Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



lELl^OSTANrSRDj" 

UNIVERSITV 






• ^ • 

■ 



•« 




THE REVOLUTION 



TAINE' ' ORKS. 



ENGLISH LITFi E. a toU 

ITALY, ROMF LES. 

ITALY. FLOS VENICE. 

ON tNTELLi >\». 

LF.CTURF.S ON ART. Firrt Scries. Contain- 
ing The Piiiliisophr oF Ait ; The Ideal in An. 

LECTURES O.V ART. Second Scries. Con- 
taining The Pliilosophy of Art in Italy ; Tlie Plii- 



NOTES ON ENGLAND. With Portrait. 

NOTES ON PARIS. 

A TOUR THROUGH THE PYRFNEES. 
(The tjime. lllu«lr.it«l liy Gutlnve Date. %■ 
doth, (laoa; full morocco, ¥20.00.) 

THE ANCIENT RtGlME. 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 3 wis. 




THE ORIGINS OF COtfTEMPORARY FRANCE 



THE 



FRENCH REVOLUTION 



HIPPOLYTE ADOLPHE TAINE, D.C.L., OxoN, 



TBAHStATSD BV 

JOHN DURAND 




NEW VORK 

HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY 

1897 



^^^^JH 


h 


i_ 


i 44.04 


1 n^ 


c 


f.^. 


Lit 


•^THE 


LELAND STA 


umVERSITY. 


\ 


>+2. 


nrn 90 


"00 






RSNRY BOLT ft OOl 



PREFACE. 



This second part of " Les Origines de la France Contempo- 
raine" will consist of two volumes. — Popular insurrections and the 
laws of the Constituent Assembly end in destroying all government 
in France ; this forms the subject of the present volume. — ^A party 
arises around an extreme doctrine, gets possession of the power, 
and exercises it in conformity with that doctrine j this will form 
the subject of the second volume. 

A third volume would be required to criticize authorities. For 
this I have no room, and I merely state the rule that I have ob- 
served. The most trustworthy testimony is that of the eye^ 
witness, especially when this witness is an honourable, attentive, 
and intelligent man, writing on the spot, at the moment, and under 
the dictation of the fiurts themselves — ^if it is manifest that his sde 
object is to pres^ve or furnish information, if his work is not a 
piece of polemics planned for the needs of a cause, or a passage 
of eloquence arranged for popular effect, but a l^al deposition, a 
secret report, a confidential dispatch, a private letter, or a personal 
memento. The nearer a document approaches this type, the more 
it merits confirlence, and supplies superior materiaJs. — I have 
found many of this character in the national archives, principally 
m the manuscript correspondence of ministers, intendants, sub- 
delegates, magistrates, and other functionaries ; of military com^ 
manders, officers in the army, and gendarmerie ; of rojral commis- 
sioners, and of the Assembly ; of administrators of departments, 
districts, and municipalities, besides persons in private life who 
address the King, the National Assembly, or the ministry. 
Among these are men of eveiy rank, profession, education, and 
party. They are distributed by hundreds and thousands over 
the whole surface of the territory. They write apart, withoul 
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being able to consult each other, and without even knowing each \ 
other. No one is so well placed for collecting and transmit- 
ting accurate information. None of them seek literary effect, or 
even imagine that what they write will ever be published. They 
draw up their statements at once, under the direct impression of 
local events. Testimony of this character, of the highest order, 



and at first hand, provides ttii> 
ought to be verified. The 
indicate the condition, offi», 
decisive witnesses. For grea 
often as possible their own 
fronting the texts, can int 
own opinions; he will ha 
aniving at his conclusions, 
conclude otherwise. As fo. 
will have introduced them, aa 



^« which all other testimony 
the bottom of the pages 
1 Ave! ling-place of those 
ty I have transcribed aa 
this way the reader, con- 
for himself, and form his 
documents as myself for 
pleased to do so, he wiU 
he 6nds any, he himself 
1 ne applies them he is alone 



responsible for them. To my mind, the past has features of its 
own, and the portrait here presented resemUes only the France of 
.. the past I have drawn it without conconing myself with the dis- 
cussions of the day ; X have written as if mjr subject w«re the 
revoludoBs of Florence or Athens. Thia la hiatny, and nothing 
more, am], if I xaay AiSy express myself I esteem mj vocation of 
historian too highly ta W^ a dook gf it &» the coac c almeo* 
of aoqljier, 
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THE REVOLUTION. 



BOOK FIRST. 

Spontaneous ^nanj^s* 



CHAPTER I. ^. \ • > 

I. The begioniogs of anarchy. — Dearth the first cause. — Bad crops. — The 
whiter of 1788 and 1789. — Deamess and poor quality of bread. — In the 
ptovmces. — ^At Paiis. — II. Hopefulness the second cause. — Separation and 
laxity of the Administrative forces. — ^Investigations of local Assemblies.^ 
The people become awake to their condition^ — Convocation of tlie States* 
General. — ^Hope b bom. — ^The coincidence of early Assemblies with early 
di£Bculiies. — UL The provinces during the first six months of 1789.— Effects 
of the famine, — IV. Intervention of ruffians and vagabonds. — ^V. The first 
jacquerie in Provence. — Feebleness or intffi ctivenesst of repressive measures. 

During the night of July 14-15, 1789, the Due de la Roche- ^ 
foucauld-Liancourt caused Louis XVI. to be aroused to inform him 
of the taking of the Bastille. *'It is a revolt, then?" exclaimed 
the King. "Sire!" replied the Duke, "it is a revolution!" 
The event was even more serious. Not only had power slipped 
from the hands of the King, but it had not fallen into those 
of the Assembly ; it lay on tlie ground, ready to the hands of the 
unchained populace, the violent and over-excited crowd, the mobs 
which picked it up like some weapon that had been thrown 
away in the street In fact, there was no longer any government; 
the artificial structure of human society was giving way entirely ; 
things were returning to a state of nature. This was not a revolu-^ - 
tion, but a dissolution. 

Two causes excite and maintain the universal upheaval. The ^. 
first one is a dearth, which, being constant, lasting for ten years, and 
aggravated by the very distiirSainces which it excites, bids fair to 
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2 THE REVOLUTION. book I. 

inflame the popular passions to madness, and change the whole 
course of the Revolution into a series of spasmodic stumbles. 

When a stream is brimful, a slight rise suffices to cause an over- 
flow. So was it with the extreme distress of the eighteenth century. 
A poor man who finds it difficult to live when bread is cheap, sees 
death staring him in the face when it is dear. In this state of 
suffering the animal instinct revolts, and the utliversal obedience 
which constitutes public peace depends on a degree more or less 
of dryness or damp, heat or cold. In 1788, a year of severe 
drought, the crops had been poor; in addition to this, on the eve 
of the har\'est,^ a terrible hail-storm burst over the region around 
Paris, from Normandy to Champagne, devastating sixty leagues 
of the most fertile territory, and causing damage to the amount 
of one hundred millions of francs. Winter came on, the severest 
that had been seen since 1709 : at the close of December the 
Seine was fix)zen over from Paris to Havre, while the thermo- 
meter stood at iS)*" below zero. A third of the olive-trees died 
in Provence, and the rest suffered to such an extent that they 
were considered incapable of bearing fruit for two years to 
come. The same disaster befell Languedoc In Vivarais, and in 
the Cevennes, whole forests of chestnuts had perished, along with 
all the grain and grass crops on the uplands; on the plain the 
Rhone remained in a state of (werflow for two months. Afler the 
spring of 1789 the famine spread everywhere, and it increased 
from month to month like a rising flood. In vain did the 
Government order the farmers, proprietors, and corn-dealers to 
keep the markets supplied ; in vain did it double the bounty on im- 
portations, resort to all sorts of expedients, involve itself in debt, 
and expend over forty millions of francs to furnish France with 
wheat. In vain do individuals, princes, noblemen, bishops, chapters, 
-and communities multiply their charities, the Archbishop of Paris 
incurring a debt of 400,000 livres, one rich man distributing 
40,000 francs the morning after the h^-storm, and a convent of 
Bernardins feeding twelve hundred poor persons for six weeks.' 

1 Marmontel, " M^moires." ii. sai.— Albert Rabuia, " Hittoire de U R€volutioo 
Vhm^iae," i. 91, 187. (I/etter by Hues, Mayor of Troy-es, Jaly jo, 1788.)— Archivn 
Nationalet, H. 1274. (Letter by M. de Caraman, April as, 1789.) H. 942 (Cahier cles 
demandet dea Btats du Languedoc}.— Ruches ct Koux, " Hittoire Parlcmcntaire," i. 

■«3. 

* See " Tbe Ancient R^roe," p. 34. All^rt Bahcau, i. gt. (Tbe Biabop of Troyes giv«a 
12,000 francs, and tbe chapter 6/>oo, for the relief worlubi ps.) 
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All nas not sufficient Neither public measures nor private 
charity could meet tlie overwhelming need. In Normandy, where 
the last commercial treaty had ruined the manufacture of linen 
and of lace trimmings, forty thousand workmen were out of work. 
In many parishes one-fourth of the population^ are beggars. 
Here, "nearly all the inhabitants, not excepting the farmers 
and landowners, are eating barley bread and drinking water;" 
there, " many poor creatures have to eat oat bread, and others 
soaked bran, which has caused the death of several children." — 
'' Above all," writes the Rouen Parliament, " let help be sent to a 

perishing people Sire, most of your subjects are unable 

to pay the price of bread, and what bread is given to those who 
do buy it ! " — Arthur Young,' who was travelling through France 
at this time, heard of nothing but the deamess of bread and the 
distress of the people. At Troyes bread costs four sous a pound — 
that b to say, eight sous of the present day ; and artisans unem* 
ployed flock to the relief works, where they can earn only twelve 
sous a day. In Lorraine, according to the testimony of all ob- 
servers, '* the people are half dead with hunger." In Paris the 
number of paupers has been trebled ; there are thirty thousand in 
the Faubourg Saint* Antoine alone. Around Paris there is a short 
supply of grain, or it is spoilt.' In the beginning of July, at 
Montereau, the market is empty. ** The bakers could not have 
baked " if the police officers had not fixed the price of bread at 
five sous per pound ; the rye and barley which the intendant is 
able to send " are of the worst possible quality, rotten and in a 
condition to produce dangerous diseases; nevertheless, most of 
the small consumers are reduced to the hard necessity of using 
this spoilt grain." At Villeneuve-le-Roi, writes the mayor, *' the 
rye of the two lots last sent is so black and poor that it cannot 
be retailed without wheat" At Sens the barley '' tastes musty " 
to such an extent that buyers of it throw the detestable bread 
which it makes in the face of the sub-delegate. At Chevreuse the 

^ "The Ancieat Regime." 350, 387.— Floqoet, "Htstoireda Parlemeot de Normandie," 
▼H. 505—518. (Reports of the Parliament of Normandy, May 3, 1788. Letter from the 
Parliameiit to the King, Jn'j 15, X789.) 

* Arthur Yeonf , " Voyafn in France," Jme agth, Jnly and and z8tb.— ** Jonmal de 
Paris," January a, 1789. Letter of the cnr6 of SainteoMarguerite. 

* Rous and Bnchex, iv. 79—^2. (Letter from the intermediary hnrean of Montereaa, 
July 9, 1789; from the «M«fv of VilleneuTc-le-Roi, July loth ; from M. Baudry, July loth; 
from M. Jamin, July nth ; from M. Priorcau, July nth, ftc.) llontjoie, "Histoire de la 
Kcvolutaon de France," and part, ch. aai. p. 5. 

B 2 



4 THE REVOLUTlOff. BOOK I. 

barley has sprouted and smelts bad ; the " poor wrelches," says saA 
employ^, " must be ban! pressed with hunger lo pul up with it.*^ 
At Fontainebleaii " tlie barley, half eaten away, produces more 

- bran than flour, and lo make bread of it, one is obliged to work 
it over several times." This breaii, such as it is, is an object of 
savage greed ; " it has come to this, that it is impossible to distri- 
bute it except through wickets \ " those, again, who thus obtfun 
their ration, "are often attacy" t road and robbed of it by 
the more vigorous of the f? jple." At Nangis " the 

magistrates prohibit the ^amc m buying more than two 

bushels in the same market." provisions are so scarce 

that there is a difficulty '" e soldiers; the minister 

dispatches two letters one lo order the cutting down 

of 250,000 bushels of rye 1 arvesL' Paris thus, in a 

I perfect state of tranquillity, e a famished city put on 

rations at the end of a long biege, and the dearth will not be 
greater nor the food worse in December, 1870, than in July, 

' 17S9. 

"The nearer the 14th of July approached," says an eye-wit- 
ness,* " the more did the dearth increase. Every baker's shop was 
Eurrour>ded by a crowd, to which bread was distributed widi the 
most grudging economy. . , , This bread was generally blackish, 
earthy, and bitter, producing inflammation of the throat and 
pain in the bowels. I have seen flour of detestable quality 
at the military school and at other depots. I have seen por- 
tions of it yellow in colour, with an offensive smell ; some form- 
ing blocks so hard that they had to be broken into fragments 
by repeated blows of a hatchet For my own part, wearied 
with the difficulty of procuring this poor bread, and disgusted 
with that offered to me at the tables d'hote, I avoided this 
kind of food altogether. In the evening I went to the Caftf du 
Caveau, wh^e, fortunately, they were kind enough to reserve for 
me two of those rolls which are called ^u/n', and this is the only 
bread I have eaten for a week at a time." But this resource is 
only for the rich. As for the people, to get bread fit for dogs, 

> Rooi et BdcIiC):, lUd. " It li veir oofoniiBate," wrila Ibe Huqui* d'Anticbunp, 
" to bs oblignl 10 cut dcm tbe atudini crop* nidr to be galhend in ; but It !• duigEnwi 
to Iflt th« tnnpa dw of bDOffcr/' 

• Uontjirie, " Hittoin du ]■ RCialation de Prance," cb. uii. v. j;, Dg Goniourt, 
"LaSocMId Fniif aue pcndiint U R^mlnticin,'' p. 5]. rrpnitioB ol MailUrd (CrlmiDal 
-• nf tbe Cblldet concening die erenu of Oclobct 5tfa aad tA). 
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they must stand in a line for hours. And here they fight for it ; 
*^ they snatch food from one another.*' There is no more work to 
be had ; '* the work-rooms are deserted j '' often, after waiting a 
whole day, the workman returns home empty-handed, and when 
he does bring back a four-pound loaf it costs him 3 (hmcs la 
sous ; that is, 13 sous for the bread, and 3 francs for the lost day. 
In this long line of unemployed, excited men, switying to and 
fro before the shop-door, dark thoughts are fermenting : ^ if the 
bakers 6nd no flour to-night to bake with, wo skall have nothing 
to eat to-morrow." An appalling idea ; — in prsftence of which the 
whole power of the Government is not £00 strong ; for to keep 
order in the midst of Osunine nothing avaib but the sight of an 
armed force, palpable and threatening, lender Louis XIV. and 
Louis XV. there had been evert greater huhger and misery ; but the 
outbreaks, which were roughly and promptly put down, were onfy k^*""^ 
partial and passing disorders. Some rioters were at once' hungr 
and others were sent to the galleys : the peasant or the workman, 
convinced of his impotence, at onoe returned to his stall or his 
plough. When a wall is too high one does not even think of ^ 
scaling it. — But notv the wall is tracking — all its custodians, the I 
cleigy, the nobles, the Third-Estate, men of letters, the politicians, 1 
and even the Government itself, making the breach wider. The ! 
wretched, for the first rime, discover an issue : they dash through '\ 
it, at first in driblets, then in a mass, and rebellion becomes as ■ 
universal as resignation was fonnerly, 

II. 

It is because through this opening hope steals like a beam of 
light, and gradually finds iti way down to the depths below. For 
the last filty years it has been rising, and its rays, which first 
illuminated the upper dasi in their splendid apartments in the first 
story, and next the middle-class in their entresol and on the 
ground floor, have now for two years penetrated to the cellars 
where the people toil, and even to the deep sinks and obscure 
colliers where rogues and vagabonds and male&ctors, a foul and 
swarming herd, crowd and hide themselves from the persecution 
of the law. To the first two provincial assemblies instituted by 
Necker in 1778 and 1779, Lom^nie de Brienne has in 1778 just 
added nineteen others ; under each of these are assemblies of the 
arrondisscment ^ under each assembly of the arrondisstniait are 
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paiish assembUes.' Thus the whole machinery of administration 
has been chaogcil. It is the new assemblies which assess (he 
taxes and superinlund their collection ; which determine upon and 
direct all public works ; and which form the court of final ajipeal 
in regard to matters in dispute. The iiiteNitant, the iub-iUle^ale, 
the Uu^ thus lose three-quarters of their authority. Conflicts 
arise, consequently, between rival powers whose frontiers are not 
clearly detined ; command ' " at, anJ obedience is dimi- 

nished. The subject no li on his shoulders the com- 

manding vetght of the oii- hich, without possibility of 

interference or resistance. ' in, urged him lorward, and 

made him move on. M' ach assembly of the parish 

arrondissement, and eve incc, plebeians, " husband- 

men," 'and oftentimes ( rs, sit by the side of lords 

and prelates. They listt.. rmember the vast figure of 

the taxes which are paid exclusively, or altnost exclusively, by 
them — the /aiZiV and its accessories, the poll-tax and road dues, 
and assuredly on their return home they talk all ihis over with 
their neighbour. These figures are ^1 printed"; the village attorney 
discusses the matter with his clients, the artisans and rustics, 
on'^iinday as they leave the mass, or in the evening in the 
la^e public room of the tavern. These little gatherings, more- 
over, are sanctioncl, encouraged by the powers above. In the 
earliest days of 1788 the provincial assemblies order a board 
of inquiry to be held by the syndics and inhabitants of each 
parish. Knowledge is wanted in detail of their grievances — what 
part of the revenue is chargeable to each imjKist, what the culti- 
vator pays and how much he suffers, how many privileged persons 
there are in the parish ; the amount of their fortune, whether they 
are residents, what their exemptions amount to ; and, in the replies, 
' . the attorney who holds the pen, names and points out with his 
finger each privileged individual, criticizes his way of living, and 
estimates his fortune, calculates the injury done to the village by 
his immunities, inveighs against the taxe?; and the tax-colleciors. 
On leaving these assemblies the villager broods over what he has 
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just heard. He sees his grievances no longer singly as before, but 
in mass, and coupled with the enormity of evils under which his 
fellows suffer. Besides this, they begin to disentangle the causes of 
their misery : the King is good— why then do his collectors take 
so much of our money ? This or that canon or nobleman is not 
unkind — why then do they make us pay in their place ? — Suppose 
a beast of burden to which a sudden gleam of reason should 
reveal the equine species contrasted with the human species ; and 
imagine, if you can, what his first ideas would be in relation to 
the postillions and drivers who bridle and whip him, an(f^^in 
in relation to the good-natured travellers and sensitive ladies who 
pity him, but who to the weight of the vehicle add their own and 
that of their luggage. 

So, in the mind of the peasant » athwart his peq)lexed broodings, 
a new idea, slowly, little by little, is unfolded ; — that of an op- 
pressed multitude of which he makes one, a vast herd scattered 
far beyondl the visible horizon, everywhere ill used, starved, and 
fleeced. Towards the end of 1788 we begin to detect in the 
correspondence of the intendants and military commandants the ^ 
dull universal muttering of coming wrath. Men's characte rs seegy 
tochange ; they become auspicious and restive. — And just at this \ 
moment, the Government, dropping the reins, calls upon them to 
direc t t|\<?mse|v^ .' In the month of NoYfimhfil^^XT&Ji the.Ki 
declared that \xt would convoke the States-General. On 
5th of July, 1788, he calls for memorials on this subject from 
every competent person and body. On the 8th of August he 
fixes the date of the session. On the 5th of October he convokes 
the notables, in order to consider the subject with them. On the 
27th of December he grants a double representation to the Third- 
Estate, became '* its cause is allied with generous sentiments, and 
it will always obtain the support of pubic opinion." The same 
day he' introduces into the electoral assemblies of the clergy a 
majority oi curhy **^cause good and useful pastors are daily and 
closely associvited with the indigence and relief of the people,** 
from which it follows " that they are much more familiar with their 
sufferings" and necessities. On the 24th January, 1789, he 
prescril^s the procedure and method of the meetings. After the 
7th of February writs of summons are sent out one after the/ 

* Duvrrgicr, "Collection des loU et dicfets/' i. i to aj, and particularly p. 15. 
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Other. Eight days after, each parish assembly begins to draw up 
its memorial of grievances, and becomes excited over the detailed 
enumeration of all the miseries which it sets down in writing. — All 
these appeals and all these acts are so many strokes which rever* 
berate in the popular imagination. *' It is the desire of His 
Majesty," says the order issued, " that every one, from the ex- 
tremities of his kingdom, and from the most obscure of its 
hamlets, should be certain of his wishes an'l protests readiing 
him." Thus, it is all quite true : there can be no mistake about 
it, the thing is sure. The people are invited to speak out, they 
are summoned, they are consulted. There is a dis|x>sition to 
relieve them ; hence/orth their misery shall be less ; better times 
I are coming. Tliis is all they know at)Out it A few months after, 
I in July,^ the only answer a peasant girl can make to Artliur Young 
i is, '' something was to be done by some great folks for such poor 
ones, but she did not know who nor how;" the thing is too 
complicated, beyond the reach of a stupefied and mechanical 
brain. One idea alone emerges — the hope of immediate relief, the 
persuasion that right is on their side, the resolution to aid it with 
every possible means ; and, consequently, an anxious waiting, a 
ready impulse, a tension of the will which simply stays for the 
opportunity to relax and launch forth like a resistless arrow 
towards the unknown end which will reveal itself all of a sudden. 
It is hunger that so suddenly marks out for them this aim: 
the market must be supplied with grain ; the farmers and 
owners must bring it ; wholesale buyers, whether the Government 
or individuals, must not transport it elsewhere ; it must be sold at 
a low price ; the price must be cut down and fixed, so that the 
/ baker can sell bread at two sous the pound ; grain, flour, wine, 
salt, and provisions must pay no more duties ; seignorial dues and 
% claims, ecclesiastical tithes, and royal or municipal taxes must no 
I longer exist. On the strength of this idea disturbances broke out 
on all sides in March, April, and May ; ronteaiporaries *' do not 
know what to think of such a scourge ; ' they cannot comprehend 
how such a vast number of criminals, without visible leaders, 
agree amongst themselves everywhere to commit the same excesses 
just at the time when the States-General are going to begin their 
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sktings." The reason is that, under the ancient regime, th en 
canflagratjon^i^s^smguj^.^ closed chamber ; the great \j^ 

dpor is suddenly opened, the air enters, and immediately the | 
&une breaks out 

III. 

At first there are only intermittent, isolated fires^ which are 
extinguished or go out of themselves ; but, a moment after, in the 
same place, or very near it, the sparks again appear, and their 
number, like their recurrence, shows the vastness, depth, and heat 
of the combustible matter which is 2U>out to explode. In the four 
month s which precede the taking of the Bastille, oyer tliree "huh-^ 
iired dutbfSis" ma^^bc counted in France. They take place 
from month to month, and from week to week, fn Poitou, Brittany, 
Touraine, Orldanais, Normandy, Ile-de-France, Picardy, Cham- 
pagne, Alsace, Burgundy, Nivemais, Auvergne, Languedoc, and 
Provence. On the 28th of May the parliament of Rouen an- 
nounces robberies of grain, ^ violent and bloody tumults, in which 
men on both sides have fallen," throughout the province, at Caen, 
Saint-Ld, Mortain, Granville, Evreux, Bemay, Pont-Andemer, 
Elboeuf^ Louviers, and in other sections besides. On the 20th of 
April, Baron de Bezenval, military commander in the central 
provinces, writes : '^ I once more lay before M. Necker a pic- 
ture of the frightful condition of Toumine and of Orl&mais. 
Every letter I receive from these two provinces is the narrative of 
three or four riots, which are put down with difficulty by the 
troops and constabulary,*" — and throughout the whole extent of 
the kingdom a similar state of things is seen. 

The women, as is natuml, are generally at the head of these 1^ 
outbreaks. It is they who, at Montlh^ry, rip open the sacks of j 
grain with their scissors. On learning each week, on market- 
day, that the price of a loaf of bread advances three, four, or 
seven sous, they biWk out into shrieks of rage : at this 
rate for bread, with the small salaries of the men, and when 
work foils,' how can a family be fed ? Crowds gather around the 
sacks of flour and the doors of the bakers ; amidst outcries and 
reproaches some one in the crowd makes a push ; the proprietor 

III 1X1 ■ 

1 Floqnet, " Hiitotre da Parlcment de Nonaandic,*' vii. 508.—" Archives Nationales/' 
H. t453. 
• Aitfaor VouBff, JtuM S9di (at Nanfi*)* 
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or dealer is husiltd and knocked down, the sliop is invaded, the 
commodity is in the liands of the buyers and of the famished, 
each one grabbing for hinsself, pay or do pay, axiA running au'ay 
with the booty,— Sometimes a parly is made up beforehand.' At 
Bray-sur-Seine, on the ist of May, the villagers for four leagues 
around, armed with stones, knives, and cudgels, to the number of 
four tbonsand, compel the husbandmen and fani^ers who have 
brought grain with them t' livres, instead of 4 livres 

10 sous the bushel ; and do the same thing on the 

foUowing market-day. 'j will not come again, the 

Storehouse will be empty, ; must be at hand, or die 

inhabitants of Bray will bi \t Bagnols, in I-anguedoc, 

on the i&t and ^nd of Ap its, armed with cudgels and 

assembled by tap of dn. ; the town, threatening to 

bum and destroy everythi: id money are not given to 

them : " they go to priiaie nouses lor grain, divide it amongst 
themselves at a reduced price, " promising to pay when the next 
crop comes roimd," and force the Consuls to put bread at two 
sons the pound, and to increase the day's wages four sous. — 
Indeed this is now the r^ular thing ; it is not the people who obey 
the authorities, but the authorities whoK>bey the people. Consuls, 
sherifjb, mayors, municipal officers, town-clerks, become con- 
fiised and hesitating in the face of this huge clamour ; they 
feel that they are likely to be trodden under foot or thrown out 
of the windows. Others, with more Grmness, are aware that a 
riotous crowd is mad, and scruple to spill blood ; at least, they 
yield for the time, hoping that at the next market-day there will 
be more soldiers and better precautions taken. At Amiens, 
"after a very violent outbreak,"' they decide to take the wheat 
belonging to the Jacobins, and, protected by the troops, to sell it 
to the people at a third below its value. At Nantes, where the 
town-hall is attacked, they are forced to lower the price of bread 
one sou per pound. At Angoul&ne, to avoid a recourse to arms, 
they request the Corate d'Artois to renounce his dues on flour 
for two months, reduce the price of bread, and compensate the 



> " ArcUvet Nationalo," H. 145J. LcttR of Ibe I>iic de MorteiDart, Sciineiir of Bny, 
Umj 4dl : of H. de BalUinTillien, intendvit of LinfiinlDi:, April ijth. 
■ "ArcMtei Nalionalsi," H. 14J]. Latter of Ilie inlmdant. M. i'Ktay. April jolh; of 
ripil oflicen of Nutn, JuBurfth; of UwlBtcnduit, U. U«jUii d'Abloii, Jiua 
t. de BalUlBnllien, April islb. 
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1>akers« At Cette they are so maltreated they let everything take 
Its course; the people sack their dwellings and get the upper 
hand ; they announce by sound of trumpet that all their demands 
are granted. On other occasions, the mob dispenses with their 
services and acts for itself. If there happens to be no grain 
on the market-place, the people go after it wherever they can 
find it — to proprietors and farmers who are unable to bring it for 
fear of pillage; to convents, which by royal edict are obliged 
always to have one year's crop in store ; to granaries where the 
Government keeps its supplies; and to convoys which are dis- 
patched by the inUndants to the relief of famished towns. Each 
for himself — so much the worse for his neighbour. The inhabit- 
ants of Fougeres beat and drive out those who come from Em^e 
to buy in their market ; like violence is shown at Vitr^ to the in- 
habitants of Maine.* At Sainte-L^nard the people stop the grain 
started for limogei ; at Bust that intended for Aurillac ; at Saint- 
Didier that ordered for Moulins ; and at Toumus that dispatched 
to Macon. In vain are escorts added to the convoys ; troops of 
men and women, armed with hatchets and guns, put themselves 
in ambush in the woods along the road, and seize the horses by 
their bridles ; the sabre has to be used to secure any advance. In 
vain are arguments and kind words offered, *' and in vain even is 
tiheit offered for money; they refuse, shouting out that the 
convoy shall not go on." They have taken a stubborn stand, 
their resolution being that of a bull planted in the middle of the 
road and lowering his horns. Since the wheat is in the district, 
it is theirs ; whoever carries it off or withholds it is a robber. 
This fixed idea cannot be driven out of their minds. At Chante- 
nay, near Mans,' they prevent a miller from carrying that which 
he had just bought to his mill ; at Montdragon, in I^nguedoc, 
they stone a dealer in the act of sending his last waggon- 
load elsewhere ; at Thiers, workmen go in force to gather wheat 
in the fields ; a proprietor with whom some is found is nearly 
killed ; they drink wine in the cellars, and leave the taps running. 
At Nevers, the bakers not having put bread on their counters for 



» " Archives N»tionalct," H. 1453. Letter of the Count de Langeron, July 4th; of M. 
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four days, the fiopiilace force the granaiies of private persons, 
of deaJers and religious communities. " The frightened corn- 
dealers part with iheir grain at any price ; most of it is stolen in 
the face of the guards," and, in the tumult of these domiciliary 
i visits, a number of houses are sacked. — In these days woe to all 
who are concerned in the acquisition, commerce, and niiinipulation 
of grain 1 Popular imagination renuirps living beings to whom it 
may impute its misrurtunes, .^^ n it may gratify its resent- 

ments. To it, all such per opolists, and, at any rate, 

public enemies. Near Ai edicline establishment is 

invaded, and its jields ana devastated.' At Amiens 

" the people are arratigtng . perhaps bum the houses 

of two merchants, who hat . -saving mills ; " restrained 

by the soldiers, they confine i i to breaking windows ; but 

other " groups come to destru piu ier the houses of two or 

three persons whom they suspect of iseing monopolists." At 
Nantes, a lienr Citslln, being deputed by the people to iiis[ject a 
house, and finding no wheat, a fthout is set up that he is a receiver, 
an accomplice 1 The crowd rush at him, and he is wounded and 
almost cut in pieces.— It is very evident that there a no more 
security in France ; property, even life, is in danger. The first 
f of all property, that of provisions, is violated in hundreds of place', 
I and everywhere is menaced and precarious. The mtendanh and 
suiJeiegata everywhere call for aid, declare the constabulary 
\ incompetent, and demand regular troops. And mark how public 
authority, everywhere inadequate, disoiganized, and tottering, finds 
Btiired up against it not on ly the blind madness of hunger, but, in 
addition, the evil ^stincS which profit by every disorder and the 
inveterate lusts which every political commotion frees from 
restraint. 

IV. 
Wc have seen how numerous the smuggleis, dealers in contra- 
band salt, poachers, vagabonds, beggars, and escaped convicts* 
have become, and how a year of famine increases the number. 
All are so many recruits for the mobs, and whether in a disturb- 
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once or by means of a disturbance each one of them fills his pouch. 
'Around Caux,' even up to the environs of Rouen, at Roncherolles, 
Quivrevilly, Pre'aux, Saint- Jacques, and in all the Eunx>unding 
neighbourhood bands of armed nitfians force their way into the 
houses, particularly the parsonages, and lay their hands on what- 
ever they please. To the south of Chartres "three or four 
hundred woodcutters, from the forests of Bellcme, chop away 
everything that opposes them, and force grain to be given up to 
them at their own price." In the vicinity of ttampes, fifteen 
bandits enter llie firmhouses at night and put the fanner to 
lansom, threatening him with a conflagration. In Cambr^sis 
they pillage the abliejs of Vauchelles, of Verger, and of Guillemans, 
the ch&teau of the Mar<iuis de Iksselard, the estate of M. Doisy, 
tivo iarms, the waggons of wheat passit'.g along the road to Saint- 
Quentin, and, Iiesidrs this, se^en farms in Picardj-. "The seat 
of this revolt is in some vilLges bordering on Picardy and Cam- 
br^is, familiar with smuggling operations and to the license of 
that pursuit." The peasants allow themselves to be enticed away 
by the bandits. Man slips rapidly down the incline of dis- 
honesty ; one who is hall-honest, and takes pan in a riot inadver- 
tently or in spite of himsell, repeats the act, allured on by 
impunity or by gain. In fact, "it is not dire necessity which 
impels them ;" they make a si)eculation of cupidity, a new sort 
of illicit trade. An old earabinier, sabre in hand, a forcst-kceijer, 
and " about eight persons sufficiently lax, put themselves at the 
head of four or five hundred men, go off each day to three or 
four villages, and force everybody who has any wheat to give it 
to them at 34 livres," and even at 18 livres, the sack. Thos'* 
among the band who say that they have no money cirry aw^ 
their portion without payment. Others, after having paid what 
they please, re-scll at a profit, which amounts to even 45 livres 
the sack ; a good business, and one in which greed lakes jioverly 
for its accomplice. At the next harvest the temptation will 
be similar: "they have threatened to come and do our har- 
vesting for us, and also to take our cattle and sell the meat in 

< FloqoM, Til. Jo> (Htfon of FgbnwTT tTth). Hippeaa, " La Gourmirnciit de Mor- 
nandie." iv. ];;. (Letter of H. Pemc, June *jid.)— " Archti-n llaLlItHulo," H. 1453. 
Lcnn-arM.ileSainte-SBUBBe, April T9th. n>id. F. j, jtjo. Lrttrrof M.ds Hocbin. 
bew. Mar iMh. Ibid. P. 7, jiSs. teltrr of tbc AbW DapUquet, Depulj' of the Tlird 
Eitatr orSiini-QMDim, Uiy i]th. Lrttar af thm hiwlanilinfii in tbe cBvinmi of Stiat- 
QwDliB, Haj Htk. 
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the villages at tlie rate of t^vo sous the pound."— In evcfy iraj>or- 
tant insurrection there are similar evil-doers and vagabonds, 
enemies to the law. savage, prowling desperadoes, who, like 
wolves, roam about wherever they scent a prey. It is ihey who 
serve as the directors and. executioners of public or private 
malice. Near Usl-s twenty-five masked men, with guns and 
clubs, enter the huu.-ic of a notary, fire a pistol at him, beat him, 
wreck the premises, and -n registers along with the 

title-deeds and jiapers whii. in keeping for the Count 

de Rouvres : seien of th( ed, but the people are on 

their side, and fall on the and free them.' — They arc 

known by their acts, by tl lestruction for the sake of 

(k-sti uciion, by their foreij^.. >y their savage faces and 

tlieir rags. Some of them Paris to Rouen, and, for 

four days, the town is at thci. , , the stores are forced optn, 

train waggons are dischi^rged, wheat is wabted, and convents ami 
seninaries are put to ransom ; they invade the dwelling of the 
atioriiey-general, who has begun proceedings against them, and 
want to tear him to pieces ; they break his mirrors and his 
furniture, leave the premises laden with booty, and go into the 
(own and its outskirts to pillage the manufactories and break up 
or bum all the machlDecy. — Henceforth these constitute the new 
leaders : for in every mob it is the boldest and least scrupulo^is 
who march ahead and set the example in destruction. The 
example is contagious : the beginning was the craving for bread, 
the «nd is murder and incendiarism ; the savagery which is un- 
chained adding its unlimited violence to the limited revolt of 
necessity. 



Bad as it u, this savagery might, perhaps, have been over- 
come, in spite of the dearth and of the brigands; but what 
renders it irresistible is the belief of its being authorised, and that 
by those whose duty it is to repress it. Here and there words and 
actions of a brutal frankness break forth, and reveal beyond 
the sombre present a more threatening future. — After the 9th of 
January, 1789, among the pojiulace which attacks the H6tel-de- 

■ "Archiiri X.-iI^uiiiiln," H. UU' L«ler of the Couot da Fcngenl, miliuir com- 
whUhl of LdhgunlDc, April jind. 
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Ville and besieges the bakers' shoi^s of Nantes, " shouts of Vhv la 
IJberti ! ' mingled with those of Vive It Hot ! are heard." A few 
n)onths later, around Floermel, the peasants refuse to pay tj^thes, 
alleging that the memorial of their seneschal's court demands their 
abolition. In Alsace, after March, there is the same refusal " in 
many places;" many of the communities even maintain that they 
will pay no more taxes until their de|>uties to the States-Genend 
shall have fixed the precise amount of the public contributions. 
In Is^re it is decided, by proceedings, printed and published, that 
" personal dues " shall no longer be paid, while the landowners 
who arc affected by this dare not prosecute in the tribunals. _At _ 
Lyons, the people have come to the conclusion " tliat all levies of 
taxes are to cease," and", on the agth of June, on hearing of die 
tiieeiiiig~orthe thiee orders, "astonished by the illuminations and 
signs of public rejoicing," they believe that the good time has 
come ; " they think of forcing tlie delivery of meat to them at 
four sous the pound, and wine at the same rate. The publicans 
insinuate to them the prospective abolition of octrois, and that, 
meanwhile, the King, in favour of the re-assembling of the tliree 
orders, has granted three days' friiedora from all duties at Paris, 
and that Lyons ought to enjoy the same privilege." V\MXi ~- 
this the crowd, rushing off to the barriers, to the gates of 
Sainte-Claire and Perrache, and to the Guilloti^re bridge, bum 
or demolish the bureaux, destroy the registers, sack the lodgings 
of the clerks, carry off the money and pillage the wine on hand 
in the dep6t. In the mean time a rumour has circulated all round 
through the coimtry that there is free entrance into the town for 
all provisions:, and during the following days the }>easantry stream 
in with enormous files of waggons loaded with wine and drawn by 
several oxen, so that, in spite of the re-established guard, it is 
necessary to let them enter all day without paying the dues ; it is 
only on the 7th of July that these can again be collected. — The 
same thing occurs in the southern provinces, where the principal 
imposts are levied on provisions. There also the collections 
are suspended in the name of public authority. At Agde,' 

> "Arcliivn Kuioiulei." H. 14SJ. LcIICT □[ tbe municipal aalborilJEi of Nanta, 
Juiurjfth: of [he •Db-de1erus of PfoCrmel, Jul; 41I1: ibid. F. 7, 1J53. Luier of Ifaa 
inunnnliirTcnntniiuion oTAIun, Srplnnber ili: ibid. F. 7, ]ii7. I^ler ol tbt inlmd- 
uit, Cue ds la Hon, Jnns i6(k : ibid. H. h5J- I^Wr of It-my, iDlendaot of Lj'obi, 
JnlX 4lh ; of Ibc prdot d« tcheviiu, JdIt jtb ud 7lta. 
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" the peiple, considering ilie so-called will of the King as 
to equality of classes are foolish enough to think th.-w they 
are everything and can do everything;" thus do they interpret in 
their own way and in their own tenns the double representation 
which is accorded to the Third-Estate. They thn^ten the town, 
consequently, with general pillage if the prices of all. provisions 
are not reduced, and if the (""^ — '''^~ irovi nee on wine, fish, and 
meat are not suppressed ; f"— ^ish to nominate consuls 

who have sprung up out of and the bishop, the lord 

of the manor, the mayor i bles, against wlioni lliey 

forcibly stir up the peasantry ' y, are obliged to proclaim 

by sound of trumpet that th shall be granted. Three 

days afterwards they exact & of one-half of the tax on 

grinding, and go in quest of rho owns the mills. 'Che 

prelate, who is ill, sinks down i .nc ; ;et, and seats himself on 
a stone ; they compel him forthwidi to sign an act f^ renuncia- 
tion, and hence "his mill, valued at 15,000 livres, is reduced to 
7.500 livres." — At Limoux, under the pretext of searching for 
grain, they enter the houses of the comptroller and tax contractors, 
carry olT their registers, and throw them into the water along with 
the furniture of their clerks, — In Provence it is worse ; for most 
unjustly, and through inconceivable imprudence, the taxes of the 
towns are all levied on flour; it is th««rore to this impost that 
the dearness of bread is directly attributed ; hence the fiscal agent 
becomes a manifest enemy, and revolts on account of hunger are 
transfomied into inSQirections against the State. 

VL 
I Here, again, political novelties are the spark that ignites the mass 
\ of gunpowder ; everywhere, the uprising of the people takes place 
on the very day on which the electoral assembly meets; from forty 
to fifty riots occur in the provinces in less than a fortnight Popu- 
lar imagination, like that of a child, goes straight to its mark ; the 
refonns having been announced, people tliink them accomplished, 
and, to make sure of them, steps are at once taken to carry them 
out ; now that we are to have relief, let us relieve ourselves, 
" This is not an isolated riot as usual," writes the commander of 
the troops;' " here the faction is united and governed by uniform 

■ " Archim NitloulH," H. 145]- I«tt«r> of tl. dc Caraman. Jlsrch ajnt, >6()i, iTt>>, 
of tU toiBchal UituetijF, Marcb *4tti ; uT aha laafar of HjAm, Much tjth, libl 
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principles; the same errors are difTused thrOD^ all minda. .... 
The principlcii unpre:iscd on ibe people are that the King desire* ^ 
equality ; no more bishops or lords, no more distinctions of rank, 
no tithes, and no seignorial privileges. Thus, these misguided 
people fancy that they are exercising their tights, and obeying 
the will of tiie King." Tlie effect of sonoroos phrases is apparent; 
the people have beed told that the States-General were to bring 
about the " r^eoeradon of the kingdom ; " the inference is " that 
the date of tbeir assembly was to be one of an entire and absolute 
change <^ condidona and fortunes." Hence, " the insurrecdon 
against the nobles and the clergy is as active as it is widespread." 
" In many places it was distinctly announced that there was a sort 
ef ivar dtdartd against landowners and property" and "in the towns 
as welt as in the rural districts the people persist in declaring that 
they will pay »othing,nathertaxtf,dii{ia^ HOT debtsr — Naturally, the -^ 
first assault is against ^^piquO, or meal-tax. At Aix, Marseilles, 
Toulon, and in more than forty towns and market- villages, this is 
summarily aboliiihed ; at Aupt and at Luc nothing remains of the 
weighing house but the four walls ; at Marseilles the house of the 
^ slaughter-house contractor, at Brignolles that of the director of 
the leather excise, are sacked : the determination is " to purge tlie 
land of excise-men." — This is only a beginning ; bread and otliei 
provisions must become cheap, and that witlioui delay. At Aries, 
the coniomt'on of sailors, presidetl over by M. de Barras, consul, 
had juat elected its representatives : by nay uf conclusion to the 
nueting. thiy pass a resolution insisting that M. de Hirras should 
reduce the prit e ot all comesribles, and, on his refusal, they " open 
the window, exclaiming, ' We hold him, and we have only to 
throw him into the slrtct for the rest to pick him up.'" Com- 
pliance is inevitable. The resolution is proclaimed by the to«-ii- 
(H'iers, and at each article which is reduced in price the crowd 
shout, ■' Vive le Roi, vive H, Ifciiras I " — One must yield to brute 
fuice. But the inconvenience is great ; for, through the suppression 
or ihe meal-tax, the towns have no longer a revenue ; and, on the 
uiher hand, as they are obliged to indemnify Uie butchers and 
bakers, Toulon, for instance, incurs a debt of 3,500 livTes a day. 

ibid.H. 1174: of H.de Mmtnuynn, April md; of H. de Ca^nan, Manh >Blh, April 
iitb; ii( Uw iDteddut, U. de I> Toiu, April ind', of the prnriirrir.KCn^nl, U.d'Anllia- 
ma, April i;th, aod ths rcpoTt rA June ijih : of tba nnnicipal nothorillci of Tonlo*, 
April iilS; ofllwiub-delrgalcofM^iiiDiqBF, KUcch i(llii of ^Lds .S;i m- [ roprt. Uar^ 
till.— Fioi:fi-nit.aI, tJGDcd b/ 119 w.uiwce. of U» iuonccliaD^t Aix, Uu<;h^,Vii~ 
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In this state oT disorder, woe to those who are under suspicion 
of having contribmed, directly or indirectly, to tlie evils which the 
people endure ! At Toulon a demand is made for the head of 
the mayor, who s'gns ihe tax-list, and of the keeper of the records; 
they are trodden under foot, and their bouses are ransacked. At 
Manosque, the liislioi) of Sisteron, who is visiting the seminary, 
is accused of Civoiiring a " in his way to iiis carriage, 

on foot, he is hooted and i <; is fir^t pelted with mud, 

and then with stones. The <"' '" attendance, and the Kui> 

delegate who come lo his ire mauled and repuli«d. 

Meanwhile, some of the mi»" •> cgin, before his eyes, "lo 

dig a ditch lo bury him in." -irecit vj five or six brave fellows, 
he succeeds in reaching \ midst a volley of stones, 

wounded on the head anu larts of his body, and is 

finally saved onli' l>ecause tht , ses, which are likeivise stoned, 
run away. Foreigners, Italians, bandits, are mingled with the 
peasants and artisans, and expressions are heard and acts are 
seen which indicate a jacquerie} " The most excited said to the 
bishop, ' We are poor and you are rich, and we mean to have all 
your property.'"' Elsewhere, "the seditious mob exacts contribu- 
tions &om al! peoitle in good circumstances. At Brignolles, thir- 
teen houses-are pillaged from top to bottom, and thirty others 
balf-pillaged. — At Aupt, M. de Montferrat, in defending hiiiiself, 
is killed and " hacked to pieces," — At La Seyne, the populace, led 
by a peas.int, assemble by beat of drum ; some women fetch a 
bier, and set it down before the house of a leading bourgeois, telling 
him to prepare for death, and that '' they will have the honour of 
burying him." He escapes ; his house is pillaged, as well as the 
bureau of the meal-tax ; and, the following day, the chief of the 
band "obliges the pnncipal inhabitants to give hin a sum of 
nioney to indemnify, as he states it, the peasants who have aban- 
doned their work," and devoted the day to serving the public. — At 
Peinier, the Prdsident de Peinicr, an octogenarian, is "besieged 
in his ch&teau by a band of a hundred and fif^ artisans and pea- 
sants," who bring with them a consul and a notary. Aided by these 
two functionaries, they force the president "to pass an act by 
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which he renounces his seifnorial rigfitsof eveiydescripli'on." — At 
SollicT they desttxiy the mills belonging to M. de Forbin-Janson, 
sack the house of his business agent, pillage the chiteau, demolish 
the Toof, chapel, aliar, railings, and escutcheons, euter the cellars, 
stave in the casks, and cany away eveiything that can be carried, 
"the transportali' in taking two days ;" all of wliitJi is a damage of a 
hundred thousand crowns for the marquis. — At Ricz they surrouud 
the episcopal palace with fagots, threatening to burn it, "and com- 
promise with ihe bishop on a promise oi" fifty thousand livres," and 1 
want him to bum his archives. — In short, ihs sedition is flwifi/. for i 
it_ singles out for attack alj.wh.o.pififit by, or s t a nd at thfi hfd "^. 1 
jhe established order of things . X^ 

^ ^ein f^ ihem act in this Trny. nnt wnulH -iny thnt ^he *hpnry-jiE— jj 
llje^OTfr(T/-.SivM/ hgil been instilled into them. 'ITieytreat magis- ![ 
trates as domestics, promulgate I-lws, conduct themselves like ■ 
sovereigns, exerci.se public power, and establish, summarily, arbi- 
trarily, and bnitally, whatever they think to be in conformity with 
natural right. — At Peinier they exact a second electoral assembly, 
and, for the-nselves, the right of suffrage. — At Saint-Maximia 
they themselves elect new consuls and officers of justice. — At 
Sollie7. they obl'ge the judge's lieutenant to give in his resignation, 
and ihey break his staff rf ofiice. — At U.-iijols " they use consub 
and juf'gcs as their town servants, announcing (hat they are 
mailers and that they will themselves administer justice."— In 
fact, they do administer it as they understand it — that is to say, 
through many exactions and rDbl>erie3.' One man has wheat; 
he must share it v'ith him who has none. Another has money \ 
he must give it to him who has not enough to buy bread with. 
On this princi]<le, at Barjols, they tax the Ursulin nuns 1,800 
livres, carry off fifty loads of wheat from the Chapter, eighteen 
from one poor artis.-in, and forty from another, and constrain canons 
and beneficiaries to give acquittances to thfeir fanners. Then, ^ 
from house to house, with club in hand, Ihey oblige some to hand 
over money, others to abandon their claims on their debtors, 
" one to desist from criminal proceedings, another to nulliiy a 
decree obtained, a third to reimburse the expenses of a lanstiit 
ga ned years before, a father to give his consent to the marriage 
cf his sen." — All their grievances are brought to mind, and we ail 
know the tenacity of a ))easant's memoiy. Having become the 
master, be redresses «Tongs, an t especially those of which he 
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thinks himself the object There must be a general restitution ; 
and first, of the feudal dues which have been collected. They 
take of M. de Montmeyan*s business agent all the money he has 
as compensation for that received by him during fifteen years as a 
notary. A former consul of Brignolles had, in 177 5, inflicted 
penalties to the amount of 1,500 or 1,800 francs, which had been 
given to the poor; this sum is taken from his strong box. 
Moreover, if consuls and law officers are wrong-iioers, the title- 
deeds, rent-rolls, and other documents by which they do their 
business are still worse. To the fire with all old writings — not 
only office registers, but also, at Hy^res, all the papers in the 
town-hall and those of the principal notary. — In the matter of 
papers none are good but new ones — those which convey some 
discharge, quittance, or obligation to the advantage of the people. 
At Brignolles the owners of the grist-mills are constiained to 
execute a contract of sale by which they convey their mills to the 
commune in consideration of 5,000 francs per annum, payable in 
ten years without interest — an arrangement which ruins them. 
On seeing the contract signed the peasants shout and cheer, and so 
great is their faith in this piece of stamped paper that they at once 
cause a mass of thanksgiving to be celebrated in the Cordeliers. 
Fonnidable omens, these ! which mark the inward purpose, the 
determined will, the coming deeds of this rising power. If it 
prevails, its first work will be to destroy all ancient documents, all 
title-deeds, rent-rolls, contracts, and claims to which force compeb 
it to submit. By force likewise it will draw up others to its own 
advantage, and the scribes who do it will be its own deputies 
and administrators whom it holds in its rude grasp. 

Those who are in high places are not alarmed ; they even find 
that there is some good in the revolt, inasmuch as it compels the 
towns to suppress unjust taxation.^ The new Marseilles guard, 
formed of young men, is allowed to march to Aubagne, '' to insist 
that M, U lieutenant criminel and M. PavoaU du Roi release 
the prisoners." The disobedience of Marseilles, which refuses to 

1 *' Archives Nationales,*' H. 1274. Letter of M. de Caraman, April aand :— " One real 

benefit results from this misfortune The well-to-do class is broug:ht to sustain that 

which exceeded Uie strength of Uie poor daily labourers. We see the nobles and people in 
good circumstances a little more attentive to the poor peasants : they are now habituated 
to speaking to them with more gentleness.** M. de Caraman was wounded, as well as his 
son, at Aiz, and if Uie soldiery, who were stoned, at length fired on the crowd, he did not 
give the order. — Ibid, letter of M. d'Anthdman, April 17th ; of M. do Barentin, June lith. 



CHAPTER II. 

Paris up to the 14th of July. — I. Mob recniits in the environs. — Entry of 
vagabonds. — The number of paupers. — II. Excitement of the press and of 
opinion. — The people take part. — III. The R^veilion affair. — IV. The Palais 
Royal. — Popular gatherings become a political power — Pressure on the 
Assembly. — V. Defection of the soldiery.— VI. July 13th and 14th. — VII. 
Murders of Foulon and Berthier. — ^VIII. Paris in the hands of tlie people. 

Indeed it is in the centre that the convulsive shocks are strongest. 
Nothing is lacking to aggravate the insurrection — neither the most 
lively provocations to stimulate it, nor the most numerous bands 
to carry it out. The environs of Paris all furnish recruits for 
it; nowhere are there so many miserable wretches, so many of 
the famished, and so many rebellious beings. Robberies of grain 
take place everywhere — at Orleans, at Cosne, at Ranibouillet^ at 
Jouy, at Pont-Saint-Maxence, at Bray-sur-Seine, at Sens, at Nangis.* 
Wheaten flour is so scarce at Meudon, that every purchaser is 
ordered to buy at the same time an equal quantity of barley. At 
Viroflay, thirty women, with a rearguard of men, stop on the 
main road vehicles which they suppose to be loaded with grain. 
At Montlh^ry seven brigades of the police are dispersed by stones 
and clubs : an immense throng of eight thousand persons, women 
and men, provided with bags, fall upon the grain exposed for sale, 
force the delivery to them of wheat worth 40 francs at 24 francs, 
pillaging the half of it and conveying it off without payment. 
" The constabulary is disheartened," writes the sub-delegate; " the 
determination of the people is wonderful ; 1 am frightened at 
what I have seen and heard." — After the 13th of July, 1788, the 
day of the hail-storm, " despair " seized the peasantry ; well 
disposed as the proprietors may have been, it was impossible to 

1 "Archive* Nationales,*' H. I4S3' Letter of M. Mtron, lieatcnant de police, April 
t6th ; of M. Joly d«* Klrury, procvmir^jr^n^ral. May a^th ; of MM. Marchais and Hcrthtrr, 
April iHth and 37th, March a3rd, April 5th, May 5th. — Arthur Young, June loCh and sQth. 
'* Archives Nationalct/' U. 1453. Letter of the sub-delegate of Montlh^nr, A^v^ \<3&x 
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receive the magistraies sent under letters patent to mke testimony, 
is tolerated. And better still, in spile of the re inoni. trances of (he 
parliament of Aix, a general amnesty is proclaimed ; " no one is 
excepted but a few of ibe leaders, to whom is allowed the liberty of 
leaving the kingdom," The mildness of the King and of the mili- 
tary authorities is admirable. It is admitted that the people are ' 
children, that they err only through ignorance, that faith must be 
had in their repentance, and, as soon as ihey reium to order, Ihey { 
must be received with paternal eifusions. — The truth is, that the I 
child is a blind Colossus, exasperated by sufferings. Hence what- | 
ever it takes hold of is shattered — not only the loca! wheels of the 
provinces, which, if temporarily deranged, may be repaired, but 
even the mainspring at the centre whidi puts the rest in motion, 
and the tlestruction of which will throw the whole machinery into 
confusion. 
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assist them ; " not a workshop is open ; ' the nobtemen and the 
bourgeois, obliged to grant delays in the laymcnt of their 
incomes, can give no work." Accordingly, " the famished people 
are on the point of risking life for life," and, publicly and boldly, 

- they seek food wherever it cin be found. At Co n flans- Sain t- 
Honorine, Eragny, Neuville, Chenevieres, at Cergy, Pontoise, 
lle>Adam, Presle, and Beaumont, men, women, and children, the 
whole parish, range the country, set snares, and desiroy the 
burrows, " The rumour Is current that the Government, informed 
of the damage done by the game to cultivators, allows its destruc- 
tion .... and really the hares ravaged about a (ifih of the crop." 
At first an anest is made of nine of these poachers ; but they are 
released, " taking circumstances into account," and therefore, for 
two months, there is a slau hter on the projierty of the Prince de 
Conli and of the Ambassador Mercy d'Argenteju ; in default of 
bread tliey eat rabbits, — Along with the abuse of property they 
are led. by a natural impulse, to attack prO]jerLy itself. Near 
Saint-Denis the woods belonging to the abbey are devastated; 
"the farmers of the neighbourhood carry away loads of wood, 
drawn by tour and five horses ; " the inhabitants of the villages of 
Ville-Parisis, Tremblay, Vert Galant, Villepinte, sell it publicly, 
and threaten the wood-rangers with a beating: on the 15th of June 
the damage is already estimated at 60,000 livres. — It makes little 
difference whether the proprietor has been benevolent, like M. 
de Talaru,* who had supported the poor on his estate at Issy the 
preceiling winter. The peasants destroy the dyke which con- 

' durts water to his communal mill ; condemned by the parlia- 
ment to restore it, they declare that not only will they not 
obey, but that if M. de Talarii rebuilds it they will return, to (he 
number of three hundred armed men, and tear it away the second 
time. 

For those who are most compromised Paris is the nearest refuge ; 
for the poorest and most exasperated, the door of nomadic life j 
stands wide open. Tlands rise up around the capital, just as in ' 
countries where human society has not yet been formed, or has 
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ceased to exist. During ihe first tivo weeks in May,' near VUIejuif, 
a banil of live orsix hundred vagabonds strive to force Bicfilre and 
approach Saint-Cloud. They arrive from tliirty, forty, and sixty 
leagues off, from Chamisagne, from Lorraine, from ilic whole 
circuit of country devastated by the hail storm. AH hover around 
Paris and are there engulfed as in a sewer, the unlbrtunate along 
with criminals, some to find work, others to beg and to rove 
about under tlic injurious pr" "' f hunger and the rumours 

of the public thoroughfares. the last days of April,' 

the clerks at the toll-houses i„ entrance of " a frightful 

number of poorly clad met ispect." During the first 

days of May a change in aoce of the crowd is re- 

marked ; there mingle in i er of foreigners, from all 

countries, most of them in r i\'ilh big sticks, and whose 

very aspect announces what ■ . red from ihem." Already, 

"" before this final influx, the \ c ik is full to overflowing. 
Think of the extraordinary and rapid increase of population in 
Paris, the multitude of artisans brought there by recent demoli- 
tions and constructions, all the craftsmen whom the stagnation of 
manufactures, the augmentation of cffri'/V, the rigour of winter, 
and the dearaess of bread have reduced to extreme distress. 
Remember that in 1766 "two hundred thousand persons are 
enumerated whose property, all told, has not the intrinsic worth of 
fifty crowns;" that, from time immemorial, they are at war with 
the city watchmen; that in 1789 there arc twenty thousand 
poachers in the capital; that, to provide them with work, it is 
found necessary to establish national workshops ; " that twelve 
thousand are kept uselessly occupied digging on the hill of 
Montmartre, and paid twenty sous per day ; that the wharfs and 
quays are covered with them, that the Hdtel-de-Ville is invested 
by them, and that, around the palace, they seem to be a reproach 
to the inactivity of disarmed justice ;" that daily they grow bitter 
and excited around the doors of the bakeries, where, kept waiting 
a long time, they are not sure of obtaining bread : you may 
anticipate the fury and the force with which they will storm any 
obstacle to which their attention may be directed. 
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II. 

This obstacle has been pointed out to them for a couple of 
years : the Ministry, the Court, the Government, the ancient 
regime. Whoever protests against it in favour of the people it 
sure to be followed as far, and farther, than he chooses to lead. 
The moment the Parliament of a large city refuses to register 
fiscal edicts it fimls a riot at its service. On the 7th of June, 
1788, at Grenoble, tiles rain down on the beads of the soldiery, 
and the military force is powerless. At Rennes an army is 
necessary to put down the rebellious city, and after this a perma- 
nent camp, four regimenis of infantry and two of cavalry, under 
the command ofa Marshal of France.' Thefollowiug year, when 
the Parliaments turn over to the side of the privileged class, the 
disturbance again begins, but this time against the Parliaments. 
In February, 1789, at Besan^n and at Aix, the magistrates are 
hooted at, chased in the streets, beselged in the town-hall, and 
obliged to conceal themselves or take to flight. — If such is the 
di5i)Osition in the provincial capitals, what must it be in the t 
capital of the kingdom ? To begin : — in the monih of August, ! 
17881 after the dismissal of Brienne and Lamoignon, the mob, i 
collected on the Place Dauphine, constitutes itself judge, bums ' 
both ministers in effigy, disperses the watch, and resists the 
troops : no sedition, as bloody as this, bad been seen for a cen- 
tury. Two days later, the riot bursts out a second time; the 
people arc seized with a resolve to go and bum the residences of 
the two ministers and that of Dubois, the lieutenant of police. 

Clearly a new leaven has been infused among the ignorant 
and bniUl masses, and the new ideas are producing their] 
effect. They have been insensibly filtering for a long time from { 
layer to layer, and after having gained over the aristocracy, the J 
whole of the lettered portion of the Third-Estate, the lawyers, ' 
the schoob, all the young, they have insinuated themselves drop ' 
by drop and by a thousand fissures into the class which supports 
itself by the labour of its own hands. Noblemen, at their toilettes, 
have scoffed at Christianity, and affirmed the rights of man before 
their valets, hairdressers, purveyors, and all those that are in 
attendance upon them. Men of letters, lawyers, and attomeyi 

> Aithac y«Ds, Stptmbn ill, 17U. 
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have repealeil, in the bilteresl tone, the same diatribes ami the 
same theories in the c a fl'ci: -houses and in the restaurants, on the 
promenades and in ail [luMic plai-es. They have spoken out 
before the lower class as if it were not present, and, from all 
this eloquence pourcil out without precaution, sonic biibhies be- 
sprinkle the brain of the artisan, the publit-an, the messenger, the 
shopkeeper, and the soldier. 

Hence it is that a year suiiices to convert mute discontent into 
political passion. From the 5th of July, 1787, on the invitation 
of the King, who convokes the Stales- General .ind demands 
advice from everybody, both speech and llie press alter in lorxei 
Instead of general conversation of a speculative turn there is prejch- 
ing, with a view to practical effect, sudden, radical, and close at 
hanil, preaching as shrill and thrilling as the blast of a trum[iet, 
Revoluiionaiy pamjihlets a|ipear in quick succession ; " Qu'est-ce 
que le Tiers?" bySieyrs; "Mdmoire pour le Peuplc Fran^ai.i," 
by Ce;utti ; " Considi^rations sur les Inlerets des Tiers-F.tat," by 
KabiauSaint-l'.tienne; "Ma P^lition,"by Target; "LssDroitsdea 
Etats gdneraux," by M. d'Entraigues, and, a little later, " l,a France 
libre," par CamiUe Desmoulins, and others by hundreds and 
tliousands,' all of which are repeated and amplified in the electoral 
assemblies, where new-made citizens come to declaim and in- 
crease their own excitement.' The unanimous, universal, and daily 
shout rolls along from echo to echo, into barracks and into 
fauboui^s, into markets, workshops, and garrets. In the month 
of February, 1789, Necker avows " that obedience is not to be 
found anywhere, and that even the troops are not to be relied 
on." In the month of May, the flshenvomcn, and next the 
f;uite rs of the Halle come to recommend the interests of the 
people lo the bodies of electors, and to sing rhymes in honour 
of the Third-Estate. In the month of June pamphlets are in all 
hands ; " even lackeys are poring over them at the gates of hotels," 
In the month of July, as the King is signing an order, a patriotic 
valet becomes alarmed and reads it over his shoulder. ^There 
is no illusion here ; it is not merely the bourgeoisie which ranges 
itself against the Ic^al authorities and- against the established 



• Sw, in Ikg Njlional l.ilirary. t)«1onB cjUlocm orihcno wbicli b»in 
■ Malouel. i. 155. Biilly.i. 43 (Maynth and iftb).— D'Ilc«cqiiei,"S 
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regime, but ilie whole people, the craftsmen, the shopkeepers and 
llie duniestics, workmen of eveiy kind and degree, the populace 
underneath the people, the vagabonds, street rovers, and mendi- 
cants, the whole multitude, which, bound down by anxiety for its 
daily bread, had never lifted its eyes to look at the great social 
order of which it ia the lowest stratum, and the whole weight of 
which it bears. 

III. 
Suddenly it stirs, and the superposed scaffolding totters. It 
is the movement of a brute nature exasperated by want and 
maddened by suspicion. Have paid hands, which are invisible, 
goaded it on from beneath? Contemporaries are convinced of 
this, and it is probably the case.' But the uproar made around 
the suffering brute would alone suffice to make it shy, and explain 
its sudilen start.— On the 31st of April the Electoral Assemblies 
have begun in Paris ; they are held in each quarter for the 
clergy, tiie nobles, and the Third-Estate. Every day, for almost 
a month, fil^s of electors are seen pasiiing along the streets. Those 
ol the first degree continue to meet after having nominated those 
of the second -. the nation must needs watch its mandatories and 
maintain its imprescriptible rights. If this exercise of their rights 
has been delegated lo them, they still belong to the nation, and 
it reserves to itself the privilege of interposing when it pleases. 
A pretension of this kind travels fast; immediately after the Third- 
Estate of the Assemblies it reaches the Third-Estate of the streets. 
Nothing is more natural than the desire to lead one's leaders : 
the first time any dissatisfaction occurs, they lay hands on those 
wiio halt and make ihem march on as directed. On a Saturday, 
April 35th,' a rumour is current that R^veillon, an elector and 
manufacturer of wall-paper. Rue Saint-Antoine, and Lerat, a com- 
missioner, have "spoken badly" at the Electoral Assembly of Sainte- 
Marguerite. To speak badly means to speak bully of the people. 
What has Rdveillon said ? Nobody knows, but popular imagina- 

> MacnoDttl, ii. 145.— Montjoi*. i« p»rt, p. 91.— De B™enY»l, i. 387 : " llnae ipiat /-^ 
added that penuiu wen Hcn ciciliag tlw tunidt ud me diilriliuting noney," 

■"AnIiivoN'aticiiulei." V. 11441. tntcmgatOTTorthe Ablii Koy, AUy ;>><■ V. iiojj, 
InUnegalorj (April jS'Ji and May 4[hl of rtmntv-three ifoanclci! penoni hroUBhl lo the 

of Ibe iOBarmticni ; to thoe idbsI be uMiA tlif namlive of M. dc Itci.:nii1, who ni 
conmniduit at Ihi) lio-.e iriib M. dn Lhllelct. Almeit all othu nairallm are amplified 
« latdSed LLioush piit; ipliH. 
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tion, wilh its terriljle powers of invention and precision, readily 
fabricates or welcomes a murderous phrase. He said that "a 
working-man with a wile and children could live on fifteen sous a 
day." Such a man is a traitor, and must be disposed of ax once ; 
"all his belongings must be ptit lo fire and sword," The rumour, 
it must be noted, is false,' Rfiveillon pays his poorest workman 
twenty-five sous a day, is the means of supporting three hundred 
and fifty, and, in spile of a dull s in the previous winter, he 
kept all on at the same rate of wages. He himself was once a 
workman, and obtained a medal for his inventions, and is bene- 
volent and respecied by all respectable persons. AH this avails 
nothing ; bands of vagabonds and foreigners, who have just passed 
through the barriers, tlo not look so closely into matters, while the 
journeymen, the carters, the cobblers, th masons, the braziers, and 
the stone-cutters whom they entice in ..leir lodgings are just as 
ignorant as they are. When irritation lias accumulated, it breaks 
out at hap-hazard. 
] Just at this time the clergy of Paris renounce iheir pri\Tl^cs in 
I the way of imposts,* and the people, taking friends for adversanef, 
:add in their invectives the tume of the clergy to that ofR^veillon. 
During the whole of the day, and also during the leisure 
moments of Sunday, the iermentation increases ; on Monday the 
37th, another day of idleness and drunkenness, the liands begin to 
move. Ceruin witnesses encounter one of tliew in the Rue Saint- 
S^^rin, " armed with clubs," and so numerous as to bar the 
passage. "Shops and doors are closed on all sides, and the 
people cry out, 'There's the rcvohl'" The seditious crowd belch 
out curses and invectives against the clergy, " and, catching 
sight of an nbb^, shout 'Priest!'" Another band parades an 
effigy of Re'veillon decorated with the ribbon of the order of St. 
Michael, which undergoes the parody of a sentence and is burnt on 
the Place de Grfcve, after which they threaten his house. Driven 
back by Che guard, they invade that of a manufacturer of saltpetre, 
who is h s friend, and bum and smash his ert'ects and furniture.' 
It is only towards midnight that the crowd is dispersed and the 
insurrection is supposed to have ended. On the folliwing day it 
begins again with greater violence; for, besides the ordinary 

■ H^Ml7.i.i5<Apri1 16(h). 

■ Hippein, iv. j;; (Lcttcn s( M. Pemt, April iqUi). 
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Stimulants of miseiy ' and the craving for license, they have a new 
stimulant in the idea of a cause to defend, tlie conviction that 
they are lighting " for the Third-Estate." In a cause like this each 
one should help himself, and all should help each other. " We 
should be lost," one of them exclaimed, " if we did not sustain ' 
each other." Strong in this belief, they sent deputations three 
times into the Faubourg Saint-Marceau to obtain recruits, and on 
theirway, with uplifted clubs they enrol, willingly or unwillingly, all 
they encounter. Oihers, at the Porte SiintAntoine, arrest people 
who are returning from the races, demanding of them if they are 
for the nobles or for the Third-Estate, and force women to descend 
from their vehicles and to cry " Vive le Tiers-Etat !"' Meanwhile 
the crowd has increased before R^veillon's dwelling ; the thirty men 
on guard are unable to resist ; the house is invaded and sacked 
from top to bottom ; the furniture, provisions, clothing, registers, 
waggons, even die poultry in the back-yard, all is cast into blazing 
bonfires lighted in three different places ; five hundred iotiis d'or, 
the ready money, and the silver plate are stolen. Several roam 
through the cellars, drink liquor or varnish at hap-hazard uniil 
they fall down dead drunk or expire in convulsions. Against 
this howling horde, a corps of the watch, mounted and on foot, is 
seen approaching ; ' also a hundred cavalry of the " Royal Croats," 
the French Guards, and later on the Swiss Guards. " Tiles and 
chimneys are rained down on the soldiers," who fire back four files 
. at a time. The rioters, drunk with brandy and rage, defend them- 
selves desperately for several hours ; more than two hundred are 
killed, and nearly three hundred are wounded ; tiiey are only 
put down by cannon, while the mob keeps active until far into 
the night. Towards eight in the evening, in the Rue Vieilic du 
Temple, the Paris Guard continue to make charges in order to 

> J.cEtcrlDlheKincbTuinbiibtUnlo' (he FubourgSainl-AiiUiins:— 'Do not daubl. 
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ipertacta. More than a hundrol thoound penoni of both icin and of all agci and ran- 
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prelect tfic donrs whiih the miscre.inls try lo force. Two doora 
are forced at li.ill p^st eleven o'clotk in the Rue Saiiitonge and 
in the Kne de Itietagne, that of a pork-dealer and iliat of a 
baker. — Ev en to this hst wave of the outbreak wHcli is sub-* 
siding we can distinguish the elements which have prudiicedj 
the insunection, and which are about to produce die Revolution. I 
Starvation is one of these : in the Rue de Brelagne ihc Iroop ' 
which rifles the baker's shop '• . bread off lo the women , 
staying at the comer of the aintonge. Brigandage isl*' ' 

another : in the middle of the nij , du ChStelefs spies, glid- 

ing alongside of a diich, "see a gi ip of ruffians " assembled 
beyond the Barriere <!u Trone, their leader, mounied on a litde 
knoll, urging them to begin again ; and the following days, oit 
the highways, vi^ubonds arc saying to cacli odier, " V^■e can do' 
no more at Paris, I'cc-iuse they are too sharp on the look-out ; kt 
, us go to Lyons ! " There are, finally, the paTriois ; on th^- evcu-^ *" 
ing of the insurrection, between the Pont-au- Change nnd the Pont- 
M.irie, the hah naked ragamuffins, besmeared with dirt, bearing 
along iheir hand-barrcws, are fully alive to Iheir cause ; they beg 
£)ms in a loud tone of voice, and st^ch out their hats to the 
Ipissers, saying, " Take pity on thja^poor Third-Ilstate ! " — The \ 
Starving, the nifiians, and (he patriots, all foim one body, and; f'^ 
nenteforth misery, crime, and public spirit unite to p-ovide an; 
ever-ready insurrection for the agitators who desire to raise one. 

IV. 

But theagitators arealrcady in peim^nent scssi-on. The Palais- 
^ Royal is an open-air club where, all day and even f.ir into the 
night, one excites the oiher and urges on the crowd to blows. 
In this enclosure, protected by the privileges of the House of 
Orleans, the police dare not enter. Speech is free, and the public 
who avail themselves of this freedom seem purposely chosen 10 
abuse it. — The public and the place are adapted to each other,' 
The Palais-Royal, the centre of prostitution, of play, of idleness, 
and of pamphlets, attracts the whole of that uiu-ooted population 
which floats about in a great city, and which, without occupa- 
tion or home, lives only for cariosity or for pleasure — the frc- 
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quenters of the coffee-houses, th? runners for pranihfing hells, 
adventurers, and social outcasts, the overphis or fork ni lioj^e of 
literature, aris, and the bar, attorneys* clciks, students of the 
schools, cockneys, loungers, strangers, and the occuimnts of 
fumibhed lodgings, amounting, it is said, to forty thousand in 
Paris. They fill the garden and tie galleries; "one would 
hardly find here one of what were called the "Six Bodies,'** a 
bourgeois settled clown and occupied with his own affairs, a man/ 
whom business and family cares render serious and .inlluentSalJ 
'I'here is no place here for industrious and orderly bees ; it is the) 
rendezvous of i)olitical and literary drones. They llock into it 
from every quarter of Paris, and the tumultuous, buzzing swarm 
covers the ground like an overturned hive. ** Ten thousand 
l>eople," writes Arthur Young,* ** have been all tliis <Iay in the 
Palais Royal ;" the press is so great that an apple tb.rown from a 
balcony on the moving floor of heads would not reach the ground. ^ 
The condition of these heads may be imagined; they are emptier 
( f ballast than any in France, the most iiiflated with speculative 
ideas, the inobt excitable and the most excited. In this ptll-mell ot 
impiovised politicians no one knows who is speaking ; nobody is 
responsible for what he says. Each is there as in the theatre, 
unknown among the^CRikncwn, requiring sensational impressions 
an 1 transports, a prey to the contagion of the passions around him, 
borne along in tuc whirl of sounding phrases, of ready-made news, 
growing rumours, and other exaggerations by which fanatics keep 
outdoing each other. There are shoutings, tears, applause, stamp- 
ing and clapping, as at the performance of a trngedy ; one or 
another individual becomes so inflamed and hoarse that he dies 
on the spot with fever and exhaustion. In vain has Arthur Young 
been accustomed to the tumult of ; olitical liberty ; he is dumb- 
founded at what he sees.' According to him, the excitement is 
"incredible. . . . We think sometimes that Dcbretts or Stockdale's 
shops at London are crowded ; but they are mere deserts compared 
tq Desenne's and some others here, in which one can scarcely 
squeeze from the dooi to the counter. .... Every hour produces 
its pamphlet ; thirteen came out to day, sixteen yesterday, and 



1 Montjoie, 2nd part, 144 Hailly, it. 130. 
* Arthur Young, June S4th, 1789. Montjoie. and part, 69. 

3 Arthur Young, June 9ih, 24th, and 26th. "La France libre," /aM<>», by C. Dcsmoa* 
lins. 
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ninety-two last week, Niiieteeii-twentictlis of ihese pro^litrlions 
are in favour of liberty ;" ami by liberty is meant Ilie extinction 
of privileges, numfrical sovereignty, the ap[.lication of the Confrat- 
Social, " the Republic," ami more besides, a universal levelling, 
permanent anarchy, and even tix jacquerie. Cainille Desmoiilins, 
one of the orators commonly there, announces it and urges it in 
precise terms : " Now that the animal is entrapped, let him be 

knocked on the head Never will the victors have a richer prey. 

Jw-/y thousand palaces, mansiom, and cli&ltaux, two-Jiftksof the pro' 
ptrty of Frame, will be the recompetise of valour. Those who pre- 
tend to be the comiucrors will be conquered in turn. The nniion 
shall be purged" Here, in advance, is the programme of the 
Reign of Terror. 

Now all this is not only lead, but decla'nied, amplified, and 
turned to practical account. In front of the coffee-houses " ihose 
who have stentorian lungs relieve each oihcr every evening.*" 
" llie coilee -houses .... presetil astonishing spectacles .... ex- 
pectant crowds are at the doors and windows, listening & gorge 
diployte to certain orators, who from chairs or tables harangue 
each his little audience ; the eagerness with which they arc 
he;ird, and the thunder of applause they receive for every senti- 
ment of more than comtnon hardiness or violence against the 
present Government, cannot easily be imagined," "Three days 
ago a child of four years, well taught and intelligent, was prome- 
naded around the garden, in broad daylight, at least twenty times, 
boroc on the shoulders of a street porter, crying out, 'Verdict of 
the French people : Polignac exiled one hundred leagues from 
Paris ; Conde the same ; Conli the same ; Artois the same ; ihe 
Queen, — 1 dare not wTite it."* A hall made of boards in the 
middle of the Palais-Royal is always full, especially of young men, 
who carry on their deliberations in parliamentary fashion : in the 
evening the president invites the spectators to come fornard and 
sign motions passed during the day, and of which tlie originals 
are placed in the CaftS Foy.' They count on their fingers the ene- 
mies of the country ; "and first two Royal Highnesses (Monsieur and 
the Count d'Artois), three &[ost Serene Highnesses (the Prince de 
Cond^ Due de Bourbon, and the Prince de Conti), one favourite 

1 C. IJeimoulin.. If IWri to hl» fillh»r, and Ailhur Voiini. June flh. 

• Muntjaic. iDd |Mil, 69, 77. »4. H\- C. DcunouUnf, tetttn of Juns iftli ud tbe lol. 
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(Madame de Polignac), MM. de Vandreuil, de la Tr^moille, 
du Chitelet, de Villedeuil, de Barentin, de la Galaisibre, Vidaud 
de la Tour, Berthier, Foulon, and also M. Linguet." Placards 
are posted demanding the pillory on the Pont-Neuf for the Abb^ 
Maury. One orator proposes " to burn the house of M. d*Espr^- 
mdnil, his wife, children, furniture, and himself : this is passed 
unanimously." — No opposition is tolerated. One of those present 
having manifested some horror at such sanguinary motions, ^' is 
seized by the collar, obliged to kneel down, to make an apology, 
and to kiss the ground ; the punishment inflicted on children is 
given to him; he is ducked repeatedly in one of the fountain- 
basins, alter which they hand him over to the populace, who roll 
him in the mud." On the following day an ecclesiastic is trodden 
under foot, and flung from hand to hand. A few days after, on 
the 22nd of June, there are two similar inflictions. The sovereign 
mob exercises all the functions of sovereign authority — with those 
of the legislator those of the judge, and those of the judge with 
those of the exeaitioner. Its idols are sacred ; if any one fails to 
show them respect he is guilty of llse-majestky and at once 
punished. In the flrst week of July, an abb^ who speaks ill of 
Necker is flogged ; a woman who insults the bust of Necker is 
stripped by the fishwomen, and beaten until she is covered with 
blood. War is declared against suspicious uniforms. '' On the 
appearance of a hussar," writes Desmoulins, " they shout, * There 
goes Punch I ' and the stone-cutters fling stones at him. Last night 
two officers of the hussars, MM. de Sombreuil and de Polignac, 
came to the Palais-Royal . . . chairs were flung at them, and they 
would have been knocked down if they had not run away. The day 
before yesterday they seized a spy of the police and gave him a 
ducking in the fountain. They ran him down like a stag, hustled 
him, pelted him with stones, struck him with canes, forced one of 
his eyes out of its socket, and Anally, in spite of his entreaties and 
cries for mercy, plunged him a second time in the fountain. His 
torments lasted from noon until half-past Ave o'clock, and he had 
about ten thousand executioners." — Consider the effect of such a 
focal centre at a time like this. A new power has sprung up side 
by side with legal powers, a legislature of the highways and public 
scjuares — anonymous, irresponsible, without restraint, driven onward 
by coffee-house theories, by transports of the brain and the vehe- 
mence of mountebanks, while the bare arms which lave just 
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accoi)iplia!ie<l llie n-otk of destruction in ilie Faubourg Saint- 
Anioint:, fonii its body-guartl and minibteriul tabioet. 

^ ' /■ ■.. \ Kf\ V. 

J"" I This is the dictatorship of a mob, and its proceedings, cori' 
ibrming to its nature, coni>i=t in acts of violence ; wherever it 
fiiids resistance, it strikcs.-^The people of Versailles, in the stre-ls 
knd at the doors of the Assembly, daily ■' come and insult those 
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whom they call aris/oirats." 
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the King's secretary, who accompanies the minister, dies of llie 
excitement that very day. On the 34th, the Kshop of 
Beauvais is almost knocked down by a stone which strikes hin) 
on the head. On the 35th, the Archbishop of Paris is saved 
only by the speed of his horses, the multitude pursuing him and 
pelting him with stones; his hotel is besieged, the windows are 
all shattered, and, notwithstanding the intervention of the Frem h 
Guards, the |>eril is so great that he is obliged to promise that he 
will join the deputies of the Third-Estate. This is the way in 
which the rude hand of the people effects a reunion of the Orders. 
It bears as heavily on its own representatives as on its adver- 
saries. " Although our hall was closed to the public," saj-s 
Bailly, " there were always more than six hundred spectators;"' 
not respectful and silent, but active and noisy, mingling with tlie 
deputies, raising their hands to vote in all cases, taking part in 
the deliberations by their applause and hisses : a collateral 
Assembly which often imposes its own will on the other. They 
take note of and put down the names of their opponents, which 
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namcB, transmitted to chair-bearers in aliendance at tlie entrance 
of the hall, and from them to the popuhce wailing for the 
departure of the di.puties, are iVom that time regarded a: the 
names of public eni;mics.' Lists are made out and printed, and, 
at the Palais-Royal in the evening, they become the lists of the 
proscribed.— It is under this brutal pressure that many decrees U 
are pacsed, and, among them, that by which the commons 
declare themselves the National Assembly and assume supreme 
power. The night before, Malouet had proposed to ascertain, 
by a preliminary vote, on which side the majority was : the noes I 
instantly gathered around him to the number of three hundred, 
" upon which a man springs out from the galleries, falls ujwn him 
and takes him by the collar exclaiming, ' Hold your tongue, 
you false citizen!'" Milouet is released and the guard cumcs 
forward, " but terror lias spread through the hall, threats aj e 
uttered against opponents, and the next day we were only ninety." 
Moreover, the lists of iheir names had been circulated ; some of 
Ihein, deputies from Paris, went to see ISailly that very evening: 
one amongst them, '* a very honest man and good patriot,'' had 
been told that his house was to be set on fire j now his wife hail 
just given birth to a child, and the slightest tumult before the 
house would have been fatal. Such arguments are decisive. 
Consequently, three days afterwards, at tlie Tennis-court, but one 
deputy, Martin d'Auch, dares to write the word " op|x>sant " 
a.ter his name. Insulted by many of his colleagues, "at once 
denounced to the people who had collected at tlie entrance of 
the building, he is obliged to escape by a side door to avoid 
being cut to pieces," and, for several days, to keep away from the 
meetings.' Owing to this intervention of Uie galleries the radical 
minority, numbering about thirty,' lead the majority, and they ' 

iliy iM. I7»9. *o f=n«™licr fth, i7i» (communicated by M. KD>cntwf:i:, areliiviil al 
Vinnei). Jimei6lh, I79q:" llw crowd gathered around tbe ball . . . . wu, during (hcM 
dayi, ^m ifioo Iq 4/ko penont." 

• I.ruenofM.loiill«. Jnnetjrd. "Hownblime tbennment, thRt in whicb we entbo. 
liuticaUrtnDdouFKlmlaUiecininlrTbjjinevoaCht .... Whjiboold tbiinioincnlba 
•pledcdbjsncnf DUTBDDlMrtadiihaiiaurbinutfP Hiiniine i> now Mailed tlirougbost 
France. And the anfertonate nui bai cbildn-n I Soddrnlr nrrrvbrlnird \ff i^nblic con- 
trrnpt lie Iraro, and lalli fainlinx al Ihe unor, eieUiminf, 'Ah I thiiwill be mi death I ' 
I c!<p not know what haa IfpCAne of him ilnce. Vh^hat ia atrange it, he but nut t>ehaved 
lu'lly up lo that limr, and he n.lcd for Ilio Cmuliluilon," 

* • 1- Fi^rriftn:-, \- ]6d. AIaIduci, i. ^ {accurding to hini the faction did nol numbar 
lujie than tea BCDben], an] ii> le. DainonI, iy>. 
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do not allow them lo free ihemselves. On the iSth of May, 
. Malouet, liaviig deman 'ed a secret session to discuss the 
conciliatoiy measures wliich the King had proposed, the galleries 
hoot at him, and a deputy, M. Bouche, addresses him in very 
plain terms. " You must know, sir, that we are deliberating 
here in the presence of our masters, and that we must account 
to them for our opinions." This is the doctrine of the Contrat- 
Sodal, and, tlirough timidity, fear of the Court and of the privi- 
leged class, through optimism and faith in human nature, through 
enthusiasm and the necessity of adhering to previous actions, the ^ 
deputies, who are novices, provincial, and given up to iheoriea, 
neither dare nor know how to escape from the tyranny of the pre- 
. '. vailing dogma. Henceforth it becomes the law. All the Assem- 
^blies, the Constituent, the Legislative, the Convention, submit lo it 
^ entirely. The public in the galleries are the admitted represen- 
tatives of the people, under the same title, and even under a 
higher title, than the deputies. Now, this public is that of the 
Palais-Royal, consisting of strangers, idlers, lovers of novelties, 
Paris romancers, leaders of the coflee-houses, the future pillars of 
the clubs — in short, the wild enthusiasts among the middle-class, 
just as the crowd which threatens doors and throws stones is 
recruited from among the wild enthusiasts of the lowest cLiss. 
Thus by an involuntary selection, the faction which constitutes 
itself a public power is composed of nothing but violent minds 
and violent hands. Spontaneously and without previous concert 
dangerous (anatics are joined with dangerous brates, and in the 
increasing discord between the legal authorities this is the illegal 
league which is certain to overthrow alL 

When a commanding general sits in council with his staff- 
oflicers and his counsellors, and discusses the plan of a campaign, 
the chief public interest is that discipline should remain intact, and 
that intruders, soldiers, or menials, should not throw the weight of 
their turbulence and thoughtlessness into the scales which have to 
be cautiously and firmly held by their chiefs. This was the express 
demand of the Government ;' but the demand was not regarded ; and 
against die persistent usurpation of the multitude nothing is left 
to it but the employment of force. But force itself is slipping from 
its hands, while growing disobedience, like a contagion, after 

' DecUraliaD of June Ijid, ailiclc 15. 
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having gained the people is spreading among the troops. Fiom 
the 13rd of June,' two companies of the French Guards reused to 
do duly. Confined to their barraclcs, they on the 27th break out, 
and henceforth " they are seen every evening entering the Palais- 
Royal, marching in double file." They know the place well j it 
is the general rendez(OJS of the abandoned women whose lovers 
and parasites they are.' "The patriots all gather around them, 
treat them to ice cream and wine, and debauch them in the face 
of their officers." To this, moreover, must be added the fact that 
their colonel, M. du Ch&tclet, has long been odious to them, that he - 
has fatigued them with lorced drills, worried them and diminished 
the number of their sergeants ; that he suppressed the school for 
the education of the cliildren of their musicians ; that he uses 
the stick in punishing the men, and picks quarrels with lliem 
about their apjiearance, their board, and their clothing. This 
regiment is lost to discipline : a secret society has been formed in 
it, and the soldiers have pledged themselves to their ensigns not 
to act against the National Assembly. Thus the confederation 
between them and the Palais- Royal is established. 

On the 30th of June, eleven of their leaders, taken off to the 
Abbaye, write to claim their assistance : a young man mounts a 
chair in front of the Caf^ Foy and reads their letter aloud ; a band 
sets out on the instant, forces the gate with a sledge-hammer and 
iron bars, brings back the prisoners in triumph, gives them a feast 
in the garden and mounts guard around them to prevent their 
being re-takcn. — When disorders of this kind go unpunished, 
order cannot be maintained ; in fact, on the morning of the 
14th of July, five out of nx battalions had gone over to the 
people. As to the other corjis, they arc no better and are also 
seduced. " Yesterday," Desmoulins writes, " the artillery regiment 
followed the example of the French Guards, ovcrijowering the sen- 
tinels and coming over to mingle with the patriots in the Palais- 
Royal .... ^Ve see nothing but the rabble attaching them- 
selves to soldiers whom they chance to encounter. 'Allons, 
Vive le Tiers- Eiat ! ' and they lead them off to a Uvera to drink 

> Uontjait, ind part, tl>. C DciiMialiiu, Irttcn of Jdm i^th ttii Iho faUawlDf dajn. 
A fiilhrBl nirntin br H. de SanU'Eln, formetlr >n alGcer in tlic Fiescb Cuird, p. » 
Db Kaninl, ill. 41]- Kcmi and Hncha, ti. )]. HinuicnplHnnrninarit. X. 

• PenchiK" EiKTclopUii Uilhadiqiis," i;«9,qiiaud b^ firent DuchilalM): " AIboM 
■11 •>[ Lbe ubSen ot cha Curd bclimi to Ibat cUn «fa« bulli« of public macn) : mMi, 
ioddd, lalj sUU IB tbe coipi tbit thcj Buy Ina M tLa «pn» e( Ibas tuUbrtiuutM." 
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Ihc health of ihe Commons." Dragoons Icll if^e oflicers who are 
niarcliing iht-m lo Wrsailles: "We obty you, but you may tell 
the ministers on our anival that if we are ordered to use the least 
violence aga)n:it our It llow-citizens, ihe first shot shall be for you." 
At the Iiivalides twenty nit;n, ordered to remove the cocks and 
ramrods from ihe guns stored in a threatened arsenal, devote six 
hours to rendering twenty guns useless ; their ohjett is to keep 
them intact for plunder and for the nrniing of the people. 

In short, the I.irgest porti army has deserted. How- 

ever kind a sujicrior ofRcer '^e, the fact of his being a 

superior officer secures for him Hment of an enemy. The 

governor, "M. de Sumbreuil, ■"■ whom these people could 

utter no reproactr,'' will soon s innoneers point their guns 

at his apartment, and will ; being hung on the iron- 

railings by their own haniis, is the force which is brought 

forward to suppress insurrection only serves to furnish it with 
recruits. And even worse, for the display of arms which was 
relied on to restrain tlie mob, furnished the instigatioa to 
rebellion. 

VI. 
The fatal moment has arrived: it is no longer a government 

[which falls that it may give way to another ; it is all government 
which ceases to exist in order to make way for an intermittent des- 
pot'sm, for factions blindly impelleil on by enthusiasm, credulity, 
misery, and fear.' Like a tame elephant suddenly become wild 
again, the populace throws off its ordinary driver, and the new 
guides whom it tolerates perched on its neck are there simply for 
/ show ; in future it will move along as it pleases, freed from con- 
trol, and abandoned to its own feelings, instincts, and appetites. 
Apjarenlly, there was no desire to do more than anticipate its 
aberrations. The King has forbidden all iHolence ; the com- 
manders order the troo|>s not to fire f* but the excited and wild 
animal takes all precautions for insults ; in future, it intends to be 
its own conductor, and, to begin, it treads its guides under foot. 

^/^ I Oouvemeiir MotHi. Liberty U now tha (cbtial ciy; avchoritj ii a Dane and dq 
longer ■ reality. ('. arrcqioiidenca with WashiuEton, July i^th.) 

• Baillr, i. jor. "11ic Kinic itai wrrwell-dlipotrd; hii meanira mn intcBdrd enlj 
to ptstnve unliT and llie puDlir peace. . . . . Du Chitelet wu tarerri by lacu la acquit 
M, de lleienTat of ■Kritipli ajainil Uie people and the CfniBlrj." CL Marmonlel, ii. -iy. 
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On the lath of July, near noon,''on the news of the dismissal of 
Necker, a cry of rage arises in the Palais Royal ; Camille Des- 
moiilins, mounted on a table, announces that the Court meditates 
" a St. Bartholomew 0!' patriots." The crowd embrace him, adopt 
the green cockade which he has proposed, and oblige the dancing- 
saloons and theatres to close in sign of mourning : they hurry off 
to the residence oi Curtius, and take the Lusts of the Duke of 
Oilcans and of Neclter and carry them about in triumph. Mean- 
while, the dragoons of the Prince de Lambesc, drawn up on the 
Place Lotiis-Quinze, find a barricade of chairs at the entrance 
of^the Tuileries, and are greeted with a shower of stones and 
Bottles,' Elsewhere, on the Bonlevard, before the Hotel Mont- 
morency, some of the French Guards, escaped fnjm (heir barracks, 
fired on a loyal detachment of the " Royal Allemnnd." The 
tocsin is sounding on all sides, the sho]is where arms are sold are 
pillaged, and the Ilotel-de-Ville is invaded ; fifteen tir sixteen 
well-disposed electors, who meet there, order the districts to be 
assembled and armed. — The new sovficeign, the people in arms 
and in the street, has declared himself. 

The dregs of society at once come to the surface. During the 
night between the lath and 13th of July,' "all the barriers, 
from the Faubourg Saint-Antoine to the Faubourg Saint-HonorS, 
besides those of the Faubourgs Saint-Marcel and ;.iini-Jacques,are 
lorccd and set on fire." Tliere is no longer an octroi ; the city is 
without a revenue just at the moment when it is obliged to make 
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flie heaviest exiiendiuires; but this is of no cnsequence to the 
populace, which, above all things, wants to have cheap wine. 
"RufBans, arnoL-il with pikes and 5tii:ks. proceed in several parties 
to g've up to jiillaee the houses of those who arc regarded as 
enemies to the public welfare." "They go from door to door 

.\aying, 'Arms and bread !' During this fearful night, the bour- 
geoisie kept themselves shut up, each trembling at home for him- t 
'self and those belonging to him." On the following liay.the 13th, 
the capital appears to be given op to bandits and the 1 iwest of 
the low. One of the hands hews down the gate of the Lazarists, 
destroys the library and clothei-prcsses, the pictures, the windows 
and laboratory, an[l rushes to the cellars, where it staves in the 
casks and gets drunk ; twenty-four hours after thi*,^ about thirty of 
them are found dead and dying, drowned in wine, men and 

- women, one of ihese being at the point of childbirth. In front of 
the hou--e ' the street is full of the wreck, and of ruffians who hold 
in their hands, " some, eatables, others a jug, forcin» the passers-by 
to diink, and pouring out wine to all comers. Wine nins down 
into the gutter, and the scent of it tills the air ; " it is a d. inking 
bout : meanwhile they carry away the grain and Hour which the 
monLs kept on hand according to law, lifty-two loads of it being 
taken to the market Another traop comes to La Force, to 
deliver those imprisoned for debt ; a third breaks into the Garde 
Meuble, carrying away valuable arms and armour. Mobs assemble 
before the hotel of Madame de Breteuil and the Palais-Bourbon, 
which they intend to ransack, in order to punish their proprietors. 
M. de Crosne, one of the most liberal and most respected men of 
Faris, but, unfortunately for himself, a lieutenant of the police, is 
pursued, escaping with ditiiculty, and his hotel is sacked. During 
the night between the 13th and i4ih of May, the baker's shops 
and the wine shops are pillaged ; " men of the vilest cinss, armed 
with guns, pikes, and turnspits, make people open their doors and 
give them something to eat and drink, as well as money and 
arms," Vagrants, ragged men, several of them "almost naked," 
and " most of them armed like savages, and of hideous appear- 



" Mirth, iflfi. iDUnosalofj of DcHWt. Uii 
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ance," — they are " such as one does not remember to hnve eeen in 
broad daylight ; " niany of them are strangers, come frum nolxidy 
knows where.' It is stated that there were fifty thousand of them, 
and that they had taken possession of the principal guard- 

During these two days and nights, says Bailly, " Paris ran the 
risk of being pillaged, and was only saved from the marauders by 
the national guard." Already, in the open street,* " these crea- 
tures tore ofT women's shoes and earrings," and the robbers were 
beginning to have full sway.— Fortunately the militia organized 
itself, and the principal inhabitants am! gentlemen enrol them- 
selves ; 48,000 men are formed into battalions and companies ; 
the bourgeoisie buy guns of the vagabonds for three livres apiece, 
and sabres or pistols for twelve sous. At last, some of the offenders 
are hung on the s|>ot, and others disarmed, and the insurrections 
again becomes political But, whatever its object, it remains 
always wild, because it is in the hands of the populace. Dussaulx, 
its panegyrist, confesses* that "he thought he was witnessing the 
total dissolution of society," There is no leader, no management 
The electors who have converted themselves into the representa- 
tives of Paris seem to command the crowd, but it is the crowd 
vhich commands them. One of thera, Legrand, to save the Hotel- 
de-Vilte, has no other resource but to send for six barrels of gun- 
powder, and to declare to the assailants that he is about to blow 
everything into the air. The commandant whom they themselves 
have chosen, M. de Salles, has twenty bayonets at his breast 
during a quarter of an hour, and, more than once, the whole conv- 
mittee is near being massacred. Let the reader imagine, on the 
premises where the discussions are going on, and petitions are 
being made, " a concourse of fifteen hundred men pressed by a 
hundred thousand others who are forcing an entrance," the 
wainscoting cracking, the benchej upset or.e over another, the en- 
closure of the bureau pushed back against the president's chair, a 
tumult such as to bring to mind "the day of judgment," the death- 

< Uatbieu Dbuhi, " )Umaii>E>," I. J]i. " Pcueal'le people fled al Ibe light uf tlieM 
fniapi of itTSn^, frantic Tagabenda- Ewi'bodr cloted tlicir houtet. .... Whvd 1 
lEuhed hoDH. in the .Sunt-Daaii qii.>iter, Kvcr^ a! IkcM brigantU cuutd gcul aLuai 
bT6rioco?gu»iatli«ar.- 

• DuuauU, j;o. 

• Diuuoli, iyt, 3io, }6>, >W, j}6. " In iBtct tlwir enlnaliei raca 
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shrieks, songs, yells, and " jteople beside iheniMlvcs, for the mofi 
part not knowing nhere llicy arc nor wliat they want." 

Each district is also a petty centre, while ibe I'ata is- Royal ii 
the main centre. Pro|iooitiuns, " actusations, and deputatio 
travel to and fro from one to the ether, along with the liuinanS 
torrent which is obstructed or rushes ahead with no other guideB 
than its own inclination and the chances of the way. One t 
gathers here and another there, their stategy consisting in pushity 
and in being pushed. Vet, iheir entrance is elTecled only because 
they are let in. If ihey get into the Invaililes it is owin 
connivance of the soldiers. -At the Bastille, firearms are discharge 
from ten in the morning lo five in the evening against walls fortj^ 
feet high and thirty feet thick, and it is by chance tliat one a 

' their shots reaches an invalidt on the lowers. They are treated]* 
the same as children whom one wishes to hurt as Uttle as \ 

' The governor, on the first summons to surrender, orders the cannon 
to be withdrawn from the embrasures; he makes the garrison 
swear not to fire if it is not attacked ; he invites the first of the 
deputations to lunch ; he allows the messenger <lispatched from 
the Hotel-de-Ville to inspect the fortress; he receives several 
discharges without reluming them, and lets the first bridge be 
carried without firing a shot.' When, at length, he does fire, it is 
at the last extremity, to defend the second bridge, and after having 
notified the assailants that he is going to do so. In short, his . 
forbearance and patience are excessive, in conformity with thel 
humanity of the times. The people, in turn, are infatuated with[\ 
the novel sensations of attack and resistance, with the smell of 
gunpowder, with the excitement of the contest ; alt ihey can think 
of doing is to rush against the mass rf stone, their expedients being 
on a level with their tactics, A brewer fancies that he can set 
fire to this block of masonry by pumping over it spikenard and 
poppy-seed oil mixed with phosphorus, A young carpenter, who 
has some archaeological notions, proposes to construct a catapult. 
Some of them think that they have seized the governor's daughter, 
and want to bum her in order to make the father surrender. 
Others set fire to a projecting mass of buildings tilled with straw, 
and thus close up the passage. " The Bastille was not taken by 
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main force," says the brave Elie, one of the coiiiljatnnts ; " it 
siirremlered before even it was attacked," ' by cajntulation, on llie 
promise that no harm should be done to anybody. The gammon, 
being perfeclly secure, had no longer the heart to fire on human 
beings while themselves risking nothing,' and, on the other hand, 
they were unnerved by the siglit of the immense crowd. Eight or 
nine hundred men only ^ were concerned in the attack, most of 
them workmen or shopkeepers belonging to the faubourg, tailors, 
wheelwrights, mercers and wine-dealers, mixed with the French 
Guards. The Place de la Bastille, however, and all the streets in 
the vicinity, were crowded with the curious who came to witness 
the sight; "among them," says a witness,' "were a number of 
fashionable women of very good appearance, wha had left their 
carriages at some distance," To the hundred and twenty men of 
the garrison looking down from their jiarapets it seemed as though 
all Paris had come out against them. It is they, also, who lower 
the drawbriilge and introduce the enemy : everybody has lost his 
head, the besieged as well as the besiegers, llie latter more completely 
because they are intoxicated with the sense of victory. Scarcely 
have they enttred when they begin the work of destruction, and 
the latest arrivals shoot at random those that come earlier ; 
"each one fires without heeding where or on whom his shot tells." 
Sudden omn.potence and the liberty to kill are a wine too strong 
for htiman nature ; giddiness is the result ; men see red, and their 
frenzy ends in ferocity. ^ 

For the peculiarity of a popular insurrection is that nobody I ^ 
obeys anybody ; the bad passions are free as well as the generous J 
ones ; heroes are unable to restrain assassins. Elie, who is the 
first to enter the fortress, Cholat, Hulin, the brave fellows who are in 
advance, the French Guards who are cognizant of the laws of war, 



DnuauLi. 454. " I he nMIen replied Lbat iTm^voi Id accept whatever happened r^Uier 
in cioK tba dexnirlian of lo ^rw a nunibrr of Ihcir lellDW-ciiiirnt." 

Dniuuli, J4;. The nunl'jcr oF i:ain1iatanU. maimncl. waunilcil, dull, and livini, it 
). MuBHHiMl, ir.jio. "To thenumbemfnclDTi, whicfa hu been earned up to Boo, 
»ple have been added who rtoe never Beir the place-" 

Soneniia UanuKriD de M. X., an eye-witnni. H« leaned againit the fence of D« 

D had left her camafC in [he f lace-Kayaler-Marat, " I.'ami do people." No. 5]& 
t'hm an Dsheard-of conjunction of circanutancei but caiurd tbe fall of tho b^dly 

fortunate crratares. noat of them GerBuna and almoal all prDvinciala, tlir I'jiriiiaiii 
'»-DU.'d Ib^nisvlvca t>efbfe the foilrcu. cujiuu^y aiooc having ted them tiieie." 
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try to keep their word of honour ; but the crowd pressing on behind 
them know not whom to strike, and they strike at random. They 
spare the Swiss solditrs who have fired at them, and who, in their 
blue smocks, seem lo them to lie prisoners ; on the other hand, by 
way of compensation, they fall furiously on the invalids who 
opened the gates to them ; the man who prevented the governor 
from blowing up the fortress has his wrist severed by the blow of 
a sabre, is twice pierced with s. swonl and is hung, and the hand 
" vhich had saved one of the districts of Paris is promenaded 
through the streets in triumph. The officers are dragged along 
and five of them are killed, with three soldiers, on the spot, or on 
the way. During the \o\\% hours of firing, the murderous instinct 
has become aroused, and the wish to kill, changed into a fixed 
idea, spreads afar among the crowd which has hitherto remained 
inactive. It is convinced by its own clamour ; a hue and cry is 
all that it now needs ; the moment one strikes, all want lo strike. 
"Those who had no arms," says an officer, "threw stones at me;' 
the women ground their teeth and shook their fists at me. Two 
of my men had already been assassinated behind me. I final!/ 
got to within some hundreds of paces of the Holel-de-Ville, amidst 
a general cry that I should be hung, when a head, stuck on a pike, 
was presented to rae to look at, while at the same moment I was 
told that it was that of M. de Launay," the governor. The latter, 
on going out, had received the cut of a sword on his right shoulder ; 
on reaching the Rue SaintAntoine " everybody pulled his hair 
out and struck him." Under the arcade of Saint-Jean he was 
already " severely wounded." Around him, some said, " his head 
ought to be struck off;" others, " let him be hung;" and others, 
"he ought to be tied to a ho-se's tail." Then, in despair, and 
wishing to put an end to his torments, he cried out, " Kill me," 
and, in struggling, kicked one of the men who held him in the 
lower abdomen. On the instant he is pierced with bayonets, 
dragged in the gutter, and, striking his corpse, they exclaim, " He's 
a scurvy wretch {galeux) and a monster who has betrayed us; 
tlunaium demands his head to exhibit to the public," and the man 
who was kicked is asked to cut it off. This man, a cook out of 
place, a simpleton who " went to the Bastille to see what was 
g(Mng on," thinks that as it is the general opinion, the act is patriotic, 

•Turitirt: 
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and even believes that he "deserves a medal for destroying a 
monster." Taking a sabre which is lent to him, he strikes the bare 
netk, but the dull sabre not doing its work, he lakes a small black- 
handled knife from his pocket, and, " as in his capacity of cook 
he knows how to cut meat," he finishes the operation successfully. 
Then, placing the head on the end of a ihree-prongeJ pitchfork, 
and accompanied by over two hundred armed men, " not counting 
the populace," he irarches along, and, in the Rue Saint-Honor^, 
he has two inscripiions attached to the head, to indicate without 
mistake whose head it is. They grow merry over it : after filing 
alongside of the Talaib-Royal, the procession arrives at the Pont- 
Neuf, where, before the statue of Henry IV,, they bow the head 
three times, saying, " Salute ihy master ! " — This ends the mockery : 
some of it is found in every triumph, and beneath tfae butcher the 
buffooQ becomes apparent. 

VII. 

Meanwhile, at the Palais-Royal, other buffoons, who with the 
levity of gossips sport with lives as freely as with words, have drawn 
up, during the night between the 13th and 14th of July, a list of 
proscriptions, copies of which are hawked about : care is taken to 
address one of them to each of the persons dcsignateil, the Comte 
d'Artois, Marshal de Broglie, the Prince de Ijimbetc, Baron de 
Bezenval, MM. de nreteuil, Koulon, Berthier, Maury, d'Espr^ 
m^nil, Leffevre d'Am&ourt, and others besides ; ' a reward is 
promised to whoever will bring their heads to the Caf^ de Cavcau. 
' Here are names for the unchained multitude ; all that now is 
necessary is that some band should encounter a man who is 
denounced ; he will go a^ far as the lamp at the street corner, but 
not beyond it. Throughout the day of the i4lh, this improvised 
tribunal holds a permanent session, and follows up its decisions, 
with its actions, M. de Flesselles, provost of the merchants and ■ 
president of the electors at the Hotel-de-Ville, having shown himself 
somewhat lukewarm,' the Palais-Royal declares him a traitor and 
sends him off to be hung ; on the way a yourg man fells him with 
a pistol-shot, others fall upon his body, while his head, borne upon 
a pike, goes to join that of M. de Launay. E(|ually deadly accusa- 

' Monljoic, part 3, 85. Duiuuli, jj-, iS;, jbS. 

> Nolhing uon. Ho oiUirti ttaxa thai bo had wcb the prrlrndrd imle la M. ds 
Launay. Aca>rdin[ (o DbiubU, Iw couUI Del Ikiiv Lm] dib« lbs time or Ibe meau to 
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tions and of equjily bpoedy execution float in iheairaml from every 
direction. " On iW slightest pretext." says an elector, " tliey de- 
nounced to us llios; ttliom they IhoiiElit ojiposed to the Revolu- 
tion — which alrc.iJy signified the same as enemies of the State. 
With no other exa ruination, nothing less was spoken of then but 
the seizure of their jiersons, Uie ruin of their houses, and the 
levelling of their hotel.^. One young man exclaimed ; ' Follow 
me this moment, let us start off at once to Bezenval's 1 ' " Their 
brains are so scared, and thei k(j distrustful, that at every 

ste[> in the streets " one's name u l>e given, one's profession 

decLired, one's residence, ani i intentions. . . . One can 

neither enter nor leave Paris ;ing suspected of treason.'' 

The Prince de Momharrey, auvuvaic of the new ideas, and his 
wife, are stopped in Uieir carriage at I g barrier, and are on the 
point of being cut to ])ieces. A de] ' of the nobles, on his way 
to the National Asbcmbly, is seized m -lia cab and conducted to 
the Place de GrLve ; the corpse of M. de Launay is shown to him, 
and he is told that he is to be treated in the same fashion. Every 
life hangs by a thread, and, on the following days, when the King 
liad sent away his troops, dismissed his Ministers, recalled Necter, 
and granted everything, the danger remains just as great. The 
■multitude, abandoned to the revolutionists and to itself, continues 
to peiform the same bloody antics, while the munidjal chiefs' 
whom it has elected, Bailly, Mayor of Paris, and Lafayette, com- 
mandant of the national guard, are obliged to use cunning, 
to implore, to throw themselves between the multitude and the 
unfortunates whom they wish to destroy. 

On tlie I sth of July, in the night, a woman di^bed as a man 
is arrested in the court of the Hotel-de-Ville, and so maltreated 
that she faints away ; Bailly, in order to save her, is obliged to 
feign anger against her and have her sent immediately to prison. 
From the 14th to the sind of July, Lafayette, at the risk of his 
life, saves with his own hand seventeen persons in different 
quarters.' On the asnd of July, upon the denunciations which 

I Buillf, ii. 31, 5(, W, ?o, 9S. ™*. "7. '3T. "S*. '71- " t jaiT orfBH which were nrithcr 
obeyed nor liitened lo. . . . Tba; give ne to nndmstand Ih^l 1 wu not ule." (July 
iStb.) " In thcH ud tima one ncmy and one calumniant rnwrt luffind to ucite tba 
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multiply arounti Paris tike trains of gunpowder, two adniinistraiots 
01" high rank, M. Fouton, Councillor of State, and M. Berthier, 
his son-in-law, are arrested, one near Fontainebleau, and the 
Other near Conipifegne. M. Foulon, a strict master,' but intelli- 
gent and useful, expended iiixty thousand francs tlie previous 
winter on his estate in giving employment to the poor. M. Ber- 
thier, an industrious and capable man, had oflicially surveyed and 
valued I le-de- France, to equalise the taxes, and had reduced the 
overchai^ed quotas first one-eighlh and then a quarter. But both 
of these gentlemen have arranged the details of the camp against 
which Paris has risen \ both are publicly proscribed lor eight days 
previously by the Palais-Royal, and, with a people trightened by 
disorder, exasperated by hunger, and stui)efied by suspicion, an 
accused person is a guilty one. With regard to Foulon, as with 
R^veillon, a story is made up, coined in the same mint, a sort of 
currency for popular circulation, and which the people itself 
manufactures by casting into one tragic expression the sum of its 
sufferings and rankling memories : ' "He said that we were worth 
no more than his horses, and that if we had no bread we had 
only to eat grass."— The old man of se\enty-four is brought to 
Paris, with a truss of hay on his head, a collar of thistles around 
his neck, and his mouth stuffe.l with hay. In vain does the 
electoral bureau order his imp:isonmenl that he may be saved ; 
the crowd yells out : "Sentenced and hung!' and, authoritatively, 
appoints the judges. In vain does Lafayette insist and entreat 
three several times that the judgment be regularly rendered, and 
that the accused be sent to the Abbaye ; a new wave of people 
comes up, and one man, " well dressed," cries out : " What is the 
need of a sentence for a man who has been condemned for thirty 
years?" Foulon is carried off, dragged across the square, and 
hung to the lantern; the cord breaks twice, and twice he falls 
upon the pavement ; rehung with a fresh cord and (hen cut down, 
his head is severed from bis body and placed on the end of a pike.' 
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Meanwhile, Berthier, sent away from Compi&gne by theniu:iicipality, 
afraiij to keep him lo his prison wlierc hewasconslantly raenacecl, 
arrives in a cabriolet under escort The people carry placards 
around him filled with opprobrious epithets ; in changing horees 
they threw hard black bread into the carriage, exclaiming, " There, 
wretch, see the bread you made us eat !" On reaching the church 
of SainC-Meny, a fearful storm of insults burst forth against him : 
he is called a monopolist, " although he had never bought or sold 
a grain of wheat ; " in the eyes of the multitude, who must needs 
account for the evil by some evil-doer, he is the author of the 
famine. Conducted to the Abbaye, his escort is dispersed and 
he is pushed on to the lantern. Then, seeing that all is lost, he 
snatches a gun from one of his murderers and bravely dtfends 
iiimself. A soldier of the " Royal Croats " gives him a cut with 
his sabre across the stomach, and another tears out his heart. As 
the cook, who had tut off the head of M, de Launay, happens to 
be on the spot, they hand him the heart to carry while the soldiers 
take the head, and both go to the Hotel-tle-Ville to show their 
trophies to M. de Lafayette. On their return to the Palais-Royal, 
and while they are seated at table in a tavern, the people demand 
these t\vo remains ; they throw them out of the window and 
finish their supper, whilst the heart is marched about below in a 
bouquet of white carnations. — Such are the spectacles which this 
garden presents where, a year before, "good society in full dress " 
came on leaving the Opera to chat, often until tno o'clock in 
the morning, under the mild light of the moon, listening now to 
the violin of Saint-Geoiges, and now to the charming voice of 
Carat 

VIIL 
Henceforth it is clear that no one b safe: neither the new 
militia nor the new authorities suffice to enforce respect for tlie 
law. " They did not dare," says Bailly,' " oppose the people who, 
eight days before this, had taken the Bastille." In vain, after the 
last two murders, do Bailly and Lafayette indignantly threaten to 
withdraw — they are forced to remain ; their protection, such as it 
is, is all that is left, and, if the national guard is unable to prevent 
every murder, it prevents some of ihem. People live as they can 

> BaiUr, u. 9S, H>8. UaloKt, -X. 14. 
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under the constant expectation of fresh popular violence. " To 
every impartial man" says Malouel, " the Terror data from the 
14/A of July," On the i7lh, before setting out for Paris, the 
King attends communion and makes his will in anticipation of 
assassination. From the i6th to the i8th, twenty personages of 
high rank, among others most of those on whose heads a price is 
set by the Palais Royal, leave France — the Count d'Artois, 
Marshal de Broglie, the Princes de Condd, de Conti, de Lambesc, 
de Vaudemont, the Countess de Polignac, and iKe Duchesses de 
Polignac and de Giiiche. The day following the two murders, 
M. de Crosne, M. Doumer, M. Sureau, the most zealous and 
most valuable members of the committee on subsistences, all 
those appointed to make purchases and to take care of tlie 
storehouses, conceal themselves or fly. On the eve of the two 
murders, the notaries of Paris, being menaced with a riot, had to 
advance 45,000 francs which were promised to the workmen of 
the Faubourg Sa'nt-Autoine ; while the public treasury, almost 
empty, is drained of 30,000 livres per day to diminish the cost of 
bread. Persons and possessions, great and small, private indivi- 
duals and public functionaries, the Government itself, all is in tlie 
hands of the mob. " From this moment," says a deputy,' " liberty 
did not exist even in the National Assembly . . . France stood 
dumb before thirty factious persons. The Assembly became in their 
hands a passive instrument, whicli thev forced to serve them in 
the execution of their projects." l"hey themselves do not lead, 
although they seem to lead. The great brute, which has taken 
the bit in its mouth, holds on to it, and its plunging becomes 
more violent ; for not only do both spurs which maddened it — I ' 
mean the desire for innovation and the daily scarcity of food — 
continue tu prick it on, but also the political hornets which, 
increasing by thousands, buzz around its ears, while the license 
in which it revels for the first time, joined to the applause 
lavished upon it, urges it forward more violently each day. The 
insurrection is glorified. Not one of the assassins is sought out. 
It is against the conspiracy of Ministers that the Assembly in- 
stitutes an enquiry. Rewards are bestowed upon the confjuerors 
of the Bastille ; it is declared that tliey have saved France. All 
honours are awarded to the people — to their good sense, their 




so THE REVOLUTION. 

magi-animity, their justice. Adoration is pai.l to the i 
sovereign : he is publicly and officially told, in the j 
and by the press, that he possesses every virtue, all rights a 
alt-powers. If hi; f;pllli blood it is inadvcrtcnity, on provocatioi 
and always with an i'l'allible instinct. Moreover, says a d 
"this blood, was it so pure?" Tlie greater number of peopie" 
prefer the theorit's of their books id the experience of their eyes ; 
they persist in the iilyl which they have fashioned for ihcmselves. 
At the worst their drc.im, driven out from the p^'escnl, takes 
refuge in the future. 'I'o-morrow, when the Constitution is com- 
plete, the people, ma<Ie happy, will a^ain become wise: let us 
endure the storm which leads us on to so noble a harbour. 

Meanwhile, beyond the King, inert and disarmed, beyond the 
Assembly, disobeyed or submissive, ai)pears thi; real monarch, 
_ the people — that is to say. the mob of a hundred, a thousand, a 
hundred thousand beings gathered together haphazard, on an 
impulse, on an alarm, suddenly and inesiitihly uiade Kgit.lators, 
judges, and executioners : a formidable power, undefined and 
destructive, on which no one has any huld, and which, with its 
mother, howling and mis-shapen Liberty, sits at the threshold of 
the Revolution like Milto n's two spectres at the gates of HelL 
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CHAPTER III. 

I. Anarchy from July 14th to Ociober 6II1, 1789. — Dmlnicticn] of the 
Government. — To whom doei leal pnwer betrn^ t — II. The Piavmces. — De- 
s^lU1.lion of dill Autlioriiies. — lucompe ency of new Auihoriiics. — III. Dii- 
pOsili.m 0/ the People.— Faniine.— IV. Panic. — General arm in g.—V. Attack* 
on pulilic individu-tls and ptiUlic ptopoty. — At Slraslraurg. — Al Cherboarg. — 
At Mauheuge. — At Ronen.— At Besanfon. At Troyc*. — VI. Taxes are no 
lonjiet paid — Devastition of the Foteats, — The new game Jaws.— VIJ. Al- 
liick-t upon private inJivi,.ua]« and prime prt^ny. — AiislocrattdenDancedio- 

tlie i-oiple IS their eiiem e<. — Effect of news fiom Pariti Influence of the 

• V tl.jge attorneys. — L>oldieda. Ls of violence. — A cenerrfl rising uf the |«asaiitry 
in the ra'<l.— War »e!iii>$t the ch-iteanx, feudal estate*, and properly. — Pre- 
paratioQS for other jacqueries. 

I. 

However bad a particular government maybe, there is something { 
still worse, and that is the suppression of all government. For, it 
is owing to government that hum.-tn wills form a harmony insteadi 
ot a chaos. It senes society as the brain serves a living being.j 
Incapable, inconsiderate, extravagant, engrossing, it often abuses' 
its position, overstraining or misleading the body for which it 
should care, and which it should direct. But, taking all things 
into account, whatever it may do, more good than harm is done, 
for through it the body stands erect, marches on and guides its 
steps. Without it there is no organized deliberate action, service- 
able to the whole body. In it alone do we find the comprehensive 
views, knowledge ol the members of which it consists and of their 
aims, an idea of ouln-ard relationships, full and accurate informa- 
tion, in short, the superior intelligence Hhich conceives what is 
best for the common interests, and adapts means to ends. If it 
falters and is no longer obeyed, if it is forced and pushed from 
without by a violent pressure, it ceases to control public aflairs, 
and the social organization retrogrades by many steps. I'hrough 
the dissolution of society, and the isolation of individuals, each 
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man returns to bis original feeble state, while power is vested in 
parsing aggregjles which spring up I'ke whirling vortices amongst 
the human du^t.— One may divine how this power, which the most 
competent find it difliciilt to apply properly, is exercised by bands 
of men starting up fi om Uie ground. The t|uesiion is of^rovisions, 
their possession, price and distribution ; of taxation, its proportion, 
apportionment and collection ; of private properly, -its varieties, 
rights, and limilalions; of p"'^'''- ="'Iiotity, its province and its 
limits; of all ihose delicate cog- s which, working into each 

other, constitute the great econor acial, and political machine. 

Each band in its own canton la^- ..i rude hands on the wheels 
within its reach, wrenching or breaking them haphazard, under 
the impul^ of the moment, heedless and indifferent to conse- 
quences, even when the reaction of to-morrow crushes them in 
tl»e ruin which they cause to-day. Thus do unchained negroes, 
each pulling and h.iuiing his own way, undertake to manage a 
ship ol which they have Just obtained the mastery, — In sucii a 
Slate of things white men are hardly worth more than blacic ones ; 
for, not only is the band, whose aim is violence, composed of those 
who are most destitute, most wildly enthusiastic, and most inclined 
to destructiveness and to license, but also, as this band tumult- 
uously carries out its violent aciion, each individual the most 
brutal, the most irrational, and most corrupt, descends lower than 
himself, even to the darkness, the madness, and the savagery of 
the dregs of society. In fact, a man who in the interchange of 
blows, would resist the excitement of murder, and not use his 
strength tike a savage, must be familiar with arms, accustomed to 
danger, cool'blooded, alive to the sentiment of honour, and, above 
all, sensitive to that stem military code which, to the imagination 
of the soldier, ever holds out to him the provost's gibbet to which 
he is sure to rise, should he strike one blow too many. All these 
restraints, inward as well as outward, are wanting to the man who 
plunges into insiurection. He is a novice in the acts of violence 
which he carries ouL He has no fear of the law, because he 
abolishes it. The action begun carries him further than he 
intended to go. His anger is exasperated by peril and resistance. 
He catches the fever from contact with those who are fevered, 
and follows robbers who have become his comrades.' Add to 
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this the clamours, the dmnkenness, the spectacle of destruction, 
the nervous tremor of the body strained beyond its powers of 
endurance, and we can comprehend how, from the peasant, the 
labourer, and the bourgeois, pacified and tamed by an old civili- 
sation, we see ail of a sudden spring forth the barbarian, and, still 
worse> the primitive animal, the grinning, sanguinary, wanton 
baboon, who chuckles while he slays, and gambols over the ruin 
he has accom)>1ished. Such is the actual government to which 
France is given up, and after eighteen months' experience, ihc 
best (]ualificd, most judicious and profoundest observer of the 
Revolution will find nothing to compare to it but the invasion of 
the Roman Empire in the fourth century.' " The Huns, the Heruli, 
the Vandals, and the Gotlis will come neither from the north nor 
from tlie Black Sea ; they are in our very midst." 

II. 

When in a building the princip^d beam gives way, cracks follow 
and multiply, and the secondary joists fall in one by one fur lack 
of the prop which supported them. In a similar manner the 
authority of the King being broken, all the powers which lie dele- 
gated tdl to the ground.* Intendants, parliaments, military 
connnands, grand provosts, administrative, judicial, and police 
funciiouarics in every province, and of every branch of the ser- 
vice, who maintain order and protect property, taught by the 
murder of De Launay, the imprisonment of Bezenval, the flight of 
Marshal de Broplie, the assassinations of Foulon and Berthier, 
know what it costs to perform their duties, and, lest this should be 
forgotten, local insurrections intervene, and keep them in mind 
of it. 

The officer in command in Burgundy is a prisoner at Dijon, 
with a guard at his door ; and he is not allowed to speak with 
any one without permission, and without the presence of wit- 
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nesses.' The Commandant of Caen is Ijesieged in the old pala^ 
and caplulales. The Commandant of Bordeaux surremlcrs Chj|j 
teau-Trompetle with its guns and equipment. The ConimandaH 
at MetJ'., who remains timi, sutTeis the insults and the orders a 
the populace. The Coramantlant of BriUany wanders about his ])ia 
vince "like a vagabond," while at Rcnnes his people, rnrniluiq 
and plate are kept as pledges ; as soon as he sets foot in Nor 
mandy he is surrounded, anil a sentinel is plact:d al his door. 
The Inlendant of IJesan^on takes to flight ; that of Rouen sees his 
dwelling sacked from top to bottom, and escapes amid the sboui* 
of a mob demanding his head. At Rcnnes, the Uean of ihe Parlis' 
ment is arrested, malireated, kept in his room ftiih a guard o\"a 
him, and then, although ill, sent out of the town under an escort 
At Slr<isbourg " thirty-six houses of magistrates are marked lU 
pillage."' At ISesJn^on, the President o( (he Pailiament is coflj 
strained to let out of prison the msurgents arrtsied in a laie out 
break, and to [lublicly bum llie whole of the papers belonging it 
the prosecution. In Alsace, since the b^inning of the troublt;!; 
the provosts were obliged to fly ; the bailiffs and manorial judge; 
hid themselves ; the forest-inspectors ran away, and the houses oi 
the guards were demolished : one man, sixty years of age, is out 
nigeously beaten and marched about the village, ihc people, mean' 
while, pulling out his hair; nothing remains of his dwclling^bul 
the walls and a portion of the roof; all his furniture and effect; 
are broken up, burnt or stolen ; he is forced to sign, along witfa 
his wife, an act by whidi he binds himself to refund all penalties 
inflicted by him, and to abandon all claims for damages for the 
injuries to fthich he has just been subjected. In Franclie-Comt^ 
the authorities dare not condemn delinquents, and the police do 
not arrest them ; tlie military commandant writes that " crimes ol 
every kind are on the increase, and that he has no means of punishing 
them." Insubordination is pennanent in all the provinces ; one oi 

' " AnJihtM Kalioiuln," H. mu- tctier of M. Amrlal. Jolj- nth : M, 7S4, nT It. dt 
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the provincial commissions states with sadness : " When all powers 
are in confusion and annihilated, when public force no longer 
exists, when all ties are sundered, when every individual considers 
himself relieved from all kinds of obligation, when public authority 
no longer dares make itself felt, and it is a crime to have been 
clothed with it, wliat can be expected of our efforts to restore 
order?"' All that remains of this great demolished State is forty 
thousand knots of men, each separated and isolated, in towns and 
small market villages where municipal bodies, elected committees, 
and improvised national guards strive to prevent the woret ex- 
cesses.— But these local chiefs are novices ; they are human, and 
they are timid. Chosen by acclamation they believe in popular 
rights ; in the midst of riots they fee! themselves in danger. Hence, 
they generally obey the crowd, " Rarely," says one of ihc pro- 
vincial commissions' reports, "do the municipal auihorliies issue a 
summons ; they allow the greatest excesses rather than enter upon 
prosecutions for which, sooner or later, they may be held respon- 
sibie by their fellow -citizens.. ..Municipal bodies have no longer 
the power to resist anything." Especially in the rural districts the 
mayor or syndic, who is a fanner, makes it his first aim lo make 
no enemies, and would resign his place if it were to bring him any 
" unpleasantness " with it. His rule in the towns, and especially 
in l^ge cities, is almost as lax and more precarious, because explo- 
sive material is accumulated here to a much larger extent, and 
the municipal officers, in their arm-chairs at the town-hall, sit 
over a mine which may explode at any time. To-morrow, per- 
haps, some resolution passed at a tavern in the suburbs, or some 
incendiary newspaper just received from Paris, will furnish the 
spark.— No other defence against the populace is at hand than the 
sentimental proclamations of the National Assembly, the useless 
presence of troops who stand by and look on, and the uncertain 
help of a national guard which will arrive too late. Occasionally 
these townspeople, who are now the sovereigns, utter a cry of 
diiitress from under the hands of the sovereigns of the street who 

■ Unnce dit Ltrer(or, i^. (Letter of the iDtemediitc camniniOD of PaitoB, the lut 
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grasp them by ihe tliroaL At Puy-en-Velay,' 3 town of twenty 
thousand inhabitants, ihe prhidial^ the committee of iwtntyfour 
commissioners, a l>oi]y of two hundred dragoons, and eight hun- 
dred men of the guard of burgesses, are "paralyzed, and completely 
slupefied, by the vile ])0])ulace. A mild treatment only increases 
its insubordin.il ion and insolence." This populace proscril>es 
whomsoever it pleases, and six days ago a gihbet, erected by Its 
bands, has announced to the new magistrates tlie fate that awaits 
them. " What will become of us this winter," they exclaim, "in 
our impoverished coimtry, where brtad is not to bs had ! We 
shall be the prey of wild beasts !" 



These people, in truth, are hui ■, and, since the Revolution, 

Iheir misery liai increasei!. Arc Puy-enVeUy the country is 

^ laid waste, and the soil broVen Ui^ uj a lenible tempest, a (ierce 

i hailstorm, and a dirluge of rain. In the south, the crop proved to 
be moderate and even insufficient. " To traci; a picture of the 
condition of Languedoc," writes the intendant,' "would be to give 
an account of calamities of every description. The panic which 
prevails in all communities, and which is stronger than alt laws, 
stops traffic, and would cause famine even in the midst of plenty. 
Commodities are enormously higi), and there Is a lat^ of cash. 
Communities are rtjined by the enormous outlays to whicji they 
are exposetl, — the payment of the deputies lo the seneschal's 
court, the establishment of the burgess guards, guardhouses for 
this militia, the purchase of arms, uniforms, and outlays in forming 
communes and permanent councils; printing of all kinds, for the 
publication of the most unessential deliberations ; the loss of time 
due :o disiurbances occasioned by these ciraimslances ; the uttet 
stagnation of manufacnires and of trade," — all these causes com- 
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hired " have reduced I^nguedoc to tlie last extremity."- In the 
Ceiiire, and in the North, where the crops are good, provisions are 
not less scarce, because wheat is not allowed a circulation, and is 
kept concealed. "For five months," writes the municipal as- 
sembly of Louviers,' " not a farmer has made his ap|)earancc in the 
markets of this town. Such a circumstance was never knoivn before, 
although, from time to time, high prices have prevailed to a consi- 
derable extent. On the contrary, the markets were always well 
supplied in proportion to the high price of grain." In vain the 
munici|)ality orders the surrounding forty-seven parishes to provide 
tliem with wheat ; they pay no attention to the mandate ; each for 
himself and each for his own house ; the intendani is no longer 
present to compel local interests to give way to public interests. 
" In the wheat districts around us," says a letter from one of the 
Burgundy towns, " we cannot rely on being able to make free 
purchases. Special regulations, suppOTted by the burgess militia, 
prevent grain from be ng sent out, and put a stop to its circulation. 
The adjacent markets are of no use to us. Not a sack of grain 
has been brought into our market for about eight months." — At 
Troyes, bread costs four sous per pound j at Bar-sur-Aube, and in 
the vicinity, four and a half sous per pound, lite artisan who is 
out of work now earns twelve sous a day at the lelief works, and, 
on going into the country, he sees that the grain crop is good. 
What conclusion can he come lo but that the dearth is due to the 
monO|X]lisls, and that, if he should die of hunger, it would be 
because those scoundrels have starved him ? — By virtue of this 
reasoning whoever has to do with thet>e provisions, whether pro- 
prietor, farmer, merchant or administrator, all are considered 
traitors. It is plain that there is a plot against the people : the 
government, the Queen, the clergy, the nobles are all parties to it ; 
and likewise the magistrates and the weal thy amongst the bourgeoisie 
and the rich. A rumour is current in the Ile-de-France that sacks 
of flour are thrown into the Seine, and that the cavalry horses arc 
purposely made to eat grain in the stalk. In Brittany, it is main- 
tained that grain is exported and stored up abroad. In Touraine, 
it is certain that this or that wholesale dealer allows it to sprout 
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in his granaries rather tlian sell it. Al Troj-es, a story prevails 
that another !i as poisoned his flour with alum and arsenic, com- 
missioned to ilo so by the bakers. — Conceive the effect of sus- 
picions like these upon a suffering muhitude ! A wave of hatred 
ascends from the empty stomach to the morbid hrain. The j>eopIe 
are everj'where in quest of their imaginary enemies, plunging for- 
ward with closed eyes no matter on whom or on what, not merely 
with all the weight of their mf" '"" with all the energy of Hieir 
fury. 



p From the earliest of tl they were already alarmed. 

I Accustomed to being led, ■ .... . hen! is scared at being lelt 

/ tw itself; it misses its lea it has t'oddcn under foot; 

j in throwing off their trammc. ,. eprived itself of their protec- 

/ lion. It feels lonely, in an unknown coimtrj-, exposed to dangers 

I of which it is ignorant, and against which it ii unable to guard itself. 

^ Now that the shepherds are slain or disarmed, suppose the wolves 

should unexpectedly appear ! — And there are wolves — I mean 

vagabonds and criminals — who have but just issued out of the 

darkness. They have robbed and burned, and are to be found at 

every insurrection. Now that the police force no longer puts 

them down, they show themselves instead of keeping themselves 

concealed. 1'hey have only to lie in wait and come forth in a 

band, and both life and property will be at their mercy, — Deep 

anxiety, a vague feeling of dread, spreads through both town and 

country: towards the end of July the panic, like a blinding, 

suffocating whirl of dust, suddenly sweeps over hundreds of 

leagues of territory. The brigands arc coming ! they are firing 

the crops I they are only six leagues off, and then only two — it is 

proved by the fugitives who are escaping in confusion. 

On the sSth of July, at AngoulSme,' the tocsin is heard about 
three o'clock in the afternoon ; the drums beat to arms, and 
cannon are mounted on the ramparts ; the town has to be put in 
astateof defence against 15,000 bandits who are approaching; 
and from the walls a cloud of dust on the road is discovered with 

> "An:h<n*NatiAiialH."D.nii.I. LctlErDf U.Priind-t)claHrt|Anpiiiteinc,ABKiu( 
■•t).— OfM. Bret, Li«at«aDl-Ginml nf lh( provintihip oF Mudogoe, SrptculMi' jtb.— 
01 lbs Cbevilier it Culrllu (Aarergnc), Srpteiubrr ijdi {mUling to Ibc nigbl bctnccn 
Die tnduid %r& of Anput}.— UadwDC Caupan, ii. fij. 
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terror. It proves to be the post-waggon on its way to Bordeaux. 
After this the number of brigands is reduced to 1,500. but there 
is no doubt that they are ravaging the country. At nine o'clock 
in the evening 20,000 men are under arms, and thus they pass 
the night, always listening without hearing anything. Towards 
three o'clock in the morning there is a fresh alarm with the tocsin, 
4 and the people form themselves in battle array ; it is certain that 
the brigands have burned Ruffec, Vemeuil, La Rochefoucauld, 
and other places. The next day countrymen flock in to give 
their aid against bandits who are still absent. ** At nine o'clock," 
says a witness, " we had 40,000 men in the town, to whom we 
had to be grateful" As the bandits do not show themselves, it 
must be because they are concealed ; a hundred horsemen, a large 
number of men on foot, start out to search the forest of Bra^onne, 
and to their great surprise they find nothing. But the terro: is 
not allayed; ** during the following days a guard is kept mounted, 
and companies are enrolled among the burgesses," while Bordeaux, 
duly informed, dispatches a courier to offer the support of 20,000 
men and even 30,000. ** Wliat is surprising," adds the narrator, 
"is that at ten leagues off in the neijhbourhooJ, in each 
parish, a similar disturbance took place, and at about the satre 
hour." — That a girl returning to the village at night should meet 
two men who do not belong to the neighbourhood is sufficient to 
give rise to these panics. The case is the same in Auvergne. 
Whole parishes, on the strength of this, betake themselves at 
night to the woods, abandoning their houses, and carrying away 
their furniture ; " the fugitives tiod down and destroyed their own 
crops; pregnant women were injured in the forests, and othe?s 
lost their wits." Fear lends them wings. Two years after this, ; 
Madame Campan was shown a rocky peak on which a woman ] 
had taken refuge, and from which she was obliged to be let down • 
wiih ropes. — The people at last return to their homes, and their 
lives seem to resume the even tenor of their way. But such large 
masses are not unsettled with impunity ; a tumult like this is, in 
itself, a fruitful source of alarm : as the country did rise, it must 
have been on account of threatened danger ; and if the peril was 
not due to brigands, it must have come from some other quarter. 
Arthur Young, at Dijon and in Alsace/ hears at the public dinner-^ 

^ Aitbur Youoff, *' Vo}aifet in Fnutce," July 24tli and 31st, August 13th and :9th. 
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tables that ik' Queen had forrncri a plot to undemiiiie ihe 
Nati'Mial Assembly am! to massacre all I'.iris. Liter on he is 
arrested in a vili,i-e ne.ir Clermont, and examined because he is 
evidently conspiring »itli the Queen and the Comte d'Entiaigues 
to blow lip the town and send the survivors lo Die galleys. 

No argument, no experience has any ttfect against the multiply- 
ing phantoms of an over-exdted imagination. Henceforth evtry 
commune, and every man, jwovitle themselves wiih arms and keep 
them ready for use. Ihe peasant searches his hoard, and "finds 
from ten to twelve francs tor the purchase of a gun." " A national 
militia is found in the poorest village." Burgess guards and com- 
panies of volunteers pitrol all the towns. Military commanders 
deliver arms, ammunition, and equipments, on the requisition of 
municipal bodies, while, in case of refusal, the arsenals are pillaged, 
and, voluntarily or by force, four hundred thousand guns thus 
pass into the hands of the people in six mont'ia.' Not conterjt 
with this th-y must have cannon, Brest having demanded two, 
every low n in Brittany docs the same Ihiiigi their amour-propre 
is excited, and also the need of feeling themselves strong. They 
lack nothing now to render themselves masters. All authority, 
all torce, every means of constraint and of intimidation is in their 
hands, and in theirs alone ; and these sovereign hands have 
notliing to guide tliem in this actual interregnum of all legal 
powers, but the wild or murderous suggestions i£ hunger or 
distrust. 



It would take too much space to recount all the violent acts 
which were committed, — convoys arrested, grain pillaged, millers 
and corn merchania hung, decapitated, slaughtered, farmers called 
upon under threats of death to give up even the seed reserved 
for sowing, proprietors ransomed and houses sacked.* These 

■ D. HDiiIlU.iaa.— "ArchivnNitioi»In.''KK. iidj. Corrcipandena of U. da Thiud, 
Sept«iBb«' x^ 17^ {■propcM of ODD bundjfd guni pven to tho biwa of fiaint.Krimc). 
"Thvf At«ib« of 1h« ili£htcst lue, bu( thii paiiion for 4nni ia 11 tnDponryrpidfnictihich 
null bs allomd 10 inixiilg of iUeIL PeoptB an drtemiinal 10 believe in brifuidi ud in 
ennnioi, whrrui neither cilil." Scplenber i^th. " Vinil; alone iiii|Kli Ihsp, aod Um 

• "Aic]iiir«N>tionaI»."H.I4S}. Lctten oTM, Arnclol, Julf lytbud >4th. "Senrd 
mittlir prints psmiu of the Ismi (AtuaanE) hare been put la moaoni b^ iLii b«nd, of 
•iliicli the larfHt punion CDuitli of ruDiani."— I.nler of nine CBllivatun of Urrtenil 
(Picardy), July (jrd (their gianariei oerr pilUgcd np lu Uie lait fnia >be previotM 
•venini). " iliey threaten 10 pillage uBr cropa and lel our bunt cb fit) u lowi as tbaj 
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outrages, unpunished, tolerated and even excused or badly su[)- 
pre^sed, are constantly repeated, and are, at first, directed against 
public men and public property. As is commonly the case, the 
rabble head the march and stamp the character of the whole 
insurrection. 

On the 19th of July^^,at^trasbourg, on the news of Neckcr's 
return to office, it ipt^rf rets after its own fashion the public joy 
which it witnesse;^ Five or six hundred beggars,^ their numbers soon 
increased by U^ petty tradesmen, rush to the town-hall, the magis- 
trates only having time to fly through a back door. The soldiers, 
on their part, with arms in iheir hands, allow all these things to 
go on, while several of them spur the asbailants on. The windows 
are dashed to pieces under a hailstorm of stones, the doors are 
forced with iron crow-bars, and the populace enter amid a burst 
of acclamations from the spectators. Immediately, through every 
opening in the building, which has a fa9ade frontage of eighty 
feet, '* there is a shower of shutters, sashes, chairs, tables, sofas, 
books and papers, and then another of tiles, /^boards, balconies 
and fragments of wood-work." The public aRihives are thrown 
to die wind, and the surrounding streets are ^rewed with them ; 
the letters of enfranchisement, ihe charters of privileges, all the 
authentic acts which, since Louis XIV., have guaranteed the 
liberties of the town, perish in the flames. Some of the rabble in 
the cellars stave in casks of precious wine ; fifteen thousand 
measures of it are lost, making a pool live feet deep in \^hich several 
are drowned. Others, loaded with booty, go away under the 
eyes of the soldiers without being arrested. The havoc continues 
for three days ; a number of houses belonging to some of the 
magistrates "are sacked from garret to cellar." When the 
honest burgesses at last obtain arms and restore order, they are 

are full. W. Tasiard, the notary, has been visited in his house by the populace, and his life 
has been threatened " Letter of Moreau, Procureur cu Roi at the .Seneschal's Court at 
Rar-lc-Duc, September 15, 1789, D. xxix. I. " On the 27th of July the people rose and 
most cruelly assassinated a merchant trading in wheat. On the 27th and 28th his house 
and that of another were sacked,** &c. 

> Chronicle of Dominick Schmuts (" Rfvne d'AIsac^,'* v. Hi. 3rd series. These are his 
own expressions : Gesindtl, Lumpen- gesindel. — ^De Kochambean, " M^oires,*' i. 353. 
Arthur Young (an eye-witness), July 21 t. Of Dammartin (eye-witness), i. 105. M. de 
Kochainbeao shows the usual indecision and want of vigour : whilst the mob are pillaging 
houses and throwing things out of the windows, he passes in front of his regiments (8,000 
men) drawn up for action, and sajrs, *' My friends, my good friends, you see what is gi>ing 
on. How horrible ! Alas I the e are your papers, your titles and those of your parents/* 
1 be koldieis smile at this sentimental prattle 
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content with the hanging of one of the robbers ; ahliough, m 
order lo please the [luopie, the magistrates aic chaiigei! ami the 
price of bread anil meat is reduced. It is noc surprising that ai'ier 
such tactics, and with such rewards, the riol should spread through 
the neighbourhood far and near : in fact, slatting from Strasbourg 
it ovemns Ahacc, ivliile in the country as in the city, there are 
always drunkards and ra,^ab found to head it. 

No matter where — be it ■" *'■" '^-ist, tn the West, or in the 
North — the instigators are al' j^ i his stamp. At Cherbourg, 
on the aist of J ly,' the two ie= of the riot are " highway 

robbers," who jilace therastlveo le head of women of the 

suburbs, foreign sailors, the pi the harbour, and it includes 

soldiers in workman's sm force the delivery of the 

keys of the grain warchoi^- um vreck the dwellings of the 
three richest merchants, al lat of M. de Garantot, the sul>- 
delega'e : " All records and papers are burnt ; at M. de Garantoi's 
alone the loss is estimated at more than ioo,ooq crowns at 
least," — The same instinct of destruction prevails everywhere — » 
sort of envious fury against all who possess, command, or enjoy 
anything. At Maubeuge, on the 17th of July, at the very 
moment of the assembly of the representatives of the commune,* 
the rabble interferes directly in its usual fashion. A band of 
nail- and gun-makers takes possession o( the town-hall, and obliges 
the mayor to reduce the price of bread. Almost immediately 
after this another band follows uttering cries of death, aod 
smashes the windows, while the garrison, which has been ordered 
out, quietly contemplates the damage done. Death to the 
mayor, 10 all rulers, and to all employ^ t The rioters force open 
the prisons, set the prisoners free, and attack the tax-offices. Tlie 
octroi offices are demolished from top to bottom : they pull down 
the harbour offices and throw the scales and weights into the 
river. All the custom and excise stores are carried off, and the 
officials are compelled to give acquittances. The houses of the 
registrar and of the sheriff, that of the revenue comptroller, two 
hundred yards outside the town, are sacked ; the doors and the 
windows are smashed, the furniture and linen is torn to shreds, and 
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the plate and jewellery is thrown into the wells. The same 
havoc is committed in the mayor's town -house, also in his country- 
house a league off. " Not a window, not a door, not one article 
or eatable " is preserved ; their work, moreover, is conscientiously 
done, without stopping a moment, " from ten in the evening up to 
ten in the morning on the following day." In addiiion to this 
the mayor, who has served for thirty-four years, resigns his office at 
the solicitation of the well-disposed but terrified people, and leaves 
the country. — At Rouen, after the 24th of July,' a written placard 
shows, by its orthography and its style, what sort of intellects 
composed it and what kind of actions are to follow it : '' Nation, 
you have here four heads to strike off— those of Pontcarry (the 
first president), Maussion (the intendant), Godard de Belboeuf (the 
attorney-general), and Durand (the attorney of the King in the 
town). Without this we are lost, and if you do not do it, people 
will take you for a heartless nation." Nothing could be more 
explicit. The municipal body, however, to whom the Parliament 
denounces this list of proscriptions, replies, with its forced opti- 
mism, that "no citizen should consider himself or be considered 
as proscribed ; he may and must believe himself to be safe in his 
own dwelling, satisfied th it there is not a person in the city who 
would not fly to his rescue." This is equal to telling the populace 
that it is free to do as it pleases. On the stiength of this the 
leaders of the riot work on in security for ten days. One of 
them is a man named Jourdain, a lawyer of I.isieux, and, like most 
of his brethren, a demagogue in principles ; the other is a stroll- 
ing actor from Paris named Bordier, Yimous in the part of harle- 
quin,' a bully in a house of ill-fame, " a night-rover and drunkard, 
and who, fearing neither God nor devil," has taken up patriotism, 
and comes down into the provinces to play tragedy, and that, tragedy 
in real life. The fifth act begins on the night of the 3rd of August, 
with Bordier and Jourdain as the principal actors, and behind 
them the rabble along with several companies of fresh volunteers. 
A shout is heard, " Death to the monopolists ! death to Maussion ! 
we must have his head ! " They pillage his hotel : many of them 
become intoxicated and fall asleep in his cellar. The revenue 
offices, the toll-gates of the town, the excise office, all buildings 
in which the royal revenue is collected, are wrecked. Immense 

» Floiuet, Til. 551. 

* De Goucourt, " La Socteti franfaiie pendant la R^volutum/' 37, 
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bonfires are lighted in the streels an.I on the oIi! market square ; 
lumitiire, clolhes, papers, kitchen utensils, arc all thrown in pell- 
mell, while carriajjes are dragt'eil out and tumbleil inio the Seine. 
It is only when tlie town-hall is attacked that the national guani, 
beginning to be rlaniioi, makes up its mind to sei/.e Bordier and 
some others. The following morning, hon'ever, at the shout of 
Carabo, and led by Jonrdain, the prison is forced, Bordier set 
free, and the intendLint's residence, with its ofKces, is sacked a 
second time, Whi^n, finally cals are taken and led to 

the scaffold, the pofiidjce Is Su stronj their favour as to retjuire 

the pointing of loaded cannon nn \, to keep them down. — At 
Btsan^on,' on the 13th of e leaders consist of the 

servant of an exhibitor of two gaol-bitds of whom 

O vie has already been bra ;quence of a riot, and a 

number of " inhabitants of 1, towards evetiing, spre.id 

through the town along witti ..,,. ..uicrs. The gunners insult 
itie officers they meet, seize them by the thioaland want to throw 
them into the Doubs. Others go to the house of the commandant, 
M. de Langeron, and demand money of him ; on his refusing to 
give it they tear olT their cockades and exclaim, " We too belong 
to the Thirtl-Estate ! " in other words, that they are the masters ; 
subsequently they demand the head of the inlendant, M. de 
Cuumartin, forcibly enter his dwelling and break up his furniture. 
On the following day the rabble and the soldiers enter the 
coffee-houses, the convents, and the inns, and demand to be served 
with wine and eatables as much as they want, and then, heated 
by drink, they bum the excise offices, force o;)en several prisons, 
and set free all the smugglers and deserters. To put an end to 
this saturnalia a grand banquet in the open air is suggested, in 
which the National Guard is to fraternise with the whole garrison ; 
but the banquet turns into a drinking-bout, entire cimpanies 
remaining under the tables dead drank ; other companies cany 
away with them four hogsheads of wine, and the rest, finding 
themselves left in the lurch, are scattered abroad outside the 
walls in order to rob the cellars of the neighbouring villages. 
The next day, encouraged by the example set them, a portion of 
the garrison, accompanied by a number of workmen, repeat the 
expedition in the country. Finally, afier four days of this 01^, 

> "Archivci N'aliuniln." D. nil. I. Lcttor ot tba officcn of Iho twiliwick of Mk^ 
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to prevent Bcsan^on and its outskirts from being inHcfinilely 
treated as a cont,m;red country, the buj^ess guard, in alliance 
iiilh t!ie soldiers who have remained loyal, rebel against the 
rebellion, go in quest of the marauders and hang two of them 
that same evuning. — Such is insurrection ! ' an irruption of brute 
force which, turned loose on the habitations of men, can do 
nothing but gorge itself, waste, break, destroy, and do damage to 
itseli'j ad if we fgliow the details of local history, we see how, 
in these days, similar outbreaks of violence might be expected at 
any time. 

At Troves,' on the iSth of July, a market-day, the peasants 
refuse to pay the entrance duties ; the octroi having been sup- 
pressed at Paris, it ought also to be suppressed at Troyes. The 
jxipulace, excited by this fivst disorderly act, gndier iiuo a mob 
for die purpose of dividing die grain aiid anns amongNl iheuiselvcs, 
and the next day the town-had is invested by seven or eight t.iou- 
sand men, armed nith clubs and stones. The day alter, a band, 
recruited in the surrounding villages, armed with flails, shovels, and 
pitch forks, enters under the leadership of a joiner who marches at 
tlie head of it with a drawn sabre ; fortunately, "all the honest 
folks among the burgesses " immediately form themselves into a 
national guard, and this iirst attempt at a jacquerie is put down. 
But the agitation continues, and false rumours constantly keep it 
up. On the 29th of July, on the report being circulated that five 
hundred " brigands " had left Paris and were coming to ravage the 
duniry, the tocsin sounds in the villages, and the peasants go 
forth armed. — Henceforth, a vagi'e idea of some impending' 
danger fills all minds; the necessity of defence and of guarding 
against enemies is maintained. The new demagogues avail ihem- 
stlves of this 10 keep their hold on the people, and when the time 
comes, to use it against their chiefs. It is of no use to assure the 
people that the latter are patriots ; that only recently they wel- 
comed Necker with enthusiastic shouts ; that the priests, the monks, 
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and (.anons vere the first to adopt the nukKul cockade ; thxt the 
noblts of the city ami iti enviroos vk the most liberal in France ; 
that, on the loth of July, the burgess gUArd saixd the toon ; that 
alt the «-calthy gi^e lo the national workshops ; ttut &[jyot Htiez, 
"a venerable and honest m^istnie,' b a beoe&ctoc to the poor 
and to (he public All the oM leaulen are objects of distrusL — 
On the 8th of Au|;t:^t, 3 ntob demands the disanissal of the dra- 
goons, arms for all ko]unteCT>, btoul ai two sous the poun.l, and 
the freeilom of all piisoners. On the 19th of Aitgusi the National 
Guard rejects its old otTicers as ari^ociats, and elects new ones. 
On the 17th of Au^f-i, the cioml invade the to«n-lulI and dis- 
tribute the arms »::ii>nt'^t theiiisclves. On the 5th of September, 
two hundred men, leil bj Traelle, president of the new committee^ 
Ibrce the salt depot and ha\e sah delivered to them at sx sous per 
pound. — Mcanwh.k, in the lowest quarter of ibe citjf, a story is 
concocted to the cfTcct that if wheat is sauce h is because Huet, the 
ntavor, and M. de S:. Georges, the oKi coinniai>Iant, arc roono- 
|)olists, and now thev <ay o:' Huei what they said fi^e weeks 
before of Foulon, that " he wants to make ibe people eat hay * 
The manf-headcd Irale growls 6eTcdy atkd is about to spring. 
As usual, instead of restrainii^ him, diey try to manage him. 
" Vou must put your aulhoiity aside for a moment,' writes the 
deputy of l>o>-es to the sberiSs," and act towards the people 
as to a friend ; be as gentle with them as you would be with yoor 
equals, and rest fcaured that they are capable of respcMidLng to iL* 
Thus does Huei act, artd be even does more, paying no attentioa 
to their meitaces, refiising to pro^'ide for his own safety and almost 
ofiering himself as a sacrifice. "1 have wroi^ed no one,' be 
exdaimcd ; "why should any one bear hm iH-wili ?"* His st^ 
precaution is lo provide something for the urtfutunate poor wbca 
he is gone : he bequeaths in his will iS,ooo livics to the poor, and, 
on the eve of his ileath, sends too crowns to the bureau of charity. 
But what a\-ail sel'-abnegation and beneficence against blind, 
insane rage ! On the 9ih cu' Septembn, three loads of flour proving 
tu be unsound, the people collect and shout txit, "Doan with 
the fioar-dealers ! Down with madiin^ ! Down with the 
mayor* Death to the mayw. and let TrueOe be put in his 
phce ! " — Huei, on leaving his court-room, is ktkocked down, mur- 
dered by kick:^ and blows, throttled, dragged to the recej^ion hall, 
EtTiick on hU head with a uM, and pitL^icd donn the grao-J slaiF- 
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case. Tlie municipal officers strivcin vain to protect hill; a lOpe i 
is put around his neck and they begin to drag liim aling. A /' 
pricat, who begs to be allowed at least to save his soul, is repulsed 
and beaten. A woman jumps on the prostrate old man, stamps j 
on his face and repeatedly thrusts her scissors in his eyes. He is j 
dragged along with the rope around his neck up to the Pont de 1 
la Selle, and thrown into the neighbouring ford, and then drawn ■■ 
out, again dragged through the streets and in the gutters, with a 
bunch of hay crammed in his mouth.' 

In the meantime, his house as well as that of the lieutenant of 
police, that of the notary Guyot, and that of M. de Saint-Georges, 
are sacked ; the pillaging and destruction lasts four houre ; at the 
notary's house, six hundred bottles of wine are consumed or 
carried off; objects of value are divided, and the rest, even down 
to the iron balcony, is demolished or broken ; the rioters cry out, 
on leaving, that they have still to bum twenty-seven houses, and 
lo take twenty-seven heads. " No one at Troyes went to bed tliat 
fatal night."— During the succeeding days, for neatly two weeks," 
society seems to be dissolved. Placirds posted about the streets 
proscribe municipal officers, cinons, divines, privileged persons, pro- 
minent merchants, and even ladies of charily; the latter arc so 
frightened that ihey throw up their office, while a number of per- 
sons move off into the country ; others barricade themselves in 
their dwellings and only open their doors with sabre in hand. Not 
until the aiith does the orderly class rally sufficiently to resume 
the ascendancy and arrest the miscreants.— Such is })ublic life in ' 
France after the 14th of July: the magistrates in each town ftel 
tliat they are at the mercy of a band of savages and sometimes of 
cannibals. Those of TT03'es had just tortured Huez after th^ , 
la^hion of Hurons, while those of Caen did worse ; Major dc Bel- i 
zance, not less innocent, and under sworn protection,' was cut to \ 
pieces like Laperouse in the Fiji Islands, and a woman ate his \ 
heart. 



(nfeacd "that fat faad nude him 

ion, bjr lUbbing him In the neck It 
I MicFI, lan<]) br coninring it id Ihat ha niKht do it aflrn, u Inng u 
in 1 Ihal the da on which U. Hun died yielded him ten lrani:i, (asether 
V.\t nf M. Knri, found on blin whm he wii flrrn'eit ii hi:> fll^lii." 

" n oF the Ilouri^ regiment 
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VI. 

We can divine, under such circumstances, whether taxes came 
in, and whcllier niuniciialilies that sway about in every iwpular 
breeze have the power of keeping up odious revenue rights. — To- 
wards the end of Seiitember,' I find a list orthirly-six commitlees 
or municipal liodies w)iich, within a radius of fifty leagues arountl 
Paris, refuse to ensure the collection of taxes. One of thcra 
tolerates the sale of contraband si i order not to excite a riot. 
Another takes the iirecaiuion tn sarm the employes in the 
excise departnien!. In a third municipal otTiccrs were the 

first to provide themselves with aband salt and contraband 

tobacco. 

At Peronne aud at Ham, the order having come to restore the 
toll-houses, tlie people destroy the soldiers' quarters, comluct all 
the emplo)fc lo their homes, and order them to leave within 
twenty-four hours, under penally of death. After twenty months' 
resistance P:iris will end the matier by forcing the National 
Assembly to give in and by obtair.ing ihe final suppression of its 
(Ktroi.*~0( all the creditors whose hand each one felt on his 
shoulders, that of the exchequer was the heaviest, and now it is 
the weakest; hence iliis is the first whose grasp is to be shaken 
off; there is none which is more heartily detested orwhich receives 
harsher treatment, l^pecially against collectors of the salt-tax, 
custom house oJiccrs, and excisemen the fury is universal. These, 
everywhere,' are in danger of their lives and are obliged to fl/. 
At Fa!ai=e, in Nonnandy, the people threaten to " cut to pieces 
the director of the excise." At Baignes, in Sainlonge, his house is 
devastated and his papers and effects are burned ; they put a 
knife to the throat of his son, a child six years of age, saying, 

1 "Arthan IlaliuDalei,"H. MS}. Itid. O. txH. I. NoM of M. daUTcWMlu-Pin, 
Or.lD'fC f SUl. 

' DccM, Fcbruurr I, i}f 9, cafbrced Mir I followiDC 

> "Archive! Kitio'ialo," D. nil. I. Utter of tbs toant dsMonUniia, AnenK Sib, 
with Dola hr M.Paulun. di eclu of the ciciie (» idnirstle leiMr. mndesl anil libnl, 
and mding kjrduiandiBC a pirdon lot people led aitny), H.t4j]. Letlrrortbcaluinier 
of the eleclian diilrict °f FaUiic, Julr I7tls fee. UtKitnr, I. joj. jS;, ;o5(<wi<ine 
d( Auguit }th BDil 17th atidof ><'ptrlnbn- l]rd|. " The roj'al iwcnuci are diminithiliK 
Headilji." Raui and lliirhei, III. 114 (imiDa of Octobei 14, i7Sg). OiBMia u of t, 

■liojcd, Il<s c'.rilfi' hont% have teen lold by auclioii ; the nnplo)-^! Iiai-r Lrrn Inld to 
wilhdr;.w fion the piovlnce viihin rigLt d3T>> J he iohabiunu hue dniued that (b« 
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"Thou must perish that there may be no more of thy race." For 
four hours the clerks are on (he point of being torn to pieces; 
through the entreaties of tlie lord of the manor, who sees scythes 
and sabres aimed at his own head, they are released only on the 
condition that they "abjure their employment." — Again, for two 
months following the taking of the Bastille, insurrections brertlc 
out by hundrecls, like a volley of musketry, against indirect taxa- 
tion. From the 23rd of July the Iniendant of Champagne reports 
tliat " the uprising is general in almost all the towns under his 
generalship." On the foUoiving day the Intendant of Alengon 
writes that, in his province, "the royal dues will no longer be 
paid anywhere." On the 7th of August, M. Necker states to die 
National Assembly that in the two intendaiUs' districts of Caen 
and Alen^on it has been necessary to reduce the price of salt one- 
half ; that " in an infinity of places " the collection of the excise is 
stopped or suspended ; that the smuggling of salt and tobacco is 
done by "convoys and by open force "in Picardy, in Lorraine, 
and in the Trois-Evfich^s ; that the indirect tax does not come 
in, that the receivers-general and the receivers of the iaiUe are 
" at bay " and can no longer keep iheir engagements. 'Flic 
public income diminishes from month to month ; in the social 
body, the heart, already so feeble, faints ; deprived of the blood 
which no longer reaches ii, it ceases to propel to the muscles 
the vivifying current which restores their waste and adds to their 
energy. 

" All controlling power is slackened," says Necker, " everything 
is a prey to the passions of indivi<]uals." Where is the power to 
constrain ihem and to secure to the State its dues } Tlie clergy, 
the nobles, wealthy townsmen, and cert^n brave artisans and 
farmers, undoubtedly pay, and even sometimes give spontaneously. 
But in society those who possess intelligence, who are in easy 
circumstances and conscientious, form a small select class — the 
great mass is egoristic, ignorant, and needy, and lets its money 
go only under constraint ; there is but one way to collect the taxes, 
am) that is to extort them. From time immemorial, direct taxes 
in France have been collected only by bailiffs and seizures ; which 
is not surprising, as they take away a full hall of the net income. 
Now that the peasants of each village are armed and form a band, 
let the collector come and make seizures if he dare I — " Imme- 
diately after the decree on the equality of the taxes," writes the. 
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provincial toiimiisjion of Alsace,' " the people generally rcAised 
to make any |>ayin.;iits. until those who were eACmpt aoil privi- 
leged should haie been inscrihcd on the local lints." In many 
places the ])LMsaiits threaten to obtain the reimbursement of their 1 
insUlments, «hile in others ihey insist that the decree should be 
retrospective ami that the new rale-payers should pay (or the 
past year. '- No collector dare send an oflidal to distrain; none 
iion," — " It is not the good 
r, " but the rabble who make 
jf them ; " n:sistai\ce and dis- 
! that have nothing to lose." — 
but they usurp jiroperty, and 
tever belongs to the Nation 
Alaace are laid waste, the 
wantonly destroyed with the 
waste:ulness of children or of maniacs, ■' In many places, to 
avoid the iniil.L of removing tlie woods, they are burnt, and the 
people connni themselves with carrying off the ashes." — After 
the decrees nf August 4ih, anil in spite of the law which licenses 
the proprietor only to hunt on his own grounds, the impulse to 
break the law becomes irresistible. Every man who can procure 
a guti begins operations i * the crop^ which are still standing are 
trodden under foot, the lordly residences are invaded and the 
palings are scaled ; the King himself at Versailles is wakened by 
shots fired in his park. Stag>, lawns, deer, wild boars, hares, and 
rabbits, are stain by thousands, cooked with stolen wood, and 
eaten up on the s[)Ot. There is a constant discharge of musketry 
throughotit France for moie than two months, and, as on an 
American prairie, every living animal belongs to him who kills it. 
At Choiseul, in Champagne, not only are all the hares and par- 
tridges of the barony exterminated, but the ponds are exhausted 
of fish ; the court of the chateau even is entered, to fire on the 
pigeon house and destroy the pigeons, and then the pigeons and 

I ■' ATchi'-« Nitionalei,'* F. 7. JUJ {Lrtlrr of S-p[™ber I, 1719). 

• Ailhnr YoonR, Scptnnba' 3MI1. " Oim •™ild think that nrni niilf eo" i" Proveoc* 

■I'l.Bl mv can." • cugnot, t. 141. "Anhivn Nitinniin,* li. iiii. I. tetter of tbo 
Chenlicrd'Alleiivilir, Srptmtwra. i;«g(cRvin>ualBar.iiir-Aabr). '■ The pMunti (• 
in amnl lundi inn tlu wool* bdonsing 10 the Abbrjrof Inii-i untainei, wtitch tbaf 
rni down. 1 liry uw up ibe oaki mA truiport thrni on wagjom \n Trmi .Siioi-DJciar, 
vrhrrp tficy kLI Ifaeni. In odwf placet Ihcy fiib in llle pondi tad bical the enibuA- 
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fish, of wiiich they have too many, are offered to the proprietor 
for sale. — Ii is " the patriots " of the village with " smugglers and 
bad characters " belonging to the neighbourhood who make this 
expedition ; they are seen in the front ranks of every act of 
violence, and it is not difficult to foresee that, under their leader- 
ship, attacks on public persons and public property will be 
followed by attacks on private persons and private property, 

VII. 
Indeed, a proscribed class already exists, and a name has been 
found for it .* it is the " aristocrats." This deadly term, applied at 
first to the nobles and prelates in the States -General who declined 
to lake part in the reunion of the three onlers, is extended so as 
to embrace all whose titles, offices, alliances, and manner of living 
distinguish them from the multitude. That which entitled them 
to respect is that which marks them out as objects of ill-will ; while 
the people, who, thouj^h suffering from their privileges, did not 
regard them personally with hatred, are tauglit to consider them 
as their enemies. £.ich, on his own estate, is held accountable 
for ihe evil designs attributed to his brethren at Versailles, and, on 
the false report of a plot at the centre, the peasants range them- 
selves on the side of the conspirators.' Thus does the peasant 
jacquerie commence, and the wild enthusiasts who have fanned 
the flame in Paris are likewise fanning the flame in the provinces. 
" Yt'U wish to know the authors of the agitations," writes a sen- 
sible man 10 the committee of investigation ; " you will find them 
amongst the deputies of the Third-Estate," and especially among 
the attorneys and advocates. " These dispatch incendiary letters 
to their constituents, which letters are received by municipal 
botlies alike composed of attorneys and of advocates .... they are 
read aloud in the public squares, while copies of them are distri- 
buted among all the villages. In these villages, if any one knows 
how to read besides the priest and the lord of the manor, it is the 
legal practitioner," the born enemy of the lord of the manor, whose 

October. I, 1789. On llie Jlll of Julj. ■ rrpait i> ipnud ihal th.' bris^uidl ire Cominf. 
Oil the itl arAiifiut (hp poasanti bib thenufllvd. *'Tbey Hmiutr theniMlvn by diiflklnCi 

iD^iLc i>ieni belien llwl 11. Ie Cooile d'EjpiBclul bad arTinid in dncniH Ibi noiuiB 
bcfon >t MauUc, tbat he wu the isUwr of llw trosbla diRacbing Ihc pnivisca at Ibit 
tinip, (nd tlu( ba wu cmccilol in b>* cbMaa.'' On Ibe itractb of tfaia iboti an bad 
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place he covets, vnin of his oralorical powers, embiltered by liis 
poverty, and n^vcr f:iling to blacken everything.' It is highly 
probable thai he is the one who composes and circulates ihe pla- 
cards calling on tlie people, in the King's Dame, to resort to 
violence. — At ScconJigny, in Poitou, on the 23rd of July,' the 
labourers in the forest receive a letter " which summons them to 
attack all the country gentlemen round about, and to massacre 
without mercy all those who refuse to renounce their privileges.. ,, 
promising them that not only will r crimes go unpunished, but 
that they will even be rewaplf 1. Despreiz-Montpe^at, cor- 

respondent of the deputies hies, is seized, and draped 

with his son to the dwelling ocurator-fiscal, to force hira 

to give his signature ; tlip if are forbidden to render him 

assistance "on pain of 1 an" e," "Sign," they exclaim, 

" or we will tear out your Heart, set fire to this house ! " At 

this moment the neighliouring notary, who is doubtless an accom- 
plice, appears with a stamped paper, and says to him, "Monsieur, 
1 have just come from Niort, where the Third-Est.ite has ilone the 
tame thing to all the gentlemen of the town ; one, who refused, 
was cut to pieces before our eyes," — " We are compelled to sign 
renunciations of our privileges, and give our assent to one and the 
same taxation, as if the nobles had not already done so." Tlie 
band gives notice that it will proceed in the same fashion with all 
the chateaux in the vicinity, and terror precedes or follows them. 
" Nobody dares write," M. Despretz sends word ; " 1 attempt it 
at the risk of my life." — Nobles and prelates become obj ects of sus- 
picion everywhere ; village committees open their letters, and they 
have to suffer their houses to be searched.' They arc forced to 
adopt the new cockade : to be a gentleman, and not wear it, is to 
deserve hanging. At Mamers, in Maine, M. de Beauvoir refuses 

1 "ArchivM NilionilB." K. uU- I. L«tler of Eirenno Fermier, NanHnof, SqitMabcr 
iSlL (it ii pouible that Uio (uthor. br the uke of caation, took ■ Sctilioni name). 'Wua 
msnuKript correiponclcnra ol M. RoulM, dcpnlr of PontiTf, lo hli cnnililucTiU, li ■ type 
of tbit daclamatary and inc-nidUT7 wrilinc. Letter of tho ironiuli, prEau, aad Derchuito 
of l>ur-(D-Veby, September iilh.—-'TiH Ancient K«Einie." p. ]4&. 

• "Acchitet NalionalH." Ik uli. I. Letter of M. Dr.prEli-Mcnlpeul. afonner utiHeir 
oficer, Julx 14th (iritli wvsial Dtber lign'tuRi}. On the una day the tociin ii Hntxlcd 

Invadinc the cwrntrr. 
> "Arch>niNationaln,"D. iiii.L Letter orKiiand-Delwatt. Aueuii iiKdnmiciliary 

'— • -■TiveiL- Bcugnot, I. iia.— Artliui Yaun(, Jaly lotli, he— Kou ud Buhei, i(. ■«, 
afUamen, Ju[yi4thi uf Uui, JuJy (6th. 
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to wear it, and is at the point of l>eing put into the pillory and at 
once knocked on the head. Near La Fil'che, M. de Brissac is 
arrested, and a message is sent to Paris to know if lie shall be 
taken there, " or be beheaded in the meantime." Two deputies of 
the nobles, MM. de Montesson and de Vass^, who had come to 
ask the consent of their constituents to their joining the Third- 
Estate, are recognised near Mans ; their honourable scruples and 
their pledges to the constituents are considered of no irai)ortance, 
nor even the step that they are now taking to fulfil them \ it suthces 
that they voted against the Third-Estate at Versailles ; the popu- 
lace pursues them and breaks up their carriages, and pillages their 
tnmks. — Woe to the nobles, especially if they have taken any part 
in local rule, and if they are opposed to popular panics 1 M. Cu- 
reau, deputy- mayor of Mans,^ had issued orders during the famine, 
and, having retired to his chateau of Nouay, had told the peasants 
that the announcement of the coming of brigands was a false alarm ; 
he thought that it was not necessary to sound the tocsin, and 
all that was necessary was that they should remain quiet. Accord- 
ingly he is set down as being in league with the brigands, and 
besides tliis he is a monopolist, and a buyer of standing crops. 
The peasants lead him off, along with his son-in-law, M. de Mon- 
tesson, to the neighbouring village, where there are judges. On 
the way *' they dragged their victims on the ground, pummelled 
them, trampled on them, spit in their faces, and besmeared them 
with filth." M. de Montesson is shot, while M. Cureau is killed 
by degrees ; a carpenter cuts off the two heads with a double- 
edged axe, and children bear them along to the sound of drums 
and violins. Meanwhile, the judges of the place, brought by 
force, draw up an official report stating the finding of thirty louis 
and several bills of the Banque d'Escompte in the pockets of M. 
de Cureau, on the discovery of which a shout of triumph is set up : 
this evidence proves that they were going to buy up the standing 
wheat! — Such is the course of popular justice. Now that the 
Third-Estate has become the nation, every mob thinks that it has 
the right to pronounce sentences, which it carries out, on lives 
and on possessions. 
These explosions are isolated in the western, central and southern 

1 Montjoie, ch. Izii. p. 93 (according to mcU of legal procedare). There was a soldier in 
the band who had served under M. de Montesson and who wanted to avenge him&eli iat 
the punishments he had undergone in the rrpment. 
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provinces i the ronflagralion, however, is universal in ihe east, on 
a strip of gr.mini from thirty to fifty leagues broad, extending 
(TOni the extrerne noilli down to Proveiite, Alsace, Franche- 
Comti, Burgunily, Maconnais, Bcaujolais, Auvergne, Viennois, 
Daup>iiny, — the whole of this territory resembles a continuous mine 
which explodes ai the same time. The first column of flmc 
which shoots up is on the froniiers of Alsace and Ftanche-Conitt!, 
in the vicini^' of Belforl and Vdsoul — a feudal district, in which 
the peasant, overburdened wn s, bears the heavier yoke 

with greater impatience. An in^ e argument is going on in 

his mind without his knowi te good Assembly and the 

good King want us to be h ase we help them ! They 

say that the King has aln us of the taxes — suppose 

we relieve ourstives of pa^ i Down with the nobles ! 

They are no better than th ;ctors!"— On the 1 6th of 

July, the chateau of Sancy, belonging to the Princesse de Beaulre- 
mont, is sacked, and on the iSth those of Lure, Bilhaine, and 
Molans.' On the 19th. an accident which occurs with some fire- 
works at a popular festival at the house of M. de Memmay, leads 
the lower class to believe that the invitation extended to tbem 
was a trap, and that there was a desiie to get rid of them by 
treachery.* Seized ¥rith rage they set fire to the chateau, and 
during the following week* destroy three abbeys, ruin eleven 
chateaux and pillage others ; "alt records are destroyed, the registen 
and court-rolls are carried off, and the deposits violated." — Start- 
ing from this spot, " the hurricane of insurrection " stretches over 
the whole of Aliace from Huningue to I.andau.* The insui^ents 
display placards, signed DmU, stating that for a certain lapse of 
time they shall be permitted to exercise justice themselves, and, 
in Sundgau, a well-dressed weaver, decorated with a blue belt, 
passes for a prince, the King's second son. They begin by falling 
on [he Jews, their hereditary leeches ; they sack their dwellings, 
divide their money among themselves, and hunt them down like 



* U. da Hasaati prmed til iniiacmce lilcr on, wid wu reli^litalcd tq 
KJiianlfter nn>iw('p>a«edinfi(Kin«orjiiiiE4, i^i; tfmBniirjDiHi iilh). 
■ Jminat drt DtUb tt Dirrt ,, i. ■]«. (Lctw of tba nimiciiiklitr of Vtaoel. Jaly 
nd.— Drmme of U. de TobIdb**™, JbIj Wh.) 

* DeRochuibua, "Utinoita,"!, jsi- " Arcl im Nalkiulei,'' F. ;, i>5}. <Lettva( 
t. da Rochimbeap, Afisnit 4th,)~Cl>n)BidB of Schnnli (I'tnl.), p. ttf. "AreUn 
■tisula," D. uii. L (Lanarof UaM.fciIT«l^<)(Kcmirameol,ABtut9lh.| 
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SO many fallow-deer. At Bile alone, it is said that twelve 
hundred of these unfortunate fugitives arrived with their families. — 
The distance between the Jew creditor and the Chrihtian pro- 
prietor is not great, and this is soon cleared. Reniireniont is only 
saved by a detachment of dragoons. Eight hundred men attack 
the chateau of Uberbriinn. The abbey of Neubourg is taken by 
storm. At Guebwiller, on the 31st of July, five hundreil peiisants, 
subjects of the abbey of Murbach, make a descent on tlie abbot's 
palace and on the house of the canons. Cupboards, chests, beds, 
windows, mirrors, frames, even the tiles of the roo: and the hinges 
of the casements are hacked to pieces : " They kindle fires on the 
beautiful inlaid floors of the apartments, and there bum up the 
library and the title-deeds." The abbot's superb carriage is so 
broken up that not a wheel remains entire. "Wine streams 
through the cellars. One cask of sixteen hundred measures is 
half lost; the plate and the linen are carried off." — Society 
is evidently being overthrown, while with the power, property is 
changing hands. 

These are their very words. In Franche-Conitd ' the inhabit- 
ants of eight communes come and declare to the Ik^rnardins of 
Grice-Dieu and of Lieu-Croissant "that, being of the Third-Estate, 
it is time now for the people to rule over abbots and monks, con- 
sidering that the domination of the latter has lasted too long," and 
thereupon they carry off all the titles to property and to rentals 
belonging to the abbey in their commune. In Upper Dauphiny, 
during the destruction of M. de M urates chateau, a man named 
Ferr^ol struck the furniture with a big stick, exclaiming, ** Hey, 
so much for you, Murat ; you have been master a good while, 
now it's our turn !"' Those who rifle houses, and steal like high- 
way robbers, think that they are defending a cause, and reply to 
the challenge, "AVho goes there?" "We are for the brigand 
Third-Estate!*' — Ever)rwhere the belief prevails that they are 
clothed with authority, and they conduct themselves like a con- 
quering horde under the orders of an absent general. At Remire- 
mont and at Luxeuil they produce an edict, stating that "all 
this brigandage, pillage, and destruction " is permitted. In 

^ Saazay, i. i8a (Letters of monks, Juljr aand and a6tli.) 

' *' Archives Nationales," D. zxiz. I. ( Letter of M. de Bergeron, attorney to the prUidial 
of Valence, Aupist a8th, with the details of the verdict stated.) Official report of the 
ailitia of Lyons, sent to the president of the National Assembly, August loth. (txptdi- 
tion to Serriftre, in DaupLiny, Jnly Jist.) 
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Dauphiny, the leaders of the bands say that tliey possess the 
King's orders. In Auvergne, "they follow imperative orders, 
Jjeing advised that such is his Majesty's will." Nonliere do we 
see that an insurgent village exercises personal venj^euice against ly 
its lord. If the jicople fire on the nobles they encounter, it is not 
through pereonal lialred. They are destroying the class, and do 
not pursue individuals. They detest feudal privileges, hulders of 
charters, the cursed parchments by virtm; of which they are made • 
to pay, but not the nobleman who, when he resides at home, is of 
humane intentions, compassionate, and even often beneticent. At 
Luxeuil, the abbot, who is forced with uplifteil axe to sign a relin- 
quishment of his seignorial rights over twenty-three estates, has 
dwelt among them for forty-six years, and has been wholly devoted 
to them.' In the canton of Cr^mien, " where the havoc is im- 
menie," all the nobles, write the municipal officers, are " jiatriots 
anil benevolent'' In Dauphiny, the engineers, magistrates, and 
prebics, whose chateaux are sacked, were the firit to espouse the 
cause of the people and of public liberties against the ministers. 
In Auvergne, the peasants themselves "manifest a good deal of 
repugnance to act in this way against such kind masters," But it 
must be done ; the only concession «hich can be made in consi- 
deration of the kindness which had been extended to them is, not 
to bum the chateau of the ladies of Vanes, who hati been so 
charitable ; but they burn all their title-deeds, and torture the busi- 
ness agent at three different times by fire, to force him (o deliver a 
document which he does not possess; they then only withdraw 
him from the fire half-broiled, because the ladies, on their knees, 
implore mercy for him. — They are like the soldiers on a campaign 
who execute orders with docility, for which necessity is the only 
plea, and «ho, without regarding themselves as brigands, commit 
acts of brigandage. 

But here the situation is more tragical, for it is war in the mi<lst I 
of peace, a «'ar of the bnital and barbarised multitude against 
the highly cultivated, well-disposed and confiding, who had not 
anticipated anything of the kind, who had not even dreamt of 

1 t.eller of tbs Count of CouniTtcn, ileputjr lubitltiile [an eye-witncis).— " Atchina 
NatioDalri," D. nix. I. Lclterof Ihgniiuiiciiul olGcenof Crfnira (Ompbiny). Norcra- 
ber jnJ. T.ctver of thd VicDinte dtf CArboDDiftre (Aavrr^nc), Au^iut jrd.— Arthur -VoDDg, 
JDtT]0«h|D.]wi)taT>, apropoi ol ■ noblr ramily wbich oncaprd i>1nii»t naknl f>cnD ita 
bummBchatrau, "Ihcymrrre,. termed by the neiBhlioun; Iheirvirniti ought to have eom- 
Bunilulthii lovi- ol the poor, forwhoie nHiilmcnt ll^ciewu noLaute." 
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defending themselves, and who had no protection. The Comte de 
Courtivron, with his faniily, was staying at the watering- pLtce of 
Luxeuil wiih his uude, the Abb6 of Clennont-Tonnerre, an old 
mail of seventy years. On the igih of July, fifty peasants from 
Fougerolle break into and demolish everything in the houses of 
an usher and a collector of the excise. Thereupon the mayor of 
iKe place intimates to the nobles and magistrates who are taking 
the waters, that they had better leave the house in twenty-lour 
hours, as " he had been advised of an intention to bum the 
houses in which they were staying," and he did not wish to ha\e 
Luxeuil exposed to this danger on account of their presence there. 
The following day, the guard, as obliging as the mayor, allows the 
band to enter the town and to force the abbey ; the usual events 
follow — renunciations arc extorted, records and cellars are ran- 
sacked, plate and other effects are stolen. M, de Courtivron 
escaping with his uncle during the night, the tocsin is sounded 
and they are pursued, and with difficulty obtain refuge in Plora- 
bi^tes. The bourgeoisie of Plombiferes, however, for fear of cora- 
proniising themselves, oblige them to depart. On the road two 
hundred insurgents threaten to kill their horses and to smash their 
carriage, anil they only find safety at last at Porentruy, outside ol 
France. On his return, SI. de Courtivron is shot at by the band 
which has just pillaged the abbey of Lure, and they shout out at 
him as he passes, " Let's massacre the nobles ! " Meanwhile, the 
chateau of Vauvilliers, to which his bick wife had been carried, is 
devastated from top to bottom; the mob search for her every- 
where, and she only escapes by hiding herself in a hay-loft. Both 
are anxious to fly into Burgundy, but word is sent them that at 
DI,on " the nobles are blodiaded by the people," and that, in the 
country, they threaten to set their houses on fire. — There is no 
asylum to be had, either in their own homes nor in the homes of 
others, nor in places along the roads, fugitives being stopped in 
ail the small villages and market-towns. In Dauphiny ' " the 
Abbess of St. Pierre de Lyon, one of the nuns, M. de Perrotin, 
M. de Bellegarde, the Marquis de la Tour-du-Pin, and the 
Chevalier dc Moitlieu, are arrested at Cbampier by the armed 
population, ':ed to the Cote Saint-Andr^, confined in the town-hall, 
whence they send to Grenoble for assistance," and, to ha^'e them 

1 "Ari:bit«Katiaiulr«,"»ii.l. (LtllCT af t>« cwiniiia of Ifa Saicj if 1 toupliiny. 
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released, the Grenoble Commktee is obliged lo send commis- 
sioners. Their only refuge is in the large cities, where some 
semblance of a precarious order exists, and in the ranks of the 
City Guards, which march from Lvons, Dijon, and Grenoble, 
to keep the inund:itioii down. Throughout the country scattered 
chattaux arc swallowed up by the |>opular tide, and, as the feudal 
rights are oltcn in ]>1t^beian hands, it insensibly rises beyond its 
first overflow. — There is no limit to an insurrection against pro- 
perty. This oue extends from abbeis and chateaux to the 
! " houses of the bourgeoisie." ' The grudge at first was confined 
\ to the holders ^f charters ; now it is extemled to all who possess 
/ anything. Well-tn-do larmers and priests abandon their parishes 
and fly to the towns. Travellers an- out to ransom. Thieves, 
robbers, and returned convicts, at thi >ad of armed bands, seize 
whatever they Cin lay their hands on. iJupidity becomes iiiHained 
by such examples ; on domains which are deserted and in a state 
of confusion, where there is nothing to imlicate a master's pre- 
sence, all seems to lapse to the first comer, A small fanner of 
the neighbourhood has carried away wine and returns the follow- 
ing day in seai-ch of hay. AH the furniture of a chateau in 
Dauphiny is rfmoved, even to the hinges of the doors, by a lai^e 
reiniorcement of carts. — " It is the war of the poor against the 
rich," says a deputy, "and, on the 3rd of August, the Committee 
on Reports declares to the National Assembly " that no kind of 
property has been spared." In Franche-Comt€, " nearly forty 
chateaux and seignorial mansions have been pillaged or bumL" ■ 
From Langres to Gray about three out of five chateaux are sacked. 
In Dauphiny twenty-seven are burned or destroyed ; five in the 

> "IMuilRi dn Mlconrxii." b)' Pattwd da U UiiMn.Ronte (Angvlt, 17S9). 
"Kavaici dii Miconnai."— Anlul^^oIlIl|, Jnly iTtb. Rooi and Buchei, iv. iii, 1)4. 
Anbur Vounc, Jiil7>7I>i.— J/AnnA Fmut, SqnEmlH' ii, T7S9. (IcRa bj ■ niiuu. 
Wa of OrlNU.) "On Um ijth of AngnM, d(bEy.«i(ht rnSui, nlliiic Ibemirim 
RApt'n, piCHaB UivinHQlhea at Bhjcdii, in Itance, «Dd, the next daji ■< a dutean in tlw 
Titighbourhoocl, wberfi Ui^ demand *iUtia as bour tb« bead of t}ie «ni of lb« lord of tlw 
taanor. U. Tallin, wtio can onir redeem binueJf b; a coDUibulEoa of i,bdo Uvrea Mid 
the ^lUcinc of hii ccllan. 

• l.tfteroflheCauntdeCniutivron.— Arthur Ydhbc, Jnlji jiu.— Rouii and BdcIih. U. 
54}.— Vcmrr dt Franct. Anpul 15. 1784 (littinl of tbe BA, dlKoum of * drputjr).— 
WoiiDrt,"HiiloiieJeUVll1edeVi«nB«,"*4s.— •■AK:hive«NallOMln,"i3ia (Letter of 
tbeConuBtDim of tb<- Suta of Dauphinr. Jnlj ji«.) " lite liH of burnt or devailatEd 
cbateani b innienie." 1lw conmiltee already citei liitsra of tlieni. Puthod de U 

'to dta tde whole preriace" (Letter from Ulcon). "Tbrj have not tliE leu deilmjred 
■laat of tbe diateaaiL and bonryeoia dwallinca, at ooe timo burning (hea and at anolLer 
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small district of Viennois, and, besides these, all the monasteries — 
nine at least in Auvergiie, seventy-two, it is said, in M^connais 
and Beaujolais, without counting those of Atsace. On the 31st 
of July, Lally-Toilendal, on entering the tribune, has his hands 
full of letters of distress, with a list of thirty-six chateaux burnt, 
demolished, or pillaged, in one province, and the details of still 
worse violence against persons : ' "in Languedoc, M, de Darras, 
cut to pieces in the presence of his wi:e who is about to be con- 
fined, and who is dead in consequence ; in Normandy, a paralytic 
gentleman left on a burning pile and taken off from it with his 
hands burnt ; in Franche-Corat^, Madame de Bathilly compelled, 
with an axe over her head, to give up her title-deeds and even 
htr estate; Madame de Listen ay forced to do the same, with a 
pitchfork at her neck and her two daughters in a swoon at her 
feet ; Comte de Montjustin, with his wife, having a pistol at his 
throat for three houi^ ; and both draped from their carriage to 
be thrown into a pond, where they are saved by a passing regiment 
of soldiers ; Baron de Montjustin, one of the twenty-two popular 
noblemen, suspended for an hour in a well, listening to a discus- 
sion whether he shall be dropt down or whether he should die in 
some other way ; the Chevalier d'Ambly, torn from his chateau 
and dragged naked into the village, placed on a dung-heap afler 
having his eyebrows and all his hair pulled out, while the crowd 
kept on dancing around him," 

In the midst of a disintegrated society, under the semblance 1 
only of a government, it is manifest that an invasion is underway, < 
an invasion of barbarians which will complete by terror that which 1 
it has begun by violence, and whic'1, like the invasions of the [ 
Normans in the tenth and eleventh centuries, ends in the con- { 
quest and dispossession of an entire class. In vain the National ' 
Guard and the other troops that remain loyal succeed in stem- 
ming the first torrent ; in vain does the Assembly hollow out a 
bed for it and strive to bank it in by fixed boundaries. The 
decrees of the 4th of August and the regulations which follow 
are but so many spiders' webs stretched across a torrent. Tlie 
peasants, moreover, putting their own interpretation on the 
decrees, convert the new laws into authority for continuing ia 
their course or beginning over again. No more rents, however 

■ I.iU]r-Toll«kd*], "S«oBdl>turt(inTCoa)iiiimti, ' 104. 
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legitimaie, however k'p.i! I " Yesterday," ' writes a genlleman of 
Auvergne, " w« were notified tliat the fnitt litlie ipfrc&res) woald 
no longer be ]iaid, ami lli.it the exami>le of other iiroviiices was 
only being lollowed which no longer, even by royal onlcr, [wy 
tithes." In Franche-Comle "numerous communities are satisfied 
that they no longer owe anything either to the King or to ihi'ir 
lords. . , . The villages divide amongst themselves the fields and 
woods belonging to the nobles." — It must be noted that cliarter- 
holding and feudal titles are still intact in three-fourths of I'rantx, 
that it is the intcrcil of the |>easant to ensure their disappearaiite, 

1 and that he is always armed. To secure a new outbreak of 
jacqueries, it is only nt-cessary that central control, already thrown 
into disorder, should be withdrawn. This is the work of Versailles 

? and of Paris; and there, at Paris as well as at Versailles, some, 
through lack of furejight and infatuation, and others, through 
blindness and indecision — the latter through weakness and Uie 
former through violence — ^1 are labouring to accomplish iL 

> Denied, "Li HCTolBtinn rlli FtedaliK." p. 60 bfevda^ aftirtlM 4t1i nf AnEiut). — 

Reunion, Orloticr 16th lu] 181I1. lOd., D. nil. I. Lrllriarthe umr, .S«punE>er Jrd. 
*• ArthuiYoancdo Pronnce. m the honw oF Ha ran de la Tourd'Aigm) "Thcbuua 

ahioluU riifhl In bii inceilan, hai Ihb [raBtsrI for quit-icnti, cna, and jilbcr [eitilal 
pJiyncBU, aa llial then ii no cMmpariinn belweni Ihs landi nuia«d and tbou (Iih 
grafted by bii fiiiDil)'. . . . Tba ulid paymanta wbicb th« Auembl^ haw derland to b« 
TRtHinabtii ai« WBT bour fiillinf to Bo:hin(. nitbnul ailiadnw of rccompeMe. . . . Tba 
liiuiiiion of the nohilil)' ia thli coantry ii pitiable ; [Iift arc under apprebenaiuai thai 

tbs mail farmen win retain their farm tritboul payinc the tuidlard hit h;i1l of the pro. 
ducei and thai. In caae nf luch a refiunl, Ibens it icluallirnelther lannor lulhorityinliio 

tba owaan, ■• at the BarcT ol an armed rabble," 



CHAPTER IV. 

I. Parts. — Powerlessncss and discords of the authorities. — The people. 
King. — 11. Their distress. — The dearth and the Jack of work.— How men of 
executive ability aie recruited.— III. The new popular leaders.— Their ascen- 
dency. — Their education. — Their sentiments. — Tueir situation. — Their councils. 
— Their denunciations. — IV. Their interference with the Government.— Tneir 
pressure on the Assembly. — V. The 5th and 6th of October. — VI. The 
Government and the nation in the hands of the revolutionary party. 

I. 

The powerlessncss, indeed, of the heads of the Government, 
and the lack of discipline among all its subordinates, are much 
greater in the capital than in the provinces. — Paris possesses a 
mayor, Bailly ; but " from the first day, and in the easiest manner 
possible," * his municipal council, that is to say, " the assembly 
of the representatives of the commune, has accustomed itself 
to carry on the goveniment alone, overlooking him entirely." — 
There is a central administration — the municipal council, presided 
over by the mayor ; but, " at this time, authority is everywhere 
except where the preponderating authority should be ; the districts 
have delegated it and at the same time retained it ;" each of them 
acts as if it were alone and supreme. There are secondary 
powers — the ili.^trict-committees, each with its president, its clerk, 
its offices, and commissioners ; but the mobs of the street march 
on without awaiting their orders ; while the people, shouting 
under their windows, impose their will on them ; in short, says 
Bailly again, "everybody knew how to command, but nobody 
knew how to obey." 

" Imagine," writes Loustalot himself, " a man whose feet, hands, 
and limbs possessed intelligence and a will, whose one leg would 
wish to walk when the other one wanted to rest, whose throat 
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would cli>se nlien the stomath dennanded food, wliose rootith 
would sing when the eyelids were weighed down with sleep ; and 
you will hav« a striking picture of the condition of things in the 
capital" 

There are "sixty Republics" in Paris; each district is an 
independent, isolated power, which receives no order without 
criticizing it, always in disagreement and often in conflict with 

the central authority or '-■■•'■ t! 'her districts. It leceives 

denunciations, orders domici v s, sends deputations to the 
National Assembly, passes resi s, posts its bills, not only 

in its own quancr but throuj i ; city, and sometimes even 

extends its jurisdiction outs ' Paris. Everything comes 

witiiin its province, and particular'!' that which ought not to 
do so. — On the i8th of July, the strict of Petits-Augus tins' 
" decrees in its own name the esfcit lishraent of justices of the 
peace," under the title of tribunes, and proceeds at once to elect 
its own, nominating the actor Mole. On the joth, (hat of the 
Qiaioire annuls the amnesty which the representatives of the 
comii une in the H6tel-<ie-Vi!le had granted, and orders two of its 
members to go to a distance of thir^ leagues to arrest M. de 
ItezenvaL On the igtli of August, that of Nazareth issues 
commissions to seize and bring to Paris the arms deix^sited in 
strong places. From the'b^inning each assembly sent to the 
Arsenal in it:; oivn name, anil " obtained as many cartridges and 
as much powder as it desired." Others claim the right of keeping 
a watchful eye over the H6tcl-de-VilIe and of reprimanding the 
National Assembly. The Oratoire decides that the represcn- 
Utives of the commune s'lall be invited to deliberate in public 
S.i> lit- Nicholas des Champs deliberates on the veto and begs the 
Assembly to suspend its vote, — It is a strange spectacle, that 
of these various authorities each contradicting and destroying the 
other. To-day the Hfltel-de-Ville appropriates five loads of doth 
which have been dispatched by the Government, and the district 
of Saint-Gervais opposes the decision of the H6tel-de-Ville. To- 
morrow Versailles intercepts grain destined for Paris, while Paris 
threatens, if it is not restored, to march on Versailles. I omit 
the incidents that are ridiculous :' anarchy in its essence is both 



' Bailly. ii. 74. l-,\,u,,tb\ sgj. ».l, 391. 
■ -orh a< domkiliary viiiCi and amtU IffiirrKll]' ■ 
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tragic and grotesque, and, in this universal breaking up of things, I 
tlie capital, like the kingdom, resembles a bear-garden when it \ 
does not resemble a Babel. 

But behind all these discordant authorities the real sovereign, who 
is the mob, is very soon apparent On the 15th of July it under- 
takes the demolition of the Bastille of its own accord, and this 
popular act is sanctioned ; for it is necessary that appearances 
should be kept up; even to give orders after the blow is dealt, and 
to follow when it is impossible to lead.* A short time after this the 
collection of the octroi at the barriers is ordered to be resumed ; 
forty armed individuals, however, present themselves in their 
district and say, that if guards are placed at the octroi stations, 
'* they will resist force with force, and even make use of their 
cannon." On the ialse rumour that arms are concealed in the 
Abbey of Montmartre, the abbess, Madame de Montmorency, is 
accused of treachery, and twenty thousand persons invade the 
monastery. — The conmiander of the National Guard and the 
mayor are constantly expecting a riot ; they hardly dare absent 
themselves a day to attend the King's /^^r at Versailles. As soon 
as the multitude can assemble in the streets, an explosion is 
imminent. " On rainy days,*' says Bailly, " I was quite at my 
ease." — It is under this constant pressure that the Government is 
carried on ; and the elect of the people, the most esteemed magis- 
trates, those who are in best repute, are at the mercy of the throng 
who ckimour at their doors. In the district of St Roch,' after 
many useless refusals, the General Assembly, notwithstanding all 
the reproaches of its conscience ami the resistance of its reason, 
is obliged to open letters addressed to Monsieur, to the Duke of 
Orleans, and to the Ministers of War, of Foreign Affairs, and of 
the Marine. In the committee on subsistences, M. Serreau, who 
is iniiispensable and who is confirmed by a public proclamation, is 
denounced, threatened, and constrained to leave Paris. M. de la 
Salle, one of the strongest patriots among the nobles, is on the 
point of being murdered for having signed an order for the trans- 
port of gunpowder;' the multitude, in pursuit of him, attach a 



National Guard against imaginary brigands who are cutting down the crops at Montmorency 
and the Tolley fired in the air.— Conqut^t of lle-Adam and Chantilly. 
> Baillv, ii. 46, 95, aja, 287, 296. 

* " Arrhives de U Freiectare de Police,'* frochi-vtrbttl of the section of Botte des 
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rope to the nearest strcel lamp, ransack tlie Hotcl-Jc-Villc, force 
every door, mount into iht: belfry, and seek for ihe traitor even 
under the carpet of the bvireau and between the legs of the 
electors, and are only stayed in their course by the arrival of the 
National Guard. 

Tlie people not only sentence but they execute, and, as is 
always the case, blindly. At Saint- Denis, Chatel, the mayor's 
lieutenant, whose duty it is to distribute flour, had reduced 
the price of bread at his own expense : on the 3rd of August 
his house is forced open at two o'clock in the morning, and he 
takes refuge in a suxp'e; the mob follow him, cut his throat 
j.^ and drag his head along the streets. — Not only do the people 
execute, but they pardon — and with equal discernment. On 
the nth of August, at Versailles, as a parricide is about to be 
broken on the wheel, the crowd demand his release, fly at the 
executioner, and set the man free.' Veritably ihis is sovereign 
power like that of the oriciitnl sovereign who arbitrarily awards 
life or death I A woman who protests against this scandalous 
pardon is seized and comes near being hung ; for the new monarch 
considers as a crime whatever is offensive to his new majesty. 
Again, he receives public and humble homage. "Hie Prime 
Minister, on imploring the pardon of M. de Bezenvat at the Hotel- 
de-Viile, in the presence of the electors and of the public, has 
said in set terms : " It is before the most unknown, the obscurest 
citizen of Paris that I prostrate myself, at whose feet I kneel." A 
few days before this, at Saint-Gerniain-en-Laye, and at Poissy, 
the deputies of the National Assembly not only kneel down in 
words, but actually, and for a long lime, on the pavement in 
the street, and stretch forth their hands, weeping, to save two 
lives of which only one is granted to them. — Behold the monarch 
by these liriliiant signs ! Already do the young, wlio are eager 
imitators of all actions that are in fashion, ape them in miniature ; 
during Ihe month which follows the murder of Berthier and 

fau-lrtA/mi/tltranipanj: Ihs iHVuU undflnlood il u finii/rt A /ralfrw {tmlor). M. 
it U Kulle wu ncu bcm( 1ull«d IhroHGh the addition of u r. It it he wU, bad taken 
connund of the N'lliimal Gunl on Km ijlh of July. 



let Ibc Kaffuld, ud uva 



^■^i' 






CHAP. IT. SPONTANEOUS ANARCHY, 85 

Fotilon, Bailly is informed that the ffimius in the streets are 
parading about with the heads of two cats stuck on the ends of 
two poles.' 

II. 
A pitiable monarch, whose recognised sovereignty leaves him 
more miserable than he was before ! Bread is always scarce, and 
before the baker's doors the row of wailing people does not 
diminish. In vain Bailly passes his nights with the committee on 
supplies ; they are always in a state of terrible anxiety. Every 
morning for two months there is only one or two days' supply of 
flour, and often, in the evening, there is not enough for the 
following morning.* The lite of the capital depends on a convoy 
which is ten, fifteen, twenty leagues off, and which may never 
arrive : one convoy of twenty carts is pillaged on the i8th of Juiy, 
on the Rouen road ; another, on the 4th of August, in the vicinity 
of l^iiviers. Were it not for Salis' Swiss regiment, which, from the 
i4ih of July to the end of September, marches day and night as 
an escort, not a boat-toad of grain would reach Paris from Rouen.' 
— The commissaries charged with making purchases or with super- 
vising the expeditions are in danger of their lives. Those who 
are sent to Provins are seized, and a column of four hundred men 
with cannon has to be dispatched to deliver them. The one 
who is sent to Rouen learns that he will be hung if he dares to 
enter the place. At Mantes a mob surrounds his cabriolet, the 
people regarding whoever comes there for the purpose of carrying 
away grain as a public pest; he escapes with difficulty out of a 
liack dooT and returns on foot to Paris. — From the very begin- 
ning, according to a univer^I rule, the fear of a short sujiply 
helps to augment the famine. Every one lays in a stock for 
several days ; on one occasion sixteen loaves of four pounds each 
ire found in an old woman's garret. The bakings, consequently, 
which are estimated according to the quantity needed for a 
single day, become inadequate, and the last of those who wEut 
at the bakers' shops for bread return home empty-handed. — On 
the other hand the appropriations made by the city and the Sute 
to diminish the price of bread simply serve to leng hen the 
rows of those who wait for it ; the countrymen Sock in (hither, 

' ti*rtittt dt Frtnett tba di 
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and return home loaded lo their villages. At Sainl-Der.is, bread 
having been rerluced to two sous the pound, none is left for the 
inhabitants. To this constant anxiety add that of a slack season. 
Not only is there no certainly of there being bread at the 
bakers' durinfr the coming week, but many know that they will 
.,DOt have money in the coming week with which to buy breaii. 
,'! Now that security has disappeared and the rights of property are 
I ihaken, work is wanting. The rich, deprived ol their feudal dues, 
and, in addition thereto of their "-its, have reduced their eX' 
I penditure ; many of iliem. threaten) by the committee of inves- 
: ligation, exported to domiciliary visits, and liable to be iofornied 
against by their servants, have emigrated. In the month of 
September M. Neckcr laments the delivery of sis thousand jias^ 
ports in lil'teen days to the weahliiest inhabitants. In the month 
of October ladles of liiyh rank, refugees in Rome, send word that 
their domestics should be discharged and their dau^^hters placed 
in convents. Before the end of 1789 there are so many fugitives 
in Switzerland that a house, it is said, brings in more rent than it 
is worth as ca|iiial. With this first era'gr.ition, which is that of 
the chief spendthrifts — Count d'Artois, Prince de Cont^, Due de 
Bourbon, and so many others — the opulent foreigners have left, 
and, at the head of them, the Duchesse de I'lnfantado, who spent 
800,000 livres a year. There are only three Englishmen in Paris. 
It was a city of luxury, the European hot-house of cosily and 
refined pleasures : the glass once broken, the amateurs leave and 
the delicate plants perish \ there is no employment now for the 
innumerable hands which cultivated them. Fortunate are they 
who at the relief works obtain a miserable sum by handling a {uck* 
axe ! " 1 saw," says Bailly, " mercers, jewellers, and merchants 
implore the favour of being employed at twenty sous the day." 
Enumerate, if you can, in one or two recognised callings, the 
hands which are doing nothing:' 1,100 hair-dressers keep about 
6,000 journeymen ; 1,000 others follow the same calling in private 
houses ; 6,000 lackeys do but little cl^ than this work. Tlie 
bo<ly of tailors is composed of 3,800 masters, who have under 
then) 5,000 workmen. " Add to these the num!>er privately em- 
ployed — the refugees in privileged pbces like the abbeys of Saint- 
Germain and Saint- Marcel, the va.«t enclosure of the I'emple, that 

> llen;i«,"T«biuDdaParii,'-i.sr;i.>Si. 
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of Saiiit-John the Lateran, and the Faubourg Saint- An toine, and 
you will find at least 13,000 persons cutting, fitting, and sen-ing." 
How many in these two groups are now idle I How many ocliers 
are walking the streets, such as upholsterers, lace-makere, em- 
broiderers, fan makers, gilders, carriage-makers, binders, engravers, 
and all the other producers of Parisian nick-nacks! For those 
who are still at work bow many days are lost at the doors ai 
bakers' shops and in patrolling as National Guards ! Gatherings 
are formed in spite of the prohibitions of the Hdinl-de-Ville,' and 
the crowd openly discuss their miserable comlition : 3,000 
jouraeymen-taitors near the Colonnade, as many joumeymen- 
shoemakers in the Place l^uis XV., the journ^men -hairdressers 
in the Champs-Elys^es, 4,00a domestics without places on the 
approaclies to the Louvre, — and their propositions are on a level 
wiih their intelligence. Servants demand the expulsion from 
Paris of the Savoyards who enter into competition with them. 
Journeymen-tailors demand that a day's wages be fixed at forty 
sous, and that the old-clothes dealers shall not be allowed to 
make new ones. The journeymen shoemakers declare that those 
nho make shoes below the fixed price shall be driven out of the 
kingdom. Each of these iriitaied and agitated crowds contains 
the genn erf' an outbreak — and, in truth, these germs are fouml on 
every pavement in Paris: at the relief works, which at Mont- 
martre collect 17,000 paupers; in the Market, where the bakers 
want to " lantern " the flour commissioners, and at the doors of 
the bakers, of whom two, on the 14th of September and on the 
5th of October, are conducted to the street-lamp and barely 
escape with their lives. — In this suffering, mendicant crowd, 
enterprising men become more numerous every day ; they con- 
sist of deserters, and from every rt^giment ; they reach Paris in 
bands, often 250 in one day. There, "caressed and fed to the 
top of their bent," * having received from the National Assembly 
50 livres each, maintained by the King in the enjoyment of their 
advance-money, regaled by the districts, of which one alone incurs 

> Dc FEtiibo, i. i7&^-RouiudliDclici, ii. jii, ji6.— Iliillf. ii- w\. \u, xn.ufi. til, 
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a iJebt or 14,000 livres Tor wine and sausages rjmi^he^l to them, 
" they accustoni ihcmstlves to greater expense,' to greater license, 
and are followed by their companions. " During the niehl of the 
31st of July the French Guards on duly at Versailles alondon the 
custody of the King and betake themselves to Paris, nitliout their 
officers, but wiih their arms and baggage," that " they may take 
part in the cheer nhich the city of Paris extends to their regi- 
ment," Al the beginning of September, iti.ooo deserters of this 
stamp are counteil.' Now, among those who commit murder 
these are in the first rank; and this is not surprising when we 
taJte the least account of iheir antecedents, education, and habits. 
It was a soldier of the '■ Royal Croat " who lore oui the heart of 
Berthier. They were three soldiers of the regiment of Provence 
who forced the house of Chatel at Saiiil-Deni.s, and draped his 
head through the streets. It is Swiss soldiers who, at P.issr, knock 
down the comoiissioners of poHce with their guns. Their head- 
quarters are al the P.ihis-Royal, amnngst women whose instru- 
ments they arc, and amongst agitators from whcnn tbey receive the 
word of command. Henceforth, all depends on this word, and 
we have only to contemplate the new popular leaders to know 
what it will be. 

III. 
Administrators and members of district assemblies, agitators kX 
barracks, cotTee-houses, clubs and public thorough fares, writers of 
pamphlets penny-a-liners are multiplying as fast as buzzing insects 
are hatched on a sultry night. After the t4th of July thousands 
of places have presented themselves to unrestrained ambitions ; 
"attorneys, notaries' clerks, artists, meidiants, shopmen, come- 
dians, and especially advocates ; ■ each wants to be either an officer, 
a director, a councillor, or a minister of the new reign ; while the 

> Bully, ii. iBi. Tbc crowd of dantcn wu to gmt tbil L*(iyrtlc ni oLIicnl to 
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journals, which are established by dozens/ form a permanent tri- 
bune, where orators come to court the people to their personal 
advantage." Philosophy, fallen into such hands, seems to parody 
itself, and nothing equals its emptiness, unless it be its mischievous- 
ness and success. Lawyers, in the sixty atserably districts, roll out 
the high-sounding dogmas of the revolutionary catecliism. This or 
that one, passing from the question of a party wall to the constitution 
of empires, becomes the improvised legislator, so much the more in- 
exhaustible and the more applauded as his flow of words, showered 
upon his hearers, proves to them that every capacity and every right 
are naturally and legitimately theirs. '* When that man opened 
his mouth,*' says a cool-blooded witness, '* we were sure of being 
inundated with quotations and maxims, often apropos of lanterns, 
or of the stall of a herb-dealer. His stentorian voice made the 
vaults ring ; and after he had spoken for two hours, and his breath 
was completely exhausted, the adnjiring and enthusiastic shouts 
which greeted him amounted almost to phrensy. Thus the orator 
fancied himself a Mirabeau, while the spectators imagined them- 
selves the Constituent Assembly, deciding the fate of France." Tlie\ 
journals and pamphlets are written in the same style. £very brain I 
is filled with the fumes of conceit and of big words ; the leader of 
the crowd is he who raves the most, and he guides the wild enthu- 
siasm which he increases. 

Let us consider the most popular of these chiefs ; they are 
the green or the dry fruit of literature, and of the bar. The news- 
paper is the shop which every morning offers them for sale, and if 
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they suit ihff ovtr-eKciied puhlic it is simply owing to their add 
cr bitter iliiviiir. Their enipiy, unpractised minds are wholly 
void of political conce]li<Mis ; they hnve no capacity or practical 
experience. Desmotilins is twenty-nine years of age, Louslalot 
twenty-seven, and their intellectual ballast consists of college 
reminiscences, snuvenirs of the law schools, and the cfimmon- 
places picked up in l)ie houses of Raynal and his associates. As 
to Dribsot and Miirai, who are Ojlent-,iious humanitarians, their 
knowledge of France and of foreign countries consists in what 
they have seen throi\^h the dormer wimlows o( ihdr garrets, and 
through ulopian spt-ctacles. To minds of tliis class, empty or 
led astray, the Cmtrai-Social could not fail to be a gospel ; ftjr it 
reduces political science to a strict application of an elementary 
axiom which relieves them of all study, and hands society over to 
the caprice of the people, or, in other words, dehvcrs it into their 
own hands. — Hence ihcy demolish all that remains of social insti- 
I tutions, and push on ef|ualisatrOB until everj'lhing is brought down 
J to a dead level "With my principles," wriics Desmoulins,' "is 
associated tiie satisfaction of putting myself where I belong, ofsho*^ 
ing my strength to those who have despised me, of lowering to ray 
level all whom fortune has placed above me : my motto is that of 
all honest people — No superiors!" Thus, under the great name of 
Libert)-, each vain spirit seeks its revenge and finds its nourish- 
1 ment. What is sweeter and more natural than to justify passion 
by theory, to be factious in the belief that this is patriotism, and 
I to cloak the interests of ambition with the interests of humanity ? 
I^et us picture to ourselves these directors of public opinion aa 
we find them three months before this ; Desmoulins, a briefless bar- 
rister, living in furnished lodgings with petty debts, and on a few 
louis extracteil from his relations. Loustalot, still more unknown, 
was admitted the previous year to the Parliament of Bordeaux, 
and has landed at Paris in search of a career. Danton, another 
second-rate lawyer, coming out of a hovel in Champagne, borrowed 
the money to pay his expenses, while his stinted household is kept 
up only by means of a louis which is given to him weekly by his 
father-in-law, who is a coffee-house keeper. Brissot, a strolling 

' C. DnmoDlini, IcHen of Septeinber ulh ud al tubKqnnt date*. (Hb qiotei a 
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B >hemian, formerly employ^ of literary pirates, has roamed over 
the world for fi^'teen years, witliout bringing back with him either 
from England or America anything but a coat out at elbows and 
false ideas ; and, finally, Marat — a writer that has been hissed, an 
abortive scholar and philosopher, a misrepresenter of his own ex- 
periences, caught by the natural philosopher Charles in the act 
of committing a scientific fraud, and fallen from the top of his inor- 
dinate ambition to the subordinate post of doctor in the stables of 
the Comte d'Artpis. At the present time, Danton, President of 
the Cordeliers, can arrest any one he pleases in his district, and his 
violent gestures and thundering voice secure to him, till something 
better turns up, the government of his section of the city. A 
word of Marat's has just caused Major Belzuncc at Caen to be 
assassinated. Desmoulins announces, with a smile of triumph, 
that *' a large section of the capital regards him as one among the 
principal authors of the Revolution, and that many even go so far 
as to say that he is the author of it'* Is it to be supposed that, 
borne so high by such a sudden jerk of fortune, they wish to put 
on the drag and again descend ? and is it not clear that they will 
aid with all their might the revolt which hoists them towards 
the loftiest summits ? Moreover, the brain reels at a height like 
this ; suddenly launched in the air and feeling as if everything was 
tottering around them, they utter exclamations of indignation and 
terror, they see plots on all sides, imagine invisible cords pulling 
in an opposite direction, and they call upon the people to cut 
them. With the full weight of their inexperience, incapacity, and 
improvidence, of their fears, credulity, and dogmatic obstinacy, 
they urge on popular attacks, and their newspaper articles or dis- 
courses are all summed up in the following phrases : *' Fellow- 
citizens, you, the people of the lower class, you who listen to me, 
you have enemies in the Court and the aristocracy. The Hotel- 
de-Ville and the National Assembly are your servants. Seize 
your enemies with a strong hand, and hang them, and let your 
servants know that they must quicken their steps ! " 

Desmoulins styles himself " SoIicitor-GeneraJ of the Lantern,"* 
and if he at all regrets the murders of Foulon and Berthier, it is 
because this too expeditious judgment has allowed the proofs of 
conspiracy to perish, thereby saving a number of traitors : he hira- 
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self mentions twenty of Ihem haphazard, and little does he care 
whether he makcii mistakes. " We are in the dark, and ic is well 
that faiihrul do};s should bark, even at all who pass by, so that 
there may be no fear of robbers." 

Flora this time forth Marai' denounces the King, the ministers, 
the administration, the bench, the bar, the Jiiuncial system and 
the academies, all as " suspicious ; " at all events the people only 
BUller on their account. "The Government is monopolizing 
grain, so as to force us to buy bread which poisons us for its 
weight in gold." 'I'lie Government, again, through a new conspiracy 
is about to blockaiie Paris, so as to starve it with greater ease. 
Utterances of this kind, at such a time, are firebrands chrown 
upon fear and hunger to kindle the flames of rage and cruelty. 
To this frightened and fasting crowd the agitators and newspaper 
writers continue to repeat that it must act. and act alongside of 

(the authorities, and, if need be, against them. In other words. 
We will do as we please ; we are the sole legitimate masters ; " ut 
a well-consHluled goitmment, tht people as a body are the real ant- 
rtigti ; our delegates are appointed only to execute our orders ; 
what right has the clay lo rebel against the potter?" 
On the strength of such principles, the tumultuous club 
which occupies the Palais-Royal substitutes itself for the Assembly 
I at Versailles. Has it not all the titles for this office? The 
^ Palais-Royal "saved the nation" on the lath and 13th of July. 
The Palais-Royal, " through its spokesmen and pamphlets," has 
made everyl>ody and even the soldiers "philosophers." It is 
the house of patriotism, " the rendezvous of the select among the 
^trioiic," whether provincials or Parisians, of all who possess the 
right of BufTrage, and who cannot or will not exercise it in their 
own district. " It saves time to come to the Palais-Royal. 
Tlicre is no need there of appealing to the President for the right 
to spe.ik, or to wait one's time for a couple of hours. The orator 
proposes his motion, and, if it finds supporters, mounts a chair. 
If he is applauded, it is put into proper shape. If he is hissed, he 
goes away. This was the way of the Romans." Behold the 
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veritable National Assembly ! It is superior to the other semi- 
feudal affair, encumbered with "six hundred deputies of the 
clergy and nobility," who are so many intruders and who " should 
be sent out into the galleries." — Hence the pure Assembly rules 
the impure Assembly, and " tlie Cafd Foy lays claim to the govern- 
njent of France." 

IV. 

On the 13th of July, the harlequin who led the insurrection at 
Rouen having been arrested, '* it is openly proposed at the Palais- 
Royal to go in a body and demand his release/*^ On the ist of 
August, Thouret, whom the moderate party of the Assembly have 
just made President, is obliged to resign; the Palais-Royal 
threatens to send a band and murder him along with those 
who voted for him, and lists of proscriptions, in which several 
of the deputies are inscribed, begin to be circulated. — From 
this time forth, on all great questions — the abolition of the 
feudal system, the suppression of tithes, a declaration of the rights 
of man, the dispute about the Chambers, the King's power of 
veto,' — the pressure from without inclines the balance: in this 
way the Declaration of Rights, which is rejected in secret session 
by twenty-eight bureaus out of thirty, is forced through by the 
tribunes in a public sitting and passed by a majority. — Just as 
before the 14th of July, and to a still greater extent, two kinds of 
compmlsion influence the votes, and it is always the ruling faction 
wh ± employs both its hands to throttle its opponents. On the 
on I hand this faction takes post on the galleries in knots com- 
posLi nearly always of the same persons, •* five or six hundred 
permanent actors,'* who yell according to understood signals and 
at the word of command.' Many of these are French Guanls, 
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in citizen's dicss, and nlio relieve each other: previously ihey 
have asked of iheir favourite deputy " at what hour they must 
cume, whether all goes on well, and n-!ietlier he is satisfied 
with those fools of ]ursons (caiolins) and the aristocrats." Others 
consist of low women under the command of Theroigne de M6i- 
court, a virago courtesan, who assigns them their posriions and 
gives them the signal for hooting or fur applause. Publicly and in 
full session, on the occasion of the deliate on tlie veto, " the depu- 
ties ae ^pplaudeil or insulted hj the galleries according as they 
utter the word ' susfmiaive,' or the word ' indefinite.' " '■ I'lireats," 
(says one of them) 'cirrulale 1 ; 1 heard them on all sides around 
me." These threats are repeated on going out: "Valets dis- 
missed by their masters, deserters, and women in rags," threatea 
the " lantern " to the refractory, " and thrust their fists in their 
laces. In the lull itself, antl much more accurately than befure 
the 14th of July, iheir names are taken down. and the lists, handed 
over to the popul ce," travel to the Palais-Royal, irom where 
they are dispatched in correspondence and in nen'spapers to the 
provinces.' — Thus we see the second means of compulsion-; each 
deputy is answerable for his vote, at Paris, with his own life, and, 
in the province, with those of his fkriiily. Members of the former 
Tliird-Kstaie avow that they abandon the idea of two Chambers, 
because " they are not disposed to get their wives' and children's- 
throats cut." On the 30th of August, Saint- Hunigue, the most 
noisy of the Palais-Royal barkers, marches off to Versailles,^- 
ihc head of 1,500 men, to complete tlie conversion of the- 
Assemhly. This garden club indeed, from the heights of it*' 
great learning, integrity, and immaculate reputation, decides that 
'* ihe ignorant, corrupt, and doubtful deputies must be got 
rid of." That they are such cannot be questioned, because 
they defend the royal sanction ; there are over 600 and more, 
ISO being deputies of the commons, who must be expelled 
to begin with, and then must be brought to judgment.' In the 
meantime they are informed, as well as the Bishop of Langrcs, 
President of the National Assembly, that " 15,000 men are 
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ready to light up their chateaux and in particular yours, sir." 
To avoid all mistake, the secretaries of the Assembly are informed 
in writing that '* 2.000 letters" will be sent into the provinces to 
denounce to the people the conduct of the mahgnant deputies : 
** Your houses are held as a surety for your opinions : keep this in 
mind, and save yourselves ! ** At last, on the morning of the 1st of 
August, fis^ depurations from the Palais-Royal, one of them led 
by Loustalot, march in turn to the H6tel-de-Ville, insisting that 
the drums should be beaten and the citizens be called together 
for the purpose of changing the deputies, or their instructions, 
and of ordering the National Assembly to suspend its discussion 
on the veto until the districts and provinces could give expression 
to their will : the people, in effect, alone being sovereign, and 
alone competent, always has the right to dismiss or instruct ane^r 
iis servants, the deputies. On the following day, August 2nd, 
to make matters plainer, new delegates from the same Palaib-Royal 
suit gestures to words ; they place two fingers on their throats, on 
being introduced before the representatives of the commune, as a 
hint that, if the latter do not ol)ey, they will be hung. 

After this it is vain for the National Assembly to make any show 
of indignation, to declare that it despises threats, and to protest 
Its independence ; the impression is already produced. " More 
than 300 members of the communes," says Mounier, " had 
decided to support the absolute veto." At the end of ten days 
most of these had gone over, several of them through attachment 
to the King, because they were alraid of "a general uprising," and 
"were not willing to jeopardise the lives of the royal family." 
But concessions like these only provoke fresh extortions. The 
politicians of the street now know by experience the etTect of 
brutal violence on legal authority. Emboldened by success and 
by imfmnity, they reckon up tlieir strength and the weakness of 
the latter. One blow more, and they are undisputed masters. Be;^^^ 
sides, the issue is already apparent to clear-sighted men. When ^ 
the agitators of the public thoroughfares, and the porters at the 
street-comers, convinced of their superior wisdom, impose decrees \ 
by the strength of their lungs, of their fists, and of their pikes, at I 
that moment experience, knowledge, good sense, cool-blood, 
genius, and judgment, disapi^ear from human affairs, and things • 
revert back to chaos. Mirabeau, in favour of the veto for life, { 
saw the crowd imploring him with tears in their eyes to change 
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his opinion : " Monsieur le Comte, if the King otriains this veto, 
what will be the use of a National Assembly? We shall all be 
slaves !" ' Oulbiirsls of tliis description are not to be resisted, and 
all is tost. Already, near the end of Sqitcniber, the remark 
applies which Mirabeau makes to the Comte de la Marck : " Yes, 
all is lost ; the King ami Queen will be swept away, and you will 
see the populace trampling on their lii'eless bodies." E'ghl days 
after this, on liie 5tli and 6th of October, ii breaks out agaiiibt 
both King and Queen, against the National Assembly and the 
Government, against all government present and to come; llie 
violent party which rules in Paris obtains possession of the chiefs 
of France to hold them under strict surveillance, and to justify its 
intennitteut outrages by one permanent outrage. 

V. 
Two distinct currents again combine in one torrent to hurry the 
crowd onward to a common end. On the one liaiid are the ujm-^ 
ings of the stomadh, and women excited by the famine : " Now 
that bread cannot be had in Paris, let us go to Versailles and 
demand it there ; once we have the King, Queen, and Dauphin io- 
the midst of us, tliey will be obliged to feed us; " we will bring 
back " the Baker, the Bakeress, and the Baker's boy." ^On the 
otner hand, there is fanaticism, and men who are pushed on by 
the lust of dominion. " Now that our chiefs yonder diaobeyus,- 
leC us go and make them obey us forthwith; the King is quibbling., 
over the Constitution and the Rights of Man — let him give them 
his sanction ; his guards refuse to wear our cockaile— let them 
accept it ; they want to carry him off to Metz — let him come to 
Paris ; here, under our eyes and in our hands, he, and the bme 
As^mbly too, will march straight on, and quickly, whether they 
like it or not, and always on the right road." — Under this con 1u- 
encc^ of ideas the expedition is arranged.* Ten days before this, 
it is publicly allu led to at Versailles. On the 4th of October, at 
Paris, a woman proposes it at the Palais-Royal ; Danton roara 

> Elienac l^umant, 145. — Cmtcipandcnce between Comte do MinlKau and Comts SA 
U Mirck. 

• '■ ProcMnre criBinelle da Chilplet," Drpoiilian 14I.— Koni »nd Buckei, iiL 6j, «s. 
INamlive al Domoulini, anicto of Loniulol.) Mtnurt dt Fn-a, number for Sep. 
tnntier ;, 178^ "Sgnda)' rvcninc. Aneuit 30, al the P^Uii-Koyil, Ibe nipaliion of 
•evrrnJ depntinoreverirdiui waiilrmiindcd, and npKiallyiaineDrtluiiefraniDaiipbin]'. 
. . . Tliejr >[K.ke at brinpng the King to I'arit » well n the Dauphin. All virtuona 
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at the Cordeliers; Marat, "alone, makes as much noise as the 
four trumpets on the Day of Judgment." Loustalot writes that 
"a second revolutionary paroxysm is necessary." "The day 
passes/' says Desmoulins, "in holding councils at the Palais- 
Royal, and in the Faubourg Sa nt-Antoine, on the ends of the 
bridgt s, and on the quays .... in pulling off the cockades ot but 
one colour. . . . These are torn off and trampled under foot with 
threats of the lantern, in case of fresh offence ; a soldier who is 
trying to refasten his, changes his mind on seeing a hundred 
Slicks raised against him." * These are the premonitory symptoms 
of a crisis ; a huge ulcer has formed in this feverish, suffering body, 
and it is about to break. 

But, as is usually the case, it is a purulent concentration of the 
most p>oisonous passions and the foulest motives. The vilest of 
men and women were engaged in it. Money was freely distri- 
buted. Was it done by intriguing subalterns who, playing upon 
the aspirations of the Duke of Orleans, extracted millions fiom 
him under the pretext of making him lieutenant-general of the 
kingdom ? Or is it due to the fanatics who, from the end of 
April, clubbed together to debauch the soldiery, and stir up a 
body of ruffians for the purpose of levelling and destroying every- 
thing around them?' There are always Machiavellis of the- 
highways and of houses of ill-fame ready to excite the foul and 
the vile of both sexes. On the first day that the Flemish regi- 
ment goes into garrison at Versailles an attempt is made to 
corrupt it with money and women. Sixty abandoned women are 
sent from Paris for this purpose, while the French Guards come 



^ Tbeso acts of violence were not reprisals ; nothing of the kind took place at the 
banquet of the body-tfuards (Oi'tober ist). " Amidst the general joy," saji an eyc*witncss, 
" I heard no insults aga>nst the National Assenibly, nor against the popular party, nor 
against anybody. 'J1ie on'y rncs were ' Vive U Roil Vive /s Rein* I Wc will deflend 
them to tlie death! '*' (Madame de Larochejacquelein, p. 40. Ibid, Madame Campan, 
another eye-witness.) It appears to be certain, howe\-er, that the younger members of 
the National Guard at Versailles turned their cockades so as to be like other people, and 
it is also probable that some of the ladies distributed white cockades. The rest is a story 
made up before and after the event to justify the insurrect on. Cf. Leroi, *' Histoire do 
Versailles,*' ii. 20—107. Ibid, p. 141. "As to that proscription of the national cockade, 
all witnesses deny it." The originator of the calumny is Gorsas, editor of the Conrrief 
de VenailUs* 

* " Procedure Criminclle du Ch&telct." Depositions 88, xio, xao, xa5, 127, 140, 146, 148. 
— Marraontol, " M ^moires," a conversation with Champfort, in May, 1789. — Morellet, 
" M^motres," i. 398. (According to the evidence of Garat, Champfort gave all his savings, 
3,000 IK-res to defray the expenses of manoMivres of this description.) — Malouet (ii. s). 
knew four of the deputies " wiio took direct part in this transaction.'* 

H 
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and treat tlieir new comrades. The latter have been regaled at 
the Palnis-Royal, while three of them, at Versuilles, exclaim, 
showing some crown pieces of six livres, " What a pleasure it is 
togiito Paris! one always conies b:icl£ with money I" In tiiis 
way, resistance is overcome beforehand. As to the attack. ■ 
women are to be the advanced guard, because the soldiers will 
scruple to fire at them ; [heir ranks, however, will be reinforced 
by a number of men disguised as women. On looking closely at 
them they are easily recognised, notwithstanding their rouge, by 
their badly-shaven beards, and by their voices and gait.' No 
dilBcuIty has been fjuml in obtaining men and women among the 
prostitutes of the P:ilais-RoyaI and the miUtary deserters who 
serve them as bullies. It is probable that the former lent their 
lovers the cast-ofT diessea they had to spare. At night all will 
meet again at the cmnmon rendezvous, on the benchi;s of the 
National Assembly, where lliey are quite as much at home as in 
their own houses.* — In any event, the first band which marches 
ont is of this stamp, displaying the finery and the gaiety of the 
profession ; " most of them young, dressed in white, with powdered 
hair and a sprightly air ; " many of them " laughing, singing, and 
drinking," as they would do at setting out for a picnic in the 
countr)'. Three or four of ihem are known by name — one brand- 
ishing a sword, and another, the notorious Th^roigne. Madeleine 
Giabry Louison, who is selected to address the King, is a pretty 
grisette who sells flowers, and something else doubtless, at the 
Palais-Ro)'al. Some appear to belong to the first rank in their 
calling, and to have tact and the manners of society — suppose, 
for instance, that Champ^ort and Laclos sent their mistresses. To 
these must be added wash e^^vo men, beggars, barefooted women, 
and fishwomen, enlisted (orseveraldaysbeloreand paid accordingly. 
This is the first nucleus, and it keeps on growing ; for, by com- 
pulsion or consent, the troop iocorporates into it, as it passes 
along, all the women it encounters — seamstresses, portresses, 
housekeepers, and even respectable females, whose dwellings are 

■ " PrDcnluTC CrmincUE du OilUlHt," lit. On Um IlnDiih laMicn. 
•o, M. IS. *1, ^. 98.— tnJ. Ob the men dit^nlKd u wnina. Dcpoiitiani s, 

jnl On the mndilinn of the women oF the npedilinn. Dcp<>-'>>I>ai» },ii, I 

BudM-— 4lh. Onihi- mnner d>>l'<l">t"t' BrpoiitiuBi vt, s6, 71,81, no, 116, 

• " Praci:-<lurc Criirlnrlls iln Chitrlrt." Dcpcailwil Cil, " Dannit the i:i« 

my dRcnl, (Ktmnd aauaE tbae pcopla, wUch Iha wiucu thoa^ht 
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entered with threats of cutting oflf their hair if they do not fall in. 
To these must be added vagrants, street-rovers, ruffians and robbers 
— the lees of Paris, which accumulate and come to the surface 
every time agitation occurs : they are to be found already at the 
first hour, behind the troop of women at the Hotel-de-Ville. 
Others are to follow during the evening and in the night Others 
are waiting at Versailles. Many, both at Paris and Versailles, 
are under pay : one, in a dirty whitish vest, chinks gold and silver 
coin in his hand. — Such is the foul scum which, both in front and 
in the rear, rolls along with the popular tide ; whatever is done 
to stem the torrent, it widens out and will leave its mark at every 
stage of its ovei flow. 

The first troop, consisting of four or five hundred women, begin 
operations by forcing the guard of the H6iel-de-Ville, which is 
unwilling to make use of its bayonets. They spread through the | K 
rooms and try to bum all tlie written documents they can find, 
declaring that there has been nothing but scribbling since the 
Revolution began.* A crowd of men follow after them, bursting 
open doors, and pillaging the magazine of arms. Two hundred 
thousand francs in Treasury notes are stolen or disappear; several 
of the ruffians set fire to the building, while others hang an abb^* 
The abb^ is cut down, and the fire extinguished only just in time: 
such are the interludes of the popular drama. In the meantime, 
the crowd of women increases on the Place de Grfeve, always with 
the same unceasing cry, ** Bread!'* and **To Versailles ! *' One of 
the conquerors of the Bastille the usher Maillard, offers himself 
as a leader. He is accepted, and taps his drum ; on leaving Paris, 
he has seven or eight thousand women with him, and, in addition, 
some hundreds ot men ; by dint of remonstrances, he succeeds in 
maintaining some kind of order amongst this rabble as far as Ver- 
sailles. — But it is a rabble notwithstanding, and consequently so 
much brute force, at once anarchical and imperious. On the one 
hand, each, and the worst among them, does what he pleases — 
which will be quite evident this very evening. On the other hand, 
its ponderous mass crushes all authority and overrides all rules 
and regulations — which is at once apparent on reaching Versailles. 

I " Troc^-dure Crimincllc du Ch&ielcr.'* Depositions 35, 44, 8i. — Koux and Buches, 
tii. 120. (Prof-te- verbal of the Commune, October 5th.) JoMntal de Pans, October lath. 
A fr'.w days after, M. I'ic, clerk of tbo prosecutor, brougbt " a package of 100,000 fianc« 
wh'ch he had saved from the enemieii' hands,*' and another package of notes was found 
thrown, in the hubbub, into a receipt«box. 
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Admitted into ttie Assembly, at first in small numiiers, thewonieai 
crowd against the door, push in with a rush, (ill llie galleries, thi 
the halt, the men along with ihcm, anned with clubs, halbci 
and pikes, all pell-mell, side by side with the deputies, taking' 
possession of their benches, voting along with them, and gathering 
about the Prcsiilent, who, surrounded, threatened, and insulted, 
finally abandons the position, while his chair is taken by a noman.' 
A fishv'oman commands in a gallery, and about a hundred womeo 
around her shout or keep silence at her bidding, while she inter- 
rupts and abnscs the depiilies : "Who is that sponter? Silence that 
babbler; he does not knowwhat he is talking about. The question 
is how to get bread. Let papa Mirabeau speak — b e want to hear 
him." A decree on subsistences having been passed, the leaders 
demand something in addition ; they must be allowed to enter all 
places where they suspect any monopol zing to be going on, and 
the price of "bread must be fixed at six sous the four pounils, and 
meat at six sous per pound." " You must not think that we are 
children to be played with. We are reaily to sirike. Do as you 
are bidden."— All their political injunctions emanate from this 
central idea. " Send back the Flemish regiment— it is a thousand 
men more to feed, and they take bread out of our mouths.' 
" Punish the aristocrats, who hinder the bakers from baking." 
" Down with the skull-cap — the priests are the cause of our 
trouble!" "Monsieur Mounier, why did you advocate that 
villainous veto ? Beware of the lantern I " Under this pressure, 
a deputation of the Assembly, with the President at its head, sets 
out on foot, in the niml, through the rain, and watched by a howl- 
ing escort of women and men armed with pikes ; after five hours 
of waiting and entreaty, it wrings from the King, besides the 
decree on subsistences, about which there was no difficulty, the 
acceptance, pure and simple, of the Declaration of Rights, and 
bis sanction to the constitutional articles. — Such is the independ- 
ence of the King and the Assembly.' Thus are the new principles 
of justice established, the grand outlines of the Constitution, the 
abstract axioms of political truth under the dictation of a crowd 

> " Prociduie CrinincUs du ChitclM." UnxHiluw «i, ;■,, Si, 148, 154 — I>uia(nit, iBi. 

• " PrkMbts CHminclleilii Ckllsln." Drpotilion i6g. Tliovitnru t«> on leaiHng 
tin Xing'! apaitmrnl " vnvral wonn dmtcil u flih'df;ili*n, one of nliom. wilh a pnttr 
faoB. tiu a fupet in Im hud, and who eitlaimi u >bc buldt il up. ' llcb ! wi- (orcwl bim 
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which extorts not only blin'lly, but which is half-conscious of its 
blindness. " Monsieur le Pr^ident," some among Ihe women say 
to Mounier, who returns with the Royal sanction, "will it be of 
at>f real use to us ? will it give poor folks bread in Paris ? " 

Meanwhile, the scum has been bubbling up around the chateau; 
and the abandoned women subsidised in Paris are pursuing their 
calling.' They slip through into the lines of the regiment drawn 
up on the square, in spite of the sentinels. Th^roigne, in an 
Amazonian red vest, distributes money among them. " Side with 

ius," some say to the men ; " we shall soon beat the King's Guards, 
strip off their fine coats and sell them," Others lie spra.vling on 
ihe ground, alluring the soldiers, and make such offers as to lead 
one of them to exclaim, " We are going to have a jolly lime of 
it 1 " Before the day is over, the regiment is seduced ; tJie women 
have, according to their own idea, acted for a good motive. When 
a political idea finds its way into such heads, instead of ennobling 
them, it becomes degraded there ; its only effect is to let loose 
vices which a remnant of modesty still keeps in subjection, and 
full play is given to luxurious or ferocious instincts under cover 
of the public good. — The passions, moreover, become intensified 
through their mutual interaction ; crowds, clamour, disorder, long- 
ings, and fas^ng, end in a state of phrgnsr. from which nothing 
can issue but dizzy madness and rage. — This phrensy began to 
show itself on the way. Already, on setting out, a woman had 
exclaimed, " We shall bring back the QueeD's head on the end of 
a pike I " * On reaching the Sevres bridge others added, " Let us 
cut her throat, and make cockades of her entrails I " Rain is fall- 
ing ; they are cold, tired, and hungry, and get nothing to eat but 
a bit of bread, distributed at a late hour, and with difhculty, oa 
the Place d'Armes. One of the bands cuts up a shuglitered 
horse, roasts it, and consumes it half raw, after the manner of 
savages. It is not surprising that, under the names of patriotism 
and "justice," savage ideas spring up in their minds against 
" members of Ihe National Assembly who are not with the prin- 
ciples of the people," against " the Bishop of Langres, Mounier, 
and the resL" One man in a ragged old red coat declares that 

■ "PnxfdBi«Criaimctl« da CUtalct." DepotidoBi (9, qt, 98. " PruniiiBgall.evsa 

■ " ProcMure Ccmioelk Aa Cbllclct.'' Dcpodtif»i 9, », 14, jo, 49, Gi, 81, 113, U4i 
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"he must have the head of ihe Alib^ Maury ti play nine-pins 
wilh," But it is especially against the Queen, who is a woman, 
and in sight, that the fcmiiiine imaglnaiion is the most aroused. 
"She alone is the cause of the evils we endure .... she must be 
killed, and quartered." — Night advances ; there are acis of 
violence, and violence engenders violence. " How glad I should 
be," says one man, " if I could only lay my hand on that ahe- 
dcvil, and strike off her head on the first curbstone ! " Towards 
morning, some cry out, " Where is that curbed cat? We must cat 
her heart out. ...We'll take oft her heail, cut her heart out, and fry 
her liver!" — With the first he appetite for blood has 

been awakened ; the wome iris say that " they have 

brought tubs to carry away ps of the Royal Guards," 

and at these words others clap i mds. Some of the riif-raff 

of the crowd examine the rope oi me lantern in the court of the 
National Assemijly, and judging it not to be sufficiently strong, 
are desirous of si\]i[)lying its place wilh another "to hang Ilic 
Archbishop of Taria, Mnury, and d'Espretiienil."^This murderous, 
carnivorous rage penctr.ites even among those whose duty it is to 
maintain or'er, one of the National Guard being heard to say that 
" the body guards must be killed to the last man, and their hearts 
torn out for a breakfast." 

Finally, towards midnigiit, the National Guard of Paris arrives; 
but it only adds one insurrection to another, for it has hkewise 
mutinied against its chiefs.' " If M. de Lafayette is not disposed 
to accompany us," says one of the grenadiers, " we will take aa 
old grenadier for our commander." Haiing come to this de- 
cision, they go after the general at the H6tel-de*Ville, while 
delegates of six of the companies make known their ordere to 
him. " General, "e do not believe that you are a traitor, but wc 
think that ihe Govemment is betraying us, ...The committee 
on subsistences is deceiving us, and must be removed. We want 
to go to Verjailles to exterminate the body-guard and the Flemish 
regiment who have trampled on the national cockade. If the 
King of France is too feeble to wear his crown, let him take it 
off; we will crown his son and things will go better." In v.iin 
Lafayette refuses, and harangues them on the Place de Grive ; in 
vain he resists for hours, row addressing them and now im|)Ofiing 
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silence. Armed bands, coming from the Faubourgs Saint-Antoine 
and Saint-Marceau, swell the crowd ; they take aim at him ; others 
prepare the lantern. He then dismounts and endeavours to 
return to the Hotel-de-Ville, but his grenadiers bar the way: 
" MorbUu^ General, you will stay with us ; you will not abandon 
us ! " Being their chief it is pretty plain that he must follow 
them ; which is also the sentiment of the representatives of the 
commune at the Hotel-de-Ville, who send him their authorisa- 
tion, and even the order to march, '* seeing that it is impossible 
for him to refuse.** 

Fifteen thousand men thus reach Versailles, and in front of and 
along with them thousancls of rufiians, protected by the darkness. 
On this side the National Guard of Versailles, posted around the 
chateau, together with the people of Versailles, who bar the way 
against vehicles, have closed up every outlet* The King is prisoner 
in his own palace, he and his, with his ministers and his court, and 
with no defence. For, with his usual optimism, he has confided 
the outer poses of the chateau to Lafayette's soldiers, and, through \ 
a humanitarian obstinacy which he is to maintain up to the last,' I 
he has forbidden his own guards to fire on the crowd, so that they 
are only there for show. With common right in his favour, the 
law, and the oath which Lafayette had just obliged his troops to 
renew, what could he have to fear? What could be more effec- 
tive with the people than trust in them and prudence ? And )a^ 
playing the sheep one is sure of taming brutes ! 

From five o'clock in the morning they prowl around the palace- 
railings. Lafayette, exhausted with fatigue, has taken an hour's 
repose,* which hour suffices for them.* A populace armed with 
pikes and clubs, men and women, surrounds a squad of eighty-eight 
National Guards, forces them to fire on the King's Guards, bursts 



1 " Proc^dttre Criminelle da Chitelet." Deposition 24. A number of butcher-boyt 
mn after the carriages tssntng from the PetiU'EcuriM shonting out, " Don't let tbe curs 
escape!" 

* '* ProcMure CrimineOe du Ch&telet." Depositions xox, 91, 89, and 17. M. de Mio- 
manure, a body-guard, mildly says to the ruffians mounting the staircase: "My friends, 
you lo\-e 3rour King, and yet you come* to annoy him even in his palace ! " 

* Malouet, II. 2. '* I felt no distrust," says Laiayette in 1798 ; *' the people promised to 
remain quiet.*' 

* " Procedure Criminelle du Ch&telet.'' nq>ositions 9, 16, 60, 128, 129, 130, 139, 158. i'>8, 
170. M. du Kepairc, body-xuird, being sentry at the railing from twf> o'clock in the 
morning, a man passes his pike thniugfa the bars sajring, ** You embroidered — — , 
ynur turn tr II come bc-orc lon^." M. du Repairc, '* retires within the sentry-box witLout 
say.n^ a word tu this man, considering the orders that have been issued not to act." 
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Open a door, seizes two of Ihe guards anJ chops ihcir lieacis off. 
The executioner, who is a studio model, with a heavy beard, 
Stretches out his blood-slained hands and glories in the act; and 
so great is the ciVect on the National Guard thai they move off, 
through sensibility, in order not lo witness such sights; such is 
the resistance ! In the meaniime the crowd invade ihe staircases, 
beat down and tr.imple on the guards ihey encounter, and hurst 
open the doors iviili imprecations against the Queen, Tlie Queen 
nins off, just in time, in her untlerclothcs; she takes refuge wiih 
the King and the rest of the royal family, who have in vain ba ri- 
caded themselves in ihe CEil-de-Bosuf, a door of which is broken 
in : here they stand, awaiting death, when I^fayetle arrives wilh 
his grenadiers and saves all ihat can be saved — their lives, ami 
nothing more. I'or, from the crowd hiiddletl in the nia.hle court 
tbe^hout rises, " To Paris with the King !" a command to which 
the King submits. 

Now that the great hostage is in their hands, will they deign 
to accept the second one? This is doubtful. On the Queen 
approaching the balcony with her son and daughter, a howl 
arises of " No children ! " She is die one they want to covet 
with their guns — and ihis she comprehends. At this moment 
M. dc l,afayette, throwing the shield of his popularity over her, 
appears on the balcony at her side and respectfully kisses her 
hand. The reaction is instantaneous in this over-excited crowd. 
Both man and woman, in such a state of nervous tension, readily 
jump from one extreme to another, rage bordering on teai^ A 
portress, who is a companion of Maillard's,' imagines that she 
hears Lafayette promise in the Queen's name " to love her people 
and be as much attached to them as Jesus Christ to hia Church." 
People sob and embrace each other; the grenadiers shift their 
caps to the heads of the body-guard. The good tims has come : 
"the people have got bacic their King." Nothing is to be done 
now but to rejoice ; and the cortege moves on. The ro>'al family 
and a hundred deputies, in carriages, form the centre, and then 
comes the artillery, with a number of women bestriding the 
cannons ; next, a convoy of flour. Round about are the King's 
Guards, each with a National Guard mounted behind liim ; then 

■i.ii.87 
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comes ihe National Guard of Paris, and after them men «-ith 
pikes and women on foot, on horseback, in cal>s, and on carts ; 
in front is a band bearing two severed heads on the ends of 
two poles, which halts at a hairdresser's, in Sfevres, to have these 
heads powdered and curled ;' they are made to bow by way of 
salutation, and are daubed all over with cream ; there are jokes 
and shoutii of laughter ; the people stop to eat and drink on the 
road, and oblige the guards to clink glasses with them; they 
sliout and fire salvos of musketry ; men and women hold each 
other's hands and sing and dance about in the mud.— Such is the 
new fraternity — a funeral procession of legal and legilimate au- 
thorities, a triumph of brutality over intelligence, a murderous and 
[Ktlitical Mardi gras, a formidable masquerade which, preceded by 
the insignia of death, drags along with it the heads of France, the 
King, the ministers, and the deputies, that it may constrain tliem 
to rule according to its plirensy, tliat it may hold them under its 
pikes until it is pleased to slaughter them. 

VI. 
Th's hTne there can be no mistake : the Reign of Terror is i 
fully anil firmly established. On this very day the mob stops a / 
vehicle, in which it hopes to find M. de Virieu, and declares, on { 
searching it, that "they are looking for the deputy to massacre I 
him, as well as others of whom they have a list."' Two days after- ' 
warils the Abb^ Gr^goire tells the National Assembly that not a 
day passes without ecclesiastics being insulted in Paris, and pur- 
sued with " horrible threats," Malouct is advised that " as soon 
as guns are distributed among the mititia, the first use made of them 
w;ll be to get lid of those deputies who arc bad citizens," and 
among others of the Abb^ Maury. " The moment I stepped out 
into the streets," writes Mounier, " I was publicly followed. It 
was a crime to be seen in my company. Wherever I happened to 
go, along with two or three of my companions, it was stated that 

■ DunI, " SauKn'n de la Tcnenr,' i. )8. (Doubtful in aliiiait eireiTthIpe, but here be 
ii an eye-witnw. He dined oppniiM tlie hairnlieaer^ but the railing of tbe Park of 
Samt-Clond.) U.da I allyT<il]eadarieec«idIalter toa&iend. " At the mament tbe Kinf 
CDlGRd b<> capital vilb two buhofn of bii council milb bim in thn cwriage, lbs «> wai 
bud. " Off 10 the lulam with tba biibov* t " 

■ Do Mimtliwer, I. yii.—Uemiltur, Huiou of the Stb, gth, nnd loth of Octobor.— 
Uatmel. li. 9, lo, 20 
Doupbinou.** 
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an a-'seinl)!)' of aristocrats was fumiing. I liad become such an 
object of terror ihal ihey threatened to set fire to a country-house 
where I had pasiieil twenty-four hours ; and, to relieve iheir minds, 
a promise had to be given that neither m>-self nor my fnends 
■hould be again received into it." In one week five or six 
hundred deputies have their p^ssporta ' made out. and hold them- 
selves ready to deiiart. During ilie following month one hundred 
and twenty give in Ihdr resignations, or no longer appear in ihc 
Assembly. Mounier, Lally-Tollendal, the Bishop of Langres, and 
Others besides, rjuit Paris, and afterwards France, Mallet-Dupan 
writes, " Opinion now dictates its judgment n-ilh steel in hand. 
Btliat or dit \% the anathema "which vehement spirits pronounce', 
and this in the name of Liberty, Moderation has become a 
crime." After the 7th of October, Mirabeau says to the Comte 
dc l.t Marck : '■ If you have any influence with the King or the 
Queen, persuade them that they and France are lost it ihc royal 
family does not leave Pari?. I am busy with a plan for getting theia- 
away," He prefers everything to the present situation, " even 
civil war;" for "war, at least, invigorates the soul," while here, 
" under the dictatorship of demagogues, we are being drowned JQ 
■lime," Given up to itself, Paris, in three months, " will certainly 
be a hospital, and, perhaps, a theatre of horrors." Against the 
rabble and its leaders, it is essential that the King should at once 
coalesce " with his people," that he should go to Rouen, appeal 
to the provinces, provide a centre for public opinion, and, if 
necessary, resort to armed resistance. Malouet. on his side, 
declares that "the Revolution, since (he 5th of October, "horrifies 
all sensible men, and every party, but that it is complete ami 
irresistible." ITius the three be-t minds that are associated with 
the Revolution — those whose verified prophecies attest genius or 
good sense ; the only ones who, for two or three years, and from 
week to week, have always predicted wisely, and irtio have 
employed reason in their demonstrations — these three. Mallet- 
Dupan, Mirabeau, Malouet, agree in their estimate of the event, 
and in measuring its consequences. The nation is glit^fng down 
a declivity, and no one possesses the means or the furce to arrest 
it. The King cannot do it ; " undecided and weak beyond all 

■ Da FgcT^tm. 1. jtG. (On the «(h of October, )u nembrn have striiJy t.iln their 
lanartK,} MrixHi* dt Pninttt Ko. of the 17th CklDbvr. Cuaix^iwnJijnceuf Mir** 
ml U. dc U Uai tk, 1. 1.«. lab. J64. 
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expression, his character resembles those oiled ivory balls which 
one vainly strives to keep together." * And as for the Assembly, j 
blinded, violated, and impelled on by the theory it proclaims, | 
and by the faction which supports it, each of its grand decrees | 
only renders its fall the more precipitate. ^' 



^ ('oiTC*pondence of Mirabeaa and M. de la Marck, i. 175. (The words of Monsieur to 
M.deUMarck.) 
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The Cr>Dttitanit A<i<enibly.— Condilioiu miuired for tbe (raDUDB of good 
laws. — I. These conilttii>n4 .-ibicnt in the Assembly. — Causes of disorder inrl 
imiioQiliiy.— Tbe [I'acc or mcetioe — The laige DQnibcr of dcpulies. — Imer- 
fiTFtice of the gilleriei.— Rules of procetliire waoting, defecliTc, or disregarded, 
— The parlijmenLiry leailert. — SusceptibUity and over-excilemciit of Ihc 
Assemlily. — lis pnroI\^'ms of enthu^isni. — Its tendeDcy to emotion. — It 
CDCOUiages theatrical display. — Changes which these displijn introduce in its 
good iulentioDa. — II. lnad<:qiiacy of its iDrotmalioD, — Its compodtion. — The 
social standing and cnlture of the larger number. — Their incapadqr. — Their 
prnoniption. — Fioillesi tdnce of competent tnen. — DedoctiTc pofltio. — 
Parties. — The minority ; its faults. — The majority ; its dogmatisin. — IIL - 
Ascendancy of the revolutionary party. — Theory in its favour. — The constrxiat- 
lhn« Imposed on men's minds.— Appeal to the passions.— Bmie force oa the _ 
ride of the party. — It profits by this. — OppretsioQ of the minority.— IV. ~~ 
Refuaal to supply the ministry. — Effects of this mistalie.— Misconception of ' 
tbe situation. — The committee of investigation, — Constant alann*, — Efiect* 
of ignorance and fear on tbe work of the Constitoent Assembly. 

If there is any work in Has world tliflitnilt to achieve it is a 
constitution, and especially a complete one. To replace the old 
forms in which a great nation has lived by others that are difTerent, 
appropriate, and enduring ; to fit a mould of a hundred thousand 
compaTtments to the life of twenty-six millions of men ; to fashion 
this so harmoniously, adapt it so well, so closely, with such an exact 
appreciation of their needs and faculties, that they may enter it of 
themselves and move about in it without collisions, and that their 
spontaneous activity should at once find the ease of old routine, — 
is a prodigious undertaking, and probably beyond the powers of 
\uman mind. In any event, the mind requires all its powers 
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to carry the undertaking out, and it cannot too carefully guard 
itself against all sources of disturbance and error. An Assembly^ 
and especially a Constituent Assembly, requires, outwardly, secu- 
rity and independence, inwardly, silence and order, and generally, 
calmness, good sense, practical ability and discipline under com- 
petent and recognised leaders. Do we find anything of all this 
in the Constituent Assembly ? J 

• 

I. 

We have only to look at it outwardly to have some doubts 
about it. At Versailles, and then at Paris, the sessions are held 
in an immense hall capable of seating 2,000 j^rsons, in which the 
most powerful voice must be strained in order to be heard. It is 
not calculated for the moderate tone suitable for the discussion of 
business ; the speaker is obliged to shout, and the strain on the 
voice communicates itself to the mind ; the place itself suggests 
declamation ; and this all the more readily because the assem- 
blage consists of 1,200 — that is to say, a crowd, and almost a 
mob. At the present day, in our Assemblies of five or six hundred 
deputies, there are constant interruptions and an incessant bu> z ; 
there is nothing so rare as self-control, and the firm resolve to give 
an hour's attention to a discourse opposed to the opinions of the 
hearers. What can be done here to compel silence and patience? 
Arthur Young on different occasions sees *'a hundred members 
on the floor at once," shouting and gesticulating. *' Gentlemen, 
you are killing me ! " says Bailly, one day, sinking with exhaus- 
tion. Another president exclaims in despair, " Two hundred 
speaking at the same time cannot be heard; will you make it 
impossible then to restore order in the Assembly?" The rum- 
bling, discordant din is farther increased by the uproar of the 
galleries.' ** In the British Parliament," writes Mallet-Dupan, " I 
saw the galleries cleared in a trice because the Duchess of Gordon 
happened unintentionally to laugh too loud." Here, the throng- 
ing crowd of spectators, the newsmongers of the pavement, the 
delegates from the Palais-Royal, the soldiers disguised as citizens, 
and the prostitutes who are collected and marshalled, applaud, 
clap their hands, stamp and hoot, at their pleasure. This is 
carried to so great an extent that M. de Montlosier ironically 



^ Arthur Young, June 15, 1789.— Baillj, pauim^-^Mamtiemr, iv. 522 (Juno *, X79o)« 
"^Mrrcure de France (Feb. 11 1792). 
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proposes " to give tlie gilleries a voice in tlie deliberations." ' 
Another member wishes lo know whelher the re]ireseiilatives are 
SO many acton, whoiri the nation senjs [here to endure the hisses 
of the Paris public. Intt-miptions, in fact, take place as in a 
theatre, anri, frequeiuly, if the members do not give satisfaction, 
they are forced to tiesist. On the ntlier hand, the deputies who 
are popular with ihis energetic audience, on which they keep an 
eye, are actors belore the footlights: I hey involuntarily yi ell to 
its influence, and exaggerate their ideas as well as their words 
to be in unison wiih it. Tumult and violence, imdcr such cir- 
cumstances, become a matter of course, and the chances 
of an Assembli- acting wisely are diminished by one-half; on 
becoming a chib lA agitators, it ceases to be a conclave of legis- 
lators. 

Let us enter and see how this one proceeds. Thus encumbered, 
thus surrounded and agitated, does it Inke at least those precau- 
tions without which no assembly of men can govern itself? When 
ceveral hundred persons assemble tngelher for deliberation, it is 
evident that some sort of an inlernaJ police is neces;ary ; first of 
all, some code of accepted usages, some written precedents, by 
which its acts may be ]irepared and defined, considered in detail, 

Iand properly passed. The best of these codes is ready to hand ; 
at the rcfjuest of Mirabeau, Romilly has sent over the standing- 
I orders of the English House of Commons.* But, with the pre- 
sumption of novices, they pay no attentiou to this co<le; they 
imagine it is needless for them; they will borrow nothing from 
foreigners ; they accord no authority to experience, and, not con- 
tent with rejecting the forms it prescribes, "it is with difficulty 
they can be made lo follow any rule whatever." They leave the 
field open to the impulsiveness of individuals ; any kind of influ- 
ence, even that of a deputy, even of one elected by themselves, is 
f suspected by them ; hence their choice of a new president every 
fortnight. They submit to no constraint or control, neither lo the 
legal authority of a parliamentary code, nor to the moral authority 
of parliamentary chiefs. They are without any such; they are not 
oi^nized in parties ; neither on one side nor on the other is a 
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recognised leader found who fixes the time, arranges the debate, 
draws up the motion, assigns parts, and gives the rein to or 
restrains his supporters. Mi>abeau is the only one capable of 
obtaining this ascendancy; but., on the opening of the Assembly, 
he is discredited by the notoriety of his vices, and, towards the 
last, is compromised by his connection with the Court. No other 
is of sufficient eminence to have any influence ; there is too much 
of average and too little of superior talent. Self-esteem, moreover, 
is as yet too vigorous an element to allow of concessions. Each 
of these improvised legislators has come satisfied with his own 
system, and to break him in under a leader to whom he would 
intrust his political conscience, to make of him what three out of 
four of these deputies should be, a voting machine, would require 
an apprehension of danger, some painful experience, an enforced 
surrender which he is far fr m realising.^ For this reason, save 
in the violent party, each acts as his own chief, according to the 
impulse of the moment, and the confusion may be imagined. 
Strangers who witness it, lift their hands in pity and astonishment. 
"They discuss nothing in their Assembly," writes Gouverneur 
Morris.' ** One large half of the time is spent in hallooing and 
bawling. . . . Each member comes to retail the result of his 
lucubrations** amidst this noise, taking his turn as inscribed, 
without replying to his predecessor, or being replied to by his 
successor, without ever meeting argument by argument ; so that 
while the firing is interminable, "all their shots are fired in 
the air." Before this " frightful clatter " can be reported, the 
pap>ers of the day are obliged to make all sorts of excis ons, to 
prune away " nonsense," and reduce the ** inflated and bombastic 
style." Chatter and clamour, that is the whole substance of most 
of these famous sittings. ** You would hear,** says a journalist, 
*• more yells than speed: es; the sittings seemed more likely to end 
in fights than in decrees.... Twenty times I said to myself, on leaving, 
that if anything could arrest and turn the tide of the Revolution, 
it would be a picture of these meetings traced without caution 
or adaptation.... All my eflbrtswere therefore directed to represent 
the truth, without rendering it repulsive. Out of what had been 
merely a row, I concocted a scene.... I gave all the sentiments, but 



^ Cf. Ferriftm, I. 3. His rvpenUnce is aflectinir. 

* Letter to WMbinctoa» Janiury 14, 1790.— Damoat, las.— Garat, letter to Condorcet. 
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not always in the same words. I Iranslaleii their yells into words, 
thi'ir furious gestures into attitudes, and when I could not inspire 
esteem, I endeavoured to rouse the emotions." 

There is no remedy for this evil ; for, besides the absence of 
discipline, there is an inward and fundamental cause for the dis- 
order. These people are ioa iusceptihle. They are Frenclimeii, 
and Frenchmen of the eighteenth century ; brought up in tlie 
amenities f£ the utmost refinement, accustomed to derereniial 
manners, to constant kind attentions and mutual obligations, so 
thoroughly imbued with the instinct of good breeding that thdr 
conversation seems almost insipid to strangers.' All at once they 
are transported to the thorny soil of politics, exposed to insulting 
debates, flat contradictions, venomous denunciation, constant 
detraction and open invective ; engaged in a battle in which every 
species of weapon peculiar to a parliamentary life is employed, 
and in which the hardiest veterans are scarcely able to keep cool. 
judge of the effect of all this on inexperienced, highly strung 
nerves, on men of the world accustomed to the accom nodations 
and amiabilities of universal urbanity. They are at once beside 
themselves. — And ail the more so because they never anticipate 1 
a battle ; but, on the contrary, a festival, a grand and charming 
idyl, in which everybody, hand in hand, would assemble in tean; 
around the throne and save the country amid mutual embraces. 
Necker himself arranges, like a theatre, the chamlier in which the 
sessions of the Assembly are to be held.' " He was not dispose;) 
to tegard the Assemblies of ttie States-General as anything but a 
peaceful, imposing, solemn, august spectacle, which the people 
would enjoy ; " and when the idyl suddenly changes into a 
drama, he is so frightened that it seems to him as if a landslip had 
occurred that threatened, during the night, to break down the 
framework of the building. — At the time of the meeting of the 
Suies-General, everybody is delighted ; all imagine tliat they are 
about to enter the promised land. During the procession of the 
4th of May, " tears of joy," says the Marquis de Feirieres, " fiileit 

> Anhnr Yoaaf, 1. 46. "Taua uulcleganl, uniBtmittiiKud poliv^ U>c minflcdinui 
frf covnmnicated ideal hjA power iHitlwf to D^CTid nar L tilntcL. , , . AllTipfuroichoaglit 
■cent cxrtudni from eipmiioiu - ■ > Wben ebere ]i much I'tJIth of cituacler Fhcn i* 
liLtlearsnOKnt.'*— Cibinel dpi Eitanip«. ^c« rxiKTavinr^of the day by Mi>tc4ii. Pri^Mir, 
AlmH?t, rrpru nting (lio opeDinfof the Sutefl-Goncrth All t]ieEi£urEi hatok giac«lul, 
drgant, and (p'lHrcl air. 

■ >iini)aiitci,UH>k uii.ijr.— M»]oiwl,L>Ci.-'Feiniin,i.i» 
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my eyes. ... In a state of transport ... I beheld France sup- 
ported by Religion" exhorting us all to concord. ** ITie sacred 
ceremonies, the music, the incense, the priests in their saciificial 
robes, that dais, that orb radiant with precious slones. ... I 
called to my mind the words of the prophet. . . . My God, my 
country, and my countrymen, all were one ^iih myself!" This 
susceptibility repeatedly breaks out in the course of the session, 
and carries decrees which had never been dreamt of. ''Some- 
limes,"^ writes the American ambassador, '* an orator gets up in the 
midst of a deliberation, makes a fine discourse on a different sub- 
ject, and closes with a nice little resolution which is carrier.! with 
a huzzah. Thus, in considering the plan of a national bank ]>ro- 
posed by M. Necker, one of them took it into his head to move / 
that every member should give his silver buckles — which was agreed .; 
to at once, and the honourable mover laitl his upon the table, i 
after which the business went on again." Thus, over-excited, they | 
do not know in the morning what they will do in the afternoon, ami i 
they are at the mercy of every surprise. When they are seized wiih 
ihese 6ts of enthusiasm, infatuation spreads over all the benches ; 
prudence gives way, all foresight disappears and every objection 
is stifled. During the night of the 4ih of August,' *' nobody is 
master of himself ... the Assembly presents the spectacle of an 
inebriated crowd in a shop of valuable furniture, breaking and 
smashing at will whatever they can lay tlieir hands on." '* Tliat 
\> hich would have required a year of care and reflection," says a 
competent foreigner, " was proposed, deliberated over, and passed 
by general acclamation. > The abolition of feudal rights, of titles, 
of the privileges of the p'ovinces, three articles which alone em- 
braced a whole system of jurisprudence and statesmanship, were 
decided with ten or twelve other measures in less time than is 
required in the English Parliament for the first reading of an 
important bill." "Such are our Frenchmen," says Mirabeau 
again, " they spend a month in disputes about syllables, and over- 
throw, in a single night, the whole established system of the 
Monarchy!"' The truth is, they display the nervousness of 



1 Gouvemcur Morris, January 24, 1790. — Likewise (Dc Fcrridrcs, i. 71) the decrve on the 
filKiltton of nobility wns not the order of the day, and was carried by surprise. 

* Kcrriftrcs, i. i8p. — Damont, 146. 

^ i etter of Mirabeau to Si.>y(^s, June xi, 1790. " Our nation of monkeys with the 
throits of parrots.'*— Dumont, 146.—" Sicy^s and Mirabeau always entertained a con- 
temptible opinion of tlis Comtituent Assembly." 
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women, and, from one end of the Revolution to the other, this 
excitability keeps on increasing. 

Not only are they excilcil, but the pitch of excitement must be 
maintained, and, like the drunkard who, once stimulated, has 
recourse again to strong waters, one would say that they carefully 
try to expel the last rtmnanls of calmness and common sense 
from their biains. Tht^y delight in pompous |ihrases, in high- 
sounding rhetoric, in declamatory sentimental stroki^ of eloijuiini c : 
this is the style of nearly all their speeches, and so strong is their 
taste, they are not satisfied with the orations made amongit them- 
selves. Lally and NL.>cker, having made " affecting and sublime " 
s})eeches at the Hoiel-de-Viile, the Assembly wish them to be 
lepeated before them : ' this being the heart of France, it is 
proper for it to answer to the noble emotions oi all Frenchmen, 
Let this heartthrob on, and as strongly as possible, for that is its 
office, and day by day it receives fresh i;rpulses. Almost all 
Mttings begin with the reading of flattering addressee or of threat- 
ening denunciations. The petitioners frequently appear in person, 
and read their enthusiastic effusions, their imperious advice, their 
doctrines of dissolution. To-day it is Danton, in the name of 
Paris, with his bull visjge and his voice that seems a tocsin of 
insurrection ; to-morrow, the vanquishers of the Bastille, or some 
iother rroop, with a band of music which continues playing even 
iiito the hall. The meeting is not a conference for business, but 
a patriotic opera, where the eel gue, the melodrama, and some- 
times the masquerade, mingle with the cheers and the clappings 
of hands.' — A serf of tl)e Jura is brought to the bar of the As- 
sembly Bjed one hundred and twenty years, and one of the 
members of the cort^, " M. Bourbon de la Crosni^re, director of a 



* UtHilnr, 156, 4}i(jBlr liaili.ffl^\~7B<inuiiaaIMtatitlDtcnit,\.\oi.}<iiT 
i«tb. " A tnEnber dmudi (Ut M dc Lillr np«ti hii ducoone, wbkta i* Hcoiidol 
br Uie whole Aura Mr." 

■ MimiltnT (Mircb 11, iTge). " A una of St. MaiiU. branght ta the lu of Ub 
houc Ihanki the Aueobty lor the dectea by w ilch the cloUten an oprawd, uid dcimincei 
the tricka tntrignei, and vma Trolence eierciKd in the nnimiu to prevtat the execntioi 
oi Iks decrae."— /Jil Uarcb >«. 1790. 8« the vu-ioui uldroHi which are read. " At 
Lagnon, tbe niDthcT of a fainilf aaKmbleJ lier ten childien, and Hme with them and for 
(hna ta be laral to tbe Bition and (a the V^ti^.''~liid- June s, 1790. "U Chambmnd 
muk the letter of the colleclor of csitoni o> Lannioa, la Brittan)', la a pHeM, atnember 
of the National Awmlly. He implore ' hit tnflgrnce 10 Kciin tbe acceptance of bii civic 

tmar^, rr Uu fwH." On readinn ananiUTof iheH addreuu Ibe ABeDbly appeal* to b« 
• MBvleacBl of ibe /Vi/;n Aficha (a null adnrtiiisK ioanal in Farii). 
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patriotic school, asks permission to take charge of the august old 
man, that he may be waited on by the young people of all 
ranks, and especially by the children of those whose fathers 
were killed in the attack on the Bastille." ^ Great is the hub- 
bub and excitement The scene seems to be in imitation of 
Berquin,* with the additional complication of a mercenary con- 
sideration. 

But small matters are not closely looked into, and the Assembly, ^ 
under the pressure of the galleries, stoops to shows, such as are 
held at fairs. Sixtv vagabonds who are paid twelve francs a head, 
in the costumes f Spaniards, Dutchmen, Turks, Arabs, Tripoli* 
tans, Persians, Hindoos, Mongols, and Chinese, conducted by the 
Prussian Auacharsis Clootz, enter, under the title of Ambassadors 
of the Human Race, to declaim against tyrants, and they are 
admitted to the honours of the sitting. On this occasion the 
masquerade is a stroke devised to hasten and extort the abolition 
of nobility.* At other times, there is little or no object in it; 
its ridiculousness is inexpressible, for the farce is played out as 
seriously and earnestly as in a village award of prizes. For three 
days, the children who have taken their first communion before 
the constitutional bishop have been promenaded through the 
streets of Paris ; at the Jacob n club they recite the nonsense 
they have committed to memory ; and, on the fourth day, admitted 
to the bar of the Assembly, their spokesman, a poor l:ttle thing of 
twelve years old, repeats the parrot-like tirade. He winds up 
with the accustomed oath, upon which all the others cry out in 
their piping, shrill voices, " We swear ! " As a climax, the Presi- 
dent, Treilhard, a sober law)er, replies to the little gamins with 
perfect gravity in a similar strain, employing metaphors, personifi- 
cations, and everything else belonging to the stock-in-trade of a 
pedant on his platform : '' You merit a share in the glory of the 
founders of liberty, prepared as you are to shed your blood in her 
behalf." Immense applause from the ** left '* and the galleries, 
and a decree ordering the speeches of both president and children 
to be printed. The children, probably, would rather have gone 

> Moniieur^ October S3, 1789. 

• A well-known writer of children's stories.— [Tr.] 

* Ferriftrns, iu 65 (June lo, X790).— De A ontlosier, i. 408. "One of these masqueraders 
04rae the fbliowing day to got his money of the Comte de Jiillanconrtp mi takini^ him for 
the Due de Liaacottrt. ' Monsiettr,' sayi he, ' I am the man who played the Chaldean 
yesterday.' 
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out to play ; but, willingly or unwillingly, they receive or emlure 
the honours of ilic sitiing,' 

Such are iht; tricks of the stage and of the plalform by which the 
managers here move iheir political puppets. Emutional suscep- 
tibility, once recognised as a legitirnate force, thus becomes an 
instruinent of iiiirigue and constraint. The Assembly, having 
accepted theatrical exliibitions when these were sincere and 
earnest, is obliged to tolerate them when they become mere sham 
and butloonery. At this vast national banquet, over which it 
meant lo preside, and to which, throwing the doors wide open, it 
I invited all France, its lirst intoxication was due to wine of a 
' noble quality; but it has touched glasses with the populace, and 
[by degrees, under the pressure of its associates, it has descended 
'to adulterated and burning drinks, to a grotesque unwholesome 
jinebriety which is al! the more grotesque and unwholesome, 
jbecause U persists in believing itself to be reason. 

II. 
If reason could only resume its empire duri,ig the lucid inter- 
vals ! But reason must exist before it can govern, and in no Frendi 
Assembly, except the two following this, ha\'e there ever l>een 
- fewer political intellects. Strictly speaking, with careful search, 
there could undoubtedly be found in France, in 17^9, five or six 
hundred experienced men, such as the intendants and military 
commanders of every province ; next to these the prelates, ad- 
ministrators nf large dioceses, the members of the local "parte- 
ments" whose courts gave them influence, and who, besides 
judicial functions, possessed a portion of administrative power; 
and finally, the principal members of the Provincial Assemblies, 
all of them influential and sensible people who had exercised 
control over men and affairs, at once humane, liberal, moderate, 
and cajiable of understanding the difliculty, as well as the necessity, 
of a great reform ; indeed, their correspondence, full of facts, 
stated with precision and judgment, when compared with the 
doctrinaire rubbish of the Assembly, presents the strongest pos- 
sible contrast. But most of these lights remain under a bushel ; 
only a few of them get into the Assembly ; these bum without 
illuminating, and are soon extinguished in the tempest. The 
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venerable Machault is not there, nor Malesherbes ; there arc none 
of the old ministers or the marshals of France. Not one of the 
inteitdanls is there, except Maiouet— and by the superiority of this 
man, the most judicious of the Assembly, one can judge the 
services which his colleagues would have rendered. Out of two 
hundred and ninety-one members of the clergy,' there are indeed 
forty-eight bisho|)s or archbishops and thirty-five abbots or canons, 
but, being prelates and with large endowments, they excite the 
envy of their order, and are generals without any soldiers. We 
have the same spectacle among the nobles. Most of them, the 
gentry of the provinces, have been elected in opposition to the 
grandees of the Court, Moreover, neither the grandees of the 
Court, devoted to worldly pursuits, nor the gentry of the provinces, 
confined to private life, are practically familiar with public atlairs. 
A small group among them, twenty-eight magistrates and about 
thirty superior officials who have held command or have been 
connected with the administration, probably have some idea of 
the peril of society ; but it is precisely for this reason that they 
seem to be behind the age and remain without influence. In the 
Third-Estate, out of five hundred and seventy-seven members, only 
ten have exercised any important functions, those of intendant, 
councillor of stale, receiver-general, lieutenant of police, director 
of the mint, and others of the same cat^ory. The great majority j 
is composed of unknown lawyers and people occupying inferior ! 
positions in the profession, notaries, royal attorneys, register- 
commissaries, judges and assessors of the prhidial, bailiffs and i 
lieutenants of the bailiwick, simple practitioners confined from 
their youth to the narrow circle of an inferior jurisdiction or to a 
routine of scribbling, with no escape but philosophical excursions 
in imaginary space under the guidance of Rousseau and RaynaU 
There are three hundred and seventy-tbree of this class, to whom 
may be added thirty-eight fanners and husbandmen, fifteen physi- 
cians, and, among the manufacturers, merchants, and capitalists, 
some fifty or sixty who are their equals in education and in 
political capacity. Scarcely one hundred and fifty proprietors are 
here from the middle class.' To these four hundred and fifty 

1 Se« tbe pnotol lilt oi de|ialiet. will) Ilia indicatiun of (beir haillait at HMdcAamtt, 
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deputies, whose corii'ilion, education, instruction, and menial 
range qualified ilttni fur being good clerks, prominent men in & 
commune, honournlilc fathers of a family, or, at Lest, [irovjncial 
academicians, a<kl two hundred and eiglu cures, their equals ; 
this makes six hundred and fifty out of eleven humlred and 
eighteen deputies, fornvng a positive majority, which, again, 
is augmented by about fifty philosophical nobles, leaving out the 
weak who follow the current, and the ambitious who range them- 
selves on the strong side. We may divine what a chamber thus 
made up can do, and those who are familiar with such matters 
prophesy what it wi!l do.' " There are some able men in the 
National Assembly,'' writes the .American minister, " yet the best 
heads among them would not be injured by enperience, and, 
unfortunately, there are great numbers who, with much imagina- 
tion, have little knowledge, judgtnent, or reflection." It would be 
just as sensible lo select eleven hundred notables from an inland 
province and intrust to tliem the repair of an old frig.ite. They 
woulil conscientiously break the vessel up, and the frigate they 
would construct in its place would founder before it left port 

If they would only consult the pilots and professional ship- 
builders ! There are several of such to be found around them, 
whom they cannot susi^ect, for most of them are foreigners, bom 
in free countries, impartial, sympathetic and, what is more, unani- 
mous. The Minister of the United States «Tites, two months 
before the convocation of the States General :* " I, a republican, 
and just, as it were, emerged from that Assembly which has 
fonned one of the most republican of republican constitutions, — I 
preach incessantly respect for the prince, attention to the rights of 
the nobility, and moderation, not only in the object, but also in 
the pursuit of it." JctTerson, a democrat and radical, expresses 
himself no difTeren'ly. At the lime of the oath of the Tennis 
Court, he redoubles his cLlorts to induce Lifayette and other 
patriots to make some arrangement with the Kjng to secure free- 
dom of the press, religious liberty, trial by jury, the habeas corpus, 
and a national legislature, — things which he could cerlainSy be made 
to adopt, — and then to retire into private life, and let these institu- 
tions act u|K)n the condiiiuu of the jjeople until they had rendered 

' Cmmmr.. Morr-., Ju'y .„. ■;»,. 

( n ,„,„ gio^,^ Fehiqary jj. itR^.— IjfayiUr, " JIMniiM," T. 49>. LctlBi <J 

^raaij 14, iSij.— Artbar VoiiDI, Job* •] and 39, ijSg. 
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it capable of funher progress, with the assurance that there would 
be no lack of opportunity for ihem to obtain slill more. "This 
was all," he continues, " that I thought your countrymen able to 
bear soberly and usefully." Arthur Young, who studies the moral 
life of France so conscientiously, and who is so severe in depicting 
old abuses, cannot comprehend the conduct of the Commons. 
" To set aside practice for theory ... in establishing the interests 
of a great kingdom, in securing freedom to 35,000,000 of people, 
seems to me the very acme of imprudence, the very quintessence 
of insanity." Undoubtedly, now that the Assembly is all-powerful, 
it is to be hoped that it will be reasonable : " I will not allow 
myself to believe for a moment that the representatives of the 
people can ever so far fo'gel their duty to the French nation, to 
humanity, and their own fame, as to suffer any inordinate and 
impracticable views — any visionary or theoretic systems — ... to 
turn aside their exertions from that security which is in their 
hands, to place on the chance and hazard o. public commotion 
and civil war the invaluable blessings which are certainly in their 
power. I will not conc<iive it possible that men who have eternal 
fame within their grasp toiU pfau the rich inheritance on the cast of 
a die, and, losing the venture, be damned among the worst and mi'st 
pr(^igate adventurers that ever disgraced humanity^' As their plan 
becomes more definite the remonstrances become more decided, 
and all the expert judges point out to them the importance of the 
wheels which ihey are wilfully breaking. " As they have' hitherto 
felt severely the authority exercised over them in the name of 
their princes, every limitation of that authority seems to them 
desirable. Never having felt the evils of too weak an executive, 
the disorders to be apprehended from anarchy make as yet no 
impression. . . . They want an American Constitution,* with tlie 
exception of a ECing inste.id of a President, without reflecting that 
they have not American citizens to support that Constitution. . . . 
If they have the good sense to give the nobles, as nobles, some 
portion of the national power, this free o)nstitution nill probably 
last. But otherwise it will degenerate either into a pure monarchy, 
or a vast repubhc, or a democracy. Will the latter last ? I doubt 
it. I am sure that it will not, unless the whole nation is changed." 
A litde later, when they renounce a parliamentary monarchy to 
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put in its place " a royal democracj-," it is at once explained to 
them thai such an institution applied to France can proiluce 
nothing but antirrhy, and finally end in despotism. "Nowhere' 
has liberty pro.ed to be stable wilhout a sacrifice of its excesses, 
without some barrier to its own omnipotence. . . . Under this 
iniserable government . , . , the people, soon weary of storms, and 
abandoned without legal protection to iheir sedvicers or to thar 
oppressors, will shatter the helm, or hand it over to some auda- 
cious hand that stancls ready to seize it." Events occur from 
month to month in fnllilment of these prediclions, and the predic- 
tions grow gluoniier and more gloomy. It is a flock of wild 
birds:* " It is very difficult to eiess whereabouts the flock will 
settle when it flies so wild, . , . This unhappy counlry, bewildered 
in the pursuit of metaphysical whims, presents to our moral view 
a mighty ruin. T!ie Asscmbtj-, at once master and slave, new in 
power, wild in theory, raw in practice, engrossing all fimciions 
without bein^ able to exercise any, has taken from that fierce, 
ferocious people ever}' restraint of religion and respect. . . . Such 
a state of things cannot last . . . The glorious opportunity is 
lost, and for this time, at least, the Jiefolutien has failed." 

Wc sec, from the replies of Washington, that he is of the same 
opinion. On the other si>le of the Channel, Pitt, (he ablest 
practician, anil Burke, the ablest theorist, of political liberty, 
express the same j'udgmenL Pitt, after 1789, declares that the 
French have overleaped feedoni. After 1790, Burke, in a work 
[which is a prophecy as well as a masterpiece, points to military 
dictation as the Icnnination of the Revolution, " the most com- 
pletely arbitrary- power that has ever appeared on earth." 
I Nothing is of any effect With the exception of the small 
ipowerless-j|roup around Malouet and Mounier, the warnings of 
:Morris, JcffWson, Ro-nilly, Dutnont, Mallet-Dupan, Arthur Young, 
:Fitt and Burke, all of Ihem men who have experience of free in- 
stitutions, are received with indifference or repelled with disdain. 
'Not only are our new politicians incapable, but they think them- 
selves the contrary, and their incompetence is aggravated by their 
infatuation. " I often used to say," writes Dumont,' " that if a 
hundred persons were stopped at haphazard in the streets of 

I ttatlet'Ihipaii, Mrnnrr, Srplmbn it, tltt). 



CUAP. I. THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. 121 

London, and a hundred in the streets of Paris, and a proposal 
were made to them to take charge of the Government, ninety-nine 
would accept it in Paris and ninety-nine would refuse it in* 
London. . . . The Frenchman thinks that all difficulties can be 
overcome by a little quickness of wit. Mirabeau accepted the 
post of reporter to the Committee on Mines without having the 
slightest tincture of knowledge on the subject." In short, most of 
them enter on politics " like the gentleman who, on being asked 
if he knew how to play on the harpsichord, replied, * 1 cannot 
tell, I never tried, but I will see.' " " Tlie Assembly had so high 
an opinion of itself, especially i/ie left sUe of it, that it would 
willingly have undertaken the framing of the Code of Laws for all 
nations. . . . Never had so many men been seen together, 
fancying that they were all legislators, and that they were there to 
correct all the errors of the past, to remedy all mistakes of the 
human mind, and ensure the happiness of all ages to come. 
Doubt had no place in their minds, and infallibility always pre- 
sided over their contradictory decrees." — This is because they 
have a theory, and because, accord-ng to their notion, this 
theory renders special knowledge unnecessary. Herein they are 
thoroughly sincere, and it is of set purpose that they reverse all 
ordinary modes of procedure. Up to this time a constitution 
used to be organized or repaired like a ship. Experiments were 
made from time to time, or a model was taken from vessels in the 
neighbourhood ; the first aim was to make the ship sail ; its 
construction was subordinated to its work ; it was fashioned in 
this or that way according to the materials on hand ; a beginning 
was made by examining these materials, and trying to estimate 
their rigidity, weight, and strength. — All this is behind the age ; 
the Assembly is too enlightened to follow in a rut. In conformity 
with the £ishion of the time it works by deduction, after the method 
of Rousseau, according to an abstract notion of right, of the State 
and of the social compact^ 
According to this process, by virtue of political geometry alone, 

^ S. K oinilly, " Memoirs," i. loa. " It was Ui«r constant coarse first, dieriUr U prtncipe^ 
and leat'e the drawincr op of what they had so resolved (or, as they called it, bi ridaciitm) 
for a subsequent operation. It is astonishing bow great an influence it had on their debates 
and measures." — Ibid. i. 354. Letter by Dnmont, 'une a, 1789. " iliey prefer their own ■ 
folly to all the results of British experience. They revolt at tho idea of borrowing anything 
from your government, which is scoffed at here k% one of the iniquities of humnn ren^on • 
although they admit that you have ttio or three good laws ; but that you kIiouIiI presume 
to have a Constitution is not to be snstait*ed.** 
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tin; ship is to be iilcal, and since it is iileal il is certain that it will 
sail, and mach belter than any empirical craft. They carry out their 
legislative hobbies according to this principle, anil it is easy to 
divine the nature of Ibdr discussions. Tliere are no convincing 
UxX%, no pointed .-arguments ; nobody would ever imagine that the 
S|>eakers were gathered together to conduct real business. Through 
speech after speech, strings of hollow abstractions are endlessly 
renewed as in a meeting of students in rhetoric for the purpose 

j of practice, or in a society of old bookworms fnr their own amuse- 

' ment On the question of the veto " each orator in turn, armed 
with his portfolio, reads a dissertation which has no bearing what- 
ever" on the preceding one, which makes "a sort of academical 

. session," a succession of pamphlets' fresh every morning for 
several days. On the question of the Rights of Man fifty-four 
orators are placed on the list. " I remember," says Dumont, " that 
long discussion, which lasted for weeks, as a period of mortal 
ennui, — vain disputes over words, a mclaphysical jumble, and 
most tedious babble ; the Assembly was turned into a SorbooDe 
lecture-room," and this while chateaux were burning, while town- 
halls were being sacked, and courts dated no longer hold assizei 
while the distribution of wheat was stopped, and white society was 
in course of dissolution. In the same manner the theologians of 
(he Lower Empire kept up their wrangles about the uncreated 
light of Mount Tabor while Mahomet II. was battering the walls of 
Constantinople with his cannon. — Ours, of course, are another 
sort of men, juvenile in feeling, sincere, enthusiastic, even 
generous, and further, more devoted, laborious, and in some cases 
endowed with rare talent. But neither zeal, nor labour, nor 
talent are of any use when not employed in the service of a sound 
idea \ and if in the service of a false one, the greater they are the 
more mischief they do. 

Towards the end of the year 17S9, there can be no doubt of* 
tliis ; and the parties now formed reveal the measure of their 
presumption, improvidence, incapacity, and obstinacy.. " This 
Assembly," writes the American ambassador, " may be divided 
into three parties : one, called the aristocrats, consists 6f the 
high clergy, the parliamentary judges, and such of the nobility as 

I think they ought to form a separate order." This is the party 
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which offers resibtance to fotlies and en-ors, but with follies and 
errors almost equally great. In the beginning " the prelates,* in- 
stead of conciliating the curds, kept them at a humiliating dis« 
tance, affecting distinctions, exacting respect," and, in their own 
chamber, " ranging themselves apart on separate benches/ The 
nobles, on the other hand, the more to alienate the commons, 
began by charging these with " revolt, treachery, and treason,** and 
by demanding the use of military force against them. Now that 
the victorious Third-Estate has again overcome them and over- 
whelms them with numbers, they become still more maladroit, 
and conduct the defence much less efficiently than the attack. 
** In the Assembly," says one of them, " they do not listen, but 
laugh and talk aloud ; " they take pains to embitter their adver- 
saries and the galleries by their impertinence. " They leave the 
chamber when the President puts the question and invite the 
deputies of their party to follow them, or cry out to them not to 
take part in the deliberation : through this desertion, the clubbists 
become the majority, and decree whatever they please." It is 
in this way that the appointment of ju iges and bishops is with-l 
drawn from the King and assigned to the people. Again, after 
the return from Varennes, when the Assembly finding out that 
the result of its labours is impracticable is disposed to render 
it less democratic, the whole of the right side will refuse to share 
in the debates, and, what is worse, will vote with the revolutionists 
to exclude members of the Constituent from the Legii^lative 
Assembly. Thus, not only does it abandon its own cause, but it 
commits self-destruction, and its .desertion ends in suicide. — A' 
second party remains, •* the middle party," ' which consists of well- 
intentioned people from every class, sincere partisans of a goodj 
government ; but, unfortunately, they have acquired their ideas of ^ 
government from books, and are admirable on paper. But as if 
happens that the men who live in the world are very different 
from imaginary men who dwell in the heads of philosophers, it is 
not to be wondered at if the systems taken out of books are fit 
for nothing but to be upset by another book. Intellects of this 
stamp are the natural prey of Utopians. Lacking the ballast of 
experience they are carried away by pure logic and serve to 

i Marmontel, xii. 26s.--Ferri#res, i. 48 ; ii. 50, 58, 126. — Dumont, 74. 
* G^ttvpm^nr Morrix, Jana.117 14, 1790. According: to Fcrri^res this party comprised 
about ibnt? hundred members. 
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J enlarge the flijck of tlicoiist*, — Tlie latter fomi the tliird patty, 
which is called the "cnrag^" (the wild men), and who, at the 

I expiration of six months, find themselves "the most numerous 

I of alL" " It is composed," siys Mom's, " of that class which in 
America is known by the name of pettifogging lawyers, together 
with a host of curates and many of those persons who in all 
revolutions throng to the standanl of change because they are 
not satisfied with their present situation. This last party is in 
close alliance with the populace, and derives from this ciccum- 
Stance very great authority." All powerful passions are on its 
aide, not merely the irritation of the people tormented by misery 

I and suspicion, not merely the ambition and self-esteem of the 
boui^ois, in revolt against the ancient regime, but also the 
inveterate bitterness and fixed ideas of so many suffering minds 
and so many factious intellects, Protestants, Janseiiists, economidts, 
.philosophers, men who, tike Fr^teau, Rabout Saini-Etienne, Volney, 
Sieybs, are hatching out a long arrear of resentments or hopes, 
and who only await the opportunity to impose their system with 
all the intolerance of dogmatism and of faith. To minds of this 
stamp Che past is a dead letter; example is no authority; realities 
are of no account ; they live in their own Utopia. Siey^ the 
most important of them all, judges that " the whole English con- 
stitution is charlatanism, designed for imposing on the people;"' he 
regards the English "as children in the matter of a constitution," 
and thinks that he is capable of giving France a much better one. 
Dumont, who sees the first committees at the bouses of Drissot 
and Ctaviferes, goes away with as much anxiety as "disgust" 
" It is impossible," he says, " to depict the confusion of ideas, 
the license of the imagination, the burlesque of popular notions. 
One would think that they saw before them the ivorld on the day 
after the creation." They seem to think, indeed, that human 
society does not exist, and that they are appointed to create it. 
Just as well might ambassadors " of hostile tribes, and of diverse 
interests, set themselves to arrange their common lot as if nothing 
had previously existed," There is no hesitation. They are 
satisfied that the thing can be easily done, and that, with two or 
three axioms of political philosophy, the first man that comes 
e himself master of it. Qvefweening conceit of this 

I pimoiit, j3. js, fo. 
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kind among men of experience would seem ridiculous ; in this 
assenibly of novices it is a power. A flock which has lost its 
way follows those who go in front ; they are the most irrational 
but tliey are the most confiJent, and in the Chamber as in the 
nation it is the breakneck-riders who become its leaders. 

III. 

Two advantages give this party the ascendancy, and these 
advantages are of such importance that henceforth whoever; 
possesses them is sure of being master. — In the first place the) 
prevailing theory is on the side of the revolutionists, and they ) 
alone are determined thoroughly to apply it. This party, there- i 
fore, is the only one which is consistent and popular in the face of 
adversaries who are unpopular and inconsequent. Nearly all of 
the latter, indeed, defenders of the ancient regime, or partisans of 
a limited monarchy, are likewise imbued with abstract principles 
and philosophical speculation. The most refractory nobles have 
advocated the rights of man in their memorials. Mounier, the 
principal opponent of the demagogues, was the leader of the 
commons when they proclaimed themselves to be the National 
Assembly.* That is enough : they have entered the narrow defile 
which leads to the abyss. They had no idea of it at the first 
start, but one step leads to another, and, willing or unwilling, they 
march on, or are pushed on. When the abyss comes In sight it 
is too late ; they have been driven there by the logical results of 
their own concessions ; they can do nothing but wax eloquent 
and indignant ; having abandoned their vantage-ground, they find 
no halting-place remaining. — There is an enormous power in gene- 
ral ideas, especially if they are simple, and appeal to the passions. 
None are simpler than these, since they are reducible to the axiom 
which assumes the rights of man, and subordinate to them every 
institution, old or new. None are better calculated to inflame 
the sentiments, since the doctrine enlists human pride in its ser- 
vice, and, in the name of justice, consecrates all the demands of 
independence and domination. Consider three-fourths of the 
deputies, immature and prejudiced, possessing no information but 
a few formulas of the current philosophy, with no threac} to guide 

1 De Laverfne, " Les Assemblies ProvtBcudcs/' 384. Deliberations of tbe States of 
Dauphiny, drawn up by llloanier and signed by two hnndml ^ntlemfn ( july, 178S). " The 
rifhu of num are derived from nature alone, and are indfpenUent of human conventions." 
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tliuiu l)Ul [Hire logic, .iliaxiloncil lu llic ili.-clanution of lawyers, 
t> llie wild utMnnccs of llie nci»\pip«ra, to lUe proraj'tingf of 
i>t.'ll-e3te«u, to (lie hunOrcil (hoaunl tongues which, on aJl siiles, 
ai the bu of the Asseml>!y, at the tribune, id tlie clubs, in die 
stieets,in their ctnn brcuis. repeat unanimjus^ytailKn), andeverjr 
flay, the same tl4ttef}': " Vou are sovcrei^ and ornni]M>tei)t. 
Right is vesled in you alone, llie King exUls onljr to execute 
}-Our wilL Ever)- order, ei-oy corporatioD. cveif power, every 
civil or ecclesu&iicat asaodaiion is illcgidmate and null die 
ntonxnt you dtxlArc it to be so. Yoa miy «\-en tranafornt 
religioii. You ace the latlters of the country. You have saved 
Fraitce. youwii regenerate huoianity. I'he whole wurld \ookji on 
you in admiratiaii \ fiaish )\m( gbrioas work — forward, alwav-s for- 
wanj." Su]»eriw ^^loX sense and rooted coorictions conU a]-»ne 
Stand fini) ag^in^ ihi^ A<mA q( sedwXaons and H>I>citations ; bat 
vacillating and orJiiunr' men are carried away by iL Ii) ti>e hir- 
mony oT <^]4ause which rises, tbey do not bev tbe aiA of tbe 
niins they produce Is any case, th^ sb^ Ata eats, aad ihrn 
the cries of the op;ireised ; they rebse to admit that their woik 
could pos^Uy biing idMMt evil resolts ; they accept the snphis»* 
and untraths which jnstiiy it; they allow tbe assassinated to be 
calumniated in order to excuse tbe aggtsgrw ; dicy bstoa to 
Uerlin de Douay, wbo, aAer three or four iaoqoeiies, when piihg 
ing, modKliariia. and mwdcraie Boing on in all the promccs, 
has just dedaiol in the name of ^e Cimmittee on Fendaliao ' 
that *' a taw must be presented to tlie people, the jnstice of wluck 
■aay eniorae sileme oo the feodaiory q^odats wbc^ for tbe post b« 
it»ond»s, so indecently pnMcst against s)>oharion -, dte wi&lo« oi 
which way reOore to a icnse of daiy tbe peasant wbo has beea 
lc>l astiay for a mowteot by hts resentBient of a iomg opf «<es:Ma.~ 
And when Ratwal, ibe snrrii-ii^ paniardb of tbe phlow^Aic pailr, 
one day, tor a wooJer. takes the pbua trnib wiifc iam into tbeir 
tribune, they iesesi his sDa^hiforwardness as an osH^e, anj 
c\c8se It M>)e^y on ttie gioiud of his nsbedSty. An oaa^xncst 
b^iahior caiUKK dejweciato himself; tie a katg be is oonileBOMd 
to s^ atl4Uiiaii sn in bis psbiic cajiadly. " T'beiv woe sot 
durn>- dcpoaa amor^ia ns." sart a wiaeo, ' wbo iho^^ Alcr- 
ati}y n^an Rayiul.' bsi "- ia eacji oibei^ presence ibe credk of 
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the RevO'Ution, the perspective of its blessings, wns an article of 
faith which had to be believed in;" and, against their own reason, 
against their conscience, the moderates, CdUglit in the net of their 
own acts, join the revolutionists to complete the Revolution. 

Had they refused, they would have been compelled; for, to 
obtain the power, the Assembly has. from the very first, eiiher 
tolerated or solicited the violence of the streets. But, in accept- 
ing insurrectionists for its allies, it makes them masters, and hence- 
forth, in Paris as in the provinces, illegal and brutal force becomes 
the princii>al power of the State. "The triumph was accom- 
plished through the people ; it was impossible to be severe wiih 
them ; " * hence, when insurrections were to be put down, the 
Assembly had neither the courage nor the force necessary. " They 
blame for the sake of decency ; they frame their deeds by exi)e- 
diency," and in turn justly undergo the pressure which they them- 
selves have sanctioned against others. Only three or four tim s 
do the majority, when the insurrection becomes too daring — after 
the murder of the baker Francois, the insurrection of the Swiss 
Guard at Nancy, and the outbreak of the Champ de Mars— feel 
that they themselves are menaced, vote for and apply martial 
law, and repel force wiih force. But, in general, when the des- 
potism of the people is exercised only against the royalist 
n.inority, they allow their adversaries to be oppressed, and do 
not consider themselves affected by the violence which assails the 
party of the " right : " they are enemies, and may be given up to 
the wild beasts. In accordance with this, the " left " has made 
its anangements ; its fanaticism has no scruples ; it is principle, it 
is absolute truth that is at stake ; this must triumph at any cost. 
Besides, can there be any hesitation in having recourse to the 
people in the people's own cause? A little compulsion will help 
along the good cause, and hence the siege of the Assembly is 
continually renewed. This was the practice already at Versailles 
before the 6th of October, while now, at Paris, it is kept up more 
actively and with less disguise. 

At the beginning of the year 1790,' the band under pay coni- 

^ Dnmont, 133. De Monblmier, i. 355, 361. 

* Kertrand de MoUeville, H. lat (according to a police report).— Schmidt, " Tableaux de 
U K^olntion," i. 215. (Report of the agi*9t Dutard, Mny 13, 1793 >— I^rrctcUc, " Dix 
Ans d'^preuves/' p. 35. ** It was about midniirht when we wont out in the rain, sleet, and 
snow, in the piercing cold, to the church of the I euili.ants, to acecuro places for t\\r ^'allerics 
o: the Assembly, which we were not to occapy till docmi 00 the following day. We were 
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rinses seven hundred and fifty effective men, most of them de- 
ierters or soUliers drummed out of their rctjiments, who are at 
first paid five francs ai:d then forty sous a &3.y. It is their business 
rto make or support motions in the coffee-houses and in thcEtieels, 
/to mix with the spectators at the sittings of the sections, u-ith the 
(groups at the Paliis- Royal, and especially in the galleiies of the 
I National Assembly, where they are to hoot or applaud at a given 
I signal. Their kacier is a Chevalier de Saint Louis, to whom they 
swear obedience, and wlio receives his orders from the Committee 
of Jacobins. Hi* first Ueiiteaanl aUtheJVssembly js.a-Ji-SftaJer'^ 
"a stout, small, stunted old fellow, formerly an upholsterer, then 
a charlatan hawker of fourpenny boxes of grease — made from the 
fiit of those that had been hung — for the cure of diseases of the 
kidneys, and all his life a sot ... . who, by means of a tolerably 
shrill voice, wiiich was always well moiateneil, has acquired some 
reputation in the galleries of the Ast^einbly." la iact, lie has 
forged admission tickets ; lie has been turned out; he has been 
obliged to resume "the box of ointment, and travel for one or two 
months in the provinces with a man of letters for his companion.'* 
But on his return, " through the protection of a groom of the Court, 
he obtained a piece of ground for a cofTee-house against the wall 
of the Tuileries garden, almost alongside of the National As- 
sembly," and now it is at home in his cofTee-shop behind his 
counter that the hirelings of the galleries " come to him to know 
what they must say, and to be told the order of the day in regard 
to applause." Besides this, he is there himself; "it is he who for 
three years is to regulate public sentiment in the galleries con- 
fided to his care, and, for his useftil and satisfactory services, the 
Constituent Assembly will award him a recompense," to which 
the Legislative Assembly will add " a pension of six hundred livres, 
besides a lodging in an apartment of the Feuillants." 

We can divine how men of this stamp, thus compensated, do 
their work. From the top of the galleries' they drown the de- 

nblieiil, mareavBT, la nntcDd foe them witli ■ rrovd ininatcd by piuioni, and cyiiii by 

part of IbefT^ILalei wu andn-pay, and thit the iceneaof cruelty wbich gave pain lo oa 
>l eipml the homlr I Ml oti hearing thoio women, imce roltrd 
in the already homicidat daclrinn of Robespierre, enjoyinfi hii 
1 of envy." (The fitu 

r. 6ji (^Mptemlier ij, 
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mands of the " right " by the force of their lungs ; this or that 
decree, as, for instance, the abolition of titles of nobility, is carried, 
** not by shouts, but by terrific howls." * On the arrival of the 
news of the sacking of the Hotel de Castries by the populace, they 
applaud. On the question coming up as to the decision whether 
the Catholic faith shall be dominant, "they shout out that the 
aristocrats must all be hung, and then things will go on well." 
Their outrages not only remain unpunished, but are encouraged : 
this or that noble who complains of their hooting is called to 
order, while their interference and vociferations, their insults and 
their menaces, are from this time introduced as one of the regular 
wheels of legislative operations. Their pressure is still worse 
outside the Chamber.' The Assembly is obliged several times to 
double its guard. On the ayih of September, 1790, there are 
40,000 men around the building to extort the dismissal of the 
Ministers, and '^ motions for assassination" are made under the 
windows. On the 4th of January, 1791, whilst on a call of 
the house the ecclesiastical deputies pass in turn to the tribune, 
to take or refuse the oath to the civil constitution of the clergy, 
a furious clamour ascends in the Tuileries, and even penetrates 
into the Chamber. " To the lantern with all those who refuse ! " 
On the 27th of September,. 17 90, M. Dupont, economist, having 
spoken against the assignats, is surrounded on leaving the 
Chamber and hooted at, hustled, pushed against the basin of the 
Tuileries, into which he was being thrown when the guard rescued 
him. On the 21st of June, 1790, M. de Cazal^s jast misses 
" being lorn to pieces by the people."' Deputies of the " right " 
are threatened over and over again by gestures in the streets and 
in the coffee-houses ; effigies of them with ropes about the neck 

* De Ferriftm, ii. 75. — Montteur, vi. 373, 374 (September 6, 1790). — M. do Viriea. 
"Those who insult certain members and hinder the froodom of debate by hooting or 
applause must be silenced. Is it the three hundred spectators who are to be our judges, 
or the nation?" M. Chasset, President: "Monsieur the Deputy voting, I cill you to 
order. You speak ot hindrances to a free vote ; there has never been anything of the kind 
in this Assembly." 

* Sauxay, i. 140. Letter of M. Lomprtf, liberal deputy, to M. S^guin, ckanoine (towards 
the and of November, 1789). *' The service becomes more difficult every day ; we have 
become objects of popular fury, and, when no other resource was left to us to avoid the 
tempest but to get rid of the endowments of the clergy, we yielded to force It had become 
a pressing necessity, and I should have been sorry to have had you stilt here, exposed to 
the outrages and violence with which 1 have been repeatedly threatened." 

' Mercure de France^ Xos. of January 1$, 1791 ; October a, 1790; May 14, 1791. Roux 
and Huchoz, v 343 (April 13, X790); vii. 76^Sqptember t, 1790); x. 225 (Juneai, 1791).— 
De Montloster, i. ^$-j.—A/onii€mr, rr, 4x7. 
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are publicly dispbyel. The AbW Maury is several times on the 
point of being ^ung : he saves himself once by presenting a 
pistol. Another time the Viconite dc Mirabeau is obliged to draw 
his sword. M, de Clerinont-Tonnerre, having voted against the 
annexation of the Comtal to France, is assailed wiih chairs and 
clubs in the Palais-Royal, pursued inlo a porter's room and from 
thence to his dwelling; ihe howling crowd break in i he doors, 
and are only repelled with great difficulty. It is impossible for 
the members of tlie "right" to assemble together; they are 
"stoned" in the church of the Capucins. then in the Salon 
Francis in the Rue Royale, and then, to crown the whole, an 
onliiiancc of the new judges shuts up their hall, and punishes 
them for the violence «hich they have to suffer.' In short, ihey 
are al the mercy of the mob. The most moderate, the most 
liberal, and the most manly both in heart and head, Malouel, 
declares that " in going to the .\ssenibly he rarely fnrgol to carry 
his pistols with him."* "For two years," he says, "afler the 
King's flight, we never enjoyed one moment of freedom and 
security." "On going into a slaughter-house," writes another 
deputy, "you see some animals at the entrance which still have a 
short time to live, until the hour comes to despatch them. Such 
was the impression which the assemblage of nobles, bishops, and 
parliamentarians' on the right side made on my mind every time 
I entered the Assembly, the executioners of the lelt side pennit- 
ting them to breathe a little longer." They are insulted and 
outrajed even upon their benches ; "' placed between peril within 
and peril without, between the hostility of the galleries "* and 
that of the howlers at the entrance, " between pers-nal insults and 
the abbey of Siint-Gcrmain, between shouts of laughter celebrating 
the burning of their chateaux and the clamours which, ihiity times 
in .1 quarter of an hour, cry down their <)pinions,'' they are given 
over and denounced "to the ten thou>and Cerberuses" of the 
journals and of the streets, who pursue them with their yells and 
"cover them with their slaver" Any exjied'ent is good enough 
for putting down their opposition, and, at the end of the session, 

> Archives of Ihc VaWcr, Fipuxd Ur Ihe CoiBQlilUC oT the iX%\na a! Saint-Kncb, 
JudHine I uf the Fglii-e Tribunal, Ua.y tj, i;«a. 

• MalonH, ii. 68.— Dc Mantlwifr, ii. ti7. *W (Speech of U. Line, St^tenlier i^ 

■ U.. nmsban of Ihe old li>ral ftirlrmtwh. 

• iferciur, October i, 179T. [Ailtcle by Uallel-Dipu.) 
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in full Assembly, they are threatened with " a recommendation to 
the departments,' which means the excitement of riots and of ihe 
pennsnent j:icqucrie of the provinces against them in their own 
huuses, — Parliamentary strategy of this sort, employed unin- 
terrupte<ily for twenty-nine months, finally produces its effect. 
Many of the weak are gained over ;' even on characters of firm 
temper fear has a hold ; he who would march under fire with 
head erect shuddered at the idea of being dragged in the gutter { 
by the rabble ; the bniiality of the populace always exercises a 
material ascendancy over finely stniDg nerves. On the 12th ot 
Jidv, 1791,' thecal of the house decreed against the absentees 
liToves that one hundred and thirty-two de^xiiies no longer 
ajipear in their places. Eleven da)'s before, among those who 
BtiU attend, iwo hundred and seventy ar.nounced that they would 
Uke no further part in the proceeiiings. Tlius, before the com-l 
])Ietion of the Conititution, the whole of the opposition, mocej 
than four hundred members, over one-third of the Assembly, is I ; 
reduced to flight or to silence. By dint of oppression, the revo- ' 
lutionary [lariy had got rid of all resistance, while the violence ' 
which gave to it ascendancy in the streets, now gives to it equal ■ 
ascendancy within the walls of Parliament, 

IV. 
Generally in an omnipotent assembly, when a party takes the 
lead and forms a majority, it furnishes the Ministry ; and this fact 
suffices to give, or to bring back to it, some giimj>se of common 
sense. For its leailers, with the Govemmeiit in their own hands, 
beccxne responsible for it, and when they propose or pass a law, 
they are obliged to anticipate its effect. Rarely will a Secretary 
of War or of the Navy adopt amilitary code which goes to establish 
permariiint disobe.lience in the army or in the navy. Rnrely will 
a Secretary of the Treasury jiropose an expendimre for which there 
is not a sufficient revenue, or a system of taxation that provides no 
returns. Placed wht-re fidl informaiton can be procured, daily 
advisedof everydetail.surrounfifed by skilful counsellors and expert 
clerks, the chiefs of the majority, lyho thus become heads of the 
sdm in is I ration, immediately drop theory for practice; and the fumes 

> M^looM, 11.66. "Thmc cnlf Kifia wen not inliBidaMd by ianlt* oc Ibicui, BOfby 
■ Koai uul BncbBc, i. 4JI1 4 
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of political speculation must be pretty dense in their minds if they 
exclude the muhijilied riys of light which experience constantly 
sheds upon them. I.et the stubbornest of theorists talie his stand 
at the helm of a ship, and, whatever be the obstinacy of his 
principles or hi.; prejudices, he will never, unless he is blind or 
led by the blin i, jicrsisl in steering always to ihe right or always 
to the left. Just so after the flight to Varennes, when the 
Assembly, in full possession of the executive power, directly con- 
trols the Ministry, it comes to recognise for itself that its constitu- 
tional machine will not work, except in ihe way of destruction ; 
and it is the principal revolutionists, Bamave, Diiport, the Laraeihs, 
Chapelier, and Thouret,' who undertake to make alterations in 
the mechanism so as to lessen its friction. This source of know- 
ledge and judgment, however, to which they are induced to resort 
for a moment, in spite of themselves and too late, has been closeil 
;Up by themselves from the very beginning. On the Clh of 
November, 1789, in deference to principle and in dread of cor- 
ruption, the Assembly had declared that none of its members 
should hold ministerial ofKce. We see it in consequence de- 
prived of all the instruction which comes from direct contact with 
affairs, surrendered without any counterpoise to the seductions of 
theory, reduced by its owd decision to a mere academy of legisla- 
tion. 

Nay, still worse, tlirough another effect of the same error, it 
condemns itself by its own act to constant fits of panic. For, 
having allowed the power which it was not witling to assume ta . 
slip into lukewarm or suspicious hands, it is always uneasy, and 
all its decrees bear an uniform stamp, not only of the wilful ignor- 
ance to which it shuts itself up, but also of the exn^erated or 
chimerical fears in which its life is passed. — Imagine a ship 
conveying a company of lawyers, literary men, and other passen- 
gers, who, supported by a mutinous and pooriy fed crew, take full 
command, but refuse to select one of their own number for a pilot 
or for the officer of the watch. The former captain continues to 
nominate them ; through very shame, and because he is a good stwt 
of man, his title is lelt to him, and he is retained for the transmis- 
sion of orders. If these orders are absurd, so much the worse for 
him ; if he resists them, a fresh mutiny forces him to yield ; and 

■ UnloBst, li. I5J 
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even when ihey cannot be executed, he has to answer Tot their 
\>fM,% carried out. In the meantime, in a room between decks, 
far away from the helm and the compass, our club of amateurs 
discuss the equilibrium of floating bodies, decree a new system 
of navigation, have the ballast thrown overboard, crowd on all 
sail, and are astonished to find that ihc ship heels over on its side. 
The officer of the watch and the pilot must, evidently, have 
managed the manoeuvre badly. They are accordingly dismissed 
and otliers put in their place, while the ship heels over farther 
yet and begins to leak in ever)' joint Enongh : it is the fault of 
the captain and the old staff of ofiicers. They are not welt-dis- 
posed ; for a beautiful system of navigation like this ought to work 
well; and if it fails to do so, it is because some one intei feres with 
it It is positively certain that same of those people belonging 
to the former regime must be traitors, who would rather have the 
ship go down than submit ; they are public enemies and monsters. 
They must be seized, disarmed, put under surveillance, and 
punished. — Such is the reasoning of the Assembly, Evidently, to 
reassure it, a message from the Minister of the Interior chosen 
by the Assembly, to the lieutenant of police whom he had 
appointed, to come to his hotel every morning, would be all that 
was necessary. But it is deprived of this simple resource by its 
own act, and has no other expedient than to appoint a committee 
of investigation to discover crimes of " treason against the nation.'" 
What could be more vague than sucli a term ? What could be 
more mischievous than such an institution? Renewed every 
month, deprived of special agents, composed of credulous and 
inexperienced deputies, this committee, set to perform the work 
of a Lenoir or a Fouch^, makes up for its Incapacity by violence, 
and its proceedings anticipate those of the Jacobin inquisition.* 
Alarmist and suspicious, it encourages accusations, and, for lack 
of plots to discover, it invents them. Inclinations, in its eyes, ' 
stand for actions, and floating projects become accomplished 
outrages. On the denunciation of a domestic who has listened at 
a door, on the gossip of a washerwoman who has found a scrap or 

< r>«ici of July t\ci and (Bth, 17B9.— " Archins Natlonilei." Pkpsn of the Com- 
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paper in a dressing-gown, on the false inlcrpretation of a leller, 
on vague indiaitions which it cimplties and patches together by 
the strength of its imajjhiation, it fcif;gc3 a ojiip ifital, i::akes 
examinations, domiciliary visits, nocturnal surprises and arrests ; ' 
it exaggerates, blackens, and comes in pulilic session to denounce 
tbe whole afTair lo the National Assembly. First comts the plot 
of the Breton nol^les to deliver Brest to the English ;' then the plot 
for hiring brigands to destroy the crops ; then the plot of the 
I4lh of ju'y lo burn Paris ; then the jilot of Favras lo murder 
Lafayette, Neckcr, and Bailly; then the plot of Augeard to carry 
off the King — with others from week to week, not counting those 
which swarm in the brains of the joumalisis, and nhich Desmoti- 
lins, Frfiron, and Marat reveal with a flourish of tranijiets in each 
ot their publications. "All these alarms arc cried daily in the 
slret'ts like cabbages and turnips, the good people of Paris inhaling 
them along with the pestilential vapours of our mud,"* 

Now, in this aspect, as well as in a good many others, the 
Assembly is the people; satisfied that it is in danger,* it makes 
laws as the former muke their insurrections, and protects itself by 
strokes of l^'slation as the fonncr protects itself by blows with 
pikes. Failing to take hold of the motor spring by which it 
might direct the machine, it distrusts alt the old and all the new 

< The Binn of U. de Rinlhs, M. da Rnuy, »<-.. of Maduw dc Juninuic, el two ollw 
1;idiM. OH St Bir-le-Duc mi Ihr oth« it Nine;, lie. 

• Silting of JdIt >S, 17S9, tbe ipKcba of Diqwrt «nd Rcwbell, ftc.~Jrrmn, No. of 
Janaaiy i, 1701 (article hy Ual1ct.Dd)Hii|.— Roui and Pxchei, >. m,. " I dioM in or 
lii iDrcmin: nvplruio— tbit of tbe ucki of Boor, that of the ucki of moner, he." 
(Article \-y CamiHo r>e.nuglin.,) 

■ "Anhivadr li Prjfeclimde Poli«." Kitracl fKia iheieRiMenof IhcdcKbvaliDH 
nft1ieCcmHil-G«n<iaro'tbediniicIofS«nt.Koch,Ocl<.Ner w, i7»9: Atrlli.- M reqnot 
IKai mn dlr In Cnmmunr Ui defoU tbeiBwlvH, iritb aU Ibe pmdcDCF, aclivilT, and fnm 
of which lhi7 arc capable, (o tbe diecoTcrj, eipoiim, and psblicalinn of tbe boRiNi' plait 
and infernal liracherr shidi are coiutanttr meditated agiinn tba inhahituli of Iha 
capit,!] j to dennnnce In the public the authon, abettnn. and adhemti of the laid plots, 
wbateier iheii tank nay be- 1 toiecnie their pmom and iniore thdr puniihim nt with all 
Ihr riroor which oqCraccBof Ifait ktnd call for." Tbe conmandant of the bilLation and tha 
lUnrictcaptaini come daily (o cunmUwilh the committee. "While the alarm laila, ibs 
f nt aloiy of each boiue i( lo be lighted wilb tampe ddriajt: tbe aichi - all ciEiafni of tbg 

•hodd be on dsty. ... At) citiaeu ate innted to eommnaicaU whatever thpy nuj leani 
ord.BCUvcr in nUCioii to tbe abominable plota which aie sectetly jcoinRon in [he capital.*' 

• Letter of M. de Clnillennj, July 31, 1750 (" Actei da ApMrta," v. 561. '• Dnrii^ 
IbOH two nlnhta {Jnly I]th and 14th, 17B4] Ifaat we temained in Riiian 1 heanl one iepatj 
fry to eel it bcliered that an artillery rorpi had been otdercd to point its gnnt ac^iTibl oor 

fir ai to declare that he :mell jHinder, upon which U. lo Comtcdc Virien replied Ilut 
— Irr had 00 odour unlil ,K w« turat." 
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wheels. The old ones seem to it an obstacle, anri, instead of 
utilising them, it breaks them one by one — parli.iinents, pro- 
vincial states, religious orders, the church, the nobles, and royalty. 
The new ones are suspicious, and instead of harmonizing them, it 1 
puts them out of gear in advance — the executive power, adminiv ^ 
trative powers, judicial powers, the poh'ce. the ^eHihrmerit, and the 
army.' Thanks to these precautions it is imjjossible for any of 
them to be turned against itself j but, also, thanks to these pre- 
cautions, none of them can perform their functions. 

In building, as well as in destroying, the Assembly had two| 
bad counsellors, on the one hand fear, on the other hand theor)';f 
and on the ruins of the oM machine which it has demolished with-j 
out discernment, the new machine, which it has consiniaed witU 
out forecast, will work only to its own ruin. | 

IDoaws^Ul. "E*chrnBitiUitioMHawinM«pMtTiiiiimpL" 




CHAPTER II. 

Deslnicti')n. — I. Two principal vices of the nncienl ifgime.— Two principal 
reroriBS piopoMii hy llic King aod Ihe privilcEed classes.— They safticc lor 
actiul needs. — InipraclicabU if carried fuillier. — II. Nature of bocicuci, and 
Ihe principle uf m.luring conblilutkniB.— 111. The clasHa wliich rorni ■ Stale. 

— Polilkal aptiiUile or Ihe ariiloct^cy lU disposiiJon in tjSg.— Special 

(ervkes which it miglit have rerdereH. — The principle of the Assembly as to 
original equality. -Rejection of an Uppur Chainbei. — Tbe fcuJal riEhlsorihe 
atistocracy. — Hon- lar and why I hey were worthy of respect. — How ihrj' should 
have been Irnnifoimrd.^l'iiDciple of Ihe AiMubly lii to o'lginal liberty. — 
Uislinclton establiihi d by it in feudal duei i application of its priitdple. — Tba 
laniHK of its law, — Difhcullie* of ledempIiim.—A' tual alxilition of all feudal 
liens. — Abolition of li les and terriorial nsmes. — Growing prejudice against 
tbe aristocracy. — Its ptrtsecuiions.— Tbe (.migration.- -IV. Thecorporalians ot 
a State. — Abase and luhcwannness in 1789 in the ecclcsiasticnl iKidies.— How 
the State u*ed its right of oveneeing and rero'ming thein. — Social usefulnew 
of corpoialioiu.^Tlie sound part in the monastic institution. — Zeal and 
services of nuns.^How ecclesiastical possessions should be employed. — 
Principle of the Assembly as to private commiinitiea and mortmain. — Dis- 
etlablilbmeDt and disendowment of all corpomtion 9.— Uncompensated snp- 
pTcssion of tithes. — ConfiEcation of ecdeciastical possessions. — Effect on tbe 
Treasury and on disendowed seivices. — The civil constitution of the clergy.— 
Rights of tbe Church in relation to the State. — Certainty and cfTects of a 

conflict.— Pi iests considered as State-functionaries Principal stipulations <^ 

the law. — Obligations of Ihe oaib. — The majority of priests rcAi^-e to take it. 
— The majuiity of tK-Uevers on their ude. — Penecuiion of believers and of 

I. 
In the stnictuTC of the old society there were two fundamental 
vices which calkd for two reforms of corresixiniling importance.' 
In the first place, those who were privileged having ceased to 
render the services for which the advantages they enjoyeii constt 
tuted their compensation, their privileges were no longer any- 

■ C(. " Tte Ancient RifiDs," boolu i. asd v. 
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thing but a gratuitous charge imposed on one portion of the 
nation for the benefit of the other, and hence the necessity for 
suppressing them. In the second place, the Government, being 
absolute, made use of public resources as if they were its own pri< 
vate property, arbitrarily and wasiefully; it was therefore necessary 
to impose upon it some efficacious and regular restraints. To 
' render all citizens equal before taxation, to put the purse of the 
' tax-payers into the hands of their representatives, such was the 
twofold operation to be carried out in 1 789 ; and the privileged \ 
class as well as tlie King willingly lent themselves to it Not 
only, in this respect, were the memorials of nobles and clergy in 
perfect harmony, but the monarch hiirself, in his declaration of 
the 23rd of June, 1789, decreed the two articles. Henceforth, 
every tax or loan was to obtain the consent of the States-General ; 
this consent was to be renewed at each new meeting of the States ; 
the public estimates were to be annually published, discussed, 
specified, apportioned, voted on and verified by the States ; there 
were to be no arbitrary assessments or use of public funds ; allow- 
ances were to be specially assigned for all separate services, the 
household of the King included. In each province or district- 
general, there was to be an elected Provincial Assembly, one-half 
composed of ecclesiastics and nobles, and the other half of mem- 
bers of the Third-Estate, to apportion general taxes, to manage 
local affairs, to decree and direct public works, to administer 
hospitals, prisons, workhouses, and to continue its function, in 
the interval of the sessions, through an intermediary commission 
chosen by itself; so that, besides the principal control of the 
centre, there were to be thirty suboriiinate controlling powers at 
the extremities. There was to be no more exemption or distinc- 
tion in the matter of taxation ; the road-tax {corvke) was to be 
abolished, also the right oi franc-fief ^ imposed on plebeians, the 
rights of mortmain,' subject to indemnity, and internal customs- 
duties. There was to be a reduction of the captainries, a modifica- 
tion of the salt-tax and of the excise, the transformation of civil 
justice, too costly for the poor, and of criminal justice, too severe 
for the humbler classes. Here we have, besides the principal 
reform, equalization of taxes, the beginning and inducement of the 
more complete operation which is to strike off the last of the 

' A special tax paid by a plebeian on acquirini; real estate. 
* A tax imposed on tie inberitance of property. 
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feudal manacles. Moreover, six weeks laler, on the 4tli of 
August, the priviiegeil. in an outburst of generosily, come forward 
iof their own accord to cut off or undo the wh jIc of them. This 
Idouble re.brm thus encountered no obsUcles, and, as Arthur 
|Young reported to his friends, it merely required one vole to have 
iit adopted.' 

This was enough; for all real necessities were now satisfied. 
On the one hand, through the abolition of privileges in the matter 
of taxation, the burden on the peasant and, in general, on the 
snmll lax-jMj'er was diininislietl one-half, and perhjps tivo-lhirtls : 
instead of paying fifty-three francs on one hundred francs of net 
income, he paid no more than twenty-five or even sixteen ;' an 
enormous relief, and one which, with the proposed revisal of the 
excise and salt duties, made a complete change in his condition. 
Add 10 this the gra.lujl redemption of ecclesiastical and feudal 
dues, and at the end of twenty years tlie [>eaban[, already pro- 
prietor ol a lifth of the soil, was in the way of attaining, without 
the violent procedure ol the Revolution, a degree of independence 
and well being which he has only achieved by passing through 
iL On the other hand, through the annual vote on the taxes, not 
only were waste and arbitrariness in the employment of the public 
funds put a stop to, but also the foundations of tlie parliamentary 
system ot government were laid : whoever holds the purse-strings 
is, or becomes, master of the rest ; henceforth in the maintenance 
or establishment of any service, the assent of the States was to be 
neces.sary. Now, in the three Chambers which the three orders 
were thenceforward to form, there were two in which the plebeians 
predominated. Public opinion, moreover, was on their side, while 
the King, the true constitutional monarch, far from possessing the 
imperious inflexibility of a despot, did not now possess the initia* 
live of an urdinaty person. Thus the preponderance fell to the 
i, and they could legally, without any collision, execute. 
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niiiliit>1y, and complete, with the aid of the prince and through 
Mm, ail uselul refonns.' Tliis was enough; for human society, 
like a living boJy, is seized with convulsions when it is subjected 
lu operations on too great a scale, and these, although restricted, 
uere probably all that France in 1789 could endure. Toequitably 
reorganize afresh the whole system of direct and indirect taxation ; 
to revise, recast, and transfer to the frontiers the customs -tariffs ; to 
suppress, through negotiations and with indemnity, feudal and 
ecclesiastical claims, was an operation of the greatest magnitude, 
and as complex as it was delicate. Things coulil be satisfactorily 
arranged only through minute inquiries, veri&i.'d calcuUtions, pro- 
longed cssa>s, and mutual concessions. In England, in our day, a 
quarter of a century has been required to bring about a lessef 
reform, the traasforraadou of tithes and manorial- rigiits ; and 
time likewise was necessary for our Assemblies to perfect their 
political education,* to get rid of their theories, to learn, by contact 
with practical business, and in the study of details, the distance 
which separates speculation from practice ; to discover that a new 
system 01 institutions works well only through a new system of 
habits, and tliat to decree a new system of habits is tantamount to 
attempting to buUd an old house. Such, however, is the work tliejr 
undertake. They reject the King's proposals — the limited reforms, 
(he gradual transformations. According to them, it is their right 
and their duty to re-make society from top to bottom. Such is 
the command of pu(e reason, which has discovered the Rights of 
Man and the conditions o>' the Social ContracL 

II. 
Apply the Social Contract, if you like, but apply it only to those 
for whom it was drawn up. lliese consist of human abstractions, 
men of no age and of no country, pure entities hatched under 
the divining rod of metaphysics. In reality they are formed by 
eliminating the differences which distinguish one man from an- 
other,* — a Frenchman from a Papuan, a modem Englisliman from 

> I>uiDaol, 167. (Tb<^ iranla a[ Uinbean tbna Boalht before bii d«lh.) "Ah, ar 
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a Briton in the time of Gesar, — and by retaining only the part which 
is commoQ to all. The essence thus obtained is a prodigiously 
- meagre one, an infinitely curtailed extract of human nature, that 
V b, in the phraseology of the day, "a being with a desire to 

I' be happy and the faculty of reasoning," no more and no less. 

; Millions of individuals, all precisely alike, are fashioned according 

\ to this pattern, while, through a second simpli&caiion, as extra- 

|; ordinary as the first one, they are all supposed to be free and all 

I equal, without a past, without kindredf without responsibility, 

{. without traditions, without customs, like so many mathematical 

'! units, all separable and all equivalent, and then it is imagined 

<| that, assembled together for the first time, these proceed to make 

I their primitive bargain. From the nature they are supposed to 

I possess and the situation in which they are placed, no difficulty 

;. is found in deducing their interests, their willi, and the contract 

i! between them. But if this contract suits them, it does not follow 

that it suits others. On the contrary, it follows that it does not 
I suit others ; the inconvenience becomes extreme on its being 

j> imposed on a living society ; the measure of that inconvenience 

:' will be the immensity of the distance which divides a hollow 

; abstraction, a philosophical phantom, an empty unsubstantial image 

from the real and complete man. 

In any event an entity, man so reduced and mutilated as to be 

j only the minimum of man, is not now the subject in hand ; but, 

on the contrary, Frenchmen <^ the year 1789. It is for them 

' alone that the constitution is being made : it is therefore they 

alone who should be considered ; they are manifestly men of a 

particular species, having their peculiar temperament, their special 

I aptitudes, their own inclinations, their religion, their history, a 

\\ complete mental and moral organization, hereditary and deeply 

^ rooted, bequeathed to them by the primitive race, and to which 

: ' eveiy great event, each political or literary era for twenty centuries, 

has brought an accretion, a metamorphosis or convolution. It 

J is like some tree of a unique species whose trunk, thickened by 

J- Bgc. preserves in its annual rings and in its knots, branchings, and 

curvatures, the deposits which its sap has made and the imprint 

of the innumerable seasons through which it has passed. Phito- 

■ophic definitions, so vague and trite, applied to such an organism 

are meaningless labels which teach us nothing. And all the 

. more because extreme diversities and inequalities show ihemseUes 
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on this exceedingly elaborate and complicated bacVground — 
those of age, education, faith, class and fortune \ and these must 
be taken into account, for these contribute to the formation of 
interests, passions, and dispositions. To take only the most 
imporUnt of these, it is clear tliat, according to the average of 
humun life,' one-half of the population is composed of children, 
and, besides this, one-half of the adults are women. In every 
twenty inhabitants eighteen are Catholic, of whom sixteen are ; 
believers, at least through habit and tradition. Twenty-five out 
of twenty-six millions of Frenchmen cannot read, one million 
at the most being able to do so ; and in political matters only ; 
iive or six hundred are competent. As to the condition of each 
class, its ideas, its sentiments, its kind and degree of culture, we 
should have to devote a large volume to a mere sketch of them. 

There is still another feature and the most important of alL 
These men who are so different from each other are far from 
being independent, or from contracting together for the first time. 
They and their ancestors for eight hundred years form a national 
body, and it is because they belong to this body that they live, 
multiply, labour, make acquisitions, become enlightened and 
civilised, and accumulate the vast heritage of comforts and intel- 
ligence which they now enjoy. Each in this community is like 
the cell of an organized body : undoubtedly the body is only an 
accumulation of cells, but the ceil is bom, subsists, develops 
and attains its individual ends only by the healthy condition of 
the whole body. Its chief interest, accordingly, is the prosperity 
of the whole organism, and the fundamental requirement of all 
the tittle fragmentary lives, whether they know it or not, is the 
conservation of the great total life in which they are comprised 
as musical notes in a concert. Not only is this a necessity for 
them, but it is also a duty. Each individual that comes into the 
world is indebted to the State, and this debt keeps on increasing 
up to maturity, for it is with the co-operation of the State, under 
the guardianship of its laws, and protected by the public power, 
that his ancestors, and after them his parents, have transmitted 
to him life, property, and education. His faculties, his ideas, his 
sentiments, his whole moral and physical being, are products to 
which the communis has nearly or remotely contributed, at least 

< Accmdinc to Voluire ("L'HomBa au Qiunuta tciu"), tha aTenca duntloo of 
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as tutor an,! gmrrtinn. By virtue of this the Slate is his crCilifir, 
just as a destitute father is of his ahlt-liodied son ; it is entitled 
i to food, Xa services, ami, ia all the powers or resources at hia 

disposal it justl> lays claim to a certain portion, lliis he luiitw:. 
\ and feels ; [he idea of country is deeply implanted within him. 

i| [and when occasion calls for it, it will show itself in aril.nt 

! emotions, prolonged sacrifices, and heroic actions. — Such ate 
%'eritable Frenchmen, and we at once see how difl'ercni they are 
[from the uimple, indistinguishable, detached monads wliith tiic 
philosophers insist on substituting for them, llieir association 
^ need not be created, for it already exists ; for eig'it centuries ihey 

ji ' have had a " common weal " {la chose publique). The siuety an 1 

!,[ prosperity of this common weal is at once their interest. llieir 

I'l need, their duty, and even iheir most secret wish. If it is prtji- 

sible to speak here of a contract, their quasi-ccm tract is made ami 
y ietiled for them beforehand. The first article, at all evellt^, is 

stipulated for, and this overrides all the others. The Statu is not 
\\ to be dbintegrated. Public powers must, accordingly, exist, and 

'^- these must be respected. If there are a number of these, they 

% must be so defined and so balanced as to be of mutual assistance, 

instead of neutralising each other by their opposition. Wliatever 
government is adopted, it must place matters in the hands best 
i' qualified toconduct them. The law must not exist for the advan- 

tage of the minority, nor for that of the majority, but for the enliK 
' community.— In regard to this first article no one must derogate 

^ from it — neither the minority nor the majority, neither tlie Assembly 

elected by the nation, nor the nation itself, even if unanimous. It 
has no right arbitrarily to dispose of the common weal, to piit it 
j< in peril according to its caprice, to subordinate it to the applica- 

I' tion of a theory or to the interests of a single clas.^, even if this 

i; class is the most numerous. For, that which is the common weal 

|{ docs not belong to it, but to the whole com'imnity, past, present, 

and to come. Each generation is simply the temporary manager 
and responsible trustee of a precious and glorious jtatrimony which 
it has received from the former generation, and which it has to 
transmit to the one that comes after it. In this perpetual endow- 
ment, to which all Frenchmen from the first days of France have 
brought their offerings, there is no doubt about the intentions of 
countless benefactors ; tliey have made their gifts co:idi tion ally, 
that is, on the condition that the endowment should remain in- 
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tact, and that each successive beneficiary shoultl merely sen'e as 
the administralor of it. Should any or the beneficiaries, through 
presumption or levity, through rashness or one siiledness, compro- 
mise the charge intrusted to them, they wrong all their predecesiore 
whose Sacrifices they invalidate, and all their successors whose 
hopes they frustrate. Accordingly, before undertaking to frame a 
constitution, let the whole community be considered in its entirety, 
not merely in the present but in the future, as far as the eye can * 
reach. Tlie interest of the public, viewed in this far-sighted 
manner, is the end lo ivhich all the rest must be sulmrdinate, 
and for which a constitution provides. A constitution, whether 
oligarchical, monarchical, or aristocratic, is sim|ily an instrument, 
good if it attains this end, and bad if it does not attain it, and 
which, to attain it, must, like every species of mechanism, vary 
according to the ground, materials, anil circumstances. Thel 
most ingenious is illegitimate if it dis<K>l es tlic S ate, while the\ 
clumsiest is legitimate if it keeps the State ^iita< t. There is none 
that springs out of an anterior, universal, an-l absolute right. 
According to the people, the epoch, and th.; degree of civilisation, 
accordiiig to the outer or inner condition of things, all civil or 
political equality or inequality may, in turn, be or cease to be 
beneficial or hurtful, and thiirefore justify the legislator in re- 
moving or preserving it It is accenting to this superior and 
salutary law, and not according to an imaginary and impossible 
contract, that he is to organize, limit, and distribute Irom the 
centre lo the extremities, through inheritance or through election, 
through equalisation or through privilege, the rights of the citizen 
and the powers of the community. 

III. 
Was it essential as a preliminary thing to clear the ground, and 
was it a<lvisable to abolish or only to reform the various orders 
and corporations? — Two prominent orders, the clergy and the 
nobles, enlarged by the ennobled plebeians who had grown 
wealthy and aaiuired titled estates, formed a privileged aristocracy 
fide by side with the G '>vernment, whose favours it monopolized 
on the condition of seeking them assiduously and with due 
acknowledgment, privilegeil on its own domains, a d taking 
advantage there of all rights belonging to the feudal chieftain 
without performing his duties. This abuse was eviilently an 
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enormous one and had to be ended. But, it did not follow 
that, because Ihe position of tlie privileged class on their domains 
and in connection witl) the Government was open to abuse, they 
; should be deprived of protection for person and property on (heir 
; domains, and of influence and occupation under the Government. 
A favoured aristocracy, when it is nnoccni)ied and renders none 
of the services which its rank admits of, when it monopolizes all 
honours, offices, promotions, preferences, and pensions,' to the 
detriment of others not less needy and deserving, is undoubtedly 
a serious evil. But when an aristocracy is subject to the common 
law, when it is occupied, especially when its occupation is in 
conformity with its aptitudes, and more particularly when it is 
available for the formation of an upper elective chamber or aa 
hereditary peerage, it is of vast service. — In any case it cannot be 
tneversibly supitresseil ; for, although it may be abolishe j by law, 
it is reconstiluted by facts. The legislator must necessarily choose 
between two systems, that which lets it lie fallow, or that which 
enables it to be productive, that which drives it away from, or that 
which rallies it round, the public service. In every society which 
has lived for any length of time, a nucleus of families always exists 
whose fortunes and importance are of ancient date. Even when, 
as in France in 17S9, this class seems to be exclusive, each half 
century introduces into it new families such as members of the 
parliaments, intmdants, capitalists who have risen to the top of 
the social ladder through the wealth they have acquired or through 
the im|>ortant offices they have filled ; and here, in the medium thus 
constituted, the statesman and wise counsellor of the people, the 
independent and able politician is most naturally developed. — On 
the one hand, thanks to his fortune and his rank, a mai^ of this 
class is above all vulgar ambitions and temptadons. He is able 
to give his services gratuitously ; he is not obliged to concern 
himself about money or about providing for his family and making 
his way in the world. A political mission is no interruption to 
his career; he is not obliged, like the engineer, merchant, or 
physician, to sacrifice either his business, his advancement, or his 
clients. He can resign his post without injury to himself or to 
those dependent on him, follow bis own convictions, resist the 

» Utrrurt, Jul)- 6, ijoo. Arcaidinc to dm report ot C 
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noisy deleterious opinions of the day, and be the loyal servant, 
not the low flatterer of the public. Whilst, consequently, in the 
inferior or average conditions of life, the mainspring is self-in- 
terest, with him the grand motive is pride. Now, amongst the 
deeper feelings of man there is none which is more adapted for 
transformation into probity, [patriotism and conscientiousness; for, 
the first requisite of the high-spirited man is self-respect, and to 
obtain that he is induced to deserve it. Compare, from this 
point of view, the gentry and nobility of England with the " poli- 
ticians "of the United States. — On the other hand, with equal 
' talents, a man who belongs to this sphere of life enjoys opportu- 
nities for acquiring a beter comprehension of public affairs than 
a poor man of the lower classes. The information he requires is 
not ihe erudition obtained in libraries and in private study. He 
must be familiar with living men, and, besides these, with agglo- 
merations of men, and even more with human organizations, with 
States, with Governments, with parties, with administrative systems, 
at home and abroad, in full operation and on the spot. There is 
but one way to reach this end, and that is to see for himself, with 
his own eyes, at once in general outline and in detail, by inter- 
course with the heads of departments, with eminent men and 
specialists, in whom are gathered up the information and the' 
ideas of a whole class. Now the young do not frequent society 
of this description, either at home or abroad, except on the 
condition of possessing a name, family, fortune, elucation and a 
knowledge of social observances. All this is necessary to enable 
a young man of twenty to find doors everywhere Ojxin to him, 
to be received everywhere on an equal footing, to be able to 
speak and to write three or four living languages, to make long, 
expensive, and instructive sojourns in foreign lands, to select and 
vary his position in the different branches of the public service, 
without pay or nearly so, and with no object in view but that of 
his political culture. Thus brought up a man, even of common 
capacity, is worthy of being consulted. If he is of superior 
ability, and there is employment for him, he may become a 
statesman before thirty ; he may acquire ripe capacities, become 
Prime Minister, the sole pilot, alone able, like Pitt, Canning, or 
Peel, to steer the ship of State between the reefs, or give in the 
nick of time the touch to the helm which will save the ship. 
Such is the service to which an upper class is adapted. There is 

L 
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no other but this special stock-ttreeding syslem which can futni 

a regular supply of racers, and, now and then, the favoun 

winner ihat distances all his competitors in the European field. 

j — But in order that they may prepare themselves for this career H 

I take to it naturally, the way must be clear, and a man must not I 

j conipeiled to travel too repulsive a road. If rank, inherited forttW 

|>ersonal dignity, and refined manners are sources of disfavour wi 

, the people ; if, to obtain their suffrages, he is forced lo treat 

|tJ^ j equals electoral brokers of low character; if impudent «har! 

"A \ j tanism, vulgar declamation, and servile flattery are the sole mea 

V \ ^ ^^ which votes can be secured, then, as nowadays in the Unit 

"^ ,;^1 Sutfs, and formerly in Athens, the aristocratic body will red 

'yL 'i'^"' into private life and soon settle down into a state of idleness. 

^J.^^ 1 'l,y*Tnan of cuhure and refinement, born with an income of a hundr 

: >'^' \ thousand a year, is not tempted to become either manufactun 

t V'\ fi^i^wyer, or jihysician. For want of other occupation he loit« 

^ytr" about, entertains his friends, chats, indulges in the tastes a] 
hobbies of an amateur, amuses himself or dies with ennui, ai 
^ j\ accordingly is one of the great forces of the Sate lost to the Sta 
! I'lfl M ; III this way the best and largest acquirements of the |iast, t 
. I heaviest accumulations of material and of moral capital, remain t 

prodiiciive. In a pure democracy the upper branches of the soc 
tree, not only the old ones but the young ones, remain steri 
. jWhen a vigorous branch passes above the rest and reaches the t 
/ !it ceases to bear fruit. The flite part of the nation is thus ex. 
;. j -tlemned to constant and irremediable failures because it cann 

I 'find a suitable outlet for its activity. It wants no other outi 
;l j (or in all other directions its rivals, who are bom below it, c 

j ; serve as usefully and as well as itself. But this one it must ha^ 
|: 'for on this side its aptitudes are superior, natural, unique, and t 

iSiate which refuses to give it air resembles the gardener who 
I his fondness for a plane surface would repress his best shoo 
H nee, in the constructions which aim to utilise the permant 
Ibrces of society and yet maintain civil equality, the aristocrat 
' brought to take a part in public affairs by the duration & 
I gratuitous character of ita mission, by the institution of an hei 
iditary character, by the application of various machinery, all 
i whidi is combined so as to develop the ambition, the cultu 
{and the political capacity of the upper class, and to place pow 
' -" Ihe control of power, in its hands, on the condition that 
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shows itself worthy of exercising it — Now, in 1789, tlie upper' ' 
class was not unworthy of it. Menibeni of the parliaments, the,; 
noblemen, bishops, capitah'sts, were the men amongst whom, and ; 
through whom, the |)hik)sophy of the eighteenth century was pro-i> 
pagalfd. Never was an aristocracy more liberal, more humane,;! 
antl more thoroughly convcrtci to useful reforms ;' many of ihem' [ 
remain so under the knife of the guillotine. The magistrates of 
the superior tribunals, in particular, tradition. illy and by virtue of 
ibeir institution, were the enemies of exce^sive expenditure and 
the critics of arbitrary acts. As to the gentry of the provinces, 
" they were so weary," says one of them,' "of the Court and the 
Ministers that most of them were democrats." For many years, I 
in the Provincial Assemblies the whole of the upper class — the I 
clergy, nobles, and Third-Kstatc — furnishes abundant evidence of; ^ 
its good disposition, of its application to business, its capacity and. 
even generosity, while its mode of stinlying, discussing, and as*: 
signing the local taxation indicates what it would liave done with 
the general budget had ibis been intrusted to it. It Is evn'dent 
that it would have protected the general taxpayer as zealously as 
the taxpayer of the province, and have kept as close an eye ujK>n 
ihe public purse at Paris as on that of Bourges or of Montauban. — 
Thus were the materials of a good chamber ready at hand, and the 
only thing that had to be done was to collect them together. On 
having the facts presented to them, its membeis would have 
passed without difikulty from a hazardous theory to common- 
sense practice, and the aristocracy which bad enthusiastically 
given an impetus to reform in its saloons would, in all probability, 
have carried it oul effectively and with moderation in the Parlia- 
ment. 

Unhapfrily, the Assembly is not providing a Constitution for 
contemporary Frenchmen, but for abstract beings. Instead of: 
seeing classes in society one placed above the other, it simplyi 
sees individuals in juxtaposition ; its attention is not fixed on the 
advantage of the nation, but on the imaginary rights of man. As 
all men are equal, all must have an equal share in the govem- 
meni. There must be no orders in a State, no avowed or con- 
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ccaled polllical jirivlleges, no constitutional complications or 
eLctoral combiDations by which an aristocracy, however liberal 
and cajiabie, can secure to itself any portion of the public power. 
— On the coiUtar)-, because it was once privileged to enjoy, it is 
now suspected as a candiilate for service ; and all projects 
which, directly or indirectly, reserve or provide a place for it, ara 
rejected: first, the Roj-al Declaration, which, in conformity wiih 
historical prccutlents, mainlaineil the three orders in three distinct 
chambers, and only sunimoned them to deliberate together " oo 
matters of general utility j" next, the plan of the Constitutional 
Committee, which proposed a second Chamber, appointed for life 
by the King on the nomination of the Provincial Assemblies ; 
and, finally, the project of Mounier, which confided to these same 
Assemblies the election of a Senate for six years, renewed hy 
thirds every two years, composeil of men of at least thirty-five 
years of age, ami with an income in real property of 10,000 livrea 
I»er annum. The instinct of equality is too powerful. A second 
Chamber is not wanted, even if accessible to plebeians. Througb 
it' " the smaller number would coniml the greater ; " " we should 
fall back on the humiliating distinctions " of the ancient r^ime; 
"we should revivify the germ of an aristocracy which must be 
exterminated." " Moreover, whatever recalls or revives feudal 
institutions is bad, and an Upper Chamber is one of its remnants." 
'' If the English have one, it is because they have been forced to 
make a compromise with prejudice." The National Assembly, 
sovereign and philasophic, soars above their errors, their trammel^ 
and their example. The depository of truth, it has not to receive 
lessons from others, but to give them, and to offer to the wcn-ld's 
admiration the first type of a Constitution which is [perfect and ia 
conformity with principle— the most effective of any in preventing 
the formation of a directing class ; in dosing the way to public 
business, not only to the old noblesse, but to the aristocracy o( 
the future; io continuing and exngijeraiing the work of absolute 
monarchy ; in preparing a community of officials and administra- 
tors: in sinking the level of humanity; in reducing to sloth and 
brutaUsing or blighting the ^ite of the families which maintain or 
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raise tliemselves ; and in wilherin; the most precious of nurseries, 
tlint in wliich the State recruits its statesmen. 

Excluded from the Government, the aristocrary is about to 
retire into private life : let us follow them to their cGtatcs. — Feudal 
rights instituted for a barbarous State are certainly a great draw- 
back in a modem State. If appropriate in an epocli when pro- 
perty and sovereignty were fused together, when the Government 
was local, when life was militant, they form an incongruity at a, 
time when sovereignty and property are se|iarated, when the 
Government is centralized, when the regime is a piacific one, and 
when the necessary servitudes which, in the tenth century, re- 
estabhshed security and agriculture, are, in the eighteenth century, 
purposeless servitudes which impoverish the soil and fetter the 
peasant. But, because these ancient claims are liable to abuse 
and injurious at the present day, it does not follow (hat they 
never were useful and legitimate, nor that it is allowable to abolish 
them without indemnity. On the contrary, ifx many centuries, 
and, on the whole, so long as the lord of the manor resided on 
his estate, this primitive contract was advantageous to both 
parties, and to such an extent tliat it has led to the modem con- 
tracL Thanks to the pressure of this tight bandage, the broken 
fragments of the community can be again united, and society 
once more recover its suHdily, force, and activity. — In any event, 
that the institution, like all human institutions, took its rise in 
violence and was corrupted by abuses, is of little consequence; 
tlic Sute, for eight hundred years, recognised these feudal 
claims, and, with its own consent and the concurrence of its 
Courts, they were transmitted, bequeathed, sold, mortgaged, and 
exchanged, like any other si>ecies of property. Only two or three 
hundred, at most, remain in the families of the original proprie- 
tors. " The largest portion of the titled estates," says a contem- 
porary,' " have become the property of capitalists, merchants, and 
their descendants ; the fiefs, for the most part, being in the hands 
of the bourgeois of the towns." All the fiefs whicli, during two 
centuries past, have been bought by new men, now represent the 
economy and labour of thetr purchasers. — Moreover, whoever 
the actual holders may be, whether old or whether new men, the 
Slate is under obligation to them, not only by general right — and 
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because, from liic beginning, it is in its nature the guardian of all 
property, — but al=o by a h|>ecial right, because it has itself sanc- 
tioned this particular species of property. The buyers of yester- 
day paid their money only under itti guarantee ; ils signature is 
afHxed to the contract, and it has bound itself to secure to them 
the enjoyroent of it. \{ it prevents them from doing so, let it make 
them compensation ; in default of the thing promised to them, it 
owes iheni the value of it. Such is the bw in cases of expropriation 
for public utility ; in 1334, for instance, t!ie English, for die legal 
abolition of sbvcry, paid to their pbnters the sum of ^ao.oso.ooo; 
— But that is not sulifident: when, in the suppression [>f leiidji 
rights, the legisbtor's thoughts are taken up with the creditors, lie 
has only hair perfonned his task ; there are two sides to llie 
question, and he must likewise think of the debtors. If he is imt 
merely a lover of abstractions antl of fine phrases, if that «hich 
interests him is men and not wori's, if he is bent upon the efiec- 
tire enfranchisement of the cultivator of the soil, he will not rest 
content with proclaiming a principle, with permitting the re- 
demption of rents, with fixing the rate of redemption, and, in 
case of dispute, with sending i)arties before the tribunals. He 
will reflect that the pcasantr}', jointly responsible for the sanie 
debt, will find difficulty in agreeing among themselves ; that they 
are afraid of litigation ; that, being ignorant, they will not know 
bow to set about it ; that, being poor, they will be unable to pay ; 
aiid that, under the weight of discord, distrust, indigence, and 
inertia, the new law will remain a dead letter, and only exasperate 
their cupidity or kindle their resentment. In anticipation of 
this disorder the legislator »il| come to their assistance ; he will 
intcrjiose commissions of arbitration between them and the lord 
of the manor ; he will substitute a scale of annuities for a full 
and immediite redemption ; he will lend ihem the capital which 
they cannot borrow elsewhere ; he will establish a bank, rights, and 
a mode of procedure, — in short, as in Savoy in 1771, in England 
in 1845,' and in Russia in 1S61, he will relieve the poor without 
despoiling the rich ; he wilt establish liberty without violating the 
rights of property ; he will conciliate interests and classes ; he will 
not let loose a brutal jacquerie to enforce unjust cronfiscation ; and 
he will terminate the social conflict not with strife but with peace. 

■ cr. Donlol, "U RinilutlciD et li VtnAtXwk." 
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It is just the reverse in 1789. In confonnity with the iloctrine 
or the social contract, the principle is set up that every man is 
bom free, and that his freedom has always been inalienable. If he 
formerly submitted to slavery or to serfdom, it was owing to his 
having had a knife at his throat; acontractof this sort is essentially 
null and void. So much the worse for those who have ihebenetiiof 
it at the present day ; tliey are holders of stolen property, and must 
restore it to the legitimate owners. Let no one object Ibat this 
property was acquired for cash down, and in good faith ; tbey 
ought to have known beforehand that inan and his liberty are not 
commercial matters, and that unjust acquisitions rightly perish in 
their hands.' Nobody dreams that the Stale which was a party to 
tliis transaction is the responsible guarantor. 0>ily one scruple 
afTects the Assembly ; its legists and Merlin, its reporter, are 
obliged to yield to proof; they know that in current practice, and 
by innumerable ancient and modem titles, the noble in many 
cases is nothing but an ordinary lessor, and that if, in those cases, 
he collects his dues, it is simply in his capacity as a private 
person, by virtue of a mutual contract, because he h.is given a 
perpetual lease of a certain portion of his land; and he has given 
it only in consideration of an annual payment' in money or i)ro- 
duce, or services, together with another contingent claim which 
the fanner pays in case of the transmission of the lease. These 
two obligations could not be cancelled without indemnity ; if it 
were done, more than one-half of the proprietors in France would 
be dispossessed in iavour of the fanners. Hence the distinction 
which the Assembly makes in the feudal dues. On the one hand 
it abolishes without indemnity all those dues which the noble 
receives by virtue of being the local sovereign, the ancient pro- 
prietor of persons and the usurper of public powers ; all tliose 
which the lessee paid as serf, subject to rights of inheritance, and 
as former vassal or dependent On the other hand, it maintains 
and decrees as redeemable at a ceitain rate all those which the 

1 MtiniltHr, nttiiiK of ABfut S, 17(9. Spsecb of Daport : " WluUver l> s^nil cunot 
lut. SlmiUrl^, BO cooipsiiutisii fat •Cttan nnjtut ricliti cu bg inainLiiped.''— Sittins tA 
Febmar)' 17, 17QO. U. Pupulni 1 "A« Avncj could not iptingr fnm a IrpLimatfl covtrmct, 
beoDH libertj cinnnt b« •lienatvd, 7IM b»« iitieliilwd witl»ul indemnity bcndilair 
p i m >ett y in perioiii." Iiutmctioiu and decna of Jum tj — 14, 1791 ; " The Natioiial 
Aiseroblj hu recni^iKd in the moit emphitic nunno' tbit a nan never could becunw 
tliflprofmctnraf inaeharDUD.uldcanHtliiently.tlut tbfi ri^ts which ftnr lud KMDmvt to 
b«vr over thp pertnn e( the other, covid not become the property itf the former.'* C'F. tbo 
divcin reporlj c( llErlin lalhe CDOBiiKec of tmdilitjr and Ihe Nallunal Auenlilf. 
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noble receives tlirough his title of lamleil proprietor and of 
simple lessor ; all those which the lessee pays hy virtue of being a 
free contracting party, former purchaser, tenant, farmer or grantes 
of landed estate. By this division it fancies that it has respected 
legitimate by overthrowing iilegitiniate property, anil tiiat in the 
feudal schcmi: of obligations, it lias separated the wheat Irom the 
chaff.' ] 

But, through Ihe principle, the drawing up and the omissiors trf] 
its law, it condemns both to a common destruction ; the lire oq.J 
which it has thrown the chaff necessarily bums up the wheat. — ^ 
Practically lioth are bound up together in the same sheaf. If the' 
noble formerly brought men under subjection by (he sword, it is ' 
also by the sword that he formerly acquired possession of the soil. 
If the subjection of persons is invalid on account of the original 
stain of violence, the usurpation of the soil is invaliil for the siime 
reason. And if the sa-iciion and guarantee ot the State could not 
justify the firstact of biigandage, they could not justify the second; 
and, since the ri hts which are derived from unjust sovereignty are 
abolished without indemnity, the Hghls which are derived from 
unjust proprietorship shouUt be likewise abolished without com- 
pensation. — The Assembly, with remarkable imprudence, had 
declared in the preamble to its law that " it abolished the feudal 
system entirely, "and, whatever its ulterior reservations might be, the 
iiat lias gone forth. The forty thousand sovereign muaicipalitiea 
to which the text of the decree is read pay attention only to the 
first article, and the village attorney, imbued with the rights of 
man, easily proves to these assemblies of debtors that they owe 
nothing to tlieir creditors. There must be no exceptions nor 
distinctions, no more annual rents, field-rents, dues on produce,* 
nor contingent rents, nor lord's dues and fines, or fifdis. If these 
have been maintained by the Assembly, it is owing to misunder- 
standing, timidity, inconsistency, and on all sides, in the rural 
districts, the grumbling of disappointed greed or of unsatisfied 
» is heard. "Vou thought that you were destroying 

" Collnlian da t All ct DicRU." Lawiof t)K4— ii AuguiI,i;S^; XIucJi 
IS— »8. 1790! i\*'Ji~t.\T^-.'imm~i<t,-H1l- 

* Afrirr pmili'Tt -xcmt iia»^-m% uint»'<^ '" ttw ihape at ihires orproilurB, Thois 
•rbith folloiv-iMi, rmla. fuiol, «f»«(-be1oog la lln Una levied on re..l pro. 

prr'v.- [Tii.1 
> liimiol r'N'ouvom caliiaide 1790"). rritirliinli nf thn rnrj ImHrii nf I'mii \\_vim 
■ Qucny, pp. 9;— loj. 



CHAP. II. THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. 1%% 

feudalism, wliile your redemption laws have done just the con- 
trary. . . . Are you not aware that what was called a Seigneur 
was simply an unpunished usurper? . . . That detestable decree 
of 1790 is the niin of all lease-holders. It has thrown the 
villages into a state of consternation. The nobles reap alt the 
advantage of it. . . Never will redemption be possible. Re- 
fdcmption of unreal claims! Redemption of dues that are 
detestable!" In vain the Assembly insists, specifies and ex- 
plains by examples and by detailed instructions the mode of 
procedure and the conditions of redemption. Neither the mode 
of procedure nor the conditions are practicable. It has made no 
provisions for facilitating the agreement of parties and the 
saiisrnction of feudal liens, no special arbitrators, nor bank 
for loans, nor system of annuities. And worse siili, instead of 
cUaring the road it has barred it by legal arrangements. The 
lease-hoUler is not to redeem his annual rent without at the same 
time compounding for the contingent rent : he is not allowed to 
redeem his quota of dues which he shares with others apart from 
his co-partners. Should his hoard be a small one, so much the 
worse for him. Not being able to redeem the whole, he is not 
allowed to redeem a part. Not having the money with which to 
relieve himself from both ground-rents and lord's dues he cannot 
relieve himself from ground-rents. Not having the money to 
liquidate the debt in full of those who are bound along with him- 
self, he remains a captive tn his ancient rhains by virtue of the 
new law which announces to him his freedom. 

In the face of these unexpected trammels the peasant becomes 
furious. His fixed idea, from the outbreak of the Revolution, is 
that he no longer owes anything to anybo.'y, and, among the 
speeches, decrees, proclamations, and instructions which rumour 
brings to his ears, he comprehends but one phrase, and is deter- 
mined to comprehend no other, and that is, that henceforth his 
obligations are removed. He does not swerve from this, and since 
the law hinders, instead of aiding him, he will break the law. In I 
fact, after the 4th of August, 1789, feudal dues cease to be \ 
collected. The claims which are maintained are not enforced ' 
any more than those which are suppressed. Whole communities : 
come and give notice to the lord of the manor that they will not 
pay any more rent. Others, with sword in hand, com|)el him to 
give them acquittances. Others again, to be more secure, break 
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open his safe, and throw his title-ileeds into the fire^' Publi 
force is nowhere sirong enough to protect him in his legal tightl 
Oifiiers (bre not serve writs, the courts ilarc not give judgnieni 
admin is rati ve boilies dare not decree in his favour. He is d< 
sjio'led thronjh ihe connivance, the neglect, or the impotence < 
all till- nuthiiriiies which ought to dtfend him. He is alisndone' 
to the pea-sanis w'lo fell his forests, under Ihe pretext that the 
funnerly belonged to the cotiinune ; who take possession of hi 
mill, his wine-press, and his oven, under the pretext that terrlturii 
privileges are suppressed.' Most of the gentry of the province 
are ruined, without any resource, and have not even their dail 
bread ; for their income consisted in setgnorlal rights, and in rent 
ilcrived from their real property, which they had let on perpelus 
lea.cs, and now, in accordance with the law, one-half of thi 
income ceases to be paid, while the other half ceases to be paid i 
spile of the law. One hundred and twenty-three millions of re venu< 
representing twj thousand millions and a half of capital in themone 
of that time, double, at least, that of the present day, tlius passe 
as a gift, or through the toleration of the National Assembl) 
from the hands of creditors into those of their debtors. To thi 
must be added an equal sum for revenue and capital arising fror 
the tithes which are suppressed without compensation, and by th 
same stroke. — This is the commencement of the great revolutionar 
operation, that is to say, of ihe universal bankruptcy which 
ilirectly or iiulirectly, is to destroy all contracts, and abolish a 
lldelits in France. Violations of pro|)erty, especially of privat 
property, cannot be made with impunity. The Assembly desire 
-itajop off only the feudal branch j but, in admitting that the Stat 
^can annul, without compensation, the obligations which it ha 
jguaranleed, it put the axe to the root of the tree, and other iough« 
Jhands are already driving it in up to the haft. 
.[l Nothing now remains to the noble but his title, his territori^ 

"' name, and his armorial bearings, which are innocent distinction: 

since they no longer confer any juristiiction or pre-eminence upo 
him, and which, as the law ceases to protect him, the first come 
may borrow with impunity. Not only, tnoreover, do they do n 

* A/oMiteur, litlinf o£ M^rcfa ?» 1700- ^pf«cb b^ Morlin; "The pcjiianti haw tw< 

B;ida to bvlievE Ihu Ibc datniclian of the 4.i>u/i'iWi(ihe i>liligaliiin In iu<- tliopulilic mil 
trinc-pTTin, and avm, which lieluniK-l ti> Ihi- no'jli-l izanicl alurmwllh it lh« lou to tl 
adilaof all ihew; UlcpeMUti n(«i]iii( tkcmulRiupropiinensftbEiii.'' 
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harm, but they are even worthy of respect. With many of the 
nobles tlie title of the estate covers the family name, the former 
alone being mafic use of. If one were substituted for the other, 
the public would have difficulty in discovering M. de Mirabeau, 
M. de Lafayette, and M. de MontiiK)rency, under the new names 
of M. Riquetti, M. Motti^, and M. Bouchanl. Besides, it would 
be a wrong to the bearer of it, to whom the alx)lished title is a 
legitimate possession, often precious, it being a certificate of 
quality and descent, an authentic personal distinction of which he 
cannot be deprived without losing his position, rank, and worth, 
in the human worli around him. — The Assembly, however, with 
a popular principle at stake, gives no heed to public utility, nor 
to the rights of individuals. The feudal system being abolished, 
all tha' remains of it must be got nd of. A decree is passed that 
** hereditary nobility is offensive to reason and to true lil^erty;" 
that, where it exists, "there is no political equality." * Every French 
citizen is forbidden to assume or retain the titles of prince, duke, 
count, marquis, chevalier, and the like, and to bear any other than 
the " true name of his family ; " he is prohibited from making his 
servants wear liveries, and from having coats<of-arms on his house 
or on his carriage. In case of any infracdon of this law a penalty 
is inflicted upon him equal to six times the sum of his personal 
taxes ; he is to be struck off the register of citizens, and declared 
incapable of holding any civil or military office. There is the 
same punishment if to any contract or acquittance he affixes his 
accustomcil signature ; if, through habit or inadvertence, he adds 
the title o." his estate to his family name — if, with a view to recog- 
nition, and to renler his identity certain, he merely mentions that 
he once bore tlv fo aier name. Any notary or public officer who 
shall write, or iiLow to be written, in any document the word 
ci-iieiant (formerly) is to be suspended from his functions. Not 
only are old names thus abolished, but an effort is made to efface 
all remembrance of them. In a little while, the childish law will 
become a murderous one. It will be but a little while and, 
according to the terms of this same decree, a military veteran of 
seventy-seven years, a loyal servant of the Republic, and a 
brigadier-general under the Convention, will be arrested on 
returning to his native village, because he has mechanically 

' Afonifrur, xittin^: of Jane o» 1700. Spef»rh of M. Charles de Lameth.— Duvergier (laws 
of Jane 19—23, t/Qo; September 27 and Octpber 16, X791}. 
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signed (he register or the revolutionary conuniliee as Montper- 
reux instead of Vannot), and, for this infractton, he wiO be 
guillotined along with his brother and his sister- tn-law.' 

Once on this road, it is impossible to stop ; for the piindples 
which are proclaimed gobcjond the decrees which xre passed, and 
a bad law imroduces a worse. The O>ostituent Assembly' had 
supposed that annual dues, like ground-rents, and contingent 
dues, like feudal duties (/{u& <tf /-m/cf), were Ihe price of an ancient 
concession of bnd, and, consequently, the proof to the coniraiy is 
lo be thrown upon the tenant The Legislative Assembly is about 
to assume that these same rentals arc the result of an old feudal 
usurpation, and that, consequently, the proof lo the contrary must 
rest with the proprietor. His rights cannot be established by 
possession from lime im memorial, ntx by innumerable and 
regular acquittances; he must produce the act of ciifeoff:neflt 
which is many centuries old, the leise which has never, perhaps, 
been written out, the primitive title already rare in 1720,* and 
since stolen or burnt in the recent jacqueries 1 otherwise he is 
despoiled without indemnity. All feudal claims are swept away 
by this act without exception and without compensation. 

In a similar manner, the Constituent Assembly, setting com- 
mon taw aside in relation to inheritances ab intaiaie, had deprived 
all eldest sons and males of any advantages.* The Convention, 
suppressing the freedom of testamentary bequest, |»ohibits the 
lather from disposing <rf^ more than one-tenth of his possessions; 
and ^ain, going back to the past, it makes its decrees retrospec- 
tive : every will opened after the i4di of July, 1789, is declared 
invalid if not in conformity with this decree ; every succession 
from the 14th of June, 1789, which is administered after the 
same date, is re-divided if the division has not been equal j 
every donation which has been made among the heirs after the 
same date is void. Not only is the feudal family destroyed in this 
way, but it must never be re-foimed. The aristocracy, being on(% 
declared a venomous plant, it is iK>t sufhcient to prune it away, 

* "IfBtJlBtwn dq Dntit FfiDfai*,' pju Arf«, L loj. I He wrote bdiIct tlw R eg r acy. ) 
*TWiiii(iB of noK of Ae faiA i> h iBcinl llul il the ■rignmn smuUigHl to plodBcs 
tka titln of Ibf oriiiiul fwicfiiiwi. loobt^a Ibeir imti, tb=n >iHild HrimtrbeoDc abia 

* I>ImKia (Uwi of April > — is. ini ; Murb 7—11 ; Octobrr 36, itiji ; Josnuy 6— n^ 
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but it must be extirpated, not only dug up by the root, but its 
seed must be crashed out. — A malignant prejudice is aroused 
against it, and this grows from day to day. The stings of self- 
conceit, the disappointments of ambition, and envious sentiments 
have prepared the way. Its hard, dry kernel consists of the 
abstract idea of equality. All around revolutionary fervour has 
caused blood to flow, has embittered tempers, intensified sensi- 
bilities, and created a painful abscess which daily irritation 
renders still more painful. Through steadily brooding over a 
purely speculative preference this has become a fixed idea, and is 
becoming a murderous one. It is a strange passion, one wholly 
of the brain, nourished by magniloquent phrases, but the more 
destructive, because phantoms are created out of words, and 
against phantoms no reasoning nor actual facts can prevail. This 
or that shopkeeper who, up to this time, had always formed his 
idea of nobles from his impressions of the members of the Parlia- 
ment of his town or of the gentry of his canton, now pictures them 
according to the declamations of the club and the invectives of 
the newspapers. The imaginary figure, in his mind, has gradually 
absorbed the living figure : he no longer sees the calm and en- 
gaging countenance, but a grinning and distorted mask. Kindli- 
ness or indifference is replaced by animosity and distmst ; they 
are overthrown tyrants, ancient evil doers, and enemies of the 
public; he is satisfied beforehand and without further investi- 
gation that they are hatching plots. If they avoid being caught, 
it is owing to their address and perfidy, and they are only the 
more dangerous the more inoffensive they appear. Their sub- 
mission is merely a feint, tlieir resignation hypocrisy, their 
favourable disposition, treachery. Against these conspirators who 
cannot be touched the law is inadequate ; let us stretch it in 
practice, and as they wince at equality let us try to make them 
bow beneath the yoke. 

In fact, illegal persecution precedes legal prosecution ; the 
privileged person who, by the late decrees, seems merely to be 
brought within the pale of the common law, is, in fact, driven 
outside of it. The King, disarmed, is no longer able to protect 
him ; the partial Assembly repels his complaints ; the committee 
of inquiry regards him as a culprit when he is simply oppressed* 
His income, his property, his repose, his freedom, his home, his 
life, that of his wile and of his children, are in the hands of an 
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arlniiiiistratioti elected by ihc crow<], tiirccioi by diili^j 
threatened or violated liy (lie inoU He is deharrei! Trofm 
cleciions. The newspapers denounce him. He uii-lergocs <^^ 
ciliary visits. In humireiis of places his chateau is s.ickerl ; 
assassins and iiicendia'tes who deport fioni it with their ha 
full and steeped in blood are not prosecuted, or are shielded 
an amnesty : ' it is established by innumerable jireceilents tlia 
niay be run down with impunity. To prevent him from def« 
ing himself, companies of the National Guard come and seize 
arms : he must become a prey, aind an eoiiy prey, liLe game I 
hack in its enclosure for an approaching hunt In vain 
abstains from provocations and reduces hiiikself to the standin 
a private individual In vain does he patiently endure numci 
{iTovocations and resist only extreme violence. I have read ni 
' hundreds of investigations iti the original inanuseripts, and aln 
ajvays I have admired the humanity of the nobles, their forb 
I ante, their horror of bloodshed. Not only are a great man 
them meu of courage and all mea of honour, but also, educ 
in the philosojthy of the eighteenth century, they are mild, se 
live, and deeds of violence are repugnant to them. MUi 
officers especially are exemplary, their great defect being t 
weakness : rather than fire on the crowd they surrender the f 
under their command, and allow themselves to be insulted 
Btoned by the people. For two years,* " exposed to a tlious 
outrages, 10 defamation, to daily peril, persecute I by clubs 
misguiiled soldiers," disobeyed, menaceil, put und^ arrest by ti 
own men, they remain at their post lo prevent the ranks f 
b?ing broken up ; " with stoic perseverance they put up with < 
tempt of thei" authority that they may preserve its seniblaiK 
their courage is of that rarest kind which consists in remair 
at the |>ost of duty, impassive beneath both aflrunts and blou's 
Through a wrong of the greatest magnitude, an entire cl.iss wl 
have no share in the favours of the Court, and which suSered 
many injuries as any of the common plebeians, is confounded t 
the titled parasites who besiege the antechambers of Versail 
Twenty-five thousand families, " the nursery of the nnny and 
fl et," the dite of the agricultural p'Oprielors, alao many ger 
men who look after and turn to acco-.mt the little estates on nl 

> Ser hrtberini. tioak iii.ch >ii. 
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they live, and " who have not left their homes a year in their 
lives," become the pariahs of their canton. After 1789, they 
begin to feel that their position is no longer tenable.* " It is 
absolutely in opposition to the rights of man," says another letter 
from Franche-Comt^, "to find one's self in perpetual fear of 
having one's throat cut by scoundrels who are daily confounding 
liberty with license." " I never knew anything so wearying," says 
another letter fro:n Champagne, ** as this anxiety about property 
and security. Never was there a better reason for it. A moment 
suffices to let loose an intractable population which thinks that it 
may do what it pleases, and which is carefully sustained in that 
error." " After the sacrifices that we have made," says a letter 
from Burgundy, ** we could not expect such treatment. I thought 
that our property would be the last violated because the people 
owed us some return for staying at home in the country to expend 
among them the few resources that remain to us. . . (Now), I 
l>eg the Assembly to repeal the decree on emigraiion ; otherwise 
it may be said that people are purposely kept here to be assas- 
sinated. ... In case it should refuse to do us this justice, I 
shoulvl be quite as willing to have it decree an act of proscription 
against us, lor we should not then be lulled to sleep by the pro- 
tection of laws which are doubtless very wise, but which are not 
respected anywhere." " It is n >t our privileges," say several 
others, ** it is not our nobility that we regret ; but how is the per- 
secution to which we are abandoned to be supported ? There is 
no safety for us, for our property, or for our families. Wretches 
who are our debtors, the small farmers who rob us of our incomes, 
daily threaten us with the torch and the lantern. We do not 
enj:>y one hour of repose; not a night that we are certain to pu. 
through without trouble. Our persons are given up to the vilest 
outrages, our dwellings to an inquisition of armed tyrants; we are 
r»bbed of our rentals with impunity, and our property is openly 



1 "Archives Nationales,** ii. 784. Letters of vl. dc Langeron, October 16 and 18, 1784. 
—Albert Babeau, " Histoire de Troves," letters addressed to tho Chevalier dc Poteiat, 
July, 1790.-" Archives Nationalcs,** papers of the Committee on Report', iiasse 4, letter 
ot M. le Helin«Chatellenot to the President of the National AssemMy, July i, 1791. — 
Mercure^ October 15, 1791. Article by Mallct-Dupan : *' Such is literally tli- langua^^e of 
tht ce rraig^nts ; I do not add a word.*' — Ibid, May 15, 1790. I^tti*r of the Tarcm dc Hois 
d'Aizy, April 29, 17^0, deroandin]; a decree ot prote«-tion for the no.^lcs. " We shall know 
(then) whether we are proscribed or are of any account in the rights of man wiitten out 
w.iii \^i much Llood, or whether, finally, any otlier resource is K-ft lo u& l.u'. U.at oi be^iag 
tie ri,-in.i'ins of our propert>- and oar wretched existences under other skies." 
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attacked. We, bciag now the only prople to pay impels, are 
iniquilously taied ; ia vanoos places oar entire incomes woubi 
not suffice to pay ihe quota wfaich cnttbes ns. We can make no 
complaint »rtho*jt incarriiq; ibc risk of being tmsaacred. The 
tribunals and the adininismtiTe bodies, the tools of the multi- 
lude, daily uicHfice us to its attacks. Even the Govenimeat 
seems afiaid of compromising iiscif by claiming the protection of 
the lan-s on our tx-half. It is suAcieot to be [wnnted out as an 
aristocrat to be nithout any secnnty. If our peasant in geoeral, 
1 ave shown more honesty, consideration, and anachment toward us, 
«-eiy bourgeois of importance, the wild members of dubs, the 
vilest of men who suUy a umfocm, conskler themselves pnvilcgeit 
to insult us, and these wretches go Dnpnntsbed and are protected ! 
Even our religion Is not free. One of our namber has haJ bis 
house sacked lor having shown bosjiitality to an old cur^ of eighty 
belonging to his pjri*h who refused to Li'^e t^■; oiih. Sach is 
OUT fate. We are not so base as to endure it. Ojt right to resist 
oppression is DOt due Co a decree (rf the National Assembly, but 
to natural law. We are going to leave, and to die if necessaiy. 
But to live under such a rcvohing anarchy ! Should it aot be 
broken up we shall never set foot in France again ! " 

llie oiteraiion is successful. The Assembly, through its 
decrees and institutiwis, through the laws it enacts and the vio- 
lence which it tolerates, has uprooted the aristocracy and cast it 
out of the country. The nobles, naw ihe rcrcrse <rf privileged, 
cannot remain in a country where, while respecting the law, they 
are really beyond its pale. Those who first emigrated on the 
iflh of July, 17S9, along with the Prince de Condi, Tcceivcil at 
their houses the evening before they left a list of the proscribed 
on which their mnies appeared, and a reward was promised to 
whoever would bring thetr heads to the cellar of the Palais- Royal. 
Others, in larger numl>en>, left after the occurrence^ of the 6th of 
October. During the last months of the Constituent Assembly,* 
" the emigration goes on in companies composed of men of every 
condition. . , , Twelve hundred gentlemen have left Poiiou alone ; 
Auvergne, Umousin, and ten other provinces have been equally 
depopulated of their landowners. There are towns in which 
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nol>ody remains but common workmen, a club, and the crowd of 
devouring office-holders created by the Constitution. All the 
nobles in Brittany have left, and the emigration has begun in 
Normandy, and is going on in the frontier provinces." — " More 
tlian two-thirds of the army will be without officers." On being 
called upon to take the new oath in which the King's name is 
purposely omitted, " six thousand officers senil in their resignation." 
The example gradually becomes contagious ; they are men of the 
sword, and their honour iii at stake. Many of them join the princes 
at Coblentz, and subsequently do battle against France, in the 
belief that they are contending only against their executioners. 

The treatment of the nobles by the Assembly is the same as 
the treatment of the Protestants by I.ouis XIV,' In both cases 
the oppressed are a superior cUss of men. In both cases France 
has been made uninhabitable for them. In both cases they are 
reduced to exile, and they are ptmished because they exiled them- 
selves. In both cases it ended in a confiscation of their property, 
and in the penalty of death to all who should harbour them. In 
both cases, by dint of persecution, they are driven to revolt. 
The insurrection of La Vend«5e corresponds with the insurrection 
of the C^vennes ; and the emigrants, like the refugees of former 
times, will be found under the flags of Prussia and of England. 
One hundreil thousand Frenchmen driven out at the end of the 
seventeenth century, and one hundred thousand driven out at the 
end of the eighteenth century I Mark how an intolerant demo< 
cracy completes the work of an intolerant monarchy. The 
""moral aristocracy was mowed down in the name of uniformity; 
the social aristocracy is mowed down in the name oi e([ualiry. 
Fur the second time, an absolute principle, and with the same 
effect, buries its blaile in the heart of a living society. 

The success is complete. One of the deputies of the Legis- 
lative Assembly, early in its session, on being informed of the 
great increase in emigration, joyfully exclaims, "So much the 
better ; France is being purged I " She is, in truth, being depleted 
ot gne-hali of her best blood. 

IV. 

There remained the corporate, ecclesiastic, and lay boilies, and, 
notably, the oldest, most opulent, and most considerable of all, 

1 Cf, Um " Mcmoirat " oI 11. de Kouiuugud.a Nonnun genllcman. 
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Ill .- T^-uor aoO frruiUr dcfgr. — Gnwc abOK* odfled boc tiLja, 
fur. the ini>titu'.i(ni bcine iaandod <n andeBl requraBcniv IimI 
not au^ommudsii.-'j n»Jf to ncv wuwilifi* Toe inuijr cioafo* 
yaJ KcG, fUiO ;.t:^i.^cJ accofdxqg t3 tbc CSinEDan diaribmiaa of 
tbe iM^fliLniun in it>c lourJi cemur; ; » imme Kill noM baJ^ 
a{i[fOi tioncd — :ii->'';i» and aii'^iit with one faiiMl*fed '*'*'~"~* 
ih-res% lear. ka i:i^ uie Itvnof aaiialiic idlen, while avc&, owc^ 
burdened wiih n :iii^ ruvc but btvco fanndred ; n aae nkooxsl^y 
rincleeo monka in&tesd <tf eighly. and in anmbB ibor msm I of 
€lt} ,-* a duiuWt of uionaiAerie* rcchiaed to ihrec cr lo two inlula- 
Ujits, aoO even lo onei aloKHt all the ccmgTC;:xi>aos ol nen 
goin;,' to dt:cay. sni! manj- of them iKing out (or lack ef st/i'ices ;* 
a geiitraJ luke>^ .n iimexs aiootig tbc luetubenL, gnai laniy in many 
ebtaljlixbincnu, .m I Hiifa bcaodilt in ftMse of tiieai; Harcdy one- 
(hirij tailing ari iMcrcsi in thtir caJl'ng. while tbe ranaiftng two- 
iliirds «ish to go back lo tlie world' — h » ei-ide.il irom aH 
thit that tbe priiuilive iuqiiratioD has been (£veitei or hat coaled ; 
ihal tbc enilo«'nicQt only partially fulfils its ends ; that uoc-faalf 
of its reMSurcci are einjJurcd iii tbe wrong way or tenaia derile; 
in bliort, tliat thee is a need of iiAiniiauon in tbe iKxIy. — That 
tliii ou^bt to be eETected wiib tbe co-ojKnatioD of tbe State and 
even untjer itt dircdioo ii not \tA certain. For a coqioratxMi 
is ii'M an iniliiiJual like other individiials, and, in wder that it 
may ac<iuife or yitatxi tbe privil^es of an ordinary citiacn, 
v)n.i:'.\mt% bupjilcmentaiy must be added, stMse fiaion, some 



' " A|»l<>iii« dcTEui Kdifini " <i7;s). irilli Katii^s. Sin I7^ dK ded 
»«tii til : " - ii i> H-ixIr v> far •«■ tW « (n nr tudn Jrui am of dx n 
d»> >JI be *bH>l«ld7 ^ima, er ndn.'cd to i lUK ol IceblnHH ika to dtatb " 
' >*»ar. '■ "* ( ><n«Blm, 1790). At Kiaufiia, 01 

nilo, " (nnilr-iiinr «ilr ■bovtiil u)> loiraltyta thrir 

V alXtmg." Ottim prUrmd la abuAoo it. opecuIlT all tbc I>s»bici . 

1 HI* a< ibc luR-Cootcd CifSi^iiB, ud ill the Gnnd-Cus^in. Ttc bih Apaal- 
» H apfivtal lhn>«ffaa«l the dcputiBcat. a^ fm fauiuict. (riA the III 111 iIjiiIum ^ 
■ur eicipl «>, an the IHaiw* hat thm. all the Capochiiu l«i £«. Ibe riiMiiliBi. 
>itiBk:u(,aadAafiHliH, an pnfrrrinc u lean.— Uontalnbcit, " Lr> lIaiBead*Oe3tl- 
■t." iMniiUrtian. pp, lU)— 16(. Letter of a ftenajkluie oi Saiiil-ljenMiii-de» Pifc 
a HnedicTtlii* of Vaanet. " Ol all tbe Bnaberm ol roar coagrecatioD whidi noe bM« 
lodc'r 1 ha^ kcarcelr loand Due caiuhle of rdifjinf u. Yds bay pifl^taUr 47 4m 
"IthOKiitiauuMta )>i>a fnn ov pla. e." -CL i> tbe "MeaoiRi" ei Utalfai * 
4k (he deacrlptioa ol ih* Chaitieue ul Val &(. fisi*. 
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ex|>e.lient of the law. If the law is disposed to overlook the 
fact that a corporation is n it a natural personage, i( it gives to 
it a civil personality, if it declares it to be capable of inlieriting, 
of acquiring and of sellii^, if it becomes a protected and respected 
proprietor, this is due to the favouni of the SL-iie which t)1uces its 
tribunal and gemlatmes at its service, and nhidi, in exchange ibr 
this service, justly im]x>£t:s condilions on it, and, among oliiers, 
that of being useful and remaining useful, or at least that of nc^er 
becoming hurtful. Such was the rule under the Ancient Rtfgime, 
a:)d et^^ecially since the Government has for the last quarter of a 
teiitur)- gradmlly and efficaciously worked out a re onn. Not 
only, in 1749. had it proliibited ihc Church rp>ni accep;iiig land, 
either by donation, by testament, or in exchange, without royal 
kiterj-patent registered in Pailianient; not only in 1764 had it 
abolished the order of Jesuits, closcil their colleges, and sold their 
possessions, but also, since i706,aperTnanentcomnii!>sioi),foiined 
by the King's otder and instructed by him, had lopped otf all the 
dying and dcati branches of the ecclesiastical tree.' There was a 
revision of the primitive Constitutions ; a prohibition to every 
institution to have more than two monasteries at Paris and more 
than one in other towns; a postponement of the age lor laking 
vows— that of sixteen being no longer permitted — up lo twenty- 
one for men and eighteen for vomen ; an obligatory minimum 
of monks and nuns for each establishment, which varies from 
fifteen to nine according to circumstances; if this is not kept 
up there follows a suppression or prohibition to receive novices : 
owing to these measures, rigorously executed, at the end of 
twelve years " the Grammuntins, the Servites, the Cclcstins, the 
ancient order of Samt-B^^ict, that of ihe Holy Ghost of 
Montpellier, and those tS Sainte-Brigitte, Sainle-Croix-de-la- 
Bretonnerie, Saint-Ruff, and Saint-Antoine," — in short, nine 
complete congregations had disappeared. At the end of 
twenty years three hundred and eighty-six establishments had 
been suppressed, the number of monks and nuns had dimin- 
ished one-third, the larger portion of possessions which had 
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csclicated were usefully applied, and the con grcgal ions of men 
lacked novices ami coingjlained cliat they could not fill up their 
ranks. If the monks were still found to be loo numerous, loo 
wealthy, and too indolent, it was merely necessary lo keep on in 
this way ; before the end of the century, merely by the applica- 
tion of the edict, the institution would be brought back, without 
brutality or injubiico, within the scoi)e of the development, the 
limiuitions of fortune, and the class of functions acceptable to a 
modern Stale. 

But, because these ecclesiastical bodies stood in need of reform 
it does not follon' that it was necessary to destroy them, nor, in 
general, that proprietary corporations are detrimental [o a nation. 
Organised purposely for a public service, and possessing, nearly 
or remotely under the supervision of the State, the faculty of sell- 
ad mi nibtration, these bodies are valuable organs am! not unhealthy 
excrescences. — In ilie first [;lace, tlirough liicii io^iiifuiioa, a gceU 
public bcnetit is secured without any charge upon the budget — 
worship, scientific research, primary or higher education, help for 
the poor, care of the sick — all set apart and sheltered from the 
retrenchments which public floancial embarmssments might make 
necessary, and supported by the private generosity which, finding 
a ready receptacle at hand, collects into it from century to cen- 
tury its thousands of scattered rivulets : as a case in point, note 
the wealth, stability, and usefulness of the English and Gennaa 
universities. In the second place, their institution fiimisbcs an 
obstacle to the omnipotence of the State ; ^cir walls afford m 
breakwater against the tide-level of absolute m<»iaichy or of pore 
democracy. A man can here freely develop hiiruelf without don- 
ning the livery of either counier or denu^oguc, acquire wealdi, 
consideration and authority, without beir^ indebted to the caprices 
of royal or popular &vour ; be can irtaintain himself against estat»- 
lished power or against prevailing opinions through his po»tioQ 
in a body which is hcl.l together by a spirit of association. Sud\, 
at the present day, is a professor at Oxford, Goitingrai, jukI 
Harvard. Such, under the Ancient R^me, were a l^tJiop, a 
incmbeT of the Pailiammts, arul even a plain anorney. What can 
l« worse than the universal bureaucracy, which produces mechanical 
and scmle unifomiil?' ! Those who serve the public need not «ll 
he Government clerks ; in countries «herc an aristocraty lun 
Jied, bodies of this kind arc their last place ctf refuge. la 



CHAP. 11. THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. 165 

the third place, through their institution, distinct original socielies 
are formed in the midst of the great commonplace world around 
them, in which certain natures may find the only existence that 
suits them. If devout or laborious, not only do these afford an 
outlet for the deeper needs of conscience, of the imagination, of 
activity, and of discipline, but also they serve as dikes which 
restrain and direct them in a channel of masterly contrivance and 
of infinite benefit. In this way thousands of men and women 
execute at the least possible expense, voluntarily and gratuitously, 
and with the greatest possible effect, the least attractive or most 
repulsive of social requirements, thus fulfilling in human society 
the purpose of the sexless workers of an ant-hill. 

Thus, at bottom, the institution was really good, and if it had 
to be cauterized it was merely essential to remove the inert or 
corrupted parts and preserve the healthy and sound parts, — Now, 
if we take only the monastic bodies, there were more than one-half 
of these entitled to respect. I omit those monks, one-third of 
whom remained zealous and exemplary — the Benedictines, who 
continue the " Gallia Christiana," with others who, at sixty years of 
age, labour in 100ms without a fire ; the Trappists, who cultivate 
the ground with their own hands, and the innumerable monasteries 
which serve as educational seminaries, bureaus of charity, hospices 
for shelter, and of which all the villages in their neighbourhood 
demand the conservation by the National Assembly.' I have to 
mention the nuns, thiriy-seven thousand in fifteen hundred convents. 
Here, except in the twenty-five chapters of canonesses, which are 
a serai-worldly rendezvousfor poor younggirls of noble birth, fervour, 
frugality, and usefulness are almost everywhere incontestable. One 
of the members of the Ecclesiastical Committee admits in the 
Assembly tribunal that, in all their letters and addresses, the nuns 
ask to be allowed to remain in their cloisters ; their entreaties, 
in fiict, axe as earnest as they are affecting.' One community 

I "Tb> Andnt Rfgimc," p. ]]. Cf. Gnerin : " Tbe monaMBrT of Uw TroicRmi, in 
tlie north of Frnichr-ConiE^. fomided foDr viltiECi rollcclod from forden coloniiti. It ii 
■he onlr cntre of cluritji and civiliutjan in 1 ndtni of Ihm 1ea[uei. Il took cam of Im 
hundred of ifao*ick m a recent opidemJc ; it lod^cei the trDopiwLich pan IroDi AUace inu> 
Francbe.Cont<, ud in tba lata hallilonn it nippl in) the whole npla^boartiODd with food." 

" ArchiTCi Nalionalei," papen of the EnlniutJal Coainiitlen, dxix. f; ViiiuIioB da 
Limocit*. mix. t;. Annorciade* de 8aint-I>Riii ; iHJ. Annoniiadei de Sainl-Amonr; 
UnuIinad'Asdi, de Bnulien, d'SrnoDtier, de laCiDtat,de Pont Saint-E^t, Ha(pi> 
taliem d'Emte, de Laval ; SaiaM-Clalic da Land, dc Uaneille, &c. 
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writes, " We shniild prefer the sacrifire of out lives lo that of otir 
calling. . . . Tliis is not llie voice of some among our sisters, but 
of all. The N,5lional Assembly has established the claims of 
liberty — would it prevent ihe exercise of these by the only dis- 
interested beings «lio ardently desire to be usefid, and have 
renounced society solely lo be of greater service to it?" "Tlie 
little commerce we linve with the world," writes another, " is the 
reason why our contentment is so little known. But it is not the 
less real and subslanlial. We know of no distinctions, no privi- 
leges amongst ourselves ; our misforltmes and our property a'e in 
common. One in heat! and one in soul ... we protest before 
the nation, in the face of heaven and of earth, that it is not in ihc 
power of any beitig to shake our fidelity to our vows, which vows 
we renew with still more ardour than when we first pronoimml 
them," ' Many of tlie communities have no means of subsistence 
other than the work of their own hands and the small dowries the 
nuns have brought wi[h ihem on entering the convent So great, 
however, is their frugality and economy, that the total exi>endit(iTe 
of each nun does not surpass two hundred and fifty livres a year. 
The Annonciades of Snint-Amour say, " We, thirty-three nuns, both 
choristers and those of the white veil, live on four thousand four 
hundred livres net income, without being a charge to our families 
or to the public. ... If we were living in tociety, our expenses 
would be three times as much ; " and, not content with providing 
for themselves, they give in charity. 

Among these communities several hundreds are educational 
establishments ; a very great number give gratuitous primary in- 
struction.— Now, in 1789, there are no other schools for girls, and 
were these to be su[)pressed, every avenue of instruction and 
culture would be closed to one of the two sexes, forming one-half 
of the French po]ju!ation. Fourteen thousand sisters of charity, 
distributed among our hundred and twenty convents, look after 
the hospitals, attend upon the sick, serve the infirm, bring up 
foundlings, provide foi or])hans, lying-in women, and repentant 
prostitutes. The " Visitation " is an asjium for " those who are 
not favoured by nature," — and, in those days, there were many 

' SasuT, L n). Qui of tlirro tvndm! and woly-Kvpn nun, at I out™. Ihm 
kmdnd and 6rt)>rig1>t prpfErrrd to innain u iher wrrF, nprciallr xt Pontarlier, an 
^ Benurdinri. hmon<AtAt%, and Uniilino; 11 HfHn{iin, ill [he CiniKrUtci. Vhm 
Tuiundmri. ibr Ai>i>»i.c»d», the Clariun, the Siilen of KffuEclbe Kiut of ibtiuiBt. 
''-•prit. ulJ, s'Vr anr, ill the KaedkliBB NiiBh 
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more of ihe disfigured than at present, since out of every eiglit 
deaths one was caused by the small pox. Widows are received 
here, as well as girls without means and without protection, 
persons " woni out with the agitations of the world," those who 
are too feeble to support the battle of li e, those who withilraw 
from it wounded or invalided, and " the rules of the order, not 
very strici, are not beyond the health or strength of the most frail 
and delicate." Some ingenious device of charity thus applies to 
each moral or social sore, with skill and care, the proper arid pro- 
portionate dressing. And finally, far from falling off, nearly all 
these communities are in a flourishing state, and whilst among the 
establishments for men there are only nine, on the average, to 
each, in those for women there is an average of twenty-four. 
Here, at Saint-Flour, is one which is bringing up fifty boarders ; 
another, at Beaulieu, instructs one hundred ; another, in Franche- 
Comt^, has charge of eight hundred abandoned children.' — Evi- 
dently, in the presence of such institutions one must pause, how- 
ever little one may care for justice and the public interest ; and, 
moreover, because it is useless to act rigorously against them : 
the legislator crushes them in vain, for they spring up again of 
their own accord ; they are in the blood of every Catholic nation. 
In France, instead of thirty-seven thousand nuns, at the jiresent 
day there are eighty-six thousand- —that is to say, forty-five in 
every ten thousand women instead of twenty -eight. 

Ill any case, if the State deprives them of their property, along 
with that of other ecclesiastical bodies, it is not the State that 
ought to claim the spoil. — The State is not their heir, and their 
land, furniture, and rentals are in their very nature devoted to a 
special purpose, aithouirh they have no designated proprietor. 
This treasure, which consi'ts of the accumulations of fourteen 
centuries, has been formed, increased, and preserved, in view of a 
certain object. The millions of generous, repentant, or devout 
souls who have made a gift of it, or have managed it, did so with 
a certain intention. It was their desire to ensure education, bene- 
ficence, and religion, and nothing else. Their legitimate inten- 
tions should not be frustrated ; the dead have rights in society as 
well as the living, for it is the dead who have made the society 
which the living enjoy, and we receive their heritage only on the 

■ " Archiva Nuional.-i." I'apsi of the Eixiniutiul CoinaUtae, /ui/w.— Siawy, 
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condllion of executing tlieir testamentary act. — Should this be oi 
ancient date, it is undoubtedly necessary to make a liberal inter- 
pretation of it, to supplement its scanty provisions, and to take 
new circumstances into consideration. The requirements for 
which it proviiled have often disajipeared ; for instance, after the 
destruction of the Barbary jiirates, there were no mure Christians 
'^to be ransomed ; and only by transferring an endowment can itt 
be perpetuated.— But if, in the original institution, several acces- 
sory and sjiccia! clauses have become anti<]uaee(5, there reinains 
the one imjjorlant, general intention, which manifestly continues 
imperative and permanent, that of providing for a distinct service, 
either of cliarity, of worship, or of instruction, l.et the adminis- 
trators bechan^'ed, if necessary, also the apportionment of 
the legacy bequeathed, but do not divert any of it to services of 
an al'en character; it is inapplicable to aiiy but that purpose or 
to others strictly analogous. The four miiliarils of investment in 
real properly, the two hundred millions of ecclesiastical income, 
form for it an express and special endowmeuL This is not a pile 
of gold abandoned on the highway, which the exchequer can 
appropriatcor assign to those who live by the roadside. Authen- 
tic titles to it exist, which, ileclaring its origin, fix its destination, 
and your business is simply to see that it reaches its destination. 
Such was the principle under the ancient r^nime, in spite of grave 
abuses, and under lorced exactions. When the ecclesiastical 
commission suppressed an ecclesiastical order, it was not for the 
purpose of making its possessions over to the public treasury, but 
to apply these to seminaries, schools, and ho'-pilals. In 17C9, 
the revenue) of riaint-Denis supported Saint-Cyr ; those of Saint- 
Germain went to the Economats, and the Government, although 
ab:iolute and needy, was suftidenily honest to admit that confisca- 
tion was robbery. The greater our power, the greater the obliga- 
tion 10 be just, and honesty always proves in the end to be Ihe 
best policy. — It is, therefore, both just and useful that the Church, 
as in England and in America, ihat superior education, as in 
England and in Germany, that special instruction, as in Ameiica, 
and that diverse endowments for public assistance and utility, 
should be unreservedly secured in the maintenance of theic 
heritage. The State, as testamentary executor of this inheritance. 
Strangely abuses its mandate when it pockets the bequest in 
order to choke the deficit of its own treasury, tisking it in bad 



tAjfS&y^ ~ *'!."! "'"'"^ -' ^y i". i*."^ V«»Ki-ai. -"^1.. ^. - 



CHAP. II. 7W:£ CONSTITUENT ASSEMBL Y, 169 

speculations, and swallowing it up in its own bankruptcy, until of 
this vast treasure, which has been heaped up for generations for 
the benefit of children, the infinn, the sick and the poor, not 
enough is left to pay the salary of a school-mistress, the wages of 
a parish nurse, or for a bowl of broth in a hospital.^ 

The Assembly remains deaf to all these arguments, and that 
which stops its ears is not financial distress. — The Archbishop of 
Aix, M. de Boij>jelin, offered, in the name of the clergy, to liqui- 
date at once the debt of three hundred millions, which was urgent, 
by a mortgage- loan of four hundred millions on the ecclesiastical 
property, which was a very good expedient ; for at this tin^e the 
credit of the clergy is the only substantial one ; it generally 
borrows at less than five per cent., and more money has always 
been offered to it than it wanted, whilst the State borrows at ten 
per cent., and, at this moment, there are no lenders. — But, to our 
new statesmen, the supply of a deficit is of much less consequence 
than the application of a principle. In conformity with the Social 
Contract they establish the maxim that in the State there is no 
necil of corporate bodies: they acknowledge nothing but, on thej 
one hand, the State, the depositary of all public powers, and, on 
the other hand, a dust of separate human molecules. Special 
associations, specific groups, collateral corporations are not wanted, 
even to fulfil functions which the State is incapable of fulfilling. 
"As soon as one enters a corporation," says an oator, "one 
must love it as one loves a family ; " ' the affections and obedience 
are all to be monopolized by the State. Moreover, on entering 
into an order a man receives special aid and comfort from it, and 
whatever distinguishes one man from another, is opposed to civil 
equality. Hence, if men are to remain equal and become citizens 
they must be deprived of every rallying point that might com- 
pete with that of the State, and give to some an advantage over 
others. AH natural or acquired ties, consequently, which bound 
men together through geographical position, through climate, 
history, pursuits, and trade, are sundered. The old provinces, 
the old provincial governments, the old municipal administrations, 
parliaments, wardenships, and masterships, all are suppressed. 

> Felix Rocquain, '*La France apr&s le 18 Bramaire." (Reports of the Councillors of 
State dispatched on this service, passim), 

* Afontieur, October 24, 1789. (Sp.'ech of Dupont de Nemoors.) All thrse speeches, 
often more fully reported and with various rendering's, may be found in " Lcs Archivet 
Parlementairvs," ist series, vols. tii. anJ ix. 
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The groups which spring up most naturally, Ihose which arise 
throu;jh i. community of interests, are all dispersed, and tlie 
broadest, most express, and most positive interdictions are prj- 
mulgaied against their revival under any pretext whatever.' 
France i^ cut up into geometrical sections like a chessboard, 
and, within these improvised Hinits, which are destined for a 
long time to remain artificial, nothing is allowed to subsist but 
isolated individuals in juxtaposition. There is no desire to ^pa^e 
organized bodies where the cohesion is great, and least ol all that 
of the clei^y. 

"Special associations," says Mirabeau, "in the community at 
large, break up the unity of its principles and destroy the eiiuili- 
brium of its forces. Large political bodies in a State are dangerous 
through the strength which results from their coalition and the 
resistance which is l;orn out of their interests," — That of the 
clergy, besides, is inherently baiJ,' becuuse " ila system is in con- 
stant antagonism to the rights of man." An institution in which 
a vow of obedience is necessary is " incompatible " with the con- 
stitution. Congregations "subject to independent chiefs arc out 
of the social pale and incompatible widi public spirit." A- to the 
ri^ht of society over these, and also over the Church, tliis is not 
doubtful " Corporate bodies exist only through society, and, in 
destroying them, society merely talces back the life she has im- 
parled to them." "They are simply instrumentalities fabricaieil 
hy the law.' What does the workman do when the tool hn works 
with no longer suits him ? He breaks oralters iu" — This primary 
sophism being admitted the conclusion is plain. Since corijorate 
bodies are abolished they no longer exist, and since they no 
longer exist, they cannot again become proprietors. " Your aim 
was to destroy ecclesiastical orders,' because the r der.truciioii was 

1 Duircigle', decree of June 14— 17, itqi. "TIw innihiUlian i.F •^-cry corporatiun .it 
ciliicni uf any ana conditliM dr p'ahniao itiHgnt »//lu/oHmtofim-ifs-,r'a/lhr in^A 
timiiiluthH. ii if (orbiddtD U n-sCiLliih thew A/wte undiT anj pnHfH ar fonn whal- 
evcr. CitiiEnaDfa like vond: lion or ptoreuiun, luch u . oBtnielur>, ■huplnwpcf-. wwk- 

■ppoint cither praident, or KCTeUriu, or ijndici, ditcnu or pui ruolatiou, or tmam 
■BY re^Utloiu in retidnn la tlwir auuoied comnion interctb." 

« itomlnr, titling af Fe'jnurr n. 1790. Speeche. of DiUy d'Aper and Bamive. 

' Monittar, littinj of Auiniit la, ijSc). J pwrh by Girol ; Fcbrmrj la, 1790, ipecck 
byPiliunj O.tu'jrrja, IJS9, .p«chbyT>ourT.el. 

* MBiilruT, liiling of Novtmber >, 1789, ."pereh by Chaprlicr; Oclol-er 14, i^s^ 
*p™i h I )■ tiiirai ; OcKAer jo, i;»9, (pncb Ly Uitibean, und iLe littlnc of Aueun i^ 
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essential to the safety of the State. If the clcf^ preserve their 
[iroperty, the clerical onler is not destroyed : yoii necessarily leave 
it the right of assembling ; you sanction its independence." In 
no case must ecclesiastics hold possessions. " If they are pro- 
prietors they are independent, and if they are indepemlent they 
will a.ssociate this inde]jendence with the exercise of their functions." 
1'he clergy, cost what it will, must \k in the hands of the Slaie, 
as simple functionaries and supported by its subsidies. It »vould 
be too dangerous for a nation "to admit in iis bosom a$ pro- 
prietors a lai^e body of men to whom so many sources of credit 
already give so great power. As religion is the projwrty of all, its 
ministers, through this fact alone, should be in the pay of the 
tialion ; " they are essentially " oflicers of morality and instruc- 
tion," and " s ilaried " like judges and professors. Let us fetch 
them buck to this condition of things, which is the only one com- 
patible with the rights of man, and ordain that " the clergy, as 
well as all cor] lor.i lions and boilies with i)0wer of inheritance, are 
now, and s' all be or evermore, incapable of holding any personal 
or landed ealate."' 

Who, now, is the legitimate heir of all these vacated posses- j 
sions ? Through another sophism, the State, at once judge and j 
party in the cause, assigns them to the State. " The founders ' 
p^esen^ed them to the Church, that is to say, to the nation.'" 
" Since the nation has permitted their posses!>ion by the clergy, 
she may re-demand that which is possessed only lhio>tgh her 
authorisation." "Tlie principle must be maintained that every 
nation is solely and veritably proprietor of the possessions of its 
clergy." This principle, it must be noted, as it is laid down, in- 
volves the destruction of ecclesiasiiol and lay corporations, along 
with the confiscation of all their possessions, and soon we shall 
see appearing on the horizon the final and complete decree ■ by 
which llic Legislative Assembly, "considering that a State truly 
free should not suffer any cor|>oration within its bosoiu, not 
even those which, devoted to public instruction, deserve well of 
the country," not even those " which are solely devoted to the 

1 J/fflvf/riir, lininf of OcFober 1^ 1789. Speech by TlKnircI- 

■ .Vosirnr-, ulting of Ocla erfj.tT*^ Speech by I'tcilbanl! October 14th, fpuch bj 
Gmat ; October ya. •peoch by Miiabeao. On the 8(h of Au(ii>t, 17(4. Al. ile Ijineth %vs* 
fai the Iribnne : " When an endowment mi made, il li tbe nation nrbicb au enilomJ." 

• Onvereic', lawiof Aiijui tS, Iffi : Aukdk 6— 14, ITWI Jb'T ■<. ITM i Julr 14. iTStf 
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service of the hospitals and the relief of the sick," suppresses all 
congregations, all associations of men or of women, lay or eccle- 
siastical, all entlownients for |>ious, cliaritabie, and missionary pur- 
poses, all houses of eiiucation, all seminaries and colleges, and 
those of the Sorbonne and Navarre. Add lo these the last sweep 
of the broom : under the Legislative Assereibly the division of all 
communal properly, except woods : under the Convention, the 
abolition of aLI literary societies, academies of science and of 
literature, the confiscation of all their property, their libraries, 
museums, and botanical gardens ; the confiscation of all communal 
possessions not previously diviiled ; and the confiscation of all the 
property of hospitals and other philanthropic establishments.' — Hlie 
abstract principle, proclaimed by the Constituent Assembly, 
reveals, by degrees, its exterminating virtues. France now, owing 
to it, contains nothing but dispersed, powerless, ephemeral indi- 
viduals, and confronting them, the State, the sole, the only per- 
manent body that has devoured all the others, a veritable Colossus, 
alone erect in the midst of these insignificant dwarfs. 

Substituted for the others, it is henceforth to perform their 
duties, and spend the money well which they have expended 
badly.— In the first place, it abolishes tithes, not gradually and 
by means of a process of redemption, as in England, but at one 
stroke, and with no indemnity, on the ground that the tuc, being 
an abusive, illegitimate impost, a private tax levied by individuals 
in cowl and cassock on others in smock frocks, is a vexatious' 
usurpation, and resembles the feudal dues. It is a radical opera- 
tion, and in conformity with principle. Unfortunately, the 
puerility of the thifg is so gross as to defeat its own object. In 
effect, since the days of Charlemagne, all the estates in the country 
which have been sold and resold over and over again have always 
paid tithes, and have never been purchased except with this charge 
upon them, which amounts to about one-seventh of the net revenue 
of the country. Take off this tax and one-seventh is added to 
the income of the proprietor, and, consequently, a seventh to his 
capital. A present is made to him of one hundred francs ifhis land 

' Moii/nr, ilHlnf of July ji, 17^. Speech of M. Boiilard; Ihe piopertr of tba 

blMpilal) at thil bmewu ulimalad at eighl linndr«I mDlioni. Alicady in I79I (llttinfc of 

T..nuY 30th) M. de I.»roLhernuciald-l,iircoart »id lo Ibe Ai«nibly: " Kutl.iac win 

•lik .WUirB confidmco Id thi poor thao lo •« the BltioB luuninir the HbIiI at 

*iiiiji<ijtan«." He pn;po«<ladBciw,acrQrdinftlv,th«aliho>pitaU«ii.JpUe!«» 

nee be placol Bndnr ths CQOIrol ot the nalio|i. (J/«ivr», FetiruUT t>, I7gt.l 
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is worth seven hundred francs, and of one thousand if it is worth 
seven thousand, of ten thousand if it is worth seventy thousand, 
and of one hundred thousand if it is worth seven hundred thou- 
sand. Some people gain six hundred thousand francs by this act, 
and thirty thousand francs in income.* Through this gratuitous 
and unexpected gift, one hundred and twenty-three millions of 
revenue, and two milliards and a half of capital, is divided among 
the holders of real estate in France, and in a manner so ingenious 
that the rich receive the most. Such is the effect of abstract 
principles. To afford a relief of thirty millions a year to the 
peasants in wooden shoes, an assembly of democrats adds thirty 
millions a year to the revenue of wealthy bourgeois and thirty 
millions a year to opulent nobles. The first part of this opera- 
tion, moreover, is but another burden to the State ; for, in taking 
off the load from the holders of real property, it has encumbered 
itself, the State henceforth, without p>ocketing a penny, being 
obliged to defray the expenses of worship in their place. — As to 
the second part of the operation, which consists in the confiscation 
of four milliards of real property, it proves, after all, to be ruinous, 
although promising to be lucrative. It makes the same impression 
on our statesmen that the inheritance of a great estate makes on a 
needy and sanguine parvenu. Regarding it as a bottomless well of 
gold, he draws upon it without stint and strives to realise all his 
fancies ; as he can afford to pay, he is free to break as he pleases. 
It is thus that the Assembly suppresses and compensates magis- 
terial offices to the amount of four hundred and fifty millions ; finan- 
cial securities and obligations to the amount of three hundred and 
twenty-one millions ; the household charges of the King, Queen, 
and princes, fifty-two millions ; military services and encumbrances, 
thirty-five millions ; enfeoffed tithes, one hundred millions, and so 
on.' " In the month of May, 1789," says Necker, " the re-estab- 
lishment of order in the finances was mere child's-pkiy." At thef , 
end of a year, by dint of involving itself in debt, by increasing its ' 
expenses, and by abolishing or abaniloning its income, the State 
lives now on the paper-currency it issues, cats up its new capital, 
and rapidly marches onward to bankruptcy. Never was such a j 



^ AfonHcur, sitting of August 10, 1789. Speech by Siey^ The figures given here are 
deduced from the statistics already given in the " Ancient K£|(irae." 

* Moniteur^ ▼. 571, sitting of Septemter 4, 1790. Report of the Committee on Finances 
—v. 675, sitting of September 17, 1790. Report by Necker. 
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' vest inhcriiance so ([iiickly reOuced to nothing, and to less than 
nothing. 

Meanwhile, we can tlenionstrate, from the first few months, 
what use the adniiniatralors "ill make of it, and the manner in which 
they will endow the service to which it binds them.— No portion 
of this confi^caled properly is reserved for the maintenance of 
public worship, or to keeji up [he hospitals, asylums, and schools. 
Not only do all obhgations ami all productive real propirty fiml 
their way into the great national aucible to be converted into 
assignats, but a number of buildings, all monastic personalty, and 
4 portion of the ecclesiastical, diverted from its natural course, 
becomes swallowed up in the same gulf. j\i Besan^on,' three 
churches out of eight, with their land and treasure, the funds of 
the chapter, all the money of the conventual churches, the sacred 
vessels, shrines, crosses, reliquaries, votive offerings, ivories, statues, 
pictures, tapestT)-, saeerdolal dresses and om-iniems, ]iULe, jewels 
and piecious furniture, libraries, railings, bells, masterpieces of ait 
and of piety, all are broken up and melted in the Mint, or sold 
by auction lor almost nothing. This is the way in which the 
intentions of the founders and donors are carried out. — How are 
so many communities, which are deprived of their rentals, to 
support their schools, hospices, and asylums ? Eveo a.ter the 
decree' which, esccjrfionally and provisionally, ordeis the nhole 
of their revenue to be accounted] for to them, will it be pttj 
over now that it is collected by a local administration nhuse 
coffers are always empty, and whose intentions are almost always 
hostile? Ever)- establishment f<x benevolent antt clucaiional 
purposes is evidently sinking, now that the special strcami wh c'l 
nouri^ed them nm into and are lost in the dry b3^1 of the public 
trcasur)'.* Already, in 1790, thac arc vo mods with whidi tu pa^ 
the monks and duos ibeir saiall pensions for their mainteiuncc 
In Fnutche-Comt^ dte Capochius of Baumc hare no bread, and. ! 

■ ^^t. i. nt ihmm OrtatiH- id. n«^ w FcbiwT b. iTot]- ' TW teal «nc>a rf 

— imtHiJ •• Bon Am srs tiliniMiii ikr Ike d^sitwat^' 
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to live, they are obliged to re-sell, with the consent of the district, 
a portion of the stores of their monastery which had been confis- 
cated. The Ursiiline nuns of Omans live on the means furnisheci 
tliem by private individuals in order to keep up the only school 
which the town possesses. The Bemardine nuns of Pontarl?er 
are reduced to the lowest stage of want : " We are satisfied," the 
district reports, " that ihey have nothing to put into their mouths. 
We have to contribute something every day amongst ourselves to 
keep them from starving."* Only too thankful are they when the 
local administration gives them something to eat, or allows others 
to give them something. In many places it strives to famish 
them, or takes delight in annoying them. In March, 1791, the 
department of Doubs, in spite of the entreaties of the district, 
reduces the pension of the Visitant nuns to one hundred and one 
livres lor the choristers, and fifty for the lay-sisters. Two months 
before this, the municipality of Besan^on, putting its own inter- 
pretation on the decree which allowed nuns to dress as they 
pleased, enjoins them all, inclu ling even the sisters of charity, to 
abandon their old costume, which few among them had the 
means of replacing. — Helplessness, indifference, or malevolence, 
such are the various dispositions which are encountered among 
the new authorities whose duty it is to support and protect 
them. To let loose persecution there is now only needed a i 
decree which puts the civil power in conflict with religious con- \ 
viciions. 'i'hat decree is promulgated, and, on the 12th of - 
July, 1790, the Assembly establishes the civil constitution of the ; 
clergy. 

Notwithstanding the confiscation of ecclesiastical property, and 
the dispersion of the monastic communities, the main body of the 
ecclebiastical corps remains intact : seventy thousand priests ranged 
under the bishops, with the Pope in the centre as the com- 
mander-in-chief. There is no corix)ration more solid, more anti- ^ 
pathetic, or more attacked. For, against it are opposed impla- \ 
cable hatreds and fixed opinions: the Gallicanism of the legists who, ' 
from St. J^uis downwards, are the adversaries of ecclesiastical 
power; the doctrine of the Jansenists who, since Louis XIII., 
desire to bring back the Church to its primitive form ; and the 
theory of the philosophers who, for sixty years, have considered 

\ Sauxay, i. 952 (Dt crmber 3,1790. April 13, 1791). 
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Christianity as amistakeanHCatholktsinxsascou^e. At the very 
least the inslitutjon of adcrgy inCatholicistaiscm>denin«il, andtbejr 
think that they are rmxleraic if they respect the test. *' We might 
change our religion," say sjme of the depnlies in the trihune.' 
Now, the decree alTects neither dogma nor worship ; it is confined 
to a reviiiion of matters of disciplbe, anil on this particular domaia 
which is claimed for the civil power, it is pretended that demolition 
and re-construction niay be effecteil at discretion withoat the con- 
currence of the ecclesiastical power. 

Here there is an usur^otion, for an ecclesiastical as well as civil 
society has the right to choose its own form, its own hierardiy, its 
own govemmeni. — On this point, every argument that can be 
advanced io fa\-r>iir of the former can be repeatel in favour of the 
latter, and the moment one becotnes legitimite the other becooies 
legitimate also, Tlie unciion of a ci>il or of a religions society 
consists in the long series of services which, for centuries, it h^ 
rendered to its member?, the zeal and success widi which it dis* 
charges its functions, (he feeli:igs of gratitude they entertain for it, 
the importance the)- attribute to its offices, the need tht^ have of it 
and their attidiment to it, the conviction imprinted in their minds 
that without it they would be deprived of a benefit npon which they 
set more stoie than upon any other. 'I'his benefit, in a civil society, 
is die security of persons and property. In the religious society 
it is the eternal sal^-ation of the souL In afl other particulars the 
resemblance is oimplete, and the titles of die Church are as good 
as those of the Slalei Hence, it' it be just for one to he soverei};:n 
and free on its o-n domain, it is just for the other Io be equally 
sovereign and free : if the Church encroaches when it a^nmcs to 
re>^l.-ite the constitution of the State, the State encroadies when 
it pretends to regulate the constitution <rf Uk Church : if the 
former claims the respect of the latter on its domain, the latter 
must show equal respect for the former on its ground. The 
boundari-line between the two territories is, nndoabtedtr, not 
clearly defined, and frequent contests arise between the two. 
Soroet'mes these may be fotestatlcd ot terroinated by each shut- 
ting itself up within a wall of separation, and by their remaining 
as mudi as pos^ble indifferent to eacji other, as is the case in 
Amaira. At another, they may, by a carefully considered coik 
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tract, each accord to the other specific rights on the intermediate 
zone, and both exercise their divided authority on that zone, which 
is the case in France. In both cases, however, the two powers, like 
the two societies, must remain distinct. It is needful for each of 
them that the other should be an equal with which it treats, and 
not a subordinate to which it prescribes conditions. Whatever \ 
the civil system may be, whether monarchical or republican, I 
oligarchical or democratic, the Church abuses its credit when it ' 
condemns or attacks it Whatever may be the ecclesiastical • 
system, whether papal, episcopalian, presbyterian, or congrega-- 
tional, the State abuses its strength when, without the assent of 
the faithful, it abolishes th^ir systems or in^poses a new one upon \ 
them. Not only does it violate right, but its violence, most^ 
frequently, is fruitless. It may strike as it will, the root of the ; 
tree is beyond its reach, and, in the unjust war which it wages ; 
against an institution as vital as itself, it often ends in getting the 
worst of it. 

Unfortunately, the Assembly, in this as in other matters, being 
preoccupied with principles, fails to look at practical facts, and, . ^. 
aiming to remove only the dead bark, it injures the living trunk, j 
For many centuries, and especially since the Council 01 Trent, i 
the vigorous element of Catholicism is much less religion itself 
than the Church. Theology retires into the background, while 
discipline has come to the front. Believers who, according to 
Church law, are required to regard spiritual authority as dogma, 
in fact attach their faith to the authority much more than to the 
dogma. Faith insists, in relation to discipline as well as to 
dogma, that if one rejects the decision of the Romish Church one 
ceases to be a Catholic ; that spiritual authority comes from above 
and not from below ; that without the institution of a bishop 
there cm be no priest ; that without the institution of a Pope 
there can be no bishop; that an illegit'mate bishop or priest 
cannot administer valid sacraments ; that a child baptized by one 
of these is not Christian ; that a dying man thus absolved is i^ot 
absolved ; and that two believers thus married live in concubinage. 
It is a matter of fact that believers are no longer theologians or 
canonists ; that, save a few Jansenists, they no longer read the 
Scriptures or the Fathers ; that, if they accept the dogma, it is 
in a lump, withotit investigation, confiding in the hand which 
presents it; that their obedient conscience is in the keeping of 
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this pastoral piuie ; that the Church of the third century is of 
litile consequence to ihem ; and that, as far as the true fonn of the 
actual Church goe?, the doctor whose advice they follow is not 
St. Cyprian, of whom they know nothing, b«t their visible bishop 
and their living cur6 I'ut these two premises together and the 
conclusion is stli-cvidenl ; it is clear that they will not believe 
rihat they are baptized, absolved, or married but by this cur^ 
authorised by this bishop. I.ei others be jmt in their places 
whom they condem!i, and jou suppress worship, sacraments, and 
the most precious functions of spiritual life to twenty-four millions 
of French people, to all the peasantry, all the children, and to 
almost all the women ; you stir up in rebellion against you the 
two greatest forces which move the soul — conscience and habit. 
And observe the cffi.'Ct. You not only con\-ert the State into a 
gendrrme in the service of heresy, but also, through this fruitless 
and tyrannous attempt of Gallican Jansenism, you bring into 
permanent discredit Gallican maxims and Jansenist doctrines. 
You cut away ihc last two roots by which a liberal sentiment 
still vegetated in orthodox Catholicism. You throw the clergy 
back on Rome ; you attach them to the Po|« from whom you 
wish to separate them, and deprive them of the national character 
which >ou wish to impose on them. They were French, and you 
render them Ultramontane. They excited ill-will and envj-, and 
you render them sympathetic and popular. They were a diviiled 
body, and you give them unanimity. They were a straggling 
militia, scattered about under several independent authorities, 
and rooted to the soil through the possession of the ground ; 
thanks to you, they are to become a regular, manageable a my, 
emancipated from every local attachment, organized under one 
head, and always prepared to take the field at the word of com- 
mand. Compare the authority of a bishop in his diocese in I7r9 
with that of a bishop sixty years later. In 17S9, the Archbishop 
of Besan^on, out of fifteen hundred offices and benefices, had the 
patronage of one hundred ; in ninety-three incumbencies the 
selections were made by the metropolitan chapter ; in eighteen it 
was made by the chapter of the Madeleine ; in seventy parishes 
by the noble founder or benefactor; one abb^ had thirteen in- 
cumbencies at his disposal, another thirty-four, another thirty-five, 
a prior nine, an abbess twenty ; five communes direcily nonii- 
nated their own pastor, while abbeys, priories, and canonries 
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were tn the hands of the King.' At the present day in a diocese 
ilie bishop appoint; all the cur^ or oxidating priests, and may 
rie|jrive nine out of ten of them ; In the diocese above named, 
from iS^o to i£6o, scarcely one lay fuiulionaryvxi nominated 
w Ihout the consent or intervention of the cardinal-archbishop.' 
To comprehend the spirit, discipline, and influence of our con- 
temporary clergy, go bacic to the source of tt, and you will find it 
in the decree of the Constituent Assembly. A natural organiza- 
tion cannot be broken up with impunity ; it forms anew, adapting 
iiself to circurostauces, and closes up its ranks in proportion to its 
danger. 

But if, according to the maxims of the Assembly, fhilh and 
worship are free in relation to the secular State, before the State 
as sovereign churches are subjects. — For these are societies, 
administrations, and hierarchies, and no society, a^lministration, 
or hierarchy may subsist in the State without entering into its 
departments under tlie title of subordinate, delegate, or einployd. 
A priest is essentially a salaried officer like ihe rest, a fuiiciionary* 
presiding over matters pertaining to worship and morality. If 
the Slate is disposed to change the number, the mode of nomina- 
tion, the duties and the posts of its cngineeis, it is not bound to 
assemble its engineers and ask their pennissitm, least of all that 
of a foreign engineer established at Ro;iie. If it wishes to change 
the conilition of " its eiclesbsiical officers," its right to do so is 
the same, and thereto e unquestioned. There is no need of ask- 
ing anyl>oily's consent in the exercise of this light, an ! it allows 
no interference between it and its clerks. The Assembly refuses 
to call a GaJlican council ; it refuses to negotiate with the Poi'e,| 
and, on its authority alone, it recasts the whole Constitution of thel 
Church. Henceforth this branch of the pulilic administration i^ 
to be otganized on the model of the others.* In the first place 
the diocese is to be in extent and limits the same as the depart- 
ment ; consequently, all ecclesiastical circumscriptions are marked 
out anew, and forty-eight episcopal sees disappear. In the 
second place, the appointed bishop is forbidden "to refer to the 
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Pope to obtain any confinnalion whatever." AH lie can do is to 
write to him " in tL-stimony of the unity of faith and of the com- 
munion which he is to maintain with him." The bishop is thus 
no longer installed by his canonical chief, and the Church of 
France becomes sdiisnialic. In the third place, the metropolitaa 
or bishop is forbidden to exact from the new bishops or cures 
"any oath other than that they ptofess the Catholic, Apostolic, 
and Roman reliyion." Assisted by liis council he may examine 
them on their doctrine and habits, and refuse them canonical in- 
stallation, but in this case his reasons must be given in writing, 
and be signed by himself and his council. His authority, in 
other respects, does not extend beyond this, for it is the civil 
tribunal which decides between contending parlies. Thus is the 
catholic hierarchy broken up; die ecclesiastical superior has his 
hands tied; if he still delegates sacerdotal ftmclions it is only as 
a matter of fonn, iletween the ciir^ and the bishop subordination 
ceases to exist just as it has ceased to e\ist beiwt-en the bishop 
and the Pope, and the Church of France becomes Presbyterian. 

The people now, in effect, choose their own ministers, as thry 
do in the Presbyterian church; the bishop is appointed by the 
electors of the department, the cur^ by the district electors, and, 
what is an extraordinary aggravation, these need not be of his 
communion. It is of no consequence whether the electoral 
Assembly contains, as at Nismes, Montauban, Strasbourg, and 
Metz, a notable proportion of Calvinists, Lutherans, and Jews, or 
whether its majority, furnished by the club, is notoriously hostile 
to Catholicism, and even to Christianity itself. The bishop and 
the curd must be chosen by the electoral body ; the Holy Ghost 
dwells with it, and with the civil tribunals, and these may install 
its elect in spite of any resistance. To complete the dependence 
of the clergy, every bishop is forbidden to absent himself more 
than fifteen days without permission from the department ; every 
cur^ the same length of time without the perniission of the 
district, even to attend upon a dying father or to undergo the 
operation of lithotomy. In default of this permission his salary 
is suspended ; as a functionary under salary, he owes all his time 
to his bureau, and if he desires a leave of absence he must ask 
for it from his chiefs in the Hotel-de-Ville.' He must assent to 
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all ihese innovations, not only with passive obedience, but by a 
solemn oath. All old or new ecclesiastics, archbishops, bisliops, 
cur^s, vicars, preachers, hospital and prison chaplains, superiors and 
directors of seminaries, professors ol seminaries and colleges, are to 
stale in writing ilia C they are ready to take this oath; moreover, Uiey 
must take it publicly, in church, "in the presence of the general 
council, the commune, and the laithful," and promise " to maintain 
with all their power" a schismatic and Presbyterian Church, For 
there can be no doubt about the sense and bearing of the pre- 
scribed oath. It was all very well to incor|X)rate it with a broader 
one, that ot maintaining the Constitution. Uut the Constitution 
of the clergy is too clearly comprised in the general Constitution, 
like a chapter in a book, and to sign the b lok is to sign ihc 
chapter. Besides, in the formula to which the ecclesiastics in the 
Assembly are obliged to swear in the tribune, the chapter is 
precisely indicated, and no exception or reservation is allowed.' 
The Bishop of Clermont, with all those who have accepted the 
Constitution in full, save the decrees affecting spiritual matters, 
are silenced. Where the spiritual begins and where it ends the 
Assembly knows better than they, for it has defined this, and it 
im|iuses its definition on canonist and theologian; it is, in its 
turn, the Pope, and all consciences must bow to its decision. Let 
them take the " oath, pure and simple," or if they do not they are 
*' refractory." The fiat goes forth, and the edect of it is immense, 
for, along with the clergy, the law reaches to laymen. On the 
one hand, all the ecclesiastics who refuse the oath are dismissed, 
Jf they continue " to interfere with public functions which thiy 
have personally or corporitely exercised " they " shall be pro- 
secu[ed as disturbers of (he peace, and condemned as rebels 
against the law," deprived of all rights as active citizens, and 
declared incomjietent to hold any public office. This is the 
: «nalty already inflicted on the nonjuring bishop who persists in 

(aund in the CoDMitucnt Anoslilj. (Pb. Plan, "Lb Collaboiateur de ULrab«n," p. J6, 

> DuverEicT.Uwtof NDVaBberi;tlk— D«canberi6.i;9B; Fi^bmaryjcfa, Miuxli iinrliand 
April 5. 1791.— il/uiiVfiir, liltiDgaf Novrmber 6, 17^, and tha>e Ibul rotlow, cspFciallT 

and e^pccb]ly Ehe dccmB rvUtin; to (he Civil CvnttiUUion of ibe cLergy." — CE. Htting of 
January i, 1791, ipcccli by the Hulwii of LlennuDt. 
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considering himself a bishop, who ordains priests and who issues i 
ft pastoral li^tter. Such is soon lo be the penalty inflicted on the ' 
noQJuring cure whrj presumes to hear confession or officiate at a i 
mass.' On the other hand, all citizens who refuse to take tlie 
prescribed oath, all electors, municipal oBicers, judges and adminis- 
trative agents, shall lose their right of suffrage, have their functions ' 
revoked, and be declared incompetent for all public duties.' The 
result is that scrupulous Catholics arc excluded from every adminis- 
trative post, from all elections, and especially from ecclesiastical 
elections ; fr Jin which it follovts lliat, the stronger one's faith tlie 
less one's share in the choice of a priest' — What an admirable law, 
that whidi, uniler liie pretext of refomiing ecclesiastical abuses, 
places the faithful, lay or clerical, outside the pale ofthe law ! 

This soon becomes apparent. One hundred and thirty-four 
archbishops, bishops, and coadjutors refuse 10 take the oath ; there 
are only four of ihtm who do so, three of whom, MM. de Talley- 
rand, de Jarenie, and de Brienne, are sceptical, and notorious for 
their licentiousness ; the others are inllueiiced by their consciences, 
above all, \i-j \\\ti\i aprit de corps and a point of honour. Most 
of the ciir^s rail)' around this staff of officers. In the diocese of 
Besan^on,* out of fourteen hundrcil priests, three hundred tike 
the oath, a thousand reluse it, and eighty retract. In the dei^art- 
ment of Doubs, only four consent to swear. In the department <£. 
Lozfere, there are only " ten out of two hundred and filty." " It is 
stated positively," writes the best informed of all observers, " that 
everywhere in France two thirds of the ecclesiastics have revised 
the oath, or have only taken it with the same reservatiotis as the 
Kshop of Clermont." 

Thus, out of seventy thousand priests, forty-six thousand are 
turned out of office, and the majority of their parishioners are on 
their side. This is apparent in the absence of electors convoked 
to replace them : at Bordeaux only four hundred and fifty came ■ 
to the poll out of nine hundred, while elsewhere the summons 

' I>ilTer|[KT, l»w of M»T r. '79", lo irainUin the right of Bnrjnrins pri«U to pTfa tM 
aanin nilioiul or private i-diGL-a. (L>einaDded br Tillrjnnd ind liicj^l.) 

• " An: .iv« N>.iJDnjil«," F. 7, 1>U. UlKr ol U. dc Cbituu-Kuilcn, deputr of !■ 
Loi^n, &I;iy iS, 1791. After tbe deem uf Uaf gjrO, Ul llw fuiclioiuria of tlie depAtta^4 
handeil in their r»ifiutiDD>. 

• Dnnrtier, liw of Maj !■-■«, 1791. 

• Sinuv. i. j66. sjS to Ml, 750.—" Archim Nilio»I*>," F. 7, JiJS- ^jUatx ofH. d> 
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brings together only "a third or a quarter." In many places 
there are no candidates, or those ele: ted decline to accept. They 
are obliged, in order to supply their places, to hunt up unfrocked 
monks of a questionable character. There are two parties, after this, 
in each parish ; two faiths, two systems of worship, and permanent 
discord. Even when the nSw and the sMt cur^s are accommo- 
dating, their situations bring them into conflict. To the former 
the latter are ** intruders." To the latter the former are " refrac- 
tories." By virtue of his being a guardian of souls, the former 
cannot dispense with telling his parishioners that the intruder is 
excommunicated, that his sacraments are null or sacrilegious, 
and that it is a sin to attend his mass. By virtue of his being a 
public functionary, the latter does not fail to write to the autho- 
rities that the "refractory" entraps the faithful, excites their 
consciences, saps the Constitution, and that he ought to be put 
down by force. In other words, the former draws everybody 
away from the latter, while the latter sends the gendarmes against 
the former, and persecution begins. — Through a singular reversion 
of things, it is the majority which undergoes persecution, and the 
minority which practises it. The mass of the constitutional cur^ 
is, every wheie, deserted.* In La Vendue there are ten or twelve 
present in the church out of five or six hundred parishioners ; on 
Sundays and holidays whole villages and market-towns travel from 
one to two leagues off to attend the orthodox mass, the villagers 
declaring that ** if the old ciir^ can only be restored to them, they 
will gladly pay a double tax." In Alsace, "nine-tenths, at least, of 
the Catholics refuse to recognise the legally sworn priests.*' The 
same spectacle presents itself in Franche-Comt^, Artois, and in 
ten of the other provinces. — Finally, as in a chemical composition, 
the analysis is complete. Those who believe, or who recover 
their belief, are ranged around the old cur^ ; all who, through 
conviction or tradition, hold to the sacraments, all who, through 
faith or habit, wish or feel a need to attend the mass. The audi- 
tors of the new cur6 consist of sceptics, deists, the indifferent, 
members of the clubs and of the administration, who resort to the 
church as to the H6tel-de-Ville or to a popular meeting, not 



1 Ronz and Bucbez, xii. 77. Rqxnt of Gallois and Gensonn^ sent to La Vendte and 
the I cux Sdvret (July as, itqiV.— " Archives Nationales," F. 7, jasj, letter of the Directory 
of the Bas-Rhin (letter of January 7, 1702).'*^' Le District de Machecoul de 1788 i I793t'* 
by Lallier«— " Histoire de Joseph Lebon/' by Paris. — Sausay, voL i. and ii. in full. 
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through religions liut through political khI, and who support the 
"intniiler," in order lo snslain the Constitotiiin. 

All this does not secure to him very fervenl followers, but it 
provides him with very zealous defenders ; ami, in default of the 
Ciith which they do not possess, they give the force which is at 
their disposal All means are proper against an intractable bishop 
or ciir^; not only the law which ihey a^ravate through their 
forced interpretation of it and through their utHtrary verdicts, but 
also the riots which th;y stir iq> by thdr instigations and tAoA. 
they sanction by their totaatkm.* He is (birea oat of In 
parish, consigned to the coun^ town, and kept io a safe l^aoe. 
The Directory of Aisne denounces him as a dittoiber of die 
public peace, and forbids lum, undn severe pensltiest froB 
administering the sacraments. The mnnidpality of Cabots dwti 
up p.-ir<icular churches and orders the nonjnring ecdedasttcs to 
leave the toivn in twenty-four hours. The electoral corps of Lot 
denounces them publicly as '' ferocious brutes," incendiaries, and 
provokers of civil war. The Directory <rf the Bas-Rhin banishes 
them to Strasbourg or to fifteen leagues from the frontier. At 
Siint-L^on the bishop is forced to 8y. At Auch the archlwshop is 
imprisoned ; at Lyons M. de Boisboissel, grand vicar, is con- 
fined in Pierre- Encize, for having preserved an archiepiscopal 
mandate in his hou e ; brutality is everywhere the minista 
of intolerance. A certain cur^ of Aiine who, in 1709, had fed 
two thousand poor, having presumed to read from his pulpit a 
pastoral charge concerning the observance of Lent, the mayw 
seizes him by the collar and prevents him from going to the 
altar; "two of the National Yeomanry" draw their sabres 00 him, 
and forthwith lead him away bareheaded, not allowing htm to 
return to his house, and drive him to a distance of two leagues 
by beat of drum and under escort. At Paris, in the church 
of Saini-Eustache, the cur^ is greeted with outcries, a pistol is 
pointed at his head, he is seized by the h^ur, struck with Bsts, and 
only reaches the sacristy through the intervention of the National 
Guard. In the chuich of the Th^atins, rented by the orthodox 
with all legal formality, a furious band disperses the priests and 

■ SItnurt. Januarr ijih, > pitl >jrd, Uaj iMk ud jotli, Nmonbgr I], i ;4I.— " 1-b [>i>tirii-l 
de MachrCDul,'' by LallJcr. 17].— S^iuuy, i. >«$.— LaviroUe, " Amulet d'Anur-le Qoc 
(Fdmuiy s< 174))'— " Archins Nalionaln," F, 7. JUJ. Petiliun nf a aombct of tks 
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their assistants, upsets the altar and profanes the sacred vessels. 
A placard, posted up by the department, calls upon the people to 
respect the law, " I saw it," says an eye-witness, ** torn down 
amidst imprecations against the department, the priests, and the 
devout. One of the chief haranguers, standing on the steps . . . 
terminated his speech by stating tliat schism ought to be stopped 
at any cost, that no worship but his should be allowed, that 
women should be whipped and priests knocked on the head." 
And, in fact, **a young lady accompanied by her mother is 
whipped on the steps of the church." Elsewhere nuns are the suf- 
ferers, even the sisters of S.iint-Vincent de Paul ; and, from April, 
1 791, onward, the same outrages on modesty and against life are 
propagated from town to town. At Dijon, rods are nailed fast to 
the gates of all the convents ; at Montpellier, two or three hun- 
dred ruffians, armed with large iron-bound sticks, murder the men 
and outrare the women. — Nothing remains but to put the male- 
factors under the shelter of an amnesty, which is done by the 
Constituent Assembly, and to legally sanction the animosity of 
local administrations, which is done by the Legislative Assembly,* 
Henceforth the nonjuring ecclesiastics arc deprived of their sus- 
tenance; they are de lared * suspected of revolt against the law 
and of evil intentions against the country.'' — ^Thus, says a con- 
temporary Protestant, "on the strength of these suspicions and 
these intaitianSf a Directory, to which the law interdicts judicial 
functions, may arbitrarily drive out of his house the minister of a 
God of peace and charity, grown grey in the shadow of the altar.*' 
Thus, ** ever}'where, where disturbances occur on account of 
religious opinions, and whether these troubles are due to the 
frantic scourgers of the virtuous sisters of charity or to the niffians 
armed with cow-hides who, at Nismes and Montpellier, outrage all 
the laws of decorum and of liberty for six whole months, the non- 
juring priests are to be punished with banishment. Tom from 
their families whose means of living they share, they are sent away 
to wander on the highways, abandoned to public pity or ferocity 
the moment any scoundrel chooses to excite a disturbance that he 
can impute to them." — Thus we see approaching the revolt of the 
peasantry, the insurrections of Nismes, Francjie-Comt^, La Vendfe 
and Brittany, emigration, transportation, imprisonment, the guillo- 

> I uvTrsrlpr, decree of November try, 1791 —Mfrcure, Novemlicr 30, 1791 (article by 
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tine or drowning for two-lhinis of the clergy of France, and 
likevise for myriads of ihe loyal, for liiisbandmen, artisans, daj^ 
labourers, sempstresses, and servants, and the humblest among 
the lower class of the people. This is what the laws of the 
Constituent Assembly are leading to. — In the institution of the 
clei^, as in that of the nobles and the King, it demolished 
a solid wall in order to dig through it an open door, and it 
is nothing strange if the whole structure tumbles down on the 
heads Ol its inmates. The irue course was lo respect, to reform, 
Ito utilise rank and corporations : all ibat the Assembly thought 
{of was the abolition of these in the name of abstract etjuality and 
iof national sovereignty. In order to abolish these it executed, 
tolerated, or initiated all the attacks on persons and on property. 
Those it is about to commit are the inevitable result of those 
which it has already committed ; for, through its Constitution, bad 
is changed to worse, and the social edifice, already half in ruins 
through the clumsy havoc that is effected in it, will fall in com- 
pletely under the weight of the incongruous or extravagant con- 
fltnictioiu whidi it proceeds to extemporise. 






CHAPTER III. 

Constinction. — The Constitution of 1791. — I. Powers of the Central 
Grivernment. — The Assembly on the partition of power. — Rupture of every 
tie between the Leg slature and the King. — ^The Assembly on the subordina* 
tion of the executive power. — How this is nullified. — Certainty of a conflict.— 
The deposition of the King inevitable. — II. Administrative powers. — The 
Assembly on the hierarchy. — Grades abolished. — Collective powers.— Election 
in1roduc^d, and the influence of subordinates in all hianches of the service.— 
Ct-itainty of disorg mization.^ Power in the hands of municipal bodies. — III. 
The Municipal bodies. — Their gieat task. — Their incapacit>'. — Their feeble 
authority. — Insufficiency of their means of action. — The r6l€ of the National 
Guard. — IV. The National Guard as electors. — Its great power, — Its important 
task. — The work imposed on active citizens. — ^They avoid it. — V. The restless 
minority. — Its elements. — ^The clubs. — ^Their ascendency. — How they interpret 
the Rights of Man. — ^Their usurpations and violence. — VI. Summary of the 
woik ol the Constituent Assembly. 

That which is called a Government is a concert of powers, 
each with a distinct function, and all working towards a final and 
complete end. The merit of a Government consists in the attain- 
ment of this end ; the worth of a machine depen Is upon the work 
it accomplishes. The important thing is not to produce a good 
mechanical design on paper, but to see that the machine works 
well when set up on the ground. In vain might its conductors 
allege the beauty of their plan and the logical connection of their 
theorems ; they are not required to furnish either plan or theorems, 
but an implement — ^Two conditions are requisite to render this 
implement serviceable and effective. In the first place, the 
public powers must harmonize with each other, or one neutralises 
the other ; in the second place th^jouist bex>bejred,,or they are 
null. The Constituent Assembly made no provision for securing 
this harmony or this obedience. In the miadiine which it con- 
structed, the motions all counteract each other ; the impulse is 
not transmitted; the g ^ l ng is uol co mple te between the centre 
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and the extremities; (lie large central ami upper wli eels rum to 
no purpose; the innumerable small whoeis near llie grournl break 
or get oiUof oriier : the machine, by virtue of its own mecKanism, 
remains useless, over-heated, under clouds o( w.iste steam, creaking 
and thumping in such a manner as to show clearly lliat it muit 
explode. 



Let us first consider the tivo central powers, the Assembly and 
the King. — Otdinarily when distinct powers of different origin are 
established by a Constitution, it makes provision for an umpire, 
in case of conflict between them, in the institution of an Up|>er 
Chamber. Each of tl'.ese powers, at least, has a hold on the other. 
The Assembly must have one on the King, which is the right to 
refuse taxation ; the King must have one on the Assembly, which 
is the right of dissolving it. Odierwise, one of the two being 
disarmed, the other becomes omnipotent, and, consciiuently. in- 
sane. The peril here is as great for an omnipotent Assembly as 
it is for an absolute King. It the former is desirous of remaining 
ID its right mind, it needs repression and control as much as the 
latter, and, if it be wise for the Assembly to restrain the King by 
refusing him subsidies, it is wise for him to be able to defend 
himselt by appealing to the electors. — But, besides these extreme 
measures, which are dangerous and rarely resorted to, there is 
another which is ordinarily employed and is safe, thit is, the right 
of the King to take his ministers Irom the Chamber. Generally, 
the leaders of the majority become the ministry, their nomination 
being the means of restoring harmony between the King and the 
Assembly ; they are at once men belonging to the Assembly and 
men belonging to the King, Through this expedient not only is 
the confidence of the Assembly assured, since the Government 
remains in the hands of its leaders, but also it is under restraint 
because these become simultaneously both powerful and re^ipoD- 
sible. Placed at the head of all branches of the service, they are 
in a position to judge whether a law is useful and practicable ; 
obliged to put it into execution, they can calculate its effects 
before proposing it or accepting it. Nothing is so healthy for a 
majority as a ministry composed of its own chiefs ; nothing is so 
eflcctive in repressing rashness or intemperance. A railnay con- 
ductor b not willing that his locomotive should be deprived of 
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coal, nor to have the rails he is about to run on broken up. — This 
arrangeroent, with all its drawbacks and inconveniences, is the 
best one yet arrived at by human experience for the security of 
societies against despotism and anarchy. For the absolute power 
which founds or rescues them, but which oppresses or exhausts 
them, there is a gradual substitution of differentiated powers, held 
together through the mediation of a third party (fiers-arlfi/re), by 
reciprocal dependence and an organ which is common to both. 

Experience, however, is of no avail with the members of the 
Constituent Assembly; under the banner of principles they \ 
sunder one after another all the ties which should keep the two 
I>owers together harmoniously. — There must not be an Upper 
Chamber, because this would be an asylum or a nursery for aristo- 
crats. Moreover, " the nation being of one mind," it is averse 
to " the creation of different organs." So they go on with theo- 
retical definitions and distinctions, in the application of ready- 
made formulas and metaphors. The King must not have a hold 
on the legislative body : the executive is an arm, whose business it 
is to obev ; it is absurd for the arm to constrain or direct the 
head. Scarcely is the monarch allowed a suspensive veto. 
Sieybs here enters with his protest declaring that this is a " /e//r^ 
(ie cachet launched against the universal will," and there is excluded 
from the action of the veto the articles of the Constitution, all 
money-bills, and some other laws. — Neither the monarch nor the 
electors of the Assembly are to convoke the Assembly ; he has 
no voice in or oversight of the details of its formation ; the 
electors are to meet together and vote without his summons or 
supervision. Once the Assembly is elected he can neither 
adjourn nor dissolve it He cannot even propose a law ; * per- 
mission is only granted to him " to invite it to take a subject into 
consideration." He is limited to his executive duties ; and still 
more, a sort of wall is built up between him and the Assembly, 
and the opening in it, by which each could take the other's 
hand, is carefully closed up. The deputies are forbidden to 
become ministers throughout the term of their service and for two 
years afterwards : fears are entertained that they might be Cv)r- 
rupted through contact with the Court, and, again, whoever the 

1 The initiative rests with the K'ng on one point: war cannot be decreed by the 
As'embly except on bis formal and preliminary proposition. This exception was secured 
only after a violent struggle unJ a supn-nie effort by Mtrabcao. 
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ministers might be, there is no disposition to accept their ascen- 
dency,' If one of them is admitted into tlie Assembly it is not 
for the purpose of giving advice, but to lurnish information, reply 
to interrogatories, ami make protestations of his zeal in hutnbte 
terms and in a dubious position.' By virtue of being a roj-al 
afcent he is under suspicion like the King himself, and he is 
sc<iuestered in his bureau as the King is sequestered in his 
palace.— Such is the spirit of the Constitution : by force of the 
theory, ami the belter to secure a separation of the powers,* a 
common umlerstaoding between them is for ever rend<-red im- 
possible, and to make up for this impossibility there remains 
nothing but |f> m.ike one the master and the other the clerk. 

This they did not fail to do, and for greater security, the latter 
is ma<le an honorry clerk. The executive power is conferred on 
him nominally and in appearance ; he does not possess it in fact, 
■' care having been taken to [ilace it in other hands,— In effect, all 
\ executive agents and all secondary and local powers are elective 
The King has no voice, directly or indirectly, in the choice of 
judges, public prosecutors, bisho])S, cur^s, collectors and assessors 
of the taxes, commissaries of police, district and departmental 
administrators, mayors, and municipal officers. At most, should an 
a<lniinistrator violate a law, he may annul his acts and suspend 
him ; but the Assembly, the superior power, has (he right to 
cancel this suspension. — As to the armed force, of which he is 
supposed to be the commander-in-chief, this escapes from him 
entirely : the National Guard is not to receive orders from him ; 
the gendarmerie and the troops are bound to respond to the 
requisitions of the municipal authorities, whom the King can 
neither select nor displace : in short, local action of any kind — ■ 
that is to say, all effective action— is denied to him. — The execu- 
tive instrument is purposely destroyed. The connection which 
existed between the wheels of the extremities and the central 
shaft is broken, and henceforth, incapable of distributing its 
energy, this shaft, in the hands of the monarch, stands still or el^e 

■ RpoKh br Lujoimit, Kormbcr ^, i;B^ " We ddermtBed on the Kpirmtlan of tba 
pomn. Wbf, llien» ihatild tlw propuAl be made Id oi to unite the ]ayi*l&th« poixr 
uritli tbe eiecutive power in Uiepenoiuof tbeminiiten! " 

■ See Uie ittcndaDce or.lbe Miniiten bdiRE the Lc|-ii1aliTa AuAnblr. 

I " Aut locicty in vhirfa the leparatioii of the powera ii not clejtHjr defined hai no coB- 
Mltntion." (Declaration of Kighti, utklg xvi.>— Ttaii principle ii twrrawsd froin ■ ten 
tiT M nli^uirD, ilu fnna tlw Americu CoDilitntiaii. la tlw Kit Itie tbeoiy of Koos- 
■enn i( (nlloiced. 
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turns to no purpose. The King, " supreme head of the general 
administration, of the army, and of the navy, guardian of public 
peace and onler, hereditary representative of the nation," is with- 
out the means, in spite of his lofty titles, of directly applying his 
pretended powers, of causing a schedule of assessments to be 
drawn up in a refractory commune, of compelling payment by a 
delinquent tax-payer, of enforcing the free circulation of a convoy 
of grain, of executing the judgment of a court, of suppressing an 
outbreak, or of securing protection to persons and property. For 
he can bring no constraint to bear on the agents who are declared ^ 
to b^ subordinate to him ; he has no resources but those of warn- I 
ing and persuasion. He sends to each Departmental Assembly 
the decrees which he has sanctioned, requesting it to transmit them 
and cause them to be carried out ; he receives its correspondence 
and bestows his censure or approval — and that is all. He is! 
merely a powerless medium of communication, a herald or public; 
advertiser, a sort of central echo, sonorous and empty, to which? 
n^ws is brought, and from which laws depart, to spread abroad 
like a common rumour. 

Such as he is, and thus diminished, he is still considered to be 
too strong. He is deprived of the right of pardon, ** which severs 
the last artery of monarchical government." * All sorts of precau- 
tions are taken against him. He cannot declare war without a 
decree of the Assembly ; he is obliged to bring war to an end on 
thQ decree of the Assembly ; he cannot make a treaty of peace, 
an alliance, or a commercial treaty, without the ratification of 
these by the Assembly. It is expressly declared that he is to 
nominate but two-thirds of the rear-admirals, one-half of the lieu- 
tenant-generals, field-marshals, captains of vessels and colonels 
of the gendarmerie, one-third of the colonels and lieutenant- 
colonels of the line, and a sixth of the naval lieutenants. He 
must not allow troops to stay or pass within 30,000 yards of the 
Assembly. His guard must not consist of more than 1,800 men, 
duly verified, and protected against his seductions by the civil 
oath. The heir-presumptive must not leave the country without 
the Assembly's assent It is the Assembly which is to regulate 
by law the education of his son during minority. — All these pre- 
cautions are accompanied with threats. There are against him five 



.^* 



* Mercmrt dt Fnuict, an ex^tc»^ion by Mallet- Dupan. 
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possiblecauscsordoihfonement ; asainst his responsible Ministers, 
eight oiuses for condemnation to from twelve to twenty years of 
constr.iint, and eiglit groumls forcon-lemiiations lo death.' Kveij-- 
whcre belween ilie lines of the Const itii lion, we re-id the cons'ant 
disposition to assume an aiiituiie of defence, the secret dreail of 
treachery, the conviction that executive power, of whatever kind, 
is in its nature inimical to the public welfare. — For wiihholiiiiig 
the nomination of judges, the reason lUl^red is thu " the Coiat 
and the Ministers are the most contemptible porticHi of tite 
tialion."* If the nomination of Ministers is conceded, it isoa the 
ground (hat " Ministers appointed by the people would twcessuilf 
be too highly esteemed." The prina'ide is that "the legisUtiTC 
body alone must possess the confidence fA the people," that royal 
authority corrupts its deposit<»7, and that executive power it 
always tempted to commit abuses and to engage in conspindes. 
If it is provided for in the Constitution it is with r^ret, through 
the necessity of the case, and on the condition of its being traro- 
melled by impediments ; it will prove so much the less baneful 
in proportion as it is restrained, guarded, threatened, and de- 
nounced. — A position of this kind is manifestly intolerable ; and 
only 8 man as passive as I.ouis XVI. couhl have jmt up with iL 
Do what he will, however, he cannot make it a tenable one. 
In vain does he scrupulously adhere to the Constitution, and full)) 
it to tlie letter. Because he is powerless the Assembly regards 
him as lukewarm, and imputes to him the jarrings of the machine 
Uhich is not under his control. If he presumes once to exercise 
nis veto it is rebellion, and the rebel'ion of an official against his 
superior, which is the Assembly ; the rebellion of a subject against 
his Sovereign, which is the people. In this case dethronement 'n 
proper, and the Assembly has only to pass the decree ; the people 
have simply to execute the act, and the Constitution ends in a 
Revolution. — A piece of machinery of this stamp breaks down 
through its own movement In conformity wiih the philosophic 
theory the two wheels of government must be separated, and to 
do this they have to be discontiected and isolated one from the 
other. In conformity with the popular creed, the driving-wheel 

> Caaitilutfm of IJ91. ch. iL artida 5, 6, 7.— Decree of Scplmbcr 15— October <k 
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must be subordinated and its influence neutralised : to do this it 
is necessary to reduce its energy to a minimum, break up its con- 
nections, and raise it up in the air to turn round like a top, or to 
remain there as an obstacle to something else. It is certain that, 
after much ill -usage as a plaything, it will finally be removed as a 
hindrance. 

II. 

Let us leave the centre for the extremities, and observe the 
various administrations in working operation.* — For any service to 
work well and with precision, there must first be one head, and, 
next, this head should have the appointment of his subordinates 
and be empowered to pay, punish, or dismiss them. For, on the 
one hand, he stands alone and feels his responsibility; he brings 
to bear on the management of affairs a degree of attention and 
consistency, a tact and a power of initiation of which a set of 
commissioners are incapable ; corporate follies or defects do not 
involve any one in particular, and authority is efhcacious only 
when it is in one hand. On the other hand, being master, he 
can rely on tlie subalterns whom he has himself selected, whom 
he controls through their hopes or fears, and whom he discharges 
if ihey do not perform their duties ; otherwise he has no hold on 
them and they are not instruments to be depended on. Only on 
these conditions can a railway manager be sure that his points- 
men are at their posts. Only on these conditions can the fore- 
man of a foundry engage to execute work by a given day. In 
every public or private enterprise, direct, immediate authority is 
the only known, the only human and possible way to ensure the 
obedience and punctuality of agents. — Administration is thus 
carried on in all countries, by one or several series of function- 
aries, each under some central manager who holds the reins in his 
single grasp. 

This is all reversed in the new Constitution. In the eyes of -^^ 
our legislators obedience must be spontaneous and never com-( 



" rrincipal texts. (I uvergie% " Collection des Lois et Decrets.">— Laws on municipal 
and administrative organisation, December 14 and »a, 1789 ; August 12—20, 1790; March 
15, 17QI. On the municipal organization of Paris, May axst, June 27, 1790.— Laws on the 
organisation of the Judiciary, August 16—24, >70o; September 16—29, 1791 ; September 
29, October 21, itq*,— Laws on miliUry organisation, September 2\ October 29, 1790; 
January 16, 1791 ; July «?, 28, 1791.- Laws on the financial organizat'on, November 14 — 
S4> 1790; November 23, 1790; March 17, 1791 ; September 26, October 2, 1791. 

O 
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pulsory, and, in the suppreBkm of deqxitisni, Aej suf ip i C H 
government The general rule in the luemicliy which thef 
establish is that the subordinates should be indepenileiit of didr 
superior, for he must neither appoint nor displaoe them : the only 
right he has is to give them advice and remonstrate with them. 
At best, in certain cases, he can annul their acts and inflict on 
them a provisional suspenaon of their functions, iriiich can be 
contested and is revocable. We see, thus^ that none of the local 
powers are delegated by the oential power; the latter is simply 
like a man without either hands or arms, seated in a gilt chair. 
The Minister of the Finances cannot appoint or dismiss either an 
assessor or a collector ; the Minister of die Interior, not one of the 
departmental, district, or communal administrators ; the Minister 
of Justice, not one judge or public prosecutor. The King, in 
tlv.sc ihree branches of the service, has but one officer of his own, 
t!ij cinimissioner whose duty it is to advocate the observance of 
t!ie laws in the courts, and, on sentence being given, to enforce its 
execution. — All the muscles of the central power are paralyzed by 
this stroke, and henceforth each department is a State apart, living 
by itself. 

A like amputation, however, in the department itself, has cut 
away all the ties by which the superior could control and direct 
his subordinate. — If the administrators of the dejiartment are 
sufTereil to act on those of the district, and those of the district 
on those of the municipality, it is only, ag^un, in the way of 
council and solicitation. Nowhere is the superior a commands 
who orders and constrains, but everywhere a censor who gives 
warning and scolds. To render this already feeble authority still 
more feeble at each step of the hierarchy, it is divided among 
several bodies. These consist of superposed councils, which 
administer the department, the district, and the commune. There 
is no directing head in any of these councils. Permanency and 
executive functions throughout are vested in directories of fom* or 
eight members, or in bureaux of two, three, four, six, and seven 
members whose elected chief, a president or mayor,* has simply 
an honorary primacy. Decision and action, everywhere blunted, 
delayed, or curtailed by talk and the processes of discussion, are 



1 Pncree^ of December 14 and December aa, 1789: "In municipalities reduced to tfi 
members (rommunm below five hundred inhabitants), all eaccutive functions ahaU beloof 
to the mayor alone.** . 
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brought forth only after the difficult, tumultuous assent of several 
discordant wills. Elective and collective as these powers are, 
measures are stiU taken to guard against them. Not only are 
they subject to the control of an elected council, one-half renew- 
able every two years, but, again, the mayor and public prosecutor 
of the commune after serving four years, and the promreur syndic 
of the department or district after eight years' service, and the 
district collector after six years* service, are not re-elected. Should 
these officials have deserved and won the confidence of ihc 
electors, should familiarity with affairs have made them specially 
competent and valuable, so much the worse for affairs and the 
public \ they are not to be anchored to their post. Should tlieir 
continuance in office introduce into the service a spirit of order 
and economy, that is of no consequence; there is danger of 
their acquiring too much influence, and the law sends them off as 
soon as they become expert and entitled to rule. — Never has 
jealousy and suspicion been more on the alert against power, even 
legal and legitimate. Sapping and mining goes on even in services 
which are recognised as essential, as the army and the gendar- 
merie.' In the army, on the appointment of a non-commissioned 
officer, the other non-commissioned officers make up a list of 
candidates, and the captain selects three, one of whom is chosen 
by the colonel. In the choice of a sub- lieutenant, all the officers 
of the regiment vote, and he who receives a majority is appointed. 
In the gendarmerie, for the appointment of a gendarme, the 
directory of the department forms a list \ the colonel designates 
five names on it, and the directory selects one of them. For the 
choice of a brigadier, quartermaster or lieutenant, there is, besides 
the directory and the colonel, another intervention, that of the 
officers, both commissioned and non-commissioned. It is a 
system of elective complications and lot-drawings; one which, 
giving a voice in the choice of officers to the civil authorities and 
to military subordinates, leaves the colonel with only a third or 
one-quarter of his former ascendancy. In relation to the National 
Guard, the new principle is applied without any reservation. All 
the officers and under-offi<:ers up to the grade of captain are 

' Laws of September 73— October ag, 1790; January 16, 1791. (fitlca ii. and vii.) — Cf. 
the Ir^I prcscripti^ms in relation to the military tribunals. In every prosecuting or judi- 
cial jury onc-sovcnth of the sworn members are token from the non^commission d ufHcers, 
and one-seventh from the soldiers, and a|^in, according to the rank of the accused, the 
nufflber of tho:^: of the same rank is doubled. 
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elected by their oivn men. All the superior officers are elected 
by the inrerior oHiLcrs, All unJer-officcra and all ioJerior an>I 
superior oHiceis are eiecieil for one year only, and are not eligible 
for re-eleclion until after an interval of a year, during which they 
must serve in the ranks.' — The result is manifest : command, in 
every civil and in every military order, becomes enervated ; sub- 
alterns are no longer precise and trustworthy instruments ; the 
chief no longer lias any practical hoM on them ; his orders, con- 
sequently, encouuier only lame obedience, doubtful deference, 
sometimes even oj'eo resistance; their execution remains dilatory, 
uncertain, incomplete, and at length is utterly neglected ; a latent 
and soon flagrant system of disorganiialion is instituted by the 

Step by step, in the hierarchy of Government, power has 
slipjied downwards, and henceforth belongs by virtue of the Con- 
stitution to the authorities who sit at the bottom of the lad'kr. 
It is not the King, or the minister, or the directory of the depart- 
ment or of the district who rules, but its municipal olhcers ; and 
their sway is as omni|>otent as it can be in a small independent 
republic They alone have the " strong hand " with which to 
search the pockets of refractory taxpayers, and ensure the 
collection of the revenue ; to seize the rioter by the throat, and 
protect life and pro|>erty ; in short, to convert the promises and 
menaces of the law into acts. Every armed force, the Naiionat 
GuanI, the regulais, and the gendam.erie, must march on their 
requisition. They alone, among the body of administrators, are 
endowed with this sovereign right ; all that the department or the 
district can do is to invite them to exercise it. It is they who 
proclaim martial law. Accordingly, the sword is in their hands.* 
Assisted by commissioners who are appointed by the council- 
general of the commune, they prepare the schedule of taxation of 
real and personal property, fix the quota of each tax-payer, 
adjust assessments, verify the registers and the collector's receipts, 
audit his accounts, discharge insolvents, answer for returns and 
authorise prosecutions.' Private purses are, in this way, at their 
mercy, and they take from them whatever they determine to 

" Uw 3( July iSlh, Aopiit u, ij^i. 

* '--1 of Nomml*r n. 17*^ (article ji). An^ut 10— 14. 1789.— iTntrnction of Aii(«t 

11 )8— L,avii.rO<rtiibFrii, NDivmlxTIi, 17(4. 

iNmcmbcr 14, ij, 1790; Janiur; ijlb. Bcptimbn iMh, October q, i;9<. 
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belong to the public— With the purse and the sword in their 
hands they lack nothing that is necessary to make them masters^ 
and all the more because the application of every law belongs to 
them ; because no orders of the Assembly to the King, of the 
King to the ministers, of ministers to the departments, of def)art- 
ments to the districts, of the districts to the communes, brings 
about any real local result except through them ; because each 
measure of general application undergoes their special intcrpreta- 
-tion, and can always be optionally disfigured, softene.l, or ex- 
aggerated according to their timidity, inertia, violence or partiality. 
Moreover, they are not long in discovering their strength. We 
see them on all sides arguing with their superiors against district, 
departmental, and ministerial orders, and even against the 
Assembly itself, alleging circumstances, lack of means, their own 
danger and the public safety, failing to obey, acting ior themselves, 
openly disobeying and glorying in the act,^ and claiming, as a 
right, the omnipotence which they exercise in point of fact. 
Those of Tioyes, at the festival of the Federation, refuse to 
s^ubmit to the precedence of the dej)artment and claim it for 
themselves, as *• immediate representatives of the people." Those 
of Brest, notwithstanding the reiterated prohibitions of their 
dibtrict, dispatch four hundred men and two cannon to force the 
submission of a neighbouring commune to a curd who has taken 
the oath. Those of Amay-Ie-Duc arrest Mesdames (the King's 
aunts), in spite of their passport signed by the ministers, hold 
them in spite of departmental and district orders, persist in barring 
the way to them in spite of a special decree of the National 
Assembly, and send two deputies to Paris to obtain the sanction 
of their decision. What with arsenals pillaged, citadels invaded, 
convoys arrested, couriers stopped, letters intercepted, constant 
and increasing insubordination, usurpations without truce or 
measure, the municipalities arrogate to themselves every species 
of license on their own territory and frequently outside of it. 
Henceforth, forty thousand sovereign bodies exist in the kingdom. 
Force is placed in their hands, and they make good use of it. 



* Albert Babeau, i. 327 (F^ of the Fi'deration, July 14, 1790).—" Archives Nationalcs," 
^- 7i 32'5 (May 17, 1791, Deliberation of the council -general of the commune of f'.rcst. 
May 17 and 19, Letters of the directory of the district). — Mercure^ March 5, 1791. " Afcs- 
dames arc stopped until the return of the two deputi», whom the Republic of AmAy-le- 
Due has sent to the representatives of the nation to demonstrate to them the necessity of 
keeping the king's aunts in the kingdom.*'. 
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They make such good ine of it that one of Aem, the oBm rnm 
at Paris, taking advantage of its proximitf, lays si^e Xxt, mntUale 
and rales the National Conveotion, and tfaroi^ it France. 

III. 
I^ ni follow these municipal kings into thar <fwn dotnaio : th 
burden on their shoulden ii immense, and mudi bcjronl wtu 
human strength can support All the tletaib of exefuiri\-e duti 
are confirlcd to th.-ru ; they have not to hvny themtselves ^th > 
petty routine, but with a complete sodal aystem which is bnnj 
taken to pjecei, wh le another ta reconstnict&l in its place. — Thq 
are in possession of four milliards of eccJesiaaticil proper^', reil 
and personal, and soon there will be two and a half milliards ol 
property belonging to the emigrants, which mii$t be scquestcrvd, 
valued, muijge.l, inventoried, divided, sold, and the proceeh 
leceived. They hive seven or eight thmnnd monks and thi>i} 
thousand nuns to disjtlace, install, sanction, and pruviile lur, 
They have forty-six thousan.l ecclesiistics, bishops, canons, cures, 
and vicars, to Ui^posseis, replace, often by force, and later on to 
expel, intern, imprison, and support. They are obliged to ilisciss, 
trace out, leach anJ make public new territorial boun:iaries, those 
of the commune, of the district and of the depattmenL They 
have lo convoke, lodge, and protect the numerous jirimary and 
secuiiibry Asaeiulilies, to supervise their operations, which some- 
times last lor weeks ; to install those elected by them, justices of 
the peace, officers of the National Guard, judges, public prosecu* 
tors, cur&i, bisliops, district and departmental administrators. 
'I'hey are to form new lists of tax-payers, apportion amongst them- 
selves, according to a new system of impost, entirely new real and 
personal taxes, decide on claims, appoint an assessor, regularly 
audit his accounts and verify his books, aid him with force, use 
force in the collection o! the excise and salt duties, which being 
reduced, equalised, and transfotme.l in vain by the National 
Assembly, afford no returns in spite of its decrees. They are 
obliged to find the funds lor dressing, eiiuip[)ing, and urming 
the National Guard, to step in between it and the niilitay 
commanders, and to maintiin concoril between its diverse b:itta- 
lions. They have lo protect forests .roin jiillage, cimnmn il land 
from being invaded, to maintain the octroi, to pnmct fur .net 
functionaries, ecclesiastics, and nobles, suspected and tiiruiieuLd, 
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and, above all, to provide, no matter how, provisions for the 
coumiune which lacks food, and consequently, to raise subscrii> 
tions, negotiate purchases at a dist^ince and even abroad, 
organize escorts, indemniiy bakers, supply the market every week 
not withstanding the dearth, the insecurity of roads, and the resist- 
ance of cultivators. — Even an absolute chief, sent from a distance 
and from high place, the most energetic and expert possible, sup- 
ported by the best-disciplined and most obedient troops, would 
scarcely succeed in such an undertaking ; anil there is instead 
only a municipality which has neither the authority, the means, 
the experience, the capacity, nor the will. 

In the country, says an orator in the tribune,* " the municipal 
officers, in twenty thou■^and out of forty thousand municipalities, 
do not know how to read or write." The curif, in efl'ect, is 
excluded from such offices by law, and, save ii^ La Vendue, the 
noble is excluded by public opinion. Besides, in many of the 
provinces, nothing but patois is spoken;' the French tongue, 
especially the philosophic and abstract phraseology of the new 
laws and proclamations, remauis gibberish to their inhabitants. 
Tliey cannot possibly understand and apply the complicated 
decrees and fine-spun instructions which reach them from Paris. 
They hurry off to the towns, get the duties of the office imposed 
on them explained and commented on in detail, try to compre- 
hend, imagine they do, and then, the following week, come back 
again without having understood anything, either the mode of 
keeping state registers, the distinction between feudal rights which 
are abolished and those retained, the regulations they should 
enforce in cases of election, the limits which the law imposes as to 
their powers and subordination. Nothing of all this finds its way 
into their rude, untrained brains ; instead of a peasant who has 
just leit his oxen, theie is needed here a legal adept aided by 
a trained clerk. — Prudential considerations must be added to their 
ignorance. They do not wish to make enemies for themselves in 
their commune, and they abstain from any positive action, 
especially in all tax matters. Nine months after the decree on 
the patriotic contribution, " twenty-eight thousand municipalities 



* Moitiietir^ x. 13a. Speech by M . Labergcric, November 8, 1791. 

' At MontAuban, in thf intendant's salon, the ladies of the place spoke patois only, the 
p-^^'tnother o( tho {gentleman ^o gives me this (act not understanding any other 

lai'^uage. 
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xre bdiodrian J, not hi)-ii^ (ret) rctorncd either rolls or estimaic&''^1 
Al die end oi Ja.TiiuiT, 1791, "oui of forty ihousand nine hundre 
and devcc niuQici^ialiDes, uoly 6'c th :>u&ui<l four hunJied i 
fottj'irigltt hivt ilt.-;w»ilDd their legisters ; two thousnui] fiveJ 
bundred a'rid a^tiij- toDs onl^ arc definitive and in process of 1 
ooUection. A Urgt soaiber have ocX even began their sectional \ 
statemeots '= — It ts Bmcfa «roT% when, thinking that they Aa\ 
tmdcretainl it. ihcy oadertake to do their work. In their minds, j 
incapahle oT akatractioi. dse tan- is tmnsrormed and defonned bjr t 
cxtraonlmary inierjirtrtatioDs. We shall see nbai it becomes nhen 1 
it is broogl:i to bear on fcadal dues, on the foreits, on commHiialT 
rights, on tSe circalation of com, oo ti*e tases oil provisitms, 00 \ 
iupcr%-jaic>n of ihc aiistocrats, and on the protection of ptreont; J 
According 10 them, it am horises and invites them lo | 
in i at or»ce, whatever they need or desire for tlie lime 
ci]ial officers of the large boroughs anj towns, 
en able to c.iinjirehend the decrees, are scarcely 
ioii to cany ibcm out effectually. They arc 
intelligent, inspired by the best dispositioo, aod 
zealous for the public wet&re. During the first two years of the 
ReTolutioD it is, on the whole, the best informed and roost liberal 
portion of the bourgeoiae which, in the department as in the 
distrtct, undertakes the management of affaiis. Almost all are 
men of the law, advocates, notaries, and attorneys, with a smal) 
nuniber of the old privileged class imbued with the same spirit, 
a canon at Besan^on, a gentleman at Nismes. Their intentions 
arc of the very best ; they love order and liberty, they give tbeii 
time and their money, they hold permanent sessions and accom- 
plish an incredible amount of irork, and they often voluntarily 
expose themselves to great danger. — Biit they are bourgeois philo- 
sophers, and, in this latter particular, similar to theii deputies in 
the National Assembly, and, with this tworold character, as 
incapable as their deputies of governing a disintegrated natioiL 
In this twofold character tlieyare ill-drsposed towards the ancieot 
r^me, hostile to Catholicism and feudal rights, unfavourable to 
the clergy and the nobility, inclined to extend the hearing and 
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exaggerate tlie rigour of recent decrees, partisans of the rights of 
man, and, therefore, humanitarians and optimists, disposed to 
excuse the misdoings of the p)eople, hesitating, tardy and often 
timid in the face of an outbreak — in short, admirable writers, 
exhorters, and reformers, but good for nothing when it comes to 
breaking heads and risking their own bones. They have not been 
brought up in such a way as to become men of action in a single 
day. Up to this time they have always lived as passive adminis- 
trators, as quiet individuals, as studious men and clerks, domesti- 
cated, conversational, and polished, to whom words concealed 
&cts, and who, on their evening promenade, warmly discussed 
important principles of government, without any consciousness of 
the practical machinery which, with a police-system for its ulti- 
mate wheel, rendered themselves, their promenade, and their 
conversation perfectly secure. They are not imbued with that 
sentiment of social danger which produces the veritable chief, the 
man who subordinates the emotions of pity to the exigences of the 
public service. They are not aware that it is better to mow down 
a hundred conscientious citizens rather than let them hang a culprit 
without a trial. Repression, in their hands, is neither prompt, 
rigid, nor constant They continue to be in the Hotel-de-Ville 
what they were when they went into it, so many legists and 
scribes, fruitful in proclamations, reports, and correspondence. 
Such is wholly their role, and, if any amongst them, with more 
energy, desires to depart from it, he has no hold on the commune 
which, according to the Coniititution, he has to direct, and on tliat 
armed f jrce which is intrusted to him with a view to insure the 
observance of the laws. 

To insure respect for authority, indeed, it must not spring up 
on the spot and under the hands of its subordinates. It loses its 
prestige and independence when those who create it are precisely 
those who have to submit to it. For, in submitting to it, they 
remember that they have created it. This or that candidate 
among them who has but lately solicited their suffrages is now a 
magistrate who issues orders, and this sudden transformation is 
their work. It is with difficulty that they pass from the role of 
sovereign electors to that of docile subjects of the administration, 
and recognise a commander in one of their own creatures. On 
the contrary, they will submit to his control only in their own 
iobhion, reserving to themselves in practice the powers the right 
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lo which they have conferred on him, "We gave him bis plac^J 
and he mnsi do as we want him to do," — which popular reasoning 9 
tiie most natural in the world. It is as applicable to the muni- I 
cipaJ officer wearing his scarf as lo the officer in the National j 
Guard wearing his epaulettes ; the foimer as well as the tatter \ 
being conferred by the arbitrary voice of the electors, and alwa}-3 | 
seeniinj t) them a gift which is revocable at their pleasure, i 
The superior always, and more | articulatly in times of danger or | 
of great public exdiement, seems, if directly appointed by those 
whom he commands, to be their clerk. — Such is municipal 
antbority at this epoch, intermittent, uncertain, jnd weak ; and all \ 
the weaker because the sn-onl, whose hilt the men of the HoicU ' 
de-Ville seem to hold, does not always leave its scabbard at their 
Itiilding. Tiiey alone are empowereii to summon the National 
Guard, but it does not dci)end on them, and it is not at their 
disposal. To obtain its support it is needful that its independent 
chiefs shoolii be HtlJing to respond to their rtqiiisilion ; that the 
men should willingly obey their elected oflicers ; that these im- 
provised soldiers should consent to quit their ploughs, their 
stores, their workshoi^s and ofSces, to lose their day, to patrol 
the streets at night, to be pelted with stones, to fire on a riotous 
crowd whose enmities and prejudices they often share. Uii- 
doubtedly, they will fire on some occasions, but generally the^ 
will remain quiet, with their arms at rest ; and, at last, they wiQ 
grow weary of a trying, dangerous, and constant service, which is 
disagreeable to them, and for which they are not fitted. They 
will not answer the summons, or, if they do, they will come too 
late, and in too small a number. In this event, the regulars who 
are sent for, will do aa they do and remain quiet, following their 
example, while the municipal magistrate, into whose hands the 
Eword has glided, will be able to do no more than make grievous 
reports, to his superiors of the department or district, concerning 
the popular violence of which he is a powerless witness. — In other 
cases, and especially in the countrj-, his condition is worse. The 
National Guard, preceded by its drums, will come and take him 
off to the town hall to authorise by his presence, and to legalise 
by his orders, the outrages that it is about to commiL He 
marches along seized by the collar, and affixes his signature at the 
point of the bayonet. In this case not only is his instrument 
Mken away from him, but it is turned against himself! Instead 
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of holding it by the hilt, he feels the point : the armed force which 
he ought to make use of makes use of him. 

IV. 

Behold, accordingly, the true sovereign, the elector, both 
National Guard and voter. This is the King desired by the 
Constitution ; there he is, in every hierarchical stage, with his 
suffrage, with which to delegate authority, and his gun to assure 
its exercise. — Through his free choice he creates all local powers, 
intermediary, central, legislative, administrative, ecclesiastical, and 
judiciary. He appoints directly, and in the primary assemblies, 
the mayor, the municipal board, the public prosecutor and council 
of the commune, the justice of the peace and his assessors, and 
the electors of second degree. Indirectly, and through these 
elected electors, he appoints the administrators and procftrmrs- 
syndics of both district and department, the civil and criminal 
judges, the public prosecutor, bishops, and cur^s, the members of 
the National Assembly and jurors of the higher National Court.* 
All these commissions which he issuer are o\ short date, the 
principal ones, those of municipal officer, elector, and deputy, 
having but t\^'o years to run ; at the end of this brief term their 
recipients are again subject to his vote, in order that, if he is 
displciised with them, he may replace them by others. He must 
not be fettered in his choice ; in every well-conducted establish- 
ment the legitimate proprietor must be free easily and frequenily 
to renew his staff of clerks. He is the only one in whom confi- 
dence can be placed, and, for greater security, all arms are given 
up to him. When his clerks wish to enjploy torce he is the one to 
place it at their disix)sal. Whatever he desired as elector he executes 
as National Guard. On two occasions he interferes, both times 
in a decisive manner ; and his control over the legal powers is 
irresistible because these are born out of his vote and are obeyed 
only through his support. — But these rights are, at the same 
time, burdens. The Constitution describes him as an " active\ 
citizen,'* and this he eminentlv is or should be, since public action 
begins and ends with him, since everything depends on his zeal 
and cipacily, since the machine is good and only works well in 
proportion to his discernment, punctuality, calmness, firmness, 



^ Law of May 11—15, i79'* 
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discipline at tlie polls, and in I he ranks. Tlie lawrefiuires 1 
services incessantly lUy anil night, in body and mind, as gen--l 
darmc an<] as elector. — How burdensome this sen'ice of gendarme , 
must be, tan be judged of by the number of riots. How 
burdensome that ot elector must be, the list of elections will 
show. 

In Febnnry, March, A[)til, and May, 1 789, there are prolonged 
parish meetings, for the purpose of choosing electors and writing ! 
out grievariccA. also baihwick meetings of still longer duration to 1 
choose deputies and draw up the memorial During the months I 
of July and .August, 1 789, there arc spontaneous gatherings to ] 
elect or coiifimi the municipal bodies; other spoiitaneou^i meet- i 
ings by which liie militia is formed and officered; and then, 
following these, constant meetings of this same militia to fuse 
themselves inio a National Guard, to renew officers and appoint 
deputies to ihe federative assemblies. In December, 17S9, and 
Januarj-, 1790, there are primary meetings, to elect municijjal 
olijcors ant] their councils. In May, 1790, there are primarj- and 
secondary meetings, to appoint district and departmental admiQis> 
truors. In October, 1790, there are primary meetings, to elect the 
justice of the peace and his assessors, abo secondary meetings, to 
elect the district courts. In November, 1790, there are primary 
meetings, to renew one-half of the municipal bodies. In February 
and March, 1791, there are secondary meetings, to nominate the 
bishop and cur&. In June, July, August, September, 1791, there 
are primary and secondary meetings, to renew one-half of the 
district and departmental administrators, to nominate the pre- 
sident, the public prosecutor, and the clerk of the criminal 
court, and to choose deputies. In November, 1791, there are 
piimary meetings to renew one-half of the municipal council. 
Observe that many of these elections drag along because the 
voters lack experience, because the formalities are complicated, 
and because opinions are divided. In August and September, 
1791, at Tours, they are prolonged for thirteen days;' at Troyes, 
in January, 179a, instead of three days they last fur three weeks ; 
at Paris, in September and October, 1791, only for the purpose 
of choosing deputies, they last for thirty-seven days ; in many 
places their proceedings are contested, annulled, and begun over 

I ''mii.wrAi/ of tlw Elcdotal Anaablj of Oc LIctMUtiaeiit of lndn-gt-Laue tiKi, 
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a^'ain. To these universal gatherings, which put all France in 
moiion, we must add the local gatherings by which a commune 
ap[>roves or gainsays its municipal officers, makes claims on the 
department, on the King, or on the Assembly, demands the main- 
tenance of its cur^, the provisioning of its market, the arrival or 
dispatch of a military detachment, — and think of all that these 
meetings, petitions, and nominations presuppose in the way of 
preparatory committees and preliminary meetings and debates ! 
Every public representation begins with rehearsols in secret 
session. In the choice of a candidate, and, above all, of a list of 
candidates ; in the appointment in each commune of from three 
to twenty-one municipal officers, and from six to forty-two 
notables ; in the selection of twelve district administrators and 
thirty-six departmental administrators, especially as the list must 
be of a double length and contain twice as many officers as there 
are places to fill, immediate agreement is impossible. In every 
important election the electors are sure to be in a state of agitation 
a month beforehand, while four weeks df discussion and caucus is 
not too much to give to inquiries about candidates, and to can- 
vassing voters. Let us add, accordingly, this long preface to each 
of the elections, so long and so often repeated, and now sum up/ 
the mass of these disarrangements and disturbances, all this lossi 
of time, all the laboui which the process demands. Each convo-i 
cation o\ the primary assemblies summons to the town-hall or 
principal town of the canton, for one or lor several days, about 
three million five hundred thousand electors of the first degree. 
Each convocation of the assemblies of the second class compels 
the attendance and sojourn at the princ'pal town of the depart- 
ment, and again in the principal town of the district, of about three 
hundred and fifty thousand elected electors. Each revision or 
re-election in the National Guard gathers together t n the public 
square, or subjects to roll-call at the town-hall, three or four 
niillions of National Guards. Each federation, after exacting the 
same gathering or the same roll-call, sends delegates by himdreds 
of thousands to the principal towns of the districts and depart- 
ments, and lens of thousands to Paris. — The powers thus instituted 
at the cost of so great an effort, require an equal eftbrt to make 
them work; one branch alone of the ad.ninistraUon^ keeps two 
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ihouianJ n<M hundred and et^tf-«^;ht offidsli liiRjr m Ac 
dcpariinenis, six thouund nine hniidred and Gft^ in die dntricta^ 
ODC million one hundred and seventjr-fire draosaod ia tte ooni- 
mun« — in all, nearly one millioa two handnd ihonsaiid admnb- 
trators, whose pbces, as we hare seen above, are no aEneoHCL 
Never did i political madiine reqnitc so ptodigioaa sn expeixU- 
t.ire of lorce to strt it up and keep it in motion. In die Uniied 
Siaic?, where it is now deiaignl bjr its own actioa, it has been 
estirasled that, to meet the intentions of the law and keep each 
wheel In its proper place, it would be necessai7 fat each cidxen to 
give one whole day in eadi week, or one-sixth of his time, to 
pulilic business. In France, under the newly adopted system, 
«hcre (lisorr!er is universal, where the dnty of National Guard is 
ad led to and complicates that of elector and adroinistrator, I 

' esii'rate that two daj-s would be necessary. Tbb is what the 
Constitution comes to, this is its essential and supreme require 
nient : each active dtizcn has to give up one-thiid of his time to 
]>ul)lic alTairs. 

N»w, these twelve hundred thousand administrators and three 
or r-)ur niil!i'>n electors and National Guards, are j«$t the men iu 
France who have t1ie least leisure. The class or active citizens, 
indeed, comprises about all the men who labour with their hands 
or with their heads. Ilie law exempts only domestics devoted to 
personal service or common labourers who, possessing no pro- 
perty or income, earn less than twenty-one sous a day. Every 
journeyman-miller, the smallest farmer, every village proprietor of 
a collage or ol a v&^etable-garden, any ordinary workman, votes 
at the jirimary meetings, and may become a municipal officer. 
Again, if he |>ays ten francs a year direct tax, if he is a famier or 
yeoman on any property which brings him in four hundred francs, 
if his rent is one hundred and fifty francs, he may become an 
elected elector and an administrator of the district or department. 
According to this standard the eligible are innumerable ; in 
Doubs, in 1780,' they form two-thirds of the active citizens. 

' Thus, the way to office is open to all, or almost all, and the law 
has taken no precaution whatever to reserve or provide places for 
the ^lite, who could best fill them. On the contrary the nobles, 
the eccleMiastical <1ienitaries, the members of the parlbments, the 

> Ssuur. i. igi (ii.rii aiD<.li(iLlDoBlof jt,iS9 iucribtd ciUiou). 
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grand functionaries of the ancient regime, the upper class of the 
l)ourgeoisie, almost all the rich who f)ossess leisure, are practically 
excluded from the elections by violence, and from the various 
offices by public opinion : they soon retire into private life, and, 
through discouragement or disgust, through monarchical or reli- 
gious scruples, abandon entirely a public career. — The burden 
of the new system falls, accordingly, on the most occupied portion 
of the community : on merchants, manufacturers, agents of the 
law, eirploy^s, shopkeepers, artisans, and cultivators. They are 
the people who must give up one-third of their time already 
appropriated, neglect private for public business, leave their 
harvests, their bench, their shop, or their briefs to escort convoys 
and patrol the highways, to run off to ihe principal town of the 
canton, district, or department, and stay and sit there in the 
tOMm-halV subject to a deluge of phrases and papers, conscious 
that they are forced to gratuitous drudgery, and that this drudgery 
is of little advantage to the public. — For the first six months they 
do it with a good grace ; their zeal in penning memorials, in pro- 
viding themselves with arms against " brigands,'* and in suppress- 
ing taxes, rents, and tithes, is active enough. B:it now that this 
much is obtained or extorted, decreed as a right, or accomplished 
in fact, they must not be further disturbed. They need the whole 
oi their time : they have their crops to get in, their customers to 
serve, their orders to give, their books to make up, their credits 
to adjust, all which are urgent matters, and neither ought to be 
neglected or interrupted. Under the lash of necessity and of the 
crisis they have done a heavy piece of collar-work, and, if we take 
their word for it, they hauled the public cart out of the mud ; but 
they had no idea of putting themselves permanently in harness to 
drag it alonsj themselves. Confined as this class has been for 
centuries to private life, each has his own wheelbarrow to trundle 
along, anl it is for this, before all and above all, that he holds him- 
self responsible. From the beginning of the year 1790 the returns 

• Official report of the Electoral Assembly of the Department of Indre-et- Loire, Aujf. 27i 
17QI. " A member of the Assembly made a mMion that all the mcmbcra compo:imir it 
should be indemniiied for the expenses which would be inturroil Vy their absence fiom 
home and the lonjy sojourn they had to make in the town when* the As«f robly was held. 
He remarked that the inhabitants of the country wi-rc those who sufcrcd the most, their 
labour being their sole riches; that if no ;tttcntion was paid to this . «nijini!, ih«y would 
be obliflped, in spite of tlieir patriotism, to withdraw and abandon their important mission ; 
that the electoral assemblies would then be deserted, or would be composed of those whoM 
resources permitted them to make this sacrifice." 
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of the votes taken show that as many are absent as present ; at 
Besan9>n there are only nine hundred and fiCty-aine voters out of 
thirty-tivo hundred inscribed; four months after this more than 
onchdlf of the electors fail to come to the pedis;' and throvg^iont 
France, even at Paris, the indifieience to voting keeps on increasing 
Puppets of such an administration as that of Louis XV. and Louis 
XVI. do not become Florentine or Athenian citizens in a single 
night The hearts and heads of three or four millions of men aie 
not suddenly endowed widi Acuities and habits which render them 
capable of diverting one-third of their energies to work which is 
new, disproportionate, gratuitous, and supererogatory. — ^A £Ulacy 
of measureless falsehood lies at the basis of the political combina- 
tions of the day and those of the next ten years, Arhitrarilyy and 
without examining it, a certain weight and a certain power of 
resistance are attributed to the human metal employed. It is 
found on trial to have ten times less resistance and twenty times 
more weight than was supposed. 

V. 

In default of the majority, who shirk their responsibilities, it is 
the minority which does the work and assumes the power. The 
■niajority having resigned, the minority becomes sovereign, and 
public business, abandoned by the hesitating, weak, and absent 
nmltituile, falls into the hands of the resolute, eneigefic, ever- 
present few who find the leisure and the disposition to assume 
the responsibility. In a system in which all offices are elective, 
and in which elections are frequent, politics becomes a profession 
for those who subordinate their private interests to it, and who 
find it of personal advantage ; every village contains five or six 
men of this class, every borough twenty or thirty, every town its 
hundreds, and Paris its many thousands.' These are the veritable 
active citizens. I1iey alone give all their time and attention to 
public matters, correspond with the newspapers and with the 
deputies at Paris, receive and spread abroad the party-cry on 
every important question, hold caucuses, get up meetings, make 
motions, draw up addresses, overlook, rebuke, or denounce the 
local magistrates, form themselves into committees, publish and 
push candidaies, and go into the suburbs and the country to can- 

* Sauz;iy. i. i }7, i^a. 

* Fui- the deuil of these fij^ures, toe vol. li. book tv. 
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\ass for votes. They hold the p)Ower in recompense for their 
labour, for ihey manage the elections, ami are elccied to ofiice or 
provided with places by the successlul candidates. There is a 
j)rodigious number of these offices and places, not only those of 
officers of the National Guard and the administrators of the com- 
mune, the district, and the de])artment, whose duties are gratui- 
tous, or little short of it, but a quantity of others which are paid,* — 
eighty- three bishops, seven hundred and fifty deputies, four hun- 
dred criminal judges, three thousand and seven civil judges, five 
thousand justices of the peace, twenty thousand assessors, forty 
thousand communal collectors, forty-six thousand cur^s, without 
counting the accessory or insignificant places which exist by tens 
and hundreds of thousands, from secretaries, clerks, bniliffs and 
notaries, to gendarmes, constables, office-clerks, beadles, grave- 
diggers, and keepers of sequestered goods. The pasture is vast for 
the ambitious ; it is not small for the needy, and they seize upon \ 
it. — Such is the nde in pure democracies : hence the swarm of • 
l)olicicians in the Uniteil States. When the law incessantly calls ; 
all citizens to political action, there are only a few who devote ' 
themselves to it ; these become experts in this particular work, ' 
and, consequently, preponderant. But they must be paid for 
their trouble, and the election secures to them their places because 
they manege the elections. 

Two sorts of men furnish the recruits for this dominant 
minority: on the one hand the enthusiasts, and on the other those 
>\ ho have no social position. Towards the end of 1 789, mo 'erate 
people, who are minding their own business, retire into privacy, 
and are daily less disposed to show themselves. The public 
square is occupied by others who, through zeal and political 
passion, ab:.ndon their pursuits, and by those who, finding them- 
selves hampered in their social sphere, or repelled from ordinary 
circles, were merely awaiting a new opening to take a fresh start. 
In these Utopian and revolutionary times, there is no lack of either 
class. Flung out by handfuls, the dogma of ix)pular sovereignty 
falls around like so much seed scattered broadcast, vegetating in 
the heated brains, in the narrow and rash minds which, once pos- 
sessed by an idea, adhere to it and are mastered by it. It lalls 
amongst a class of reasoners who, starting from a principle, dash 

1 De Ferriin-i, i. 367. Cf. the various laws above mentioned. 
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furwanl like a hfjrse who has had ! 
esiiccially [he case with the It^I das%4_ 
Uicm to deductions ; nOt leu vidi Ae v _ 
Trocked monk, the "intTudiDg" and acomnwiucMed CBf^ al 
above all, the journalist and the local ontor, who, for te fiat 
time in his life, finds that he has an aodience, qipbuise, nflueaec 
and a future before bim. These are the only petals who can do 
the comiilicated and constant wt»k whidi the oew Conatitntioii 
caMs fur ; for they are the only mta whose desires are onljmited, 
' whose dreams are coherent, whose doctrine is espUdt, wbcHC 
enthusiasm is contagious, who cherish no tcrnples, and wfaose 
pte^umption is unbounded. Thus has die rigid will been wrot^ 
and tempered withia tbem, the inward spring of energy whidi, 
being doily more tightly wound up, nrgcs them on to propa> 
gandism and to actioa — During tlie seoHxl half of the yen 
1790 we see them everywhere foBowing the example of the 
Paris Jacobins, styling themselves friends of tiie Constitution, 
and grouping themselves together in popular associations. Each 
towD and village gives birth to a club of patriots who r^uUfly 
every evening, or several times a week, meet " for the purpose 
of co-operating for the safety of the commonwealth."' This is 
a new and spontaneous organ, an excrescence and a parasite, 
which develops itself in the social body alongside of its l^al 
organizations. Its growth insensibly increases, attiactitig to 
itself the substance of the others, employing them for its 
own ends, substituting itself for them, acting by and for itse'f 
alone, a sort of omnivorous outgrowth the encroachment of 
which is irresistible, not only because circumstances and the 
working of the Constitution nourish it, but also because its germ, 
deposited at a great depth, is a living portion of the Constitu- 
tion itself. 

For, placed at the head of the Constitution, as well as of the 
decrees which are attached to it, stands the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man. — According to this, and by the avon'al of the 
/egislators themselves, there are two parts to be distinguished ia 
the law, the one superior, eternal, inviolable, which is the self- 
evident principle, and the other inferior, lemporaiy, and open to 
discussion, which comprehends more or less exact or erroneous 

' CoinUn(,"HL.toi™d-uii ClobJ.cobii.cn Pn>Tene--trmitiineblMul. p. IS. IPtkA. 
prrtaux vl t]>e loundina of Ibc clobi ol Uoiet, TboBinT, Naoon, uil Usnicnui.) 
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applications of this principle. Nj application of the law is valid 
if it derogates from the principle. No institution or authority is 
entitled lo obedience if it is opposed to the rights which it aims to 
guarantee. These sacred rights, anterior to all society, take pre- 
cedence of every social convention, and whenever we would know 
it a legal order is legitimate, we have merely to ascertain if it is i i 
conformity with natural right Let us, accoidingly, in every 
doubtful or difficult cjse, refer to this i)hilosophic gospel, to this 
incontestable catechism, this primordial creed proclaimed by the 
National Assembly. — ^The National Assembly itself invites us to 
do so. For it announces that " ignorance, neglect, or contempt 
of the rights of man are the sole causes of j ublic misfortune, 
and of the corruption of governments." It declares that 
" the object of every pohtical association is the preservation 
of natural and imprescriptible rights." It enunciates them, " in 
order that the acts of legislative power and the acts of execu- 
tive power may at once be compared with the purpose of every 
political institution." It desires ** that e ery member of the 
social body should have its declaration constantly in mind." — 
Thus we are told to control all acts of application by the 
principle, and also we are provided with the rule by which we 
may and should accord, measure, or even refuse our submission 
to, delerence for, and toleration of established institutions and 
legal authority. 

What are these superior rights, and, in case of dispute, who will 
decide as arbitrator? There is nothing here like the precise de- 
clarations of the American Constitution,^ those positive prescrij)- 
lions which serve to sustain a judicial appeal, those express pro- 
hibitions which prevent beforehand certain species of laws from 
being passed, which prescribe limits to public powers, which mark 
out the province not to be invaded by the State because it is 
reserved to the individual. 

On the contrary, in the declaration of the National Assembly, 
most of the articles are abstract dogmas, metaphysical definitions, 
more or less literary axioms, that is to say, more or less false, now 
vague and now contradictory, open to various interpretations and 



' Cf. the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 (except the first phrase, which U 
a catchword thrown out for the Kuropcan phllo iophers). — Jefferson propose*! a declara- 
tion of Rififhts for the Constitution of March 4, 1789, but it was refused. They were content 
to add to it the eleven ameodnienti which sn forth the luodamental rights of the cittxcn. 
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to opposite constructions, good for platrorra display bttt bad 1 
pracLice, tmre stage effect, a sort of pompous stan<I.-irtl, nscld 
anil heavy, whi.h, hoisted in front of the Constitutional house a 
shaken e^ i^ry day by violent hands, cannot fail soon to tumble a 
the heads of the pissere-by.' Nothing is done to ward off (I 
visible danger. There is nothing here like Ihal Supreme Coiii| 
nhich, in the United States, guards the Coistitution even agaiititi 
its Congress, and which, in the Dame of the Constitnuoii, actually 
invalidates a law, even wbcn it has passed through all formalidet 
ind been voted on by all die powers; which listens to the con- 
plaints of the individual affected by an unconstitaUoiial lav[ 
wh'ch stays the sheriff's or collector's hand laiaed against lua, 
anil which above their heads gives judgment on his mteresU and 
wrongs. Ill-delined and discordant laws are prodaimed wiihgtt 
A'vj proviiiioo being made for their interpretatiou, ap|dication, or 
iition. No means are taken to have them specially expounded. 
district tribunal is assigned to consider the cLiims which grow 
out of them, to put an end to litigation legally, peacefully, on a 
la^t appeal, an.l through a Final decision which becomes a piece- 
dent ami fixes the loose sense of the text. All this is made the 
duty of everybo.ly, that is to say of those who are di.siwsed to 
charge thcmselvci with it- in other words, the active minority in 
council assemble.!. — Thus, in each town or village it is the local 
club which, by the aiithorisation of the legislator himself, becomes 
the champion, judge, interpreter and admini:itrjtor of the rights of 
man, and which, in thi; name of these supeiior rights, may protest 
or rebel, as it seems be:>t, not only against the iL-gillniate acts of legal 
powers, but also against the authentic text of the Constitution and 
the Law^. 

Consider, indeed, these rights as they are proclaimed, along 
wi.h the commentary of the haranguer who expounds them at 
the club before an audience of heated and daring spirits, or in the 
street to the nide and fanatical multitude. Every article in the 
Declaration is a dagger pointed at human society, and the handle 
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has only to be pressed to make the blade enter the flesh." Among 
" these natural and imprescriptible rights" the legislator has placed 
** resistance to oppression." We are oppressed : let us resist and 
take up arms. According to this legislator, " society has the right 
to bring every public agent of the Administration to account." 
Let us away to the H6tel-de-Ville, and interrogate our lukewarm 
or suspected magistrates, and watch their sessions to see if they 
prosecute priests and disarm the aristocrats ; let us stop their 
intrigues against the people; let us force these slow clerks to 
hasten their steps. — According to this legislator " all citizens have 
the right to take part in person, or through their representatives, 
in the formation of the law." There must thus be no more 
electors privileged by their payment of a three-franc tax, Down 
with the new aristocracy of active citizens ! Let us restore to the 
two millions of proletaires the right of suffrage, of which the Con- 
stitution has unjustly defrauded them ! — According to this legis- 
lator, " men are born and remain free, and equal in their rights.** 
Consequently, let no one be excluded from the National Guard ; 
let everybody, even the pauper, have some kind of weapon, a 
pike or gun, to defend his freedom ! — In the very terms of the 
Declaration "there is no longer hereditary right to any public 
office." Hereditary royalty is therefore illegitimate ; let us go to 
the Tuileries and overthrow the throne I In the very terms of 
the Declaration "the law is the expression of the universal 
will." Listen to these clamours in the open streets, to these 
petitions flowing in from the towns on all sides; behold the 
universal will, the living law which abolishes the written law! 
On the strength of this the leaders of a few clubs in Paris are 
to depose the King, to violate the Legislative Assembly and deci- 
mate the National Convention. — In other terms, the turbulent, 
factious minority is to supplant the sovereign nation, and hence- 
forth there is nothing to hinder it from doing what it pleases just 
when it pleases. The operation of the Constitution has given to 
it the reality of power, while the preamble of the Constitution 
clothes it with the semblance of right. 



^ Roax and Baches, xt. 237. (Speech by Iklalouet in relation to the revision, Angust 5, 
1791.) ** Yon constantly tempt Uie people with sovereignty without giving them tb« 
immediate use of it." 
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VI. 

Such is the work of the Constttnent Aatembly. In i 

its laws, especially those whidi relate to private interot^ in A 

i institutioD of dvil regulations, in the penal aad nual CMie^' i 

;i the first attempts at, and the promise of^ a nniionn caril ood^ r 

il the enanciation of a few umi^e regulations r^anding taxatioa 

\ procedure, and administration, it planted good seed. Bat in al 

I that relates to political ii.sctutions and social oiganizarioD il 

proceedings are those of an academy of Uto[Mans, and not those a 

practical legislators. — On tlw sick body intnuted to i^ it perfonne 

amputations which were as useless aa they were excesdve, an 

applied bandagesas inadequate as they were injorious, Vnihtbeea 

,| cepCioD c f two or three restrictioos admitted inadvertently, and tb 

maintenance of the show of royalty, also the obligation of i 

small electoral qualification, it carried out its principle to th 

i end, the ijrinciple of Rousseau. It deliberately refiised to conside 

man as he really was under its own eyes, and persisted in seanj 

j' nothing in him but the abstract being created in books. Conse 

quently, with the blindness and obstinacy characteristic of i 

speculative sui^eon, it destroye^l, in the sodety submitted to it: 

scalpel anil to its theories, not only the tumours, the enlargements 

and the inflamed parts of the organs, but also the organs them 

selves, and even the vital governing centres around which iht 

cells arrange themselves to recoinpose an injured oi^an. Thai 

is, the Assembly destroyed on the one hand the time-hoDomed, 

spontaneous, and lasting societies formed by gei^raphical position, 

history, common occupations and interests, and on the other, those 

: natural chiefs whose name, repute, education, independence, arKi 

i earnestness designated them as the best qualified to occupy big! 

, I position.^. In one direction it desjioils and permits the ruin 

. j and proscription of the superior class, the nobles, the memben 

j'i of Parliament, and the upper middle class. In another it dis 

,-'l possesses and breaks up all historic or natural corporations 

\\ religious congregations, clerical bodies, provinces, parliaments 

l]j societies of art and of all other professions and pursuits. Thv 

done, every tie or bond which holds men together is found to bi 

severed ; all subordination and every graduated scale of rani 

' Decnn of Scptnnbw ij— October 6, 1791 ; .^^cvunber iS-Octobcr 6, I7»t. 
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have disappeared. There is no longer rank and file, or com- 
mander-in-chief. Nothing remains but individual pari ides, 
twenty-six millions of equal and disconnected atoms. Never \ 
was so much disintegrated niatter, less capable of resistance, 
offered to hands undertaking to mould it. Harshness and violence 
will be suflicient to ensure success. These brutal hands arc ready 
for the work, and the Assembly which has reduced the material 
to powder has likewise provided the mortar and pestle. As 
awkward in destruction as it is in construction, it invents for the 
restoration of order in a society which is turned upside down a 
machine which would, of itself, create disorder in a tranquil society. 
The most absolute and most concentrated government would not 
be strong enough to effect without disturbance a similar equaliza- 
tion of ranks, the same dismemberment of associations, and the 
same displacement of property. No social transformation can 
be peacefully accomplished without a well-commanded army, 
obedient and everywhere present, as was the case in the emanci- 
pation of the Russian serfs by the Emperor Alexander. The new 
Constitution,^ on the contrary, reduces the King to the position 
of an honorary president, suspected and called in question by a 
disorganized State. Between him and the legislative body it 
inter]K)ses nothing but sources of conflict, and sup])resses all 
means of concord. The monarch has no hold whatever on the 
administrative departments which he must direct ; and the mutual 
intlependence of the powers, from the centre to the extremities of 
the State, everywhere produces indifference, negligence, and d s- 
obedience between the injunctions issued and their execution. y 
France is a federation of forty thousand municipal sovereignties, |t^ 
in which the authority of legal magistrates varies according to the! 
caprice of active citizens; in which active citizens, overtasked, 
avoid the performance of public duty; in which a minority of 



* Impartial contemporaries, those well qualified to judge, agree as to the absurdity of tiie 
Constitutinn. 

" llie Constitution was a veritable monster. There was too much of monarchy in it for 
a republic, and too much of a repu'.ilic for a monarchy. The King was a side-dish, 
un hort tTaeuvrt^ everywhere present in appearance but without any actual power." 
(Dumont, 339.) 

" It is a general and almost universal conviction that this Constitution is inezecutabl& 
The makers of it to a man condemn it.'* (G. Morris, September jo^ 1791*) 

"Every day proves more clearly that their new Constitution is good for nothing.'* 
{/hid., December 27, 1791.) 

Cf. the sensible and piophetic speech made by Malouci (August 5, 1791, Koux and Uochei, 
si.2j7). 
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fanatics and of the ambitious OMmopolisEe all oqgum of oommi 
cation, all influence, all rights of suffrage^ all power and jdl acd 
and sanction their multiplied usurpations, their unbridled deq 
ism, their increasing encroachments by die Dedaimtion of i 
Rights of Man. The masterpiece of ideal afastnctioDS and 
practical absurdities b perfected ; spontaneous nnaichy, by mo 
of the Constitution, becomes l^alised anardiy. The latta 
more perfect ; nothing finer of the kind has been aeen since i 
ninth centuiy. 



BOOK III. 
Wbt Appltcatton of i\n (iDonsttitttion. 



CHAPTER I. 

I. The Federations. — Popular application of philosophic theory. — Idyllic 
celebration of the Contrat-Social. — Two phases of human volition. — Perma- 
nent disorder. — II. Independence of the rounid^lities. — ^The causes of their 
initiative. — Sentimeiii ot' cfanger.— Issy-rEv£que in 1789. — Exalted pride.—- 
Brittany in 1790. — U.iurpations of the municipalities. — Cnpture of the citadels. 
—Violence increased against their commanders. — Stoppage of convoys.— 
Powerlessness jof the Directories and of the ministers. — Marseilles in 1790.— 
III. independent Assemblies.— Why they took the initiative. — ^The people 
in council. — Powerlessness of the municipalities. — ^The violence to which 
they are subject. — ^Aiz in 1790. — Government disobeyed and perverted every* 
where. 

If there ever was an Utopia which seemed capable of realisa* 
tion, or, what is still more to the purpose, was really applied, 
converted into a fact, fiiUy established, it is that of Rousseau, in 
1789 and during the three following years. For, not only are his 
principles embodied in the laws, and the Constitution throughout 
animated with his spirit, but it seems as if the nation looked upon 
his ideological gambols, his abstract fiction, as serious. Thisi 
fiction it carried out in every particular. A social contract, at \ 
once spontaneous and practical, an immense gathering of men 
associating together freely for the first tune for the recognition of 
their respective rights, forming a specific compact, and binding 
themselves by a solemn oath : such is the social recipe prescribed 
by the philosophers, and which is carried out to the letter. More- 
over, as this recipe is esteemed infallible, the imagination is 
worked upon and the sensibilities of the day are brought into 
play. It is admitted that men, on again becoming equals, have 
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Tte jMliko and ttn^nsm^ concord <i 
( « to rrvin dte goUen Age on 
}f, to n^nl the social contrscl h 
a festnslr aa iftiitinfc iriiSMe idyL m viiich, frooi one cck) o4' 
Ttsatx to the octier. al. haad la tnad, ifaonM xssemble and swvu 
to tbc nnt coat pact, wiA aeo^ widi dance, vitli tears of jof, >idi 
sbotfs of i^Mfa-irw. tlic wmfcf bq^inn^ of public felicity. tVith 
VEVUBOVS a^nt. isdccd, the 'iaj\ is pcrfbnned as if accoriling 

Od tbe >9A at Novoaber. 1789. at Eloil^ wmt Vakno^ Ac 
fcdentkni b^aa.* T«clic Aoaawd IbtioMd Gnndi. bom dte 

two banks of tbe Rhone, pvcaane ** to mam far ever «AaI,lo 
Bsoie tbe aciibtiaa of gian, aad to muntiia tbe btw» pamrj 
by tbe Natioml Asscmfalj'.' On Ac 13A of December, at BConh 
fiiruait, six tboBsand lo^i, tibe R|aesentati*o of twenfy-cewa 
tboosuid oibcr laen, lake a sindar oadi and confederate !&£»• 
selves with the fcrcgoing. — Upon this tbe exatemcnt qireids 
frtMn moalb to moolh and from pnnrince to pionncc. Fourteen 
towm of tbe bailivicks of Francbc-Comt^ ibnn a patriotic league: 
At Ponthrjr, Brittany entcn into federal relations wiib Anjoo. 
One tboaand Natiooal Goards of Vi^arais and langneiloc send 
their deletes to Voutt. Forty-eight tiboasand in tbe Vosgcs 
seitd their depntics to EpinaL During Febraaiy, Ifardi, April, 
and Mar, 1790. in Alsace, Champagne, Danphioy, Orldan^ 
Touraine, Lf onnus, and Provence, iberc b the same spcctaidc. 
At Dragn^nan e^t thousand National Goatds take the oath in 
the piesence of twenty thousand spectators. At Lyons fifty thoo- 
sand men, delegates of more than five bnodred thousand others, 
take the dvic oath. — But local onions are not sufficient to oom- 
plete die organization of France ; a general union of all French- 
men most take places Hany of the various National Goards have 
already written to Paris f<H' the purpose of affiliating themselves 
with the National Guard tbore ; and, on the 5ih of June, the 
Parisian monidpal body having proposed it, the Assembly decrees 
tbe univasal f<detation. It is to take place on the 14th of July, 

H of P»i>, JoM 5. tTgOi " Lc< ti» wnt t(McUi« at 
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everywhere on the same day, both at the centre and at the ex- 
tremities of the kingdom. There is to be one in the principal 
town of each district and of each department, and one at the 
ca[)ital. To the latter, each body of National Guards is to send 
deputies in the proportion of one man to every two hundred ; and 
each regiment one officer, one non-commissioned officer, and four 
privates. Fourteen thousand representatives of the National Guard 
of the provinces appear on the Champ de Mars, the theatre of the 
festival ; also eleven to twelve thousand representatives of the land 
and marine forces, besides the National Guard of Paris, and sixty 
thousand spectators on the surrounding slopes, with a still greater 
crowd on the heights of Chaillot and of Passy. All rise to their 
feet and swear fidelity to the nation, to the law, to the King and 
to the new Constitution. When the report of the cannon is 
heard which announces the taking of the oath, those of the 
Parisians who have remained at home, men, women, and children, 
raise their hands in the direction of the Champ de Mars and 
likewise make their affirmation. In every princi^jal town of every 
district, dei)artment, and commune in France there is the same 
oath on the same day. Never was there a more perfect social 
compact heard of. Here, for the first time in the world, every- 
body beholds a veritable legitimate society, for it is founded on 
free pledges, on solemn stipulations, and on actual consent. 
They possess the authentic act and the dated official report of it. 
There is still something more — the time and the occasion 
betoken a union of all hearts. The barriers which have hitherto 
separated men from each other are all removed and without 
effort Provincial antagonisms are now to cease : the confederates 
of Brittany and Anjou write that they no longer desire to be 
Angevins and Bretons, but simply Frenchmen. All religious dis- 
cords are to come to an end : at Saint-Jean-du-Gard, near Alais, 
the Catholic cur^ and the Protestant pastor embrace each other 
at the altar \ the pastor occupies the best seat in the church, and 
at the Protestant meeting-house the cur^ has the place of honour, 
and listens to the sermon of the pastor.^ Distinctions of rank and 
condition will no longer exist ; at Saint- And^ol " the honour of 
taking the oath in the nattie of the people is conferred on two old 
men, one ninety-three and the other ninety-tour years of age, one 

' Micluflct, " iitstoire dc la R^t-olution . ran^ ai«e,*' ii. 470, 474. 
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a nolile and a coload of tbe NatkMud Guild, and the oilier a 
siinf jIc psasauit.** At Parisy two handred thousand petsou of al 
conditions, ages, and seie^ officers and soldiei% monks and 
actors, school-hoys and masimj dandies and raganmffina^ d^gnt 
ladies and fishwomen, voriunen of eveiy class and tbe peaasnts 
from the vidnitr, all flocked to die Champ de BCan to dig the 
earth which was not ready, and m a week, tnmdiiog iriieci- 
barrows and handling the |Nck«aze as equab and comrades^ aD 
voluntarily yoked in the same senrioe, converted a flat snifiice into 
a valley between two hills.— At Strasbooig, General LuGkner, 
commander-in-chier, wmked a whole afternoon in hn shirt-sleeves 
just like the commonest labourer. The confederates are fed^ 
housed, and have their expenses paid everywhere on all the roadiL 
At Paris the publicans and keepers of lumished houses lower their 
prices of their own accord, and do not think of robt^ng their new 
guests. ** The districts,* moreover, ** feast the provincials to their 
heart's content* There are meals every day for from twelve to 
fifteen hundred people.* Provincials and Parisians, soldiers 
and bourgeois, seated and mingled together, drink each other's 
health and embrace. The soldiers, especially, and the inferior 
officers are surrounded, welcomed, and r^aled to such an extent 
that they lose their heads; their health, and more besides. One 
" old trooper, who had been over fifty years in the service, died 
on the way home, used up with cordials and excess of pleasure." 
In short, the joy is excessive, as it should be on the great day 
when the wish of an entire century is accomplished. — Behold 
ideal felicity, as displayed in the books and illustrations of the 
time I The natural man buried underneath an artificial civilisation 
is disinterred, and again appears as in early days, as in Otaheite, 
as in philosophic and literary pastorals, as in bucolic and mytho* 
logical operas, confiding, affectionate, and happy. " The sight of 
all these beings again restored to the sweet sentiments of primi- 
tive brotherhood is an exquisite delight almost too great for the 
soul to support,"* and the Frenchman, more light-hearted and far 
more childlike than he is to-day, gives himself up unrestrainedly 
to his social, sympathetic, and generous instincts. 
Whatever the imagination of the day offers him to increase 



I De Ferri^res, ii. 91.— Albert Rabcau, i. 340. (Letter addressed to the Chevalier de 
Potent. July 18, 1790.}— De Dammartin, " £vcnements qai tesont pass6s sous mes yeax,'* 
ac.. i. 155. 
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his emotion, all the classical, rhetorical, and dramatic material at 
his command, are emi)loyed for the embellishment of his festival. 
Already wildly enthusiastic, he is anxious to increase his enthu- 
siasm. — At Lyons, the fifty thousand confederates from the south 
range themselves in line of battle around an artificial rock, fifty 
feet high, covered with shrubs, and surmounted by a Temple of 
Concord in which stands a huge statue of Liberty ; the steps of 
the rock are decked with flags, and a solemn mass precedes the 
administration of the oath. — At Paris, an altar dedicated to the 
country is erected in the middle of the Champ de Mars, which is 
transformed into a colossal circus. The regular troops and the 
federations of the departments stand in position around it, the 
King being in front with the Queen and the dauphin, while near 
them are the princes and princesses in a gallery, and the members 
of the National Assembly in an amphitheatre; two hundred 
priests, draped in their albs and with tricoloured belts, officiate 
around the Bishop of Autun ; three hundred drums and twelve 
hundred musicians all play at once ; forty pieces of cannon are 
discharged at one volley, and four hundred thousand cheers go 
up as if from one throat Never was such an effort made to 
iiitoxicate the senses and strain the nerves beyond their powers 
of endurance! — The moral machine is made to vibrate to the 
same and even to a greater extent. For more than a year past, 
harangues, proclamations, addresses, newspapers and events have 
daily added one degree more to the pressure. On this occasion, 
thousands of speeches, multiplied by myriads of newspapers, carry 
the enthusiasm to the highest pitch. Declamation foams and 
rolls along in a steady stream of rhetoric everywhere throughout 
France. In this state of excitement the difference between mag- 
niloquence and sincerity, between the false and the true, between 
show and substance, is no longer distinguishable. The Federa- 
tion becomes an opera which is seriously played in the open 
street— children have parts assigned them in it ; it occurs to no 
one that they are puppets, and that the words taken for an 
expression of the heart are simply memoriter speeches that have 
been put into their mouths. At Besan9on, on the return of the 
confederates, hundreds of "youthful citizens" from twelve to 
fourteen years of age,* in the national uniform, " with sword in 

^ Saasay, i. aoa. 



tit THE REVOLUTION. 

hand,** march up to the standard of Liberty* Three little prii 
from eleven to thirteen years old and two little boys of nmeyean 
each i)ronounce " a discourse f..li of fire and breathii^ notfaiq 
but patriotism ;" after which, a young laily of foiutecn, ntisiiig he 
voice and pointing to the flag, harangues in turn the crowdy dM 
deputies, the National Guard, the mayor, and the commaiider oi 
the troops, the scene ending with a balL This is the untveiwil 
finale — men and women, children and adults, common peopk 
and men of the v orld, chiefii and subordinates, all, ever>'whete, 
fridk about as in the last act of a pastoral drama. At Farii^ 
writes an eye-witness, " I saw chevaliers ot* Saint-Louis and chap- 
lains dancing in the street with people belonging to their depait- 
ment."' At the Champ de Mars, on the day of the Federation, 
notwithstanding that rain was Hailing in torrents, '* the first arrivals 
began to dance, and those who came after them, joining in, formed 
a circle uhich soon spread over a portion of the Champ de Mars. 
• . . Three hundred thousand spectators kept time with their 
hands.'* On the following days dancing is kept up on the 
Champ de Mars and in the streets, and there is drinking and 
carousing ; " there was a ball with refreshments at the Com- 
Exchange, and on the site of the Bastille." — At Tours, where 
fiity-two detachments from the neighbouring provinces are col- 
lected, about four o'clock in the afternoon,' through an irresistible 
outburst of insane gaiety, "the officers, inferior officers, and 
soldiers, pell-mell, race through the streets, some with sabre in 
hand and others dancing and shouting ' Vive le Roi ! ' ' Vive la 
Nation ! ' flinging up their hats and compelling every one they 
met to join in the dance. One of the canons of the cathedral, 
who happens to be passing quietly along, has a grenadier's cap 
put on his head/' and is dragged into the circle, and after him 
two monks ; ** they are often embraced," and then allowed to 
deparL The cirriages of the mayor and the Marquise de Mont- 
ausier arrive ; people mount up behind, get inside, and seat 
themselves in front, as many as can find room, and lorcc the 
coachmen to parade through the principal streets in this fashion. 
Tiiere is no malice in it, nothing but sport and the oveiflow of 
spirits. *' Nobody was maltreated or insulted, although almost 
every one was drunk.** — Nevertheless, there is one bad symptom : 

• Alhcrt n.nlieau. tbiJ. i yyr^. — ' e FiTriftns, ii. ^. 

* " Archi\x!S Nationales," U. 145J, Curiespondeiiie of M. de Kcrcliency, V^y aj^ ITQO. 
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the soldiers of the Anjou regiment leave their barracks the 
1 olio wing day and " pass the whole night abroad, no one being 
able to hinder them." And there is another of still graver 
aspect ; at Orlears, after the companies of the National Militia 
had danced on the square in the evening, " a large number of 
volunteers marched in procession through the town with drums, 
shouting out with all their might that the aristocracy must be 
destroyed, and that priests and aristocrats should be strung up to 
the lantern." They enter a suspected coffee-house, drive out the 
inmates with insults, lay hands on a gentleman who is suj^posed 
not to have cried out as correctly and as lustily as themselves, and 
come near hanging him.* — Such is the fruit of the susceptibility 
and philosophy of the eighteenth century. Men believed that, 
for the organization of a perfect society and the permanent 
ebtabli.ihment of freedom, justice, and happiness on earth, an 
inspiration of sentiment and an act of the w ill would suffice. The 
inspiration has come and the act is fulfilled ; the transports and 
the ravishment have been experienced, and minds have been 
wrought up to the highest pitch of excitement. Now comes the 
reaction, when they have to fall back upon themselves. The 
effort has succeeded in accomplishing all that it could accomplish, 
namely, a deluge of effusions a:id phrases, a verbal and not a real 
contract, ostentatious fraternty skin-deep, a well-meaning mas- 
querade, an ebullition of feeling evaporating through its own * 
pageantry — in short, an agreeable carnival of a day's duration. 

The reason is that in the human will there are two strata, one 
superficial, of which men are conscious, the other deep down, of 
which they are unconscious ; the former unstable and vacillating 
like shifting sand, the latter stable and fixed like a solid rock, to 
which their caprices and agitations never descend. The latter 
alone determines the general inclination of the soil, the main 
current of human activity necessarily following the bent thus 
prepared for it. — Certainly embraces have been interchanged and 
oaths have been taken ; but after, as before the ceremony, men 



» •* Archives Nationales/' ibid. May 13, 1790- " M. de la Rifaudiirc wa« dragged from 
hit carriage and brcaght to the guard-house, which was immediately filled with people, 
shouting, • To the lantern, the aristocrat ! '—The fact is this : after his having repeatedly 
shouted Vive le Roi et la Nation I they wanted him to shout Vive la Nation ! alone, upon 
which he gave Vive la Nation tnnt qWell- ponrra.^^—kt Klois, on the day of the Federa- 
tion, A mob promenade • the strrcta with a wooden head covered with a wig, and a placard 
stating that the aristocrats cust be dec .pttated. 
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are just what many centories <X admioisMtin I 

century of political literature have made tium. Tbtfr %wM 

and presumption, their prejudices, hatreds^ and '**'*"—*^ I 

inveterate intellectual and emotiona) habiti ue i 
They are human, and their atCMnachi need to be fiBcd dailf. 
They have imagination, and, if tfread be acarcei tb^ fear ttnl tatsj 
may not get enough of it. They prefer to keq> thcv moncf 
raiher than to give it away. For this reason they spurn die dain* 
which the State and individuals have upon them as much as 
possible. They avoid paying their debts. They wQlii^j 1^ 
their hands on public property which is badly {wotected ; fiDally, 
they are disposed to regard gendarmes and pr(q>Tieton as banefiit 
and all the more so because this has been repeated to them ova 
and over again, day after day, tor a whole year, — On tiie other 
hand there is no change in the situation of tlungs. They aie 
ever living in a disorganized community, under an impracticable 
constitution, the passions which sap public order being only the 
more stimulated by the semblance of fraternity under which they 
' seemed to be allayed. Men cannot be persuaded withimpunity that 
the millennium has come, for they will want to enjoy it immediately, 
and will tolerate no deception practised on their expectatiotis. In 
this violent state, due to unbounded hopes, ever]' prompting of theic 
will seems legitimate, and all opinions are stamped with certainty. 
They are no longer capable of self-distrust and self-restraint In 
their brain, overflowing with emotions and enthusiasm, theie is no 
room but for one intense, absorbing, fixed idea. Each is con6dait 
and over-coniident in his own opinion ; all become impassioned, 
imperious, and intractable. Having assumed that all obstacles are 
taken out of the way, they grow indignant at each obstacle they 
actually encounter. Whatever it may be, they shatter it on the iiw 
slant, and their over-excited imaginationclothes with the fine name 
of [patriotism their natural appetite for despotism and usurpation. 
France, accordingly, in the three years which follow the taking 
cf the Bastille, presents a strange spectacle. Everywhere there 
is ])hilant!irupy in words and symmetry in the laws ; everywhere 
there is violence in acts and disorder in all things. Afar, is the 
reign of philosophy \ at hand is the chaos of the Carlovingian 
era. " Foreigners," remarks an observer,' "are not aware that, 

I Mtrcuri de Fnaui, Ibc aniclcitor MiUct-Oupan Oubb ilUi "d Aacmt Id, 17911 
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with a great extension of political rights, the liberty of the incH- 
vidual is in law reduced to nothing, while in practice it is subject 
to the caprice of sixty thousand constitutional assemblies ; that 
no citizen enjoys any protection against the annoyances of these 
popular assemblies ; that, according to the opinions which they 
entertaii) of persons and things, they act in one place in one way 
and in another place in another way. Here, a department, 
acting for itself and without referring elsewhere, puts an embargo 
on vessels, while there another orders the expulsion of a military 
detachment essential for the security of places devastated by 
ruffians ; and the minister, who responds to the demands of those 
interested, replies : * Such are the orders of the department,^ Else- 
where are administrative bodies which, the moment the Assembly 
decrees relief of consciences and the freedom of nonjuring 
priests, order the latter out of their homes within twenty-four 
hours. Always in advance of or lagging behind the laws ; alter- 
nately bold and pusillanimous ; daring all things when seconded 
by public license, and daring nothing to repress it ; eager to abuse 
their momentary authority against the weak in order to acquire 
titles to popularity in the future ; incapable of maintaining order 
except at the expense of public safety and tranquillity ; entangled 
in the reins of their new and complex administration, adding the 
fury of passion to incapacity and inexperience ; — such are, for 
the most part, the men sprung from nothing, void of ideas and 
drunk with pretension, on whom now rests responsibility for 
public powers and resources, the interest of security, and the 
foundations of the might of government. In all sections of the 
empire, in every branch of the administration, in every report, we 
detect the confusion of authorities, the uncertainty of obedience, 
the dissolution of all restraints, the absence of all resources, the 
deplorable complication of enervated springs, without one of the 
means of real power, and, for their sole support, laws which, in 
supposing France to be peopled with men without vices or 
passions, abandon humanity to its primitive state of independ- 
ence." A few months after this, in the b^inning of 1792, 
Malouet sums up all in one phrase: ''It is the Government 
of Algiers without the Dey." 
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II. 
I Things PouM nol work otherwise. For, before the 6th of 
^October, and the King's capiivily in Paris, [he Government had 
lalreaily been destroye^i. Now, ihrougli ihe succt-ssive decrees of 
{the Assembly, it is legally done away with, ai>d each kwal group ' 
■is left to itself. — The intendants have fled, mQitaiy coannandeni 
.are not obeyed, the bailiwicks dare hold no courU; the pu&- 
ments are suspended, and leven months elapse before tbe distiict 
and department administrations are elected, a year before 'Ae 
new judgeships are instituted, while afterwards, as well as befix^ 
'ijl the real ]X>wer is in Ihe hands of the commune. — Tbe c(»iunnne 

'v\ must arm itself, appoint its own chiefs, provide its own sapplie^ ' 

protect itself against brigands, and feed its own poor. It bis to 
sell its national property, install the constitutiona] curt, and 
accomplish the transforma ion by which an old society takes the 
place of a new society, amidst so many eager passions and so 
many injured interests. It alone has to ward off the perpetual 
or constantly reviving dangers which assail it or which it imagines. 
These are great, and it exaggerates them. It is inexperienced 
anil alarmed. It is not surprising that, in the exercise t£ its 
extemporised power, it should pass beyond its natural or legal 
limit, and without being aware of it, overstep the n etaphysical 
line which the Constitution defines between its rights and the rights 
of the State. Neither hunger, fear, rage, nor .iny of the popular 
passions can wait ; there is no time to refer to Paris. Action is 
necessary, immediate action, and, with the means at hand, they 
mu:<t save themselves as nell as ttiey can. This or that mayor of 
a village is soon to find himself a general and a legislator. Iliis 
i| , or that petty town is to give iUelf a charter like Laon or Vezelay 

in the twehth century, "On the 6ih of October, 1789,' near 
Autun, the market-town of Issy I'Eveque declares itsell an in<Ie- 
■.jl pendent State. The parish assembly is convokeil by the cur^, 

Ij j] M. Carion, who is appointed member of the administrative com- 

:' 1 1 mittee and of the new military staff. In full session he secures 

iji[j the adoption of a complete co<le, political, judiciary, penal and 

III military, consisting of sixty articles. Nothing is overlooked; we 

™* find ordinances concerning "the town police, the laying out of 



CHAP. L THE APPLICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 227 

I 
streets and public squares, the repair of pnsons, the road taxes 

and price of grain, the administration of justice, fines, confisca- 
tions, and the d et of the National Guards/' He is a provincial 
Solon, zealous for the ])ublic weal, and a man of executive power. 
He expounds his ordinances from the pul|>it, and threatens the 
refractory. He passes decrees and renders judgments in the 
town -hall : outside the town limits, at the head of the National 
Guard, sabre in hand, he will enforce his own decisions. He 
causes it to be decided that, on the written order of the com- 
mittee, every citizen may be imprisoned. He imposes and 
collects octrois; he has boundary walls thrown down ; he goes in 
person to the houses of ailtivators and makes requisitions for 
grain ; he seizes the convoys which have not deposite I their quota 
in his own richly stored granaries. One day, preceded by a 
drummr r, he marches outside the walls makes proclamation of 
" his agrarian laws," and proceeds at once to the partition of the 
territory, and, by virtue of 'he ancient communal or curial riglit, 
to assign to hiniself a portion of it. All this is done in public 
and conscientiously, the notary and the scrivener being called in 
to draw up the official record of his acts ; he is satisfied that 
human society has come to an end, and that each local group has 
the right to begin over again and apply in its own way the Con-' 
stitution which it has accorded to itself without reference to 
anybody else. — This man, undoubtedly, talks too loudly, and pro- 
ceeds too quickly; and first the bailiwick, next the Chatelet, and 
afterwards the National Assembly temporarily put a stop to his 
proceedings ; but his principle is a popular one, and the forty 
thousand communes of France are about to act like so many 
distinct republics, under the s* ntimental and constantly more 
powerless reprimands of the central authority. 

Exciteil and invigorated by a new sentiment, men now abandon 
themselves to the proud consciousness of their own power and 
independence. Nowhere is greater satisfaction found than among t 
the new local chiefs, the municipal officers and commanders of 
the National Guard, for never before has such supreme authority 
and such great dignity fallen upon men previously so submissive 
and so insignificant. Formerly the subordinates of an intendant 
or 'subdelegate, appointed, maintained, and ill-used by him, kept 
al(K)f from transactions of any importance, unable to defend 
themselves except by humble protestations against the aggravar 

Q a 
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tions of taxalion, concerned with precedences and the conflicts oj 

etiquette,' plain townspeojile ur ]>easanls who never dreamt q| 

interferiiig in military matters, lieneefonli become sovereigns i^ 

all miliuty and civil affaire. This or that mayor or syndic of^ 

little town or parisli, a petty bourgeois or villager in a blous^ 

whom the intemlant or military commander could iinpriiion a^ 

will, now orders a gentleman, a captain of dragoons, to maidi or 

stand still, and the captain stands still or marches at his ciHniiiaDiL 

On this same bourgeois or villager depends tbe lafe^ of the 

neighbouring chateau, of the large land-owner and his (sniily, of 

the prelate, and of all the prominent personages of the district 

■? In order that they may be out of harm's way he nmst protect 

>]j them; they «itl be pillaged if, in case of insutrectioii, he does 

\\, not send troops and the National Guard to their ^^-'fl^nT It 

||f' is he who, with his communal couiid], fixes their Tate of taK* 

\t ation as he pleases. It is he who, grantii^ or refiising a pas»- 

'* port, obliges them to stay at home or allows them to depart. It 

I is he who, lending or refusing public force to the coilectioa of 

"i their rents, gives them or deprives them of the means <rf livii^ 

X\ He accordingly ru'es, and on the sole condition of ruling aocord- 

\ I ing to the wishes of his equals, the vociferous multitude the 

I' restless, dominant mob which has elected hiiru — In the towns^ 

es|>ecially, and notably in the large towns, the contrast between 

what he was and what he is is immense, since to the plenitude 

^ of his power is added the extent of his jurisdiction. Judge of die 

efTect on his brain in cities like those of Marseilles, Bordeaua, 

Nantes, Rouen and Lyons, where he holds in his hand the lives 

' and prop«ty of eighty or a hundred thousand men. And Ae 

iuore as, amid the municipal officers of the towns, three-quarteis 
of them, procurmn or advocates, are imbued with the new dogmas, 
*•: and are persuaded that in themselves alone, the directly elected of 

ii the people, is vested all legitimate authority. Bewildered b^ 

Jj: thdr recent elevation, distrustful as parvenus, in revolt against 

I*' ■ " Archnr* Nalioiulci," KK, iio5,Co(TcipandeDcei>fU.de 1 hUrd. nilituj ca 

;j| P0«en.lhey>nlii;^w/,thalHnrg»iiBiIitia,andIhepeRnan«iIcoinBiuee. Euhii 

to tike precedence of Ihe otber. ud, qo Uiiioccuinn, >Kaieh*ppen«lt»cii 
9jm It LuidJvisiiu «bidi mi(lit hiR hitd a bloody Uniiiiutian. bot i ~ 
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all andent or rival powers, they are additionally alarmed by their 
imagination and ignorance, their minds being vaguely disturbed by 
the contrast between their role in the past and their present role ; 
anxious on account of the State, anxious on their own account, 
they find no security but in usurpations. The municipalities, on 
the strength of the reports which emanate from the coffee-houses, 
decide that the ministry are traitors. With an obstinacy of con- 
viction and a boldness of presumption alike extraordinary, they 
believe that they have the right to act without and against their 
orders, and against the orders of the National Assembly itself, as 
if, in the now disintegrated France, each municipality constituted 
the nation. 

Thus, if the armed force of the country is now ol)edient to any- 
body, it is to them and to them alone, and not only the National 
Guard, but also the regular troops which, placeil under the orders 
of municipalities by a decree of the National Assembly,' will 
comply with no other. Military commanders in the provinces, 
after September, ^ 7 8 7; declare themselves powerless; when they H^^^ 
andlHe"murticipaltly give orders, it is only those of the municipality 
which the troops recognise. "However pressing may be the 
necessity for moving the troops where their presence is required, 
they are stopped by the resistance of the village committee."* 
" Without any reasonable motive," writes the commander of the 
forces in Brittany, " Vannes and Auray made opposition to the 
detachment which I thought it prudent to send to Belle-Ile, to 
replace another one. . . . The Government cannot move without 
encountering obstacles. . . . The Minister of War no longer has 
the direction of the army. ... No orders are executed. . . • 
Every one wants to command, and no one to obey. . . . How 
could the King, the Government, or the Minister of War send 
troops where they are wanted if the towns believe that they have 
the right to countermand the orders given to the regiments and 
change- their destination?" — And it is still worse, for, **on the 
false supposition of brigands and conspiracies which do not exist,' 
the towns and villages make demands on me for arms and even 
cannon. . . . The whole of Brittany will soon be in a frightful 

1 Dfcree of August 10—14, 1789. 

* "Archives Nationales," KK, 1105. Correspondence of \T. de Thiard, September 11, 
lyPq. " The troops now obey the municipalities only." Also July 30th, August 11, 179**» 

•■* " An hives National**," KK, 1105. Correspondence of M. de Hiiard, S<q?lember IS 
an J >5, November 20, Dcccmlei 25 and 30, 1789. 
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belligerent stale on this account, for, having no real enemies, thej 

will turn their arms against each otlier." — Tliis is o( no consc- 

ij quence. 'i'he panic is an " epidcniic." People are determined 

to believe in " briganils and enemies.'' At Nantes, the aiserti"" 

I is constantly re[><;aled that t jc Sjjaniards are going to land, lli 

the French regimeuU are going to make an attack, Uut an anoj 
of brigands is a])proacliing, that tlte castle is tfareateocd, diat it is 
tbrcatening, and that it contains too many engines of war. The 
h commandant of the province writes in vain to the majrw to re- 

r assure him, and to cx{ilain to him that " the municipslitjr, bei^ 

iH master of the chateau, is likewise master of its magazine. Why 

'i then should it entertain lear about that iriiich is in its vn 

j^ possession? Why should any surprise be nunifested at «) 

|i! arsenal containing arms and gunpowder?" — Nothing is Ot any' 

if effect. The chateau is invaded ; two hundred workmen set to 

1^ work to demolish the fort.Acations ; they listen only to their fears, 

and cannot exercise too great precaution. Howevn inoffensive 
j: the citailels may be, they are held to be dangerous ; however ac- 

commodating the commanders may be, they are r^arded with 
suspicion. The people chafe against the bridle, relaxed and slack 
OS it is : it Is broken and ca^t aside, that it may not be used again 
when occasion requires. Each munici|Kil body, each company of 
the National Guard, wants to reign on its own plot of ground out 
of the way of any foreign control ; and this is what is called liberty. 
Its advers.iiy, tlierefore, is the central power; this must be dis- 
armed for fear that it may interj>ose, and, on all ^des, with a sure 
and persistent instinct, through the ca,)ture of fortresses, the 
pillage of arsenals, the seduction of the soldiery, and the expul- 
sion of generals, the municipality ensures its omnipotence by 
guaranteeing itself beforehand against all repression. 
, At Brest the municipal authorities insist that a naval officer 
shall be surrendered to tlie people, and on the refusal of the 
King's lieutenant to give him up, the permanent committee orders 
the National Guard to load its guns.' At Nantes the municipal 
hotly refuses to recognise M. d'Hervilly, sent to take command <rf 
a camp, and the towns of the province write to declare that they 

> Rou and BacluTt. t. y\ {April. i;9>).~" An^hivn NiUoiiiIm,'' Pupsn of tin Cd«- 
DiUeaaf Innttication, DXXIX. I (nots of VI. Latcur-du-Pin, Octotier 18, ijS^l.— Rwu 
ad BbcIiu, it. j (Dacsmtwr i, 17(9) ; v- »o |Fd>iuair, (790) ; vl. 179 (April ud M*j-, 
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will suffer no other than the federated troops on their territory. 
At Lille the permanent committee insists that the military autho- 
rities shall place ihc keys of the town in its keeping every even- 
ing, and, a few months after this, the National Guard, joined by 
mutinous soldiers, seize the citadel and the person of Livarot, 
its commander. At Toulon the commander of the arsenal, M. de 
Rioms, and several naval officers, are put in the dungeon. At 
Montpellier the citadel is surprised, and the club writes to the 
National Assembly to demand its demolition. At Valence, the 
commandant, M. de Voisin, on taking measures of defence, is 
massacred, and henceforth the municipality issues all orders to the 
garrison. At Bastia, Colonel de Rully falls under a shower of 
bullets, and the National Gunrd takes possession of the citadel 
and the powder magazine. These are not passing outbursts : at 
the end of two years the same insubordinate spirit is apparent 
everywhere.' In vain do the commissioners of the National 
Assembly seek to transfer the Nassau regiment from Metz. Sedan 
refuses to receive it ; while Thionville declares that, if it comes, 
she will blow up the bridges, and Sarrelouis threatens, if it 
approaches, that it will open iire on it. At Caen neither the 
municipality nor the directory dares enforce the law which assigns 
the castle to the troops of the line ; the National Guard refuses 
to leave it, and forbids the director of the artillery to inspect the 
munitions. — In this state of things a Govtrnment subsists in name 
but not in fact, for it no longer possesses the means of enforcing 
obedience. Each commune arrogates to itself the right of sus« 
pending or preventing the execution of the simplest and most 
urgent orders. Arnay-le-Duc, in spite of passports and legal in- 
junctions, persists in retaining Afesdames; Arcis-sur-Aube retains 
Necker, and Montigny is about to retain M. Caillard, Ambas- 
sador of France.' — In the month of June, 17 91, a convoy of 
I eighty thousand crowns of six Hvres sets out from Paris for 
Switzerland ; this is a repayment by the French Government to 
that of Soleure ; the date of payment is fixed, the itinerary marked 
out ; all the necessary documents are provided ; it is important 
that it should arrive on the day when the bill falls due. But tliey 

* MercMrt de France^ K' port of M. Emery, sitting of July 21, 1790, Nuraber for July 31. 
— " Archives Nationales/' F. 7, 3200. Letter of the directory of Calvados, September 26 
and October 20, 1791. 

' " ArcbivKs Nationales," F. 7, 3207. Letter of tbe minister Dumourics, June 15, 1793. 
Report of M. Caillard, May 29, 1792. 
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have counted witlioui the municipalities and the Nntiona) Guai 
Arrested at Bar-sur-Aube, it is only at the end or a month, and ari 
a decree of the National Assembly, that the convoy can rcsiiinj 
its march. At Beifort it is seized again, anil it still remains then 
in the mondi of November. In vain has the directory of the 
Bfts-Rhin ordered its release; the Bcirort municipality paid no 
attention to the onler. In vain ihe same directory dispatches a 
commissioner, who is near being cut to pieces. The perS'inaJ 
interference of General Luckner, with the strnng arm, is necessary, 
before the convoy can jjass the frontier, after five months of 
delay.' In the month of July, 1791. b French vcsad on the wqr 
from Rouen to Caudebec, said to be loaded with fc^s of gold awl 
silver, is slopped. Oq the examination being made, it has « right 
to leave ; its papers are all correct, and the ilepaitnoeot enjoiox 
the district to respect the law. The district, however, re|dies 
that it is impossible, for " all the municipalities (Hi the banlu ^ 
the Seine have armed and arc awaiting the passing of the vessel,' 
and the National Assembly itself is obliged to pass a decree that 
the vessel shall be discharged. 

If the rebellion of the small communes is erf' this stamp, what 
must be that of the larger ones?* 'Hie departments and districis 
summon the municipality in vain ; it disobeys or pays no attention 
to the sunim')ns. '' Since the session b^an," writes the Uirectot7 
of Sudne-et- Loire, " the municipality of Ala^on has taken no step 
in relation to us wh ch has not been an encroachment ; it has not 
uttered a wor.l which has not been an insult ; it has not entered 
u|)on a deliberation which has not been an outrage." " If the 
regiment of Aunis is not ordered here immediately," writes the 
directory of Calvados, ■' if prompt and efficient measures are not 
taken to provide us with an armed force, we shall abandon a post 
which we are prevented from holding amidst insubordinatiou, 
license, contempt for all the authorities, and, conseciuently, the 

< M(mn>#E/^niHr,Ko.fbr Jiil]i,i7qi|tittiii(Df IbeMb}; N«. fw Navnabsr 5 and 16, 

• AlLnt llabsiii, " Hiitsire de Troft*;' vol. i >aiji'ih.— " Arehirei Naliatiali^" F. 7, 
}>S7. Addteusf tbaUirFctan'i]FSaatve-et-Ij>irelntbe Nadonil Auenblr, Novcnba- 1, 
1}<«.~F. 7, jm. Leiter nf ihe DlmtarTur Citlndn, Norcnibfir 9, 171),.— P. ;, jiiij. 
PrmM-vrial^ Iba municipaliqr of Aii. Murcli 1, IT91 (rn tbsinienu of Pebniary a6di); 
L-tler of U. Villjrd, Pmkkol ot Ih* DimcKirT, Uarth 10, 1791.— F. 7, jua. Euncn 
(mn (Kg di^libcmlioQi oFthe Dinclot) of Gen, uiil 1 Ictta tothn King, J.miLir}' iS, 1791. 
Jj'itcrof M. LidiiaD, Piendriii uf tiia UiiKloiT, Judv? ja (He wu dnnvil aloBi Iv 
hu biic ind obliged 10 Iutb ibe Ion.) 
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absolute impossibility of performing the duties wliich were im- 
posed upon us." The directory of the Bouches-du-Rhone, on 
bting attacked, flies before the bayonets of Marseilles. The 
members of the directory of Gars, in conflict with the munici- 
pality of Auch, are almost beaten to death. As to the ministers, 
who are distrusted by virtue of their office, they are still less 
respected than the directories ; they are ( onstantly denounced to 
the Assembly, while the municipalities send back their dispatches 
without deigning to open them,* and, towards the end of 17 91, 
their increasing powerlessness ends in complete annihilation. We 
can judge ot this by one example. In the month of December, 
1 79 1, Limoges is not allowed to carry away the grain which it 
had just purchased in Indre, a force of sixty horsemen being 
necessary to protect its transportation ; the directory of Indre at 
once calls upon the ministers to furnish them with this small 
troop.* After trying for three weeks, the minister replies that it 
is out of his power ; he has knocked at all doors in vain. " I 
have pointed out one way," he says, ** to the deputies of your de- 
partment in the National Assembly, namely, to withdraw the 
2oth regiment of cavalry from Orleans, and I have recommended 
them 10 broach the matter to the deputies of Loiret." The 
answer is still delayed : the deputies of the two departments have 
to come to an agreement, for, otherwise, the minister dares not 
displace sixty men to protect a convoy of grain. It is plain 
enough that there is no longer any executive power, that there is 
no longer a central authority, that there is no longer a France, 
but merely so many disintegrated and independent communes, 
like Orleans and Limoges, which, through their represetitatives, 
carry on negotiations with each other, one to secure itself from a 
deficiency of troops, and the other to secure itself from a want of 
bread. 

Let us consider this general dissolution on the spot, and take \ 
up a case in detail On the i8th of January, 1790, the new 
municipal authorities of Marseilles enter upon their duties. As is 
generally the case, the majority of the electors have had nothing 
to do with the balloting, the mayor, Martin, having been elected 



1 Mereure tU Franct^ No. for October 30^ 1790. 

• " ArchivM Nationales," F. 7, 3226. Letter of the directory of Indro to M. Cahier, 
minister, December 6, 1791. — Letter of M. Delestart, minister, to the directory ot Indra^ 
December ji, i^gi. 
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by only an eighih of llie actitre cili/eiis.' If, how-ever, the domlj 
^ nant minontv is a siiull ane, it is resolute ami not inclined to stt^ 
at trifles. "Sca'ccly is it organizefi,'*' when it sends deputits Ulj 
(!>c KinR to h.ive him willulraw liis troops from Marseilles. Th^ 
King, always wf.ik and accomraoHjling, finally consents ; andU 
the orders to match being |)ie]>are<l, the invinid|)ality is dul^! 
advised of them. But the municipality will uriente no ddqr, 
and immediately " draws up, prints, and tHnes a dcBHncialioa to 
the National Assembly " against the commandant «ad the two 
ministers who, according to it, arc guilty of having ibtged or wo^ 
pressed the King's orders. In the meantime it equips and fi]rt>6et 
itself as for a combat. At its fint establishment the "Hinicipality 
broke up the bourgeois guard, which wu too great ft lover (tf 
order, and organised a national guard, in irtiidi those who have 
no property are won to be admitted. " Daily addititms ate made 
to its niUiUry apjiaratus ; ' entrenchments and bairicades, at the 
Hdtel-de-Ville, are increasing, also the aniUery ; the town is filleil 
with the excite^nent of a military camp in the immediate presence 
of an enemy." — Thus, in possession of force, it makes use of it, 
and in the first place against justice. 

A popular insurrection had been suppressed in the month o( 
Ai.^usl, 17C9, and the tliree principal leaders, Rcbecqui, Pascal, 
a i>l Granei, haii been im[>risoned in the Chateau d'lf. They are 
the friends of the municipal authorities, and they must be set free. 
At the demand of this body the affair is taken out of the hantb 
of the grand'prk-dt, and put into those of the stnkhaussh, the 
funncr, meanwhile, together with his councillors, undergoing 
punishment far having performed their duty : the municipality, 
on its own authority, interdicts them fiom further exercise ol 
their functions. They are publicly denounced, " threatened with 
poniards, the scaffold, and every species of assassination." * No 
printer <lares publish their defence, lor fear of " municipal umoy- 
ances." It is not long before the ToyaX proeurair and a councilloi 
are reduced to seeking refuge in Fort Saint-Jean, while tec grvnd- 
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prhdij after having resisted a little longer, leaves Marseilles in 
order to save his lite. As to the three imprisoned men, the 
municipal authorities visit them in a body and demand their pro- 
visional release ; one of them having made his escape, they refuse 
to give the commandant the order for his re-arrest, while the 
other two triumphantly leave the chateau on the nth of April, 
escorted by eight hundred National Guards. They go, for form's 
sake, to the prisons of the shikhausshty but the next day are set • 
at liberty, and further prosecution ceases. As an offset to this, 
M. d'Ambert, colonel in the Royal Marine, guilty of expressing 
himself too warmly against the National Guard, although acquitted 
by the tribunal before which he was brought, can be set at liberty 
only in secret and under the protection of two thousand soldiens : 
the populace want to bum the house of the criminal lieutenant 
that dared absolve him ; the magistrate himself is in danger, and 
is forced to take refuge in the house of the military commander/ 
Meanwhile, pr'mted and written papers, insulting libels by the 
municipal body and the club, the seditious or violent discussions 
of the district assemblies, and a lot of pamphlets, are freely dis- 
tributed among the people and the soldiers : the latter are pur- 
posely stirred up in advance against their chiefs. — In vain are the 
officers mild, conciliatory, and cautious. In vain does the com- 
mander in-chief depart with a portion of the troops. The object 
now is to dislodge the regiment occupying the three forts. The 
club sets the ball in motion, and, forcibly or otherwise, the will of 
the people must be carried out. On the 29th of April, two actors, 
sup|)orted by fifty volunteers, surprise a sentinel and get posses- 
sion of Notre-Dame de la Garde. On the same day, six thousand 
National Guards invest the forts of Saint-Jean and Saint-Nicolas. 
The munici|>al authorities, summoned to respect the fortresses, 
reply by demanding the opening of the gates to the National 
Guard, that it may do duty jointly with the soldiers. The com- 
mandants hesitate, refer to the law, and deman 1 time to consult 
their superiors. A second requisition, more urgent, is made ; the 
commandants are held responsible for the disturbances which 
they provoke by their refusal, and if they resist they are de- 
clare<l promoters of civil war.' They accordingly yield and sign 

* *' Arihivc« Natiunalcs," F. 7, 3196. Letters of M. da Miran, April nth and i6th, and 
May I, 1700. 

* ** Archives Natiuoales," F. 7, J19O. Prout -verbal of events on the 30th of April. 



ij6 TUB REVOLUTION. book OW 

a capitulition. One among them, the Chevalier de Beaasse^: 
major in Fort Saint-Jean, is opposed lo this, and refuses his signal! 
ture. On the following day he is seizeil as he is about to enl 
the Hotd de-Ville, and massacred, his head being borne ab( 
on the^cnd of a pike, while the band of assassins, ihe soldiers, a 
the rabble dance about anil shonl over iiis remains. — " It is a sad' 
accidcnC vrites the municipality.' Hoir doei it lisppeo tbi^ 
" after having thus far merited and obtained all praise^ ft Bckdhc^ 
whom we were unable to ixx>t«:t BgaioBt the decrees of ftoiv 
dence, should sully our laurcli ? Having had nodiing to do mA 
this tragic affair, it is not for US to prosecute the avAon of it.* 
|j !j Moreover, he was "culpaUe .... rebellious, coodetnncd bf 

'^ ^ ]>ublic opinion, and Providence itself seenu to have ttMndoa^d 



I 



him to the irrevocable decrees of its vengeaDce." — As to tf>e 
titking of the forts, nothing is more legitimate. " These placet 
were in the hands of the enemies of the State, while now they an 
in the hands of the defenders of the Constitution of the onpire; 
Woe to whoever «-ould take them from us again, to convert tbea 
into a focus of counter-revolution ! " — M. de Miran, commandant 
of the province, has, it is true, made a demand for them. But, 
" is it not somewhat pitiable to see the requisition of a Stair de 
Miran, made in the name ^ the King he betrays, to surrender 
to hii Majesty's troops places which, henceforth in our bands, 
guarantee puUic security to the nation, to the law, and to the 
King?" In vain does the King, at the request of the National 
Assembly,* order the municipality to restore the forts to the coni- 
nundants, and to make the National Guards leave them. Tlie 
municipal authorities become indignant, and resist According to 
them the wrong is all on the side of the commandant and the 
ministers. It is the commandants who, "with the direatentng 
equipment of their citadels, their stores of provisions and di 
artillery, are disturbers of the public peac& ^Vhat does the 

> "Archlm NitioBaln," F. ■), ji^. Leiten of tlie Unnlcipalilj of Muisillca to ^ 
Mstkval AaoDbly, Mi^ J *Bd u, 179a. 

■ "AKliiK>N>iii>nil«,"F. 7, tT«6. Ordtirofthcliii>e.HaTi°- Letter d[ H. de Suat- 
Hal lo tba Natitmil AnnnhlT. May it. Deem tiT [he Nrntidnil Anemblr, U>r la. 
Lcttwof tiMUanidpililTlatbaKinK. Mayn. I cltrt of M. de Kubum, Hsf ». Nota 
aalhan Mincitln, Uiy 11. Addmiof UicUunicipulitr lotbs Pnndnit of the Prindi 
•I Ik* CoulitDllon, al I aHi, Mij j. In hli ninalion of the taUa; of tbe ferta m wrmA 
ttm laneviBi ■»(«» : >■ Wc nmvcd withoni hiodiun in Ibc pnsenre of tlw connun. 
-* Dtinn m broBRliI la u agitcBCBt bjr ncwii of the iiifliKiKe mlikli fore^ feu kbA 
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minister mean by driving the national troops out of the forts, in 
order to entrust their guardianship to foreign troops ? His object 
is apparent in this plan .... he wants to kindle civil war." — 
•* All the misfortunes of Marseilles originate in the secret under- 
standing existing between the ministers and the enemies of the 
State." The municipal corps is at last obliged to evacuate the 
forts, but it is determined not to give them up ; and, the day 
following that on which it receives the decree of the National 
Assembly, it conceives the design of demolishing tliem. On the 
17th of May, two hundred labourers, paid in advance, begin the 
woi k of destruction. To save appearances the municipal body 
betakes itself at eleven o'clock in the morning to the different 
localities, and orders them to stop. Bat, on its departure, the 
labourers keep on ; and, at six o'clock in the evening, a resolu- 
tion is passed that, ** to prevent the entire demolition of the 
citadel, it is deemed advisable to authorise only that of the part 
overlooking the town." On the i8ih of May the Jacobin club, 
at once agent, accomplice, and councillor of the municipal body, 
compels private individuals to contribute something towards 
defraying the expenses of the demolition, and " sends round to 
every house, and to the syndics of all corporations, exacting their 
quotas, and making all citizens subscribe a document by which 
ihey appear to sanction the action of the municipal body, and to 
express their thanks to it. People had to sign it, pay, and keep 
silent. Woe to any one that refused 1" On the 20th of May the 
municipal body presumes to write to the Assembly, that " this 
threatening citadel, this odious monument of a stupendous des- 
potism, is about to disappear ;** and, to justify its disobedience, it 
takes occasion to remark, " that the love of country is the most 
l)Owerful and most enduring of an empire's ramparts." On the 
28th of May it secures the performance in two theatres of a piece 
representing the capture of the forts of Marseilles, for the benefit 
of the men engaged in their demolition Meanwhile, it has sum- 
moned the Paris Jacobins to its support; it has proposed to 
invite the Lyons federation and all the municipalities of the 
kingdom to denounce the minist-^r ; it has forced M. de Miran, 
threatened with death and watched by a party in ambush on the 
road, to quit Aix, and then demands his recall,' and only on the 

> " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3x96, Letter of M. de Miran, May 5. The spirit of tho 
ruling party at Marseilles is indicated by several printed documenU joined to the tlwiiir. 
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6th of June does il decide, at the express command of tJn 
National Assembly, lo suspend the almost completed demolition 
— Authorities to whicli obedience is due could not be treatei 
more insoienlly. The end, however, is attained ; there is lU 
longer a citadel, and the troops have departed ; the regiinen 
cotrnnandcd by Ernest aJone remains, to be tampered wi'*- 
insulted, and then sent off. It is ordered to Aiz, and the Natic 
Guard of Marsnlles will go there to disarm and disband it 
Henceforth the municipal \xAj has full swaf, " triMcmes oalji 
those laws which suit it, makes othen to its owb Gking, and, ix 
short, governs in the most despotic and artntmj manner," * not 
I 'i only at MaiseUles, but thiougboat the department wfaerc^ aoda 

no authority but its own, it midotakes aimed e]q>editioQs and 
makes raids and sudden attacks. 

in. 

Were it but possible for the dissolutibn to stop here! Bui 
I each commune is far from being a tranquil little slate under the 
\ rule of a bo<ly of respected magistrates. The same causes which 
, render municipalities rebellious against the central authorit) 
' render individuals rebellious against local authority. They aisc 
i feel that they are in danger and want to provide iat their owr 
\ sa eiy. They also, in virtue of the Constitution and of circum- 
stances, believe themselves appointed to save the country. The) 
also consider themselves qualified to judge for th;;mselves on all 
points and entitled to cany out their judgments with their owr 
hands. Tlie shopkeeper, workman or peasant, at once elertoi 
and National Guard, furnished with his vote and a musket 
suddenly becomes the equal and master of his superiors ; insteatl 
of obeying, he commands, while all who see him a^in after som< 

KBil. among othfTi, Ly m. " Hrqutlel DmnDDlini. ^nmnmr-jrilnni/di^ I i L-mlFme." Il 
xr\Ma ta>"piitiioIic iakiUnil," rrcently made OBI of Ihr <t<iB« of the <leiDali>lK<d ritxdd 
rppmniliiif a hrdni Kith four fandi, nmbalitmc the Dobilitr, the clnvT, the niniiRraiHl 
thcjudifn. " Il it InKB the four patriotic ikoll* of tb« hjntta that Ih^ ink of provcnptluc 
mill \t Ukn For the nwnir* of the Conititation. ThU inkctand, cur mU of Ute Graf lUisi 
that fell in the iteniolition of Fori Siinl-NicoUx, ii drdicalrd to the patriotic Aneoiblj a 
U.-irHllle». Tbc maiic art of the hero of the libenir n{ Maneillei. that Kenaud who 
onder thfi Bwiili of demtion, mrpriied Ihowairhfiit Kntinrl oi Notrr-name dc ta Garde 

I « iierfonilin (hit itoite which Liberty hai Sang fniin Il>e innniii uf uar menacinK Rai' 
tllln. ftc." 
< " Archivei Nationalet." F. ;, jifS. Letten of the roj'dl coBmiiuoBcrt, ApffI tj nd 
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years' absence, find that " in his demeanour and manner all is 
changed." "There was great agitation everywhere,"* says M. de 
Segiir ; " I noticed groups ol' men talking earnestly in the streets 
and on the squares. The sound of the drum struck my ear in 
the villages, while I was astonished at the great number of armed 
m. n I encountered in the little towns. On interrogating various 
persons among the lower classes they woull reply with a proud 
look and in a bold and confi lent tone. I observed evervwhere 
the effect of those sentiments of equality and liberty which had 
then become such violent p issions." — Thus exalteil in their own 
eye. they believed thcniielvcs qualified to take the lead in every- 
thing, not only in local affairs, but also in general matters. 
France is to be governed by them ; by virtue o: the Constitution 
they arrogate to themselves the right, and, by ilinl of ignorance, 
attribute to themselves the capacity, to govern it. A torrent of 
new, shapeless, and di-jproportionate ideas have taken possession 
of their brains in the space of a few months. Vast interests 
about which they have never thought, have to be consiilered, — 
government, royalty, the church, creeds, foreign powers, internal 
and external dangers, what is occurring at Paris and at Coblentz, 
the insurrection in the Low Countries, the acts of the cabinets of 
London, Vienna, Mavirid, Berlin; and, of all this, they inform 
themselves as they best can. An ofiicer,' who traverses France 
at this time, narrates tliat at the post-stations they made him wait 
for horses until he had "given them details. 'I'he peasants 
Slopped my carriage in the middle of the road and overwhelmed 
me with questions. At Autun, I was obliged, in spite of ihe cold, 
to talk out of a window opening upon the square and tell what I 
knew about the Assembly." — These <?/?-////$• are all changed a..** 
amplified in passing from mouth to mouth. They finally become 
circumstantial stories adaj^ted to the calibre of the minds they 
pass into and to the dominant passion that pro^xigales them. 
Trace the effect of these fables in the house of a peasant or fish- 
woman in an outlying village or a populous suburb, on imbnUed 
or almost brutal minds, especially when they are lively, heated, 
and over-excited — the effect is tremendous. For, in minds of 
this stamp, belief is at once converted into action, anil into rude 
and destructive action. It is an acquired self-control, reflection, 

* r>e S£«^r, •* Memnires," iii. 48a (early in 1790]. 
' De Oammaitin, i. 184 (January, 1791). 
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ami culture which interposes bttmecn belief anil action the solici 
ln<le for social inleresis, the observance of forms and respect foi 
the law. These restraints are all waning ia the new sovereign 
He does not know how to stop and will not suffer himself to he 
stoppcti. Why so many delays when ihc peril is urgent ? Whai 
is the use of obsening fonnalities when the safety of the people Is 
, at Slake ? What is there sacred in the bwwben it [ wt rt ect s pnbfii 
enemies ? What is more pemidoni dian pasive deference and 
patient waiting under timid or blind magistrates? What can be 
more just than to do one's self justice at once and on tbe ^nt! 
— Precipitation and passion, in their eyes, are both dudes and 
tneriis. One day " the militia of Lorient dedde npon mangling 
to Versailles and to Paris without considering how diejr are to get 
over the ground or what ihey will do on their aniraL" ' Were 
the central government within reach diejr woiUd lay tiwir bandi 
on it. In default of this they substitute themselves for it on thai 
own territorv, and exerdse its functions with a liill convictimi Ol 
right, principally those of gendarme, judge, and executioner. 

During the month of October, 17C9, at Paris, after the asassi 
nation o( the baker Francois, the leading murderer, who is a portei 
at the grain de{<dt, declares " that he wanted to avei^ the nation.' 
It is quite probable that this dedaration is sincere. lo his mind 
assas^nation is one of the forms of patriotism, and it does no 
lake long for his way of thinking to become prevalent In ordi 
nary times, social and jxtlitical ideas slumber in uncultured mind 
in the shape of vague antipathies, restrained aspirations, and Beeling 
desires. Uehold them amused — energetic, imperious, stubborn 
and unbridled. Objection or opposition is not to be tolerated 
dissent, with them, is a sure sign of treachery. — Apropos of thi 
nonjiiring priests,* five hundred and tnenty-S^en of the Nationa 
Guards of Arras write, " that no one could doubt theiT ini<)uit; 
without being suspected of being their accomplices. .... Shouh 
the whole town combine and express a contrary opinion, it wouli 

> ■■ArcU'R* Naiioniln," KK, iios. Comqundaice of U. de Tlibid (OctobwE 
IT*?). 

■ " Aicbtm Kalicnu1«," P. ^, jijo. Pmit-vrrial of III* i£ircfa>r)' ct tlie dcpirtma 
Uarcb ll. 1791. " A> Uw fcrmrnt mi V. the higVu poini ud fcan -wm mataiiH 
t>u[ r«*l«- rvil' «°u1<t I^IIm, M. In Pr£tid«t. wJib painfal snotim dodind dul I 
lieWed and i«i«d the nnronmlilotioMl an." Keplx of tl» miniitB, June ij ; "Ha 
CDnstilulril onthoriiin an Ihui famd tn yield In the irbitnuy will of ■ wild mBllitad 
prvrmmrni no lon^rr ninti ftiHl «? 4n^ in tb« BuldPit ita^ of uurchj. If Jon Alnk 
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simply show that it is filled with enemies of the Constitution ; *' 
ami forthwith, in spite of the law and the remonstrances of the 
authorities, they insist on the closing of the churches. At Boulogne- 
sur-Mer, an English vessel having shipped a quantity of poultry, 
game, and eggs, " the National Guards, of their own authority," 
go on board and remove the cargo. On the strength of this, the 
accommodating municipal body approves of the act, declares the 
cargo confiscated, orders it to be sold, and awards one-half of the 
proceeds to the National Guards and the other half to charitable 
purposes. Tlie concession is a vain one, for the National Guards 
consider that one-half is too little, "insult and threaten the 
nmnicipal oflicers," and immediately proceed to divide the booty 
in kind, each one going home with a share of stolen hams and 
chickens.* The magistrates must necessarily keep quiet with the 
guns of those they govern pointed at them. — Sometimes, and it is 
generally the case, they are timid, and do not try to resist. At 
D uai,- the nmnicijjal officers, on being summoned three times to 
proclaim martial law, refuse, and end by avowing that they dare 
not unfold the red flag : " Were we to take this course we should 
all be sacrificed on the spot." Neither the troops nor the National 
Guards, in fact, are to be relied on. In this universal state of 
apathy the field is open to savages, and a dealer in wheat is hung. 
— Sometimes the atlministrative corps tries to resist, but in the end 
it has to succumb to violence. " For more than six hours," writes 
one of the members of the district of Etampes,' " we were closed 
in by bayonets levelled at us and with pistols at our breasts ; " 
and they were obliged to sign a dismissal of the troops which had 
arrived to protect the market. At present " we are all away from 
Etampes ; there is no longer a district or a municipality \ " almobt 
all have handed in their resignations, or are to return for that 
purpose. — Sometimes, and this is the rarest case,^ die magistrates 

> ''Archives Nattoaales," F. 7, 5250. Letter of M. Ouport, minister of justice, 
December 24, Z79x. 

' " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3248, Proch-verbal of the members of the department, 
finished March i8, 1791. — Rous and Hucfaes, ix. 240 (Report of M. Alquier). 

3 "Archives Nationales/' F. 7, 3268. Extract from the deliberations of the director)* of 
Seine-et>Oise, with the documents relating to the insurrection at i.tampcs, September 16, 
I7QX. Letter of M. Venard, administrator of the district, September 20—" I shall not st't 
foot in Etampes until the re-establishment of order and tranquillity, and the first thing I 
shall do will be to record my resignation in the register. I am tired of making s.icrifice8 
for ungrateful wretches." 

* MoniUurt March 16, 1792. Mortimer-Temauz, " Histoire de la Terreur " (Proceed- 
ings against the assassins of Simoneau), i. 381. 
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du ihoir duty to llic end, anij pcriah. In this same tuwn, &% 
inonlhs laltr, Simoue.iu, tlie mayor, having refused to cut duwij 
tlie price of wheat, is beaten with iron-pointed slicks, and bU 
corpse is riddkd with balls by the murderers. — Miinidpal bodki 
must take Ijeed how ihcy undertake to stem the toirent; thC 
shghtest opposition will soon be at the expense of their lives. 
In Touraine,' "as the publication of ihc tax-rolls takes place, 
iio"s break out against the municipal authorities : they are forced 
10 surrender die rolls they have drawn up, and their papers are 
lorn up," And still more, " they kUl, ihey assassinate the muni- 
cipal authorities." In that large conmiune men and wonitn "beat 
and kick them with iheir fists and sabeis. .... The mayor is laid 
up alter it, and \\iii procurmr oi the cimniune died between nine 
and ten o'clock in the morning. V^teau, a municipal officer, 
received the last sacrament this morning;" the rest have fled, 
being constantly threatened with death and incendiarism. Tliey 
do not, consequently, return, and " no one now will take the office 
of either mayor or atlministrator." — Tlie outrages which the muiii- 
cijialities thus commit against their superiors are commilied agaitiat 
themselves, the National Guards, the mob, the controlling faction, 
arrogating to themselves in the commune the same violent sove- 
leignty which the commune pretends to exercise against the Slate. 
I I should never finish if I undertook to enumerate the outbreaks 
in which the magistrates are constrained to tolerate or to sanction 
popular usurpations, to shut up churches, to drive off or imprijon 
priests, to suppress Mtrvii, txx grain, ant] allow clerks, bakera, corn- 
dealers, ecclesiastics, nobles, and officers to be hung, beaten to 
death, or to have their throats cut Ninety-four [hick files of 
records in the naiiouai archives are fiiled with these acts of 
violence, and do not contain two-thirds of them. It is worth 
while to lake in detail one case more, a special one, and one that 
is authentic, which serves as a specimen, and which presents a 
I foreshortened image of France during one tranquil year. At Aix, 
~m the month of December, 1 790,' in opposition to the two Jacobin 
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clubs, a club haii been organized, had complied with all the 
fornjalities, and, like the *' Club des Monarchiens" at Paris, 
claimed the same right of meeting as the others. But here, as at 
Paris, the Jacobins recognise no rights but for themselves alone, 
and refuse to admit their adversaries to the privileges of the law. 
Moreover, alarming rumours are circulated. A person who has 
arri\'ed from Nice slates that he had ** heard that there were 
twenty thousand men between Tuiin and Nice, under the pay of 
the emigrants, and that at Nice a neitvaine^ was held in Saint- 
Kr.m^ois-de-Paule to pray God to enlighten the French." A 
counter-revolution is certainly underway. Some of the aristocrats 
have stated *' with an air of triumph, that the National Guard and 
inun)ci])alities are a mere toy, and that this sort of thing will not 
la>t long." One of the leailing members of the new club, M. de 
Giiiramand, an old officer of seventy-eight years, makes speeches 
in public against the National Assembly, tries to enlist artisans in 
hi.s jxirly, " affects to wear a white button on his hat fastened by 
pins with their |K>ints jutting out,'* and, as it is stated, he has given 
to several mercers a large order for white cockades. In reality, 
on ex.imination, not one is found in any shop, and all the dealers 
in ribbons, on being interrogated, reply that they know of no 
transaction ol that dei^cripiion. But this simply proves that the 
culprit is a clever dissiiViUlator, and the more dangerous because 
he is eager to save the country. — On the 12th of December, at 
four o'clock in the afternoon, the two Jacobin clubs fraternise, 
and pass in long procession before the place of meeting, " where 
some of the members, a ew officers of the Lyons regiment and 
other individuals, are quietly engaged at play cr seeing others play.'* 
The crowd hoot, but they remain quiet. The procession passes 
by again, and they hoot and shout, " Down with the aristocrats ! 
To the lantern with them ! " Two or three of the officers stand- 
ing on the threshold of the door become irritated, and one of 
them, drawing his sword, threatens to strike a young man if he 
keeps on. Upon this the crowd cries out, " Guard ! help ! an 



second Jacobin club, formed in October, 1790, wsm "composed from the beginninf^ of 
artisans and labourers from the fnubonrgt and suburbs." Its title was " Soci6t6 des fr&res 
an|i-pu]itiqncs,'* or " f^^r^s vrais, justes et utiles \ la patrie " The opposition club, formed 
io December, xyco, bore the title, according to some, of '* Lcs Amis du Koi, de la paix et 
dc la religion ; '• a(*cordinR to others, " Les amis de la paix ; *' and finally, according to 
Another rcp-.irt, " 1 es Pefcnseurs dc la religion, des pcrsonncs ct des proprictes." 
' A spcri.;! :.crics of religious services. 

R 2 
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assassin ! " and rusnes at the officer, who withdraws into the home 
exclaiming, " To arms ! " His comrades, tword in hand, deacQM 
in order to defend the door ; M. dc Gubama&d fires two pistci 
shots and receives a stab in the thigh. A shower f£ >tooe 
smashes in the window's, and the door is on the point tX bein] 
burst open when several of the members of the club save them 
selves by taking to the roof. Aliout a dozen others, most of then 
oflicers, form in line, penetrate the crowd with uplifted swonls 
strike and get struck, and escape, five of them being wounded 
The municipality orders the doors and windows of the club-hous 
to be walled up, sends the Lyons regiment away, decrees thi 
arrest of seven officers and of M. de Guiramand, and all thi 
in a few hours, with no other testimony than that of the om 
querors. 

But these prompt, vigorous and partial measures are not sufli 
cicnt for the club; other conspirators must be seized, and it i 
the club which designates them and goes to take them. — Thre< 
months before this, M. Pascalis, an advocate, on addressing alorij 
with some of his professional lirethren the parliament which ha< 
been dissolved, deplored the blindness of the people, " exalte* 
by prerogatives of which they knew not the danger." A mat 
who dared talk in this way is evidently a traitor. — There ii 
another, M. Morellet de la Roquette, who refused to join thi 
proscribed club. His former vassals, however, had been oblige< 
to bring an action against him to make him accept the redemp 
tion of his feudal dues ; also, si.x years before this, his carriage 
passing along the public promenade, had run over a diild ; ht 
likewise is an enemy of the jieople. While the municipal officer 
are deliberating, " a few members of the club " get together an( 
decide that M. Pascalli and M. de la Roquette must be arresteit 
At eleven o'clock at night eighty trustworthy National Guards 
leil by the president of the club, travel a league off to seize then 
in their beds and lodge them in the town prison. — Zeal of tiii! 
kind excites some uneasiness, and if the municipality tolerates ttii 
arrests, it is because it is desirous of preventing murder. Consc 
quently, on the following day, December 13th, it sends to Mar 
setlles for four hundred men of the Swiss Guard commanded b] 
Ernest, and four hundred Nation-il (liiartis, adding to these the 
National Guard of Aix, and oniirs tliis company to protect thi 
prison ag.iinst any violence. But, along with the Marseille: 
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National Guards, there came a lot of armed people who are 
volunteers of disorder. On the afternoon of the i3ih, the first 
mob strives to force the prison, and the next day, fresh squads 
congregate around it demanding the head of M. Pascalis. T1)e 
members of the club head the riot with " a crowd of unknown 
men from outside the town, who give orders and carry them out." 
During the night the populace of Aix are tampered with, and the 
dykes all give way at the same moment. At the first clamours 
the National Guard on duty on the public promenade disband 
and disperse, while, as there is no signal for the assemblage of the 
others, notwithstanding the regulations, the general alarm is not 
sounded. " The^largest portion of the National Guard draws off 
so as not to appear to authorise by its presence outrages which it 
has not been ordered to prevent. Peaceable citizens are in great 
consternation;*' each one takes to flight or shuts himself up in 
his house, the streets being deserted and silent Meanwhile the 
prison gates are shattered with axes. The procurenr'SymHc of 
the department, who requests the commandant of the S^iiss 
regiment to protect the prisoners, is seized, borne off, and runs 
the risk of losing his life. 1'hree municipal officers in their scarfs, 
who arrive on the ground, dare not give the order which the 
commandant requires, plainly showing that at this decisive 
moment, when it is necessary to shed blood and kill a number of 
men, they fear to take the responsibility; their reply is, "We have 
no orders to give." — An extraordinary spectacle now presents 
itself in this barrack courtyard surrounding the prison. On the 
side of the law stand eight hundred armed men, four hundred of 
the •' Swiss " and four hundred of the National Guard of Mar- 
seilles, drawn up in battle array, with guns to their shoulders, 
witK special orders repeated the evening before at three different 
times by the municipal district and departmental authorities, 
possessing the s)rmpathies of all honest people and of most of the 
National Guard. But the legal indispensable phrase does not 
pass the lips of those who by virtue of the Constitution should utter 
it, and a small group of convicts are found to be sovereign. — 
The three municipal officers are seized in their turn under the 
eyes of their own soldiers who remain motionless, and *' with 
bayonets at their breasts they sign, under constraint, the order 
to give up M. Pascalis to the people." M. de la Roquette is 
likewise surrendered. •* The only portion of the National Guard 



J44 THE REyOLUTfOX. book iit. 

of Aix whidt nas visH'If," lliat is to say, the Jacobin iniroriiy, 
form a circle arniind the gate of the prison ami organize tUeni- 
srlves into a council of war. And there they stand, at once 
"accusers, w tn esses, judges, and executioners." A cajilain con- 
ducts the two victims lo the puitlic promenade where ihey are 
hung. Very soon after this old M. de Guiramand, whom the 
National Guard of his village have brought a prisoner to Aix, is 
hung in the same manner. 

There is no prosecution of the assassins. The new tribunal, 
liighEened or forestalled, has ior some time back ranged itself on 
the popular side ; its writs, consequently, are served on the 
oppressed, against the members of the assaulted ciub. Writs of 
arrest, summonses to attend court, searches, seizures of corre- 
spondence, and other proceedings, rain down upon them. Three 
hundred witnesses are examined. Some of the arrested officen 
are " loaded with chains and thrust into dungeons." Henceforth 
the club rules, and " makes everybody tremble." ' '■ From the 
a3rd to the 27th of December, more than ten thousand passports 
arc delivered at Aix." " If the emigrations continue," write the 
commissioners, " there will be no one lefl at Aix but workmen 
without work and with no resources. Whole streets are unin- 
habited As long as such crimes can be permitted with 

impunity fear will drive out of this town every one who has the 
means of living elsewhere." — Many come back after the arrival of 
the commissioners, hoping to obtain justice and security through 
ihem. But, " ii a prosecution is not ordered, we shall scarcely 
have left Aix when three or four hundred families will abandon 

it And what man in his senses would dare guarantee that 

each village will not soon have some one hung in it ? ... . 

Country valets arrest their masters The hope of doing evil 

deeds with impunity leails the inhabitants of villages to commit all 
sorts of depredations in ihc forests, which is enceedingly dangerous 
in a region where woods are very scarce. They set up the most 
absurd and most unjust pretensions against rich proprietors, and 
the fatal rope is eier the interpreter and the signal of their 
will." There is no refuge against these outrages. *' The dejiart- 
ment, the districts, the municipalities, administer only in con- 
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formity with the multiplied petitions of the club." In the 
sight of all, and on one solemn day, a crushing defeat has 
demonstrated the weakness of the magistrates; and, bowed 
beneath the yoke of their new masters, they preserve their legal 
authority only on the condition that it remains at the service of 
the victorious party. 



i 
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' I In this State of things the passions have full swa^. Any one of 

them that is powerrul enough to group together a. few hundred 

H men suffices for the formation of a faction or band, which dashes 

j I through the relaxed or feeble meshes of a government that is 

.; ' passive or disregarded. An experiment on a grand scale is 

. I J about to be made on human society; owing to the slackening of 

1 ,; the regular restraints which have maintained it, it is possible to 

B |!' measure the force of the permanent instincts which attack it. 

I <i They are always there even in ordinary times ; we do not notice 

them because they are kept in check ; but they are not the less 

enet^tic and effective, and, moreover, indestructible. The moment 

their repression ceases, iheir power of mischief is shown ; just as 

that of the water which floats a ship, but which at the first leak 

Ts into it and sinks it. 
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I. 

Religious passions, to begin wkh, are not to be kept down by 
federations, embraces, and effusions of fraternity. In the south, 
where the Protestants have been persecuted for more than a 
century, hatreds exist more than a century old.* — In vain have the 
odious edicts which oppressed them fallen into desuetude for 
the past twenty years; in vain have civil rights been restored 
to them since 1787 : the past still lives in transmitted recol- 
lections; and two groups a»'e confronting each other, one Pro- 
testant and the other Catholic, each defiant, hostile, ready to 
act on the defensive, and interpreting the preparations of its 
adversary as a plan of attack. Under such circumstances the 
guns go off of their own accord. — On 2f sudden alarm at \52k^'^ 
the Catholics, two thousand in number, take possession of the 
bishop's palace and the Hotel-de-Ville ; while the Protestants, 
numbering four hundred, assemble outside the walls on the espla- 
nade, and pass the night under arms, each troop persuaded that 
the other is going to massacre it, one party summoning the Catho- 
lics of Jal^s to its aid, and the other the Protestants of Gardon- 
nenque. — ^There is but one way of avoiding civil war between 
parties in such an attitude, and that is the ascendancy of an 
energetic third party, impartial and on the spot. A plan to this 
effect, which promises well, is proposed by the military com- 
mandant of Languedoc' According to him the two firebrands 
are, on the one hand, the bishops of Lower Languedoc, and on 
the other, MM. Rabaut-Saint-Etienne, father and two sons, all 
three being pastors. Let them be responsible " with their heads " 
for any mob« insurrection, or attempt to debauch the army ; let a 
tribunal of twelve judges be selected from the municipal bodies of 
twelve towns, and all delinquents be brought before it ; let this 
be the court of final appeal, and its sentence immediately executed. 
The system in vogue, however, is just the reverse. Both parties 
being organized into a body of militia, each takes care of itself, 
and is sure to fire on the other ; and the more readily, inasmuch 

> The exprersion it that of Jean Bon Saint* Andr6 to Mathieu Dumas, sent to re-establidi 
tranquillity in Montauban (1790) : " The day of vengeance, which we have been awaiting 
iox a huiulreti >«ars, has come ! ** 

* De Drfmmartin, i. 187 (an eye-witness). 

* '* Archi\-es Nationalcs/* K. 7, 3223 and 3216. Letters of M. de Bousols, major* 
general, residing at MontpeUier, May 21, 25, sb, 1790. 
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ij j as th« new ecclesiastical regulations, which are issued from month 

to month, strike like so many hammere on Catholic sensibility, 
. and scatter showcis of sparks on the primings of the already loaded 
guns. 

At Monlauban, on the loih of May, 1790, the day of the 
mventory and expropriation of the religious communities,' the 
commissioners are not allowed to enter. Women in a stale of 
frenzy lie across the thresholds of the doors, and it would be 
necessary lo pass over their bodies ; a large mob gathers around 
the " Cordeliers," and a petition is signed to have the convents 
maintained. — The Protestants who witness this commotion become 
alarmed, and eighty of their National Guards march to the Hotel- 
de-Ville, and take forcible possession of the guard-house which 
protects it. The municipal authorities order them to withdraw, 
which they refuse to do. Thereupon the Catholics assembled at the 
"Cordeliers" begin a riot, throw stones, ami drive in the doors with 
pieces of timber, while a cry is heard that the Protestants, vho 
have taken rehige in the guard-house, are firing from the windows. 
The enraged multitude immediately invade the arsenal, seize all 
the guns they can lay their hands on, and fire volleys on the 
guard-house, the effect of which is to kill five of the Protestants 
and wound twenty-four others. The rest are saved by a municipal 
officer and the police ; but they are obliged to appear, two and 
two, before the cathedral in their shirts, and do public penance, 
aAer which they are put in prison. During the tumult political 
shouts have been heard : " Hurrah for the nobles 1 Hurrah for 
the aristocracy 1 Down with the nation I Down with the tri- 
colour flag I" Bordeaux, regarding Montauban as in rebellion 
against France, dispatches fiiteen hundred of its National Guard 
to set the prisoners free. Toulouse gives its aid to Bordeaux. 
The fermentation is frightful. Four thousand of the Protestante 
of Montauban take flight; armed cities are about to contend 
with eacii other, as formerly in Italy. It is necessary that a 
j';l commissioner of the National Assembly and of the King, Ma- 

thieu Dumas, should be dispatched to harangue the people ol 
Montauban, obtain the release of the prisoners, and re-esublish 
cwder. 

One month after this a more bloody affray takes place at 
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Nismes* against the Catholics. The Protestants, in fact, are 
but twelve thousand out of fifty-four thousand inhabitants, but 
the principal trade of the place is in their hands ; they hold the 
manufactories and support thirty thousand workmen; in the 
elections of 1789 they furnished five out of the eight deputies. 
The sympathies of that time were in their favour ; nobody then 
imagined that the dominant Church was exposed to any risk. It 
is to be attacked in its turn, and the two parties are seen con- 
fronting each other. — The Catholics sign a petition,' hunt up 
recnaits among the market-garileners of the suburbs, retain the 
white cockade, and, when this is prohibited, re[)lace it with a red 
rosette, another sign of recognitioa At their head is an ener- 
getic man named Froment, who has vast projects in view ; but as 
the soil on which he treads is undermined, he cannot prevent 
the explosion. It takes place naturally, by chance, though the 
simple collision of two equally distrustful bodies ; and before the 
final day it has commenced and recommenced twenty times, 
through mutual provocations and denunciations, through insults, 
libels, scuffles, stone-throwing, and gim-shots. — On the 13th of 
June, 1790, the question is which party shall furnish administrators 
lor the district and de]>artment, and the conflict begins in rela- 
tion to the elections. The Electoral Asscmblv is held at the 
guard-house of the bishop's palace, where the Protestant and 
]>atriotic dragoons arrive " three times as many as usual, with 
loaded muskets and pistols, and wi h full cartridj^e-boxes," and 
they patrol the surrounding neighbourhood. The reil rosettes, 
on their side, royalists and Catholics, complain of being threatened 
an 1 " treated contemptuously " (nargues). They give notice to 
the gate-keeper " not to let any dragoon enter the town either on 
loot or mounted, at the peril of his life," and declare that " the 
bishop's quarters were not made for a guard-house." — A mob 



^ " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 2216. Proeh-verbal oi the Municipality of Nismes and 
report of the AbM de Belmont. — Report of the Administrative Commissioners, June 28, 
1790. — Petition of the Catholics, April 20. — Letters of the Municipality, ihe Commis- 
sioners, and M. de Xausel, cm the events of May 2 and 3. — Litter of M. K baut 
Saint- Etienne, May 12.— Petition of the widow Gas, July 50.— Kei4>rt (printed) of 
M. Alquier, February xq, I7<)i. — Mtmoir (printed) of the massacre of the Cathclics at 
Nismes, by Froment (1700). — New address of the Municipalitv oi Nismes, prespntcd by 
M. de Marguerite, mayor and deputy (1790), printed. — Mercurt de France^ February 23, 
1791. 

* The petition is signed by 3,127 persons, besides 1,560 who put a cross dccUnng tliat 
tiiey could not write. The counter-petition of the club is signed by 16a iMsrsuas. 
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fonns, and shoiiiing Ltkcs place under the windows; stones ate 
tiirown ; the bugle of a dragoon, who wunds the roll-call, is broken 
and two shots are fired.' The dragoons hitHcd lately fire a volley, 
which wounds a good many people and kills seven. From this 
mitnent, firing goes on during ihe evtning and all night, in every 
quarter of the town, each [mrty believing that the other wants to 
exterminate it, the Protestants satisfied thai it is another St. 
Banholomew, and the Catholics that it is " a Michelade." ' There 
is no one to act beti\een thcni. The munid[>ality authorities, far 
from issuing orders, receive them; they are roughly handled, 
hustled and jostled about, and made to march about like servants. 
The [tatriots sei7,e the Abb^ de Belmont, a municipal officer, at the 
Ilotcl-de-Ville, onler him, on pain of death, to proclaim martial 
law, and place the red flag in his hand. " March, rascal, you 

! Hold up your flag — higher up still — you are big enough 

to do that r Blows follow with the hut-ends of their muskets. 
'l"he poor man spits blood, but this is of no consequence ; he 
must be in full sight at the head of the crowd, like a taiget, 
whilst his conductors prudently remain behind. Thus docs he 
advance, exposed to bullets, holding the flag, and finally 
becomes the prisoner of the red rosettes, who release him, but 
keep his flag. There is a second inarch with a red Sag held by 
a town valet, an I fresh gunshots ; the red rosettes capture this 
flag also, as well as another municipal officer. The rest of the 
municipal body, with a royal commissioner, take refuge in the 
barracks and order out the troops. Meanwhile Froment, with 
his three companies, posted in their towers and in the houses on 
the ramparts, resist to the last extremity. Daylight comes, the 
locsin is sounded, the drums beat to arms, uid the patriot militia 
of the neigh bourhootl, the Protestants from the mountains, the 
rude C^venols, arrive in crowds. The red rosettes are be^eged j 
a Capuchin convent, from which it is pretended that they have 
fired, is sacked, and five of the monks are killed. Froment's 
tower is demolished with cannon and taken by assaulL His 
brother is massacred and thrown from the waits, while a Jacobin 
convent next to the ramparts is sacked. Towards night, all the 

> TMt lut itoD, itiled in M. Alqoier'i irport, Ii dsninl by (be moniciiulily. Accoid. 
but to it. the red roirtla (■thered aniund the biihop*! qou en had ta gum. 

' An iniBrnclkm in Iha ilitEentk ccolurr, labea Iba Prolaluti Gred « 
IB St. Uiduel'i Day.— fni.) 
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red rosettes who have fought are slain or have flel, and there is 
no longer any resistance. — But the fury still lasts; the filtetn 
thousand rustics who have flooded the town think that they have 
not yet done enough. In vain are they told that the other fifteen 
companies of red rosettes have not moved ; that the pretendeif 
aggressors " did not even put themselves in a state of defence ; " 
that, during the battle they remained at home, and that after- 
wards, through extra precaution, the municipal authorities had 
made them give up their arms. In vain does the Electoral 
Assembly, preceded by a white flag, march to the public square 
and exhort the people to keep die peace. ** Under the pretext 
of searching suspicious houses, they pillage or destroy, and what- 
ever cannot be carried away is broken." One hundred and 
twenty houses are sacked in Nismes alone, while the same ravages 
are committed in the environs, the damage, at the end of three 
days, amounting to seven or eight hundred thousand livres. A 
number of poor creatures, workmen, merchants, old and infirm 
men, are massacred in their houses ; some, ** who have been bed- 
ridden for many years, are dragged to the sills of their doors to 
be shot" Others are hung on the esplanade and at the Cours 
Neuf, while others have their noses, ears, feet, and hands cut off, 
and are hacked to pieces with sabres and scythes. Horrible 
stories, as is commonly the case, provoke the most atrocious acts. 
A publican, who refuses to distribute anti-Catholic lists, is supposed 
to have a mine in his cellar filled with kegs of gunpowder and 
with sulphur matches nil ready ; he is hacked to pieces with a 
sabe, and twenty guns are discharged into his corpse : they 
expose the body before his house with a long loaf of brea.i on his 
breast, and they again stab him with bayonets, saying to h 

" Eat, you , eat ! " More than five hundred Catholics were 

assassinated, and many others, covered with blood, ** arc crowded 
together in the prijons, while the search for the proscribed is 
continued ; whenever they are seen, they are fired upon like so 
many wolves." Thousands of the inhabitants, accordingly, de- 
mand their passports and leave the town. The rural Catholics, 
meanwhile, on their side, massacre six Protestants in the environs 
— an old man of eighty-two years, a youth of fifteen, and a husband 
and his wife in their farm-house. In order to pMt a stop to the 
murderous acts, the National Guard of Montpellier have to be 
summoned. But the restoration of order is for the benefit of the 
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victorious party. Three-fifths of the electors have fled ; one- 
third of ihe ilistrict and ilepartmenial administrators have been 
anpoinied in their absence, and the majority of the new direc- 
tories is talcen from the club of patriots. It is for this reason (hat 
those who are held in durance are prejudged as euilly. " No 
officer of the court dare give them the benefit of his services ; 
they are not allowed to bring forward justificatory facts in 
evidence, while ever)body knows that ihe judges are not free." ' 

Thus do the violent measures of political and religious discord 
come to an erid. The victor stops the mouth of Ihe law when it 
is about to speak in his adversary's behalf; and, under the legal 
iniquity of an ailniinisiration which he has himself established, he 
crushes those whom the illegal force of his own strong hand has 
stricken down. 

■ '^■ 

Passions of this stamp are the product of human cultivation, 
nn 1 hicak loose only within narrow bounds. Another pasdon 
e\i.ils which is neither historic nor local, but natural and uni- 
viTi;il, ihe most indomitaUe, most imperious, and most formidable* 
(if all, namely, the fear of hunger. There is no such thing with 
this |)assion as delay, or reflection, or looking beyond itself. £ach 
commune or canton wants its bread, and a sure and unlimited 
supply of it. Our neighbour may provide for himself as best he 
can, but let us look out for ourselves first and then for other 
people. Each group of people, accordingly, through its own 
decrees, or by main force, keeps for itself whatever subsistences 
it possesses, or takes from others the subsistences which it does 
not possess. 

At the end of 17S9,' "Roussillon refuses aid to Langaedoc; 
Upper Languedoc to the rest of the province, and Burgundy to 
Lyonnais; Dauphiny shuts herself up, and Normandy retains the 
wheat purchased for the relief of Paris." At Paris, sentinels are 
posted at the doors of all the bakeis ; on the aist of Octol>er one 

I "Ardlim Nitionalei," F. i, jitG. LeHsr oT U. de Lopin, Mnjor it NitBes, ta Au 
CoBmUDdajll oT ProTeacs, M. de Feriicird, July 17, 1790: "Tbe [ilun and cunipiiacia* 
which wtte ttMbutai Is the nnqoidisd faitj, uid wbirli, i[ ni brliestd, mnld be di»> 
cornvd ID tba iepon^ooM ot tbe four handled mm ia piiton, raqiih u the proccflduft 
advance. The Ttriubis nipriti an (a be fonnd unonf the inrompn," 

■ RoBiind Bochei. iil. i4D(Mrniariitt of the M'tnisten, Oct'ber il, T7B9).— " Arehin 
N.itlonolu," D. nil. }.— UtliUralion of Uu^ Uiuunipil Council of Venon (NonnbK 4, 
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of the latter is lanterned, and his head is borne about on a pike. 
'On the 27th of October, at Vernon, a corn-merchant named 
Planter, who the preceding winter had supported the poor for six 
'leagues around, has to take his turn. At the present moment the 
people do not forgive him for having sent flour to Paris, and he is 
hung twice, but is saved through the breaking of the rope each 
time. — It is only by force and under an escort that it is possible 
to insure the arrival of grain in a town ; the excited people or the 
Nationvil Guards constantly seize it on its passage. In Normandy 
the militia of Caen stops wheat on the highways which is destined 
for Harcourt and elsewhere.* In Brittany, Auray and Vannes 
retain the convoys for Nantes, and Lannion those for Brest. Brest 
having attempted to negotiate, its commissioners are seized, and, 
with knives at their throats, are forced to sign a renunciation, pure 
and simple, of the grain which they have paid for, and they are 
led out of Lannion and stoned on the way. Eighteen hundred 
men, consequently, leave Brest with four cannon, and go to 
recover their property with their guns loaded. These are the 
customs prevalent during the great famines of feudal times ; and, 
from one end of France to the other, to say nothing of the out- 
breaks of the famished in the large towns, si.-nilar outrages or 
attempts at recovery are constantly occurring. — "The armed 
population of Nantua, Saint-Claude, and Septmoncel," says a 
dispatch,* " have again cut off provisions from the Gex region ; 
there is no wheat coming there from any direction, all the roads 
being guarded. Without the aid of the government of Geneva, 
which is willing to lend to this region eight hundred cuttings of 
wheat, we should either die of starvation or be compelled to take 
grain by force from the municipalities which keep it to themselves." 
"Narbonne starves Toulon; the navigation of the Languedoc 
canal is intercepted ; the people on its banks repulse two com- 
panies of soldiers, bum a lai^ge building, and want to destroy the 
canal itself." Boats are stopped, waggons are pillaged, bread is 
forcibly lowered in price, stones are thrown and guns discharged; 
the populace contend with the Nitional Guard, peasants with 
townsmen, purchasers with dealers, artisans and labourers with 

* "Archives Nationalcs,** KK, 3x05. Correspondence of M. de Thtard, November 4, 
1789.— See similar occurrences, Se. tember 4, October 23, November 4 and 19, 1789, 
January 27 and March 27, 1790. 

• " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3257. Letter from Gex, May 29, i790.~Koiix and 
Bucbcz, vii. 198, 369 (September, October, 1790). 
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fanners and tand-owners, at Castetnaudary, Nioit, Snat-Gtienm 
in Aisn«, in Pas-de-CaUIs, and especially along the Hhe itictdiiii 
from Monlbrison to Angers — that is to say, fiK almost t}ie iritole < 
the extent of the vast basin of the Ixnre, — soch ts tbe spectad 
presented by the year 1790. — And yet the (Top has not been 
bad ore. But there is no circulation of grain. Each petty cead 
has formed a league for the monopoly of food ; and hence tfi 
Casting of others and the convulsions of the entire body txK di 
first eflects of the unbridled freedom which die ConstitutioD an 
circumsUnces have conferred on each local groupt 

" We are told to assemble, vote, and dea men that vili atten 
to our business; let us attend to it oorstelves. We have ha 
enough of talk and hypocrisy. Bread at two sous, and let us g 
after wheat where it can be found I " Such is d>e reasoning 1 
the peasantry, and, in Nivemais, Bonrbonnats, Berri, and Touiatn 
electoral gatherings are the firebrands of the insurrections.' i 
Sdint-Snuge, " the first work of die primary meeting is to oblige tt 
niunicijial officers to fix the price irf wheat under the penalty > 
being decapitated." At Saint-<i^ran the same course is taken wii 
regard to bread, wheat, and meat ; at Chitillon-en-Bayait it 
done with all supplies, and always a third or a half under tl 
market price, without mentioning other exactions. — They con 
by degrees to the drafting of a tariff for all the valuables thi 
know, proclaiming the maximum price which an article m 
reach, and so establishing a complete code of rural and soci 
economy. We see in the turbulent and spasmodic wording 
this instrument their dispositions and sentimente, as in a mirro 
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CHAP. II. THE APPLICATION OF 7UE CONSTITUTION. 2S7 

It is the programme of vUlagcrs. Its diverse articles, save local 
variations, must be executed, iiow oi>e and now ilie other, accord- 
ing to the occasion, the need, and the lime, and, above all, what- 
ever concerns provisions. The wish, as usual, is the father of the 
thought ; the peasantry thinks that it is acting by authority : here, 
through a decree of the King and the National Assembly, there, 
by a commission directly entrusted to the Comte d'Estrdes. Even 
l)efore lhis> in the market- place of Saint- Amand, " a man jumped on 
a heap of wheat and cried out, * In the name of the King and the 
nation, wheat at one-half the market-price ! '" An old officer of 
the Royal Grenadiers, a chevalier of the order of Saint-Louis, 
is reported to be marching at the head of several parishes, and 
]>romulgatmg ordinances in his own name and that of the King, 
im|H)sing a fine of eight livres on whoever may refuse to join him. 
— On all sides there is a swarm of blouses, and resistance is fruit- 
less. There are too man} of them, the constabulary being drowned 
in the flood. For, these rustic legislators are the National Guard 
itself, and when they vote reductions upon, or requisitions for, 
subsistences, they enforce their demands with their guns. 

The municipal officials, willingly or unwillingly, must needs 
serve the insurgents. At Donjon the Electoral Assembly has 
seized the mayor of the place and threatened to kill him, or to 
burn his house, if he did not put the cutting of wheat at forty sous; 
whereupon he signs, and all the mayors with him, " under the 
penalty of death." As soon as this is done the peasants, *' to the 
sound of fifes and drums," spread through the neighbouring 
parishes and force the delivery of wheat at forty sous, and show 
such a determined spirit that the four brigades of gendarmes 
sent out against them think it best to retire. — Not content with 
taking what they want, they i)rovide for reserve supplies ; wheat 
is a prisoner. In Nivemais and Bourbonnais, the peasants trace 

fotrs or markets. All cut€» are to l>e.on the same footing as the one at Bifze. There 
mufit he no more ^olesale dealers in wheat. Law officers who make Qnju»t sciznres must 
return the money. Farm leases mast expire on St. Martin's Da)'. M. Ic Comte, althoa;{h 
not there, M. de Tontenelle, and M. de Commandant must s.fi^n this document without 
difficnlfy. M. de Mingot is formally to resign his place in writing : he went away with 
his servant-woman — he even missed his mass on tho first Friday of the Fete-Dien, and it 
is supposed that he sl«^ in the woods. Joiners' wages shall be fixed a' the same rate as 
whet Iwrif^hts*. Ox-straps are not to cost ovor 40 sous, yokes 10 sous. Masters most pay 
one-half of the faiUes. Notaries are to take only the half of what they had formerly, as 
well as comptrollers. The Commune claims the right of protest against whatever it may 
have forgotten in the pre*^ent article, in fact or in law.'* It is signed by about twenty 
persons, severaU of them being mayors and municipal clerks. 

S 




1'j ■ a brmin'ary line over which no sack of grain of that region ir 

I ^ pass 1 in case of any infraction of this law the rope and the to 

are close at hand for the delinquent — It remains to see that t 
I rule is enforced. In Berri bands of peasants visit the markets 

see that their tariff is everywhere maintained. In vain are t] 
told that they are emptying the markets; "they reply that tl 
know how to make grain come, that they wilt take it Crom priv 
hands, and money besides, if necessary," In &ct, the gniuu 

Eand cellars belonging to a large number of penoos are [xUag 
Farmers are constrained to put their crops into a comm<ni gram 

I ' and the rich are put to ransom; "the nobles are compelled 
L " contribute, and obliged to give entiie domains as donatioi 

cattle are carried off, and they want to take the lives of the p 

prietors," while the towns, which defend their stcwehonses i 

J markets, are openly attacked.' Bourbon-Lancy, Bourboo-l'Atchi 

i bault, Saint-Pierre-le-Moutier, Montlu^n, Saint-Amand, Cbate 

I Gontier, Decises, each petty cx>mmunity is an islet assailed by 

i p motinting tide of rustic insurrection. The militia pass the ni{ 

jjllli^ under arms; detachments of the National Guards of the la 

towns with regular troops «>me and garnson them. The red f 

I is continuously raised for eight days at Bourbon-Lancy, and cane 

stand loaded and pointed in the public square. On the 34th 

! May an attack is made on Saint Pierre-le-Houtier, and fiisillai 

{ I take place all night on both sides. On the snd of June, Saj 

||V| ijl Amand, menaced by twenty-seven parishes, is saved only by 1 

1 ' 1; preparations it makes and by the garrison. About the same ti 

|(;i j Bourbon-Lancy is attacked by twelve paii^es combined, a 

( ^ j Chateau-Gontier by the sabstiers of the forests in the vicinity. 

!, ' I bond of from four to five hundred villagers arrests the convoys 

1 || Saint-Amand, and forces their escorts to capitulate ; another ba 

(- j ' ' intrenches itself in the Chateau de la Fin, and fires throughout 1 

|M I ji day on the regulars and the National Guard. — The lai^ to* 

li' I themselves are not safe. Three or four hundred rustics, led 

j] I ,■ their municipal officers, forcibly enter Tours, to compel 1 

II J municipality to lower the price of com and diminish the rate 
<i J j- leases. Two thousand slate-quarry-men, armed with guns, sp 

I and forks, force their way into Angei^ to obtain a reduction 

' "ArthivM NiliomJci," H. 145J. Tie tame coirtlpondeiiee, Mijr a^ June ii 
17. Septonbcr 15. i;go,—/iiJ^ F. 7, 1)57. Letter of tbe DUDicipil sutbisitiea at 1 
ngny, Ktf 3 i o) ibe inunlcipal oScsi of B(»itiaD-J.uc]>, JntM 5. Eilnct fran bl 
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bread, fire upon the guard, and are charged by the troops and the 
National Guard ; a number remain dead in the streets, two are 
hung that very evening, and the red flag is displayed for eight 
days. " The town," say the dispatches, " would have been 
pillaged and burnt had it not been for the Picardy raiment." 
Fortunately, as the crop promises to be a good one, prices fall. 
As the Electoral Assemblies are closed, the fermentation subsides; 
2nd towards the end of the year, like a clear spell in a steady 
storm, the gleam of a truce appears in the civil war excited by 
hunger. 

But the truce does not last long, as it is broken in twenty 
places by isolated explosions ; and towards the month of July, 
1791, the disturbances arising from the uncertainty of subsistences 
begin again, to cease no more. We will consider but one group 
in this univcrKal state of disorder — that of the eijjht or ten depart- 
men's which surround Paris and furnish it with supplies, liiese 
districts, Brie and Beauce, are rich wheat regions, and not only 
wad the crop of 1790 good, but that of 1791 is ample. Informa- 
tion is sent to the minister from Laon' that, in the department of 
Aisne, " there is a supply of wheat for two years . . . that the 
bams, generally empty by the month of April, will not be so this 
season before July," and, cnnsequently, " subsistences are assured," 
But this does not suffice, for the source of the evil is not in a 
scarcity of wheat. In order that everybody, in a vast and popu- 
lous country, where the soil, cultivation, and occupations diSer, 
may eat, it is essential that food should be attainable by the non- 
producers; and lor it to reach them freely, without delay, solely 
by the natural operation of supply and demand, it is essential that 
there should be a police able to protect property, transactions, and 
transport. Just in proportion as the authority of a State becomes 
weakened, and in proportion as security diminishes, the distribu- 
tion of subsistences becomes more and more difficult : a gendar- 
merie, therefore, is an indispensable wheel in the machine by 
which we are able to secure our daily bread. Hence it is that, 
in 1791, daily bread is wanting to a large number of men. Simply 
through the working of the Consmution, all restraints, already 
slackened both at the extremities and at the centre, are becominj; 
looser and more loose each day. The municipalities, which arc 
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really sovcri'lyn, rc[>ri.'ss ihe [)Ci»[)]e mare ftdjly, some bt'Ciuse 
lallerari: ihc bolileraml themselves more limiil, and others Itecs 
they are more raili al anti always consider them in the right. ' 
National Guard is wearied, never comes forward, or refuses U| 
its arms. The active citizens arc disgusted, and remain at b/^ 
At fetam pes,' where ihey are convoked by the commissioners ttf 
<lcpanroeiil to lake steps to re-estahliah some kind of order, c 
twenty assemble ; the uthers excuse themselves by saying tha 
the populace knew that they opposed its will, " their hou^es wo 
be burnt," and they accordingly «uy away. "Thus," write 
commissioners, " the common-weal u given op to artisan* \ 
labourers whose views are limited to their own existence." — Ii 
accordingly, the lower cla^ which rules, and the informatioB a; 
which it bases its decrees consists of rumours which it accept 
nianitfactnres, to hide by an appearance of right the outra 
which are liue to its cupidity or to the brutalities of its hun 
At ^tampes, "tlicy have been made to believe that the gi 
which had been sold for supplying the departments below 
Loire, is shipped at PaimbcEuf and taken out of the kings 
from there to be sold abroad." In the suburbs of Rouen i 
imagine that grain is piuposely " ingulfed in the swamps, poi 
and clay-pits." At Laon, imbecile and Jacobin committees attril 
the deaniess of provisions to the avidity of the rich and the m 
volence of the aristocrais : according to them, "jealous mill 
aires grow rich at the expense of the people. They know 
popular strength," and, not daring to measure their forces wit! 
" in an honuurable fight," have recourse " to treachery." 
conquer the people easily they have detenniiied to reiiuce t1 
in advance by extreme siiflering and by the length of their . 
ind hence Ihcy monopoliie " wheat, rye, and meal, soap, su 
and brandy." ' — Siniih^r reports suffice to Excite a suffering en 

1 "Archive! Natioulei," t. 7, jiAS. Pracii-vtrimt toi obnmtioiuof tha two 
vaiuioiien Hnl to Etanpei, ^«pcembar 11 — aj, f?^!. 

• "AnliiTH NaliiRuln.' F. 7, 1165. Tha lbnoi>iD( docimmt, amaBK nuaj t> 
■bom the apedicDU ud CDncFptlon) ef Ihe popular imagrnitiaD. Petition of ■ 
inhahitjuiCi of tho eoduBDive of Fot(ei (^eiee Inftrieaje) " to the food and incornq 
UinidOTDf tha iDtetior" (October 16, i7f>|. "Aftv Ihra (wid cropi in mmaia 
famiae itill nmtiDiioi. Ueder the ancient r^fiae wheat wai nper^huiiiluit ; li»i 
fed with it, uid cilvu mm falErncd with bread. II it certain, tberelore, Uiat wb 
dhrertad bj monopoLiien and the cnmiirt of the ae* je^me. The f«naa are too 1, 
let then be dlTidad. Tterc ii too much pjHlure.grDand : low it with iriieit. Coaprl 
bnan and land-owner to eive a itaieinent of faii crap : let Um quutit]? be pntilMi 
Ibc cbnnb tanice, and ia cue o{ falichood let Ihe man be put to d&ith oc lapruaBti 
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to acts of violence, and it roust inevitably accept for its leaders 
and advisers those who urge it forward on the side to which it is 
inclined. The people always require leaders, and they are chosen 
wherever they can be found, at one time amongst the dlite, and 
at another amongst the dregs. Now that the nobles are driven 
out, the bourgeoisie in retirement, the large cultivators under sus- 
picion, while animal necessities exercise their blind and inter- 
mittent despotism, the appropriate popular ministers consist of 
adventurers and of bandits. They need not be very numerous, 
for in a place full of combustible matter a few firebrands suf- 
fice to start the conflagration. "About twenty, at most, can be 
counted in the towns of ^tampes and Dourdan, men with 
nothing to lose and everything to gain by disturbances ; they are 
those who always produce excitement and disorder, while other 
citizens afford them the means through their indifference." Those 
whose names are known among the new guides of the crowd are 
almost all escaped convicts whose previous habits have accustomed 
them to blows, violence, frequently to murder, and always to 
contempt for the law. At Brunoy,* the leaders of the out- 
break are "two deserters of the i8ih regiment, sentenced and 
unpunished, who, in company with the vilest and most despe* 
rate of the parish, always go about armed and threatening." 
At jfetampes, " the two principal assassins of the mayor are a 
poacher repeatedly condemned for poaching, and an old carbineer 
dismissed from his regiment with a bad record against him."' 
Around these are artisans " without a known residence," wamler- 
ing workmen, journeymen and apprentices, vagrants and highway 
rovers, who flock into the towns on market-days and are always 
ready for mischief when an opportunity occurs. Vagabonds, 
indeed, now roam about the country everywhere, all restrictions 
against them having ceased. 

" For a year past," write several parishes in the neighbourhood 



his irrain be confiscated. Oblige all the culthrators of the oeighboorfaood to sell their 
wheat at Forges ooly, 8tc" 

> " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3268. Report of the commissioners sent by the depart • 
menty March iz, 1792 (apropos of the insurrection of March 4).— Mortimer- i emani, i. 
381. 

' *' Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3168. Letters of several mayors, district administrators, 
cultivators of Velisy, Villatoublay, La CcUe-Saint-CIoud, Montigny, &c. November is, 
179Z. — Letter of M. de Narbonne, January 13, 1792 ; of M. Snreau, justice of the peace in 
the canton of fitampcs, September 17, 1791.— Letter of Bruyftrcs-le-Chatel, January 28^ 
«7V». 
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of Versailles, '' we have seen no gendarmes except those who 
come with decrees," and hence the multiplication of " murders 
and brigandage " between ittampes and Versailles, on the high- 
ways and in the country. Bands of thirteen, fifteen, twenty and 
twenty-two beggars rob the vineyards, enter farm-houses at night, 
and compel their inmates to lodge and feed them, returning in 
the same way every fortnight, all farms or isolated dwellings 
being their prey. An ecclcsinstic is killed in his own house in 
the suburbs of Versailles, on the 26th of September, 1791, and, 
on the same day, a bourgeois and his wife are garotted and 
fbbbed. On the 22nd of September, near Saint-R^mi-Honor^, 
eight bandits ransack the dwelling of a farmer. On the 25th of 
September, at Villers-le-Sec, thirteen others strip another farmer, 
and then add with much politeness, " It is lucky for your masters 
that they are not here, for we would have roasted them at yonder 
fire."* Six similar outrages are committed by armed ruffians in 
dwelling places, within a radius of from three to four leagues, 
accompanied with the threats of the chauffeurs} " After enter" 
prises of such force and boldness," write the people of this region, 
'* there is not a well to-do man in the country who can rely upon 
an hour's security in his house. Already many of our best culti- 
vators are giving up their business, while others threaten to do 
the same in case these disorders contmue." — What is worse still 
is the fact that in these outrages most of the bandits were ''in 
the national uniform." The most ignorant, the poorest, and most 
fanatical of the National Guard thus enlist for the sake of plunder. 
It is so natural for men to believe in their right to that of which 
they feel the need, that the possessors of wheat thus become its 
monopolizers, and the superfluity of the rich the property of the 
poor ! This is what the peasants say who devastate the forest of 
Bruyferes-le-Chatel : ** We have neither wood, bread, nor work — 
necessity knows no law." 

The necessaries of life are not to be had cheap under such a 
system. There is too much anxiety, and property is too pre- 
carious ; there are too many obstacles to commerce ; purchases, 
sales, shipments, arrivals and payments are too uncertain. How 
are goods to be stored and transported in a country where neither 
the central government, the local authorities, the National Guard, 

1 A term appli^ to brigands at this epoch who demand money and objects of valoe^ 
tuid force their delivery by exposine the koles of the feet oi their victims to a fire.— (Te.] . 
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nor the regular troops perform their duties, and where every 
transaction in produce, even the most legal and the most service- 
able, is subject to the caprice of a dozen villains whom the 
populace obey ? Wheat remains in the bam, or is secreted, or is 
kept waiting, and only reaches by stealth the hands of those who 
are rich enough to pay, not only its price, but the extra cost of 
the risk. Thus forced into a narrow channel, it rises to a rate 
which the depreciation of the assignais augments, its deamess 
being not only maintainetl, but ever on the increase. — Thereupon 
popular instinct invents for the cure of the evil a remedy which 
serves to aggravate it : henceforth, wheat must not travel ; it is 
impounded in the canton in which it is gathered. At Laon, 
"the people have sworn to die rather than let their food be 
carried off." At ^tampes, to which the municipality of Angers 
dispatches an administrator ol its hospital to buy two hundred 
and fifty sacks of flour, the commission cannot be executed, the 
delegate not even daring to avow for several days the object of 
his coming ; all he can do is " to visit incognito, and at night, the 
dit)erent flour-dealers in the valley, who would offer to furnish 
the supply, but fear for their lives and dare not com leaife their 
houses^^ — The same violence is shown in the more distant circle 
of departments which surround the first circle. At Aubigny, in 
Clier,^ grain-waggons are stopped, the district administrators are 
menaced ; two have a price set on their heads ; a portion of the 
National Guard sides with the mutineers. At Chaumont, in 
Haute-Marne, the whole of the Nadonal Guard is in a state of 
mutiny ; a convoy of over three hundred sacks is stopped, the 
Hotel-de Ville forced, and the insurrecdon lasts four days ; the 
directory of the department takes flight ; and the people seize on 
the powder and cannons. At Douai, in the Nord, to save a grain- 
dealer, he is put in prison ; the mob forces the gates, the soldiers 
refuse to fire, and the man is hung, while the directory of the 
department takes refuge in Lille. At Montreuil-sur-Mer, in Pas- 
de-Calais, the two leaders of the insurrection, a brazier and a 



^ " Archives Natiooales/* F. 7, 3203. Letter of the Directory of Cher, Aagust as, 279i>^ 
F. 7, 3240. Letter of the Directory of Haute Mame, N'ovember6, 1791. — F. 7, 3248. /Voob- 
V€HhU of the members of the department of the North, March 18, i79r. — F. 7, 3250. Prot^* 
verbal of the mnnicipal oflficers of Montreail-snr-Mer, October i6, 1791. — F. 7, 3265. 
Letter of the Directory of Seine InfiSrieure, July 22, 1791. — D. xxix. 4. Remonstrances of 
the monict|»atities assembled at Tortes, July ti, 1791. l*etittons of the municipal officers 
of the districts of IMeppe, Cany, and Candebec, July tz^ 2791. 
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borse-shoer, " Btqiielin, called Petit-Gueux," the lalter with his 
sabre in hand, re;ily lo the summons of the municipai authorities, 
tbat "not a grain shall ^o now that they arc masters," and that if 
titey daie to make snch proclamations " they will oil off their 
heads." There are no means of resistance. The National 
Guard, when it is convoked, does not respond ; the Tohmteen 
i(ben called upon tun tiictr motets down, and the cxowd, 
assembled beneath the windows, shoots oat its hozzehs. So 
much the worse (or the law when it oiq>oses popular pasakm : 
" We «rill not obey it," they say ; "people mate laws pieau Oiem- 
idvet" — By way kA practical iflustnition, at Tcntes, in SeioA- 
Inffrieure, six thousand armed men belongii^ to the surrounding 
parishes form a deliberative armed body ; the better to *Ttatfliih 
their rights, they bting two cannon with them fastened by rc^M 
on a couple of carts; twenty-two companies oC the Natkxul 
Guard, each under its own banner, march beside them, while all 
peaceable inhaUtants are compelled to fall in " under penalty of 
death," the municipal officers being at their head. This imfHO- 
vised parliament promulgates a complete law in relation to grain, 
which, as a matter of form, is sent for acceptance to the depart- 
ment, and to the National Assembly ; and one of its articles 
declares that all husbandmen shall be forbidden " to sell their 
wheat elsewhere than on the market-places," With no other 
outlet for it, wheat must be brought to the com markets {haiki), 
and when these are full the price must necessarily bXL 

vniat a profound deception I Even in the granary of France 
wheat remains dear, and costs about one-third more than would 
be necessary to secure the sale of bread at two sous the pound, 
in conformity with the will of the people. For instance,* at 
Gonesse, Dourdan, Corbeil, Mennecy, Bninoy, Limours, Brie- 
Comte-Robett, and especially at £tampes and Monllh^, the 
holders of grun are compelled almost weekly, through the 
clamours and violence of the people, to reduce prices one-third 
and more. It is impossible for the authorities to maintain, on 
their com-exchange, the freedom of buying and selling. The 
regular troops have been sent off by the people beforeliaod. 
Whatever the tolerance or connivance of the soldiers may be, tbe 
people have a vague sentiment that they are not there to permit 

■ "Acdura NuJouilM," F. I, i>M and j>(>9, jiiuuii. 
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Ihe ripping open of sacks of flour, or the seizing of farmers by the 
throat To get rid of all obstacles and of being watched, they 
make use of the municipality itself, and force it to effect its own 
disarmament The municipal officers, besteged in the town-hall, 
at times threatened with pistols and bayonets,^ dispatch to die 
detachments they are expecting an order to tuni back, and entreat 
the Directory not to send any more troops, for, if any come, they 
have been told that " they will be sorry for it." Nowhere are 
there regular troops. At 6tampes, the people repeat that " they 
are sent for and paid by the flour-dealers ; " at Montlhdry, that 
" they merely serve to arm citizens against each other ; " at Liniours, 
that '' they make grain dearer." All pretexts seem good in this 
direction ; the popular will is absolute, and the authorities com- 
placently meet its decrees half-way. At Montlh^ry, the muni- 
cipal body orders the gendarmerie to remain at the gales of the 
town, which gives full play to the insunection. — ^The adminis- 
trators, however, are not relieved by leaving the people free to 
act ; they are obliged to sanction their exactions by ordinances. 
They are taken out of the H6tel-de-Ville, led to the market- 
place, and there forthwith, under the dictation of the uproar m hich 
establishes prices, they, like simple clerks, proclaim the reduction. 
When, moreover, the armed rabble of a village marches forth to 
tyrannize over a neighbouring market, it carries its mayor along 
with it in spite of himself, as an official instrument which belongs 
to it* " There is no resistance against force," writes the mayor 
of Vert-le-Petit ; " we had to set forth immediately." — ** They 
assured me," says the Mayor of Fontenay, " that, if I did not 
obey them, they would hang me." — On any municipal officer 
hazarding a remonstrance, they tell him that " he is getting to be 
an aristocrat" "Aristocrat" and "the gallows" argument is 
irresistible, and all the more so because it is practically applied. 

* " Archives Nationalos/* F. 7, 3268 and 3269, ptusiht. Deliberation of the Directory of 
Seine-et-Oise, September so, 1791 (apropos of the tiuurrectioiip September 16, at 
£tampes}. — Letter of Cbarpentier, president of^tbe district, September 19.— Report of 
the Department Commissioners, March xx, 1792 (on the insurrection at Hninoy, March 
4). —Report of the Department Commissioners, March 4, 179* <on the insurrection at 
Montlh^r)-, February 13 to 20).— Deliberation of the Directory of Seinc-et-Oise, Sep- 
tember x6, X791 (on the insurrection iU Corbeil). — Letters of the mayors of Limours, Lon- 
jumeau, &c. 

« " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3*68 and 3269, passim,— Procis^wrbal of the Munici- 
pality of Montlh^ry, February 28, X792 : " We cannot enter into fuller details without expoS' 
ing ourselves to extremities which would be only disastrous to us." — Letter of the jnstiie of 
the peace of the canton, February '^5 : " Public outcry te.iches me that if I issue writs ci 
an est against those who massacred rhti>auU, the people would rise." 
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At Corbeil, ihe prDiureur-syndk wlio tries to enforce the law id 
almost beaten to deatli, and three houses in which they try to 
find iiim ate demolished. At Moollhery, a seeilsiiian, accused 
of mixing the Hour of beans (twice as dearj with wheaten flour, is 
massacred in his own house. At Etampes, the mayor who 
promulgates the law is cudyelled to death. Mobs talk of nothing 
but " burning and destroying,'' while ihe faniiL-ri, abused, hooted 
at, forced to sell, threatened with death and robbed, ran awajr, 
declaring they will never return to the market again. 
I Such is the first eficct of popular dictatorship. Like all m- 
I intelligent forces, it operates in a direction the revene of its 
': intention : to deamess it adds dearth, and empties, instead of 
; replenishing, the maHiets. That of ^tampes often ctmtasied 
fifteen or sixteen hundred sacks of flour; the we^ ftdlowing 
this insurrection there were, at most, six^ brought to iL At 
Hontlh^ry, where %\x thousand men had collected together, eadi 
one obtains for his share only a small measure, while the bakers 
of the town have none at all. This being the case, the enraged 
National Guards tell the farmers that they are coming to see them 
on their farms. And they really go.' Drums roll constantly oa 
Ihe roads around Montlh6'y, Limours, and other lai^ market- 
towns. Columns of two, thre.-, and four hundred mien are seen 
passing under the tead of their commandant and of the mayor 
whom they take along with them. They enter each farm, mount 
into the granaries, estimate the quantity of grain thrashed out, and 
force the proprietor to sign an agreement to bring it to market 
the following week. Sometimes, as they are hungry, they compel 
people to give them something to eat and drink on the spot, and 
it will not do to enrage them, — a farmer and bis wife come near 
being hung in their own bam. 

Useless pains. Wheat is impounded and hunted up in vain ■ 
it takes to the earth or slips off like a frightened animal. In vain 
do insurrections continue. In vain do armed mobs, in all the 
niarket-towns of the department," subject grain to a forced reduc- 
tion of price. Wheat becomes scarcer and dearer from month to 
month, r'sing in price from tweniy-six francs to thirty-three. And 

> "ArchiTCt NMimula," F. 7, itfit and 316% ^oihh. Reporb of tl 
Fcbiuuy I*. 'I'M. md the rallawing diyi.— Ltller of the Brig: "" 
oftlHiuiuceroftlwbuiiuf neoii.le-CnBU. Fflmurytj. 

• "Archive. Naliotule.," F. 7. ji«B and 3161). AwiW-Moi 
■iMsiblTbr thadtiuiuaflUinboalllM.ScptsniberiT, \iv. 
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because the outraged farmer " brings now a very little," just " what 
is necessary to sacrifice in order to avoid threats, he sells at 
home, or in the inns, to the flour-dealers from Paris." — The people, 
in running after abundance, have thus fallen deeper down into 
want : their brutality has aggravated their misery, and it is to 
themselves that their starvation is owing. But they are far from 
attributing all this to their own insubordination ; the magistrates are 
accused ; these, in the eyes of the populace, are " in league with 
the monopolizers." On this incline no stoppage is possible. 
Distress increa<:es rage, and rage increases distress ; and on this 
fatal declivity men are precipitated from one outrage to another. 

After the month of February, 1793, such outrages are innu* 
merable ; the mobs which go in quest of grain or which cut \ 
down its price consist of armies. One of six thousand men comes 
to control the market of Montlh^ry.* There are seven to eight 
thousand men who invade the market-place of Vemeuil, and there 
is an army of ten and another of twenty-five thousand men, who 
remain organized for ten days near Laon. One hundred and fifty 
parishes have sounded the tocsin, and the insurrection spreads for 
ten leagues around. Five boats loaded with grain are stopped, 
and, in spite of the orders of district, department, minister, King, 
and National Assembly, they refuse to surrender them. I'heir 
contents, in the meantime, are made the most o£ '* The muni- 
cipal officers of the different parishes, assembled together, pay 
themselves their fees, to wit : one hundred sous per diem for the 
mayor, three livres for the municipal officers, two livres ten sous 
for the guards, two livres for the porters. They have ordered that 
these sums should be paid in grain, and they reduce grain, it is 
said, fifteen livres the sack. It is certain that they have divided it 
amongst themselves, and that fourteen hundred sacks have been dis- 
tributed." In vain do the commissioners of the National Assembly 
make speeches to them three hours in length. The discourse 
being finished, they deliberate, in presence of the commissioners, 
whether the latter shall be hung, drowned, or cut up, and their 
heads put on the five points of the middle of the abbey railing. On 
being threatened with military force, they make their dispositions 

* ** Archivw Nationalet," F* 7. 3»68 and 3269, pasttm, Prvcks-verdal of the Munici- 
pality of Montlb^ry, February 27, 1792.— Kotuc and Buchex, xiii. 421, March, 1792. and xiii. 
317.— 3/rrrwnr de France^ February t5, I79«. (Lettcn of M. Danchy, President of the 
Directory of the Deinrtment ; of M. de Gouy, messenger sent by the minister, &c.>~- 
Maniieur^ sitting of Febniary 15, 179a. 
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accordingly. Nine hundred men who relieve eadi other watch day 
and night on the ground, in a well-chosen and permanent encamp- 
ment, while signalmen stationed in the belfries of the surrounding 
villages have only to sound the alarm to bring together twenty- ^_y 
five thousand men in a few hours. — So long as the Government ^ 
remains on its feet it carries on the combat as well as it can ; but it/O^ 
grows weaker from month to month, and, after th^^pjliafAiigusty^ 

when it lies on the ground, the mob takes its place and beconits • 

the universal sovereign. From this time forth not only is the law 
which protects subsistences powerless against the disturbers of sale 
and circulation, but the Assembly actually sanctions their acts, 
since it decrees* the stoppage of all proceedings commenced 
against them, remits sentences already passed, and sets free all 
who are imprisoned or in irons. Behold every administration, with 
merchants, proprietors, and farmers abandoned to the famished, 
the furious, and to robbers ; henceforth subsistences are for those 
who are disposed and able to take them. " You will be told," 
says a petition,' " that we violate the law. We reply to tliese jwr- 
fidious insinuations that the salvation of the people is the supreme 
Jaw. We come in order to keep the markets supplied, and to 
insure an uniform price for wheat throughout the. Republic. For, 
there is no doubt about it, the purest patriotism dies out (sic) when 
there is no bread to be had. . . . Resistance to oppression — ^yes, 
resistance to oppression is the most sacred of duties ; is there 
any oppression more terrible than that of wanting bread ? Un- 

doubteilly, no Join us and *^a ira, 9a ira !' We cannot 

end our petition better than with this patriotic air." This suppli- 
cation was written on a drum, amidst a circle of firearms ; and 
with such accompaniments it is equivalent to a command. — They 
are well aware of it, and of their own authority they often confer 
upon themselves not only the right but also the title. In Loire- 
et-Cher,^ a band of from four to five thousand men assume the 
name of "Sovereign Power.** They go from one market-town to 
another, to Saint-Calais, Montdoubleau, Elois, Vendome, reducing 
the cost of provisions, their troop rolling up like a snowball — for 

• Decree of September 3, 1792. 

• *' Archh*e8 Nationalos," F. 7, 3268 and 3269. Petition of the citizens of Montfort- 
I'Araaury, Saint«Legcr, Gros-Kouvre, Gclin, Laqueue, and M£rcp to the citizens of Kam- 
bouillet. 

• " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3230. Letter of an administrator of the district of Ven- 
dumc, with the deliLeration of the commune ot \'tinilumc, November 24, 1792. 
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they threaten " to bum the effects and set fire to the houses of all 
who are not as courageous as themselves." 

In this state of social dibintegration, insurrection is a gangrene in . 
which the healthy are infected by the morbid parts. Mobs are | 
everywhere produced and re-produced, incessantly, large and \ 
small, like abscesses which break out side by side, and painfully 1 
irritate each other and finally combine. There are the towns 
against the rural districts and rural districts against the towns. 
O . the one hand " every farmer who contributes anything to the 
market passes (at home) for an aristocrat/ and becomes the 
horror of his fellow-citizens in the village." On the other hand 
the National Guards of the towns spread themselves through the 
rural districts and make raids to save themselves from death by 
hunger.' It is admitted in the rural districts that each munici- 
pality has the right to isolate itself from the rest. It is admitted 
in the towns that each town has the right to derive its provisions 
from the country. It is admitted by the indigent of each com- 
mune that the commune must p-ovide bread gratis or at a 
cheap rate. On the strength of this there is a shower of stones 
and a fusillade ; department agiinst department, district against 
district, canton against canton, all fight for food, and the strongest 
get it and keep it for themselves. — I have simply described the 
North, where, for the past three years, the crops are good. I 
have omitted the South, where trade is interrupted on the canaJ 
of the Deux Mers, where the procureur-syndic of Aude has lately 
been massacred for trying to secure the passage of a convoy; 
where the harvest has been poor ; where, in many places, bread 
costs eight sous the pound ; where, in almost every department, a 
bushel of wheat is sold twice as dear as in the North ! 

Strange phenomenon 1 and the most instructive of all, for in it 
we see down into the depths of humanity ; for, as on a raft of 
shipwrecked beings without food, there is a reversion to a state 



* " Archives Nationales,** F. 7, 3255. Letter of the Administrators of the Department 
of Seine-Int^rieure, October aj, 1792. — Letters of the Special Committee of Kouen, Octolier 
22 and 23, 1792 : " The more the zeal and patriotism of the cultivators is stimulated, the 
more do they seem determined to avoid the market-places, which are always in a state of 
absolute destitution/* 

« •* Archives Nationalcs,*' F. 7, 3265. Letter of David, a cultivator, October 10, 1792. — 
Letter of the Department Administrators, October 13, 1792, ftc. — Letter (printed) of the 
minister to tlie Conv{*ntion, November 4. — Proclamation of the Provisional Executive 
Council, October 31. 1792. ( llio tetter of grain of two hundred and forty pounds is sold at 
60 francs in the south, and at half that sum in the north.) 
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of nature. The light tissue of habit and of ntioiMl i 
which civilisation has envelopsd inan, is tore asonder and M 
floating in rags arouncl him ; the bare anns of tbe nrage Aom 
themselves, and they are striking out The onfy gwi« ha hu fat 
)us conduct is that of primitive days, the startled instnict of a 
craving stomadu Henceforth that which rales in him and thioogh 
him is animal necessity with its train f£ violent and nanow sngt- 
gestions, sometimes sanguinary and sometimes grotesque. In- 
competent or savage, in ail respects like a negro m<mardi, hii 
sole political expedients are «lher the methods of a slu^htcr- 
houie or the dreams of a carnival Two commisnoners whoa 
Roland, Minister of the Interior, sends to Lyons, are able to tee 
within a few days the carnival and the slaughter-house.' — On d>e 
one hand the peasants, all along the road, arrest everybody ; the 
people regard every traveller as an aristocrat who is ninning 
away — which is so much the worse for those who fait into their 
hands. Near Autun, four priests who, to obey the law, are 
betaking themselves to the frontier, are put in prison " for thetf 
own protection;" they arc taken out a quarter of an hour later, 
and, in spite of thirty-two of the mounted police, are massacred. 
" Their carriage was still burning as I passed, and the corpses 
were stretched out not lar off. Their driver was still in durance, 
and it was it vain that I solicited his release." — On the other 
hand, at Lyons, the power has fallen into the hands of the 
degraded women of the streets. "They seized the central club, 
constituted themselves commissaries of police, signed notices as 
such, and paid visits of inspection to store-bouses j" they drew 
up a tariff of provisions, " from bread and meat up to comnion 
peaches, and peaches of 6ne quality." They annonnced that 
" whoever dared to dispute it would be considered a traitor to the 
country, an adherent of the civil list, and prosecuted as studi.'* 
All this is published, proclaimed and applied by "finnale coiih 
missaries of police," themselves the dregs of the lowest sinks of 
corruption. Respectable housewives andwotkwomm had nothing 
to do with it, nor " working-people of any class." The sole 
actors of this administrative parody are " scamps, a few bullies 
of houses of ill-fame, and a portion of the dregs of the female sex." 
— To this end comes the dicutorship of instinct, yonder let loose 

Hb" F. 7, P55. Lctten of BotmoBui^ ScpMonbflr ir, t79>; of 
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on the highway in a massacre of priests, and here, in the second 
city of France, in the government of strumpets. 

III. 

The fear of starvation is only the sharper form of a more general 
passion, which is the desire of possession, and the determination not 
to give up the possessions attained No popular instinct had been 
longer, more rudely, more universally tried under the ancient regime ; 
and there is none which gushes out more readily under constraint, 
none whicli requires a higher or broader public barrier, or one 
more entirely constructed of solid blocks, to keep it in check. 
Hence it is that tliis passion from the commencement breaks 
down or engulfs the slight and low boundaries, the tottering 
embankments of crumbling earth between which the Constitution 
pretends to confine it. — The first flood sweeps away the pecuniary 
claims of the State, of the clergy, and of the noblesse. The people 
regard them as abolished, or, at least, they consider their debts 
discharged. Their idea, in relation to this, is formed and fixed ; 
for them it is that whicli constitutes the Revolution. The people 
have no longer a creditor; they are determined to have none, 
they will pay nobody, and first of all, they will make no further 
payment to the State. 

On the i4ihof July, 1790, the day of the Federation, the popula- 
tion cf Issoudun, in Touiaine, solemnly convoked for the purpose, 
had just taken the solemn oath which was to ensure public peace, 
social harmony, and respect for the law for evermore.* Here, 
prol)ably, as elsewhere, arrangements had been made for an affect- 
ing ceremonial; there were young girls dressed in white, and 
learned and impressionable magistrates were to pronounce philo- 
sophical harangues. All at once they discover that the people 
gathered on the public square are provided with clubs, scythes, 
and axes, and that the National Guard will not prevent their use ; 
on the contrar>-, the Guard itself is composed almost wholly of 
vine-dressers and others interested in the suppression of the duties 

* " Archhret Nationalet," H» 1453. Correspondence of M. de Berchenjr, July 28, October 
S4 and s6, i790.«-The same disposition lasted. An insurrection occurred in Issoudun 
after the three days of July* 1830, against the combined imposts. Seven or eight thousand 
Irine-dressers bnmt the archi^'es and taz^oflSces and drasrKnd an employ^ through the 
streets, shouting oat at each street-lamp, '* Let him be hungl" The general sent to 
^pprrss the outbreak entered the Xxrtm only through a capitulation ; the moment ha 
reached the H6td-de-Ville a man of the Faubourg de Rome put his pruning-liook .4rouod 
his neck, excUimiDg, " No more clerks where there is nothing to do I " 
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on wine, of coopers, innkeepers, workmen, carters of casks, and 
others of the same stamp, all rou;^h fellows who have their own 
wjy of interpre:ing the Social ConirncL The whole mass of de- 
crees, acta, and rhetoricil flourishes which are dispatched to ihcni 
from Paris, or which emanate from llie new authorities, are not 
worth a halfpenny lax maintained on ejcli bottle of wine. Tliere 
are to be no more excise duties ; tbey will only take the civic oath 
on this express condition, and that very evening they hang, in 
effigy, their two deputies, who " had not supported their interests " 
in the National Assembly. A few months later, c^ all the National 
Guard called upon to protect the clerks, only the conunandant 
and two officers respond to the summcms. If a docdc taxpayer 
happens to be found, he is not allowed to pay the dues ; this 
seems a defection and almost treachery. An entry of three 
puncheons of wine having been made, they are stove in with 
stones, a portion U drunk, and the rest taken to the barracks to 
debauch the soldiers ; M. de Sjuzay, commandant of the " Royal 
RoussiUon," who was bold enough to save the clerks, is menaced, 
and for tliis misdeed be barely escapes being hung himscIT. 
When the municipal body is called upon to interpose and employ 
force, it replies that " for so small a matter, it is not worth while 
to comproraise the lives of the ciliiens," and the regular troops 
sent to the Hdtel-de-Ville are ordered by the people not to go 
except with die but-ends of their muskets in the air. I^ve days 
after this the windows of the excise office are smashed, and the 
public notices are torn down ; the fermentation does not subside, 
and M. de Sautay writes that a regiment would be necessary to 
restrain the towa. At Saint-Amand the insurrection breaks out 
violently, and is only put down by violence. At Saint-Etienne- 
en Forcz, l«rth^as, a clerk in the excise office, falsely accused 
of monopolizing grain,' is fruitlessly defended by the National 
Guanl ; he is put in prison, according to the usual custom, to 
uvc his life, an I, for greater security, the crowd insi^it on his being 
&sti.'ncd by an iron collar. But, suddenly changing its mind, it 
breaks upon die do'^r and drags him to death. Stretched on the 
ground, liis head stitl moves and he raises his hand to it, when a 
woman, picking up a large stone, smashes his skull. — These ar? 
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not isolated occurrences. During the months of July and August, 
I789, the tax offices are burnt in almost every town in the king- 
dom. In vain does the National Assembly order their recon- 
stniction, insist on the maintenance of duties and octrois^ and 
explain to the people the public needs, pathetically reminding 
them, moreover, that the Assembly has already given them relief; 
— the people prefer to relieve themselves instantly and entirely. 
Whatever is consumed must no longer be taxed, either for the 
benefit of the State or for that of the towns. " Entrance dues on 
wine and cattle,** writes the municipality of Saint-6tienne, " scarcely 
amount to anything, and our powers aie inadequate for their 
enforcement." At Cambrai, two successive outbreaks compel the 
excise office and the magistracy of the town * to reduce the duties 
on beer one-half. But *' the evil, at first confined to one corner 
of the province, soon spreads ; " the grands baillis of Lille, Douai, 
and Orchies write that " we have hardly a bureau which has not 
been molested, and in which the taxes are not wholly subject to 
popular discretion." Those only pay who are disi)osed to do so, 
and, consequently, "greater fraud could not exist." The tax- 
payers, indeed, cunningly defend themselves, and find plenty of 
arguments or quibbles to avoid paying their dues. At Cambrai 
they allege that, as the privileged now pay as well as the rest, the 
'i'reasury must be rich enough.^ At Noyon, Ham, and Chauny, 
and in the surrounding parishes, the butchers, innkeepers, and 
publicans combined, who have refused to pay excise duties, pick 
flaws in the S])ecial decree by which the Assembly subjects them 
to the law, and a second special decree is necessary to circumvent 
these new legists. The process at Lyons is simpler. Here the 
thirty-two sections appoint commissioners ; these decide against 
the octroi^ and request the municipal authorities to abolish t. 
They must necessarily comply, for the people are at hand and are 
furious. Without waiting, however, for any legal measures, they 
take the authority on themselves, rush to the toll-houses and drive 
out the clerks, while large quantities of provisions, which " through 
a singular predestination" were waiting at the gates, come in 
free of duty. 

> "Archives Nationales/' F. 7, 3248. Letter of M. Sinac dc ^loilhan, April xo, 1790.— 
Letter of the grantU baillis^ June 30, 1790. 

* Roaz and Huchez, vi. 403. Report of Chobrond on the insurrection at I 70ns, July 9 
and xo^ 1790.— Dororgier, " Collection des IMcrets."— Decrees of August 4 and 15, 1790. 
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The Treasury defends itself as it best can agamst this univers-^ 
ally bad disposition of the tax-payer, against these irruptions and 
infiltrations of fraud ; it repairs the dyke where it has been 
carried away, stops up the fissures and again resumes collections. 
But how can these be regular and complete in a State where the 
courts dare not condemn delinquents, where public force dares 
not support the courts,^ where popular fivour protects the most 
notorious bandits and the worst vagabonds against the tribunals and 
against the public powers ? At Paris, where, after eight months 
of impunity, proceedings are begun against the pillagers who. on 
the 13th of August, 17^9, set fire to the tax offices, the officers 
of the election, "considering thit their audiences have become too 
tumultuous, that the thronging of the people excites uneasiness, 
that threats have been uttere 1 of a kind calculated to create 
reasonable alarm," are constrained to suspend their sittings and 
refer matters to the National As embly, while the latter, consider- 
ing that " if prosecutions are authorised in Paris it will be neces- 
sary to authorise them throughout the kingdom," decides that it 
is best " to veil the statue of the Law." ' Not only does the 
Assembly veil the statue of the Law, but it takes to pieces, 
remakes, and mutilates it, according to the requirements of the 
popular will ; and, in the matter of indirect imposts, all its decrees 
are forced upon it. The outbreak against the salt imix)st was 
terrible from the beginning ; sixty thousand men in Anjou alone 
combined to destroy it, and the price of salt had to be reduced 
from sixteen to six sous.' The people, however, are not satisfied 
with this. This monopoly has been the cause of so much suffering 
that they are not disposed to put up with any remains of it, and 
are always on the side of the smugglers against the excise officers. 
In the month of January, 1790, at B^ziers, thirty-two employ&, 
who had seized a quantity of contraband salt on the persons of 

• "Archh-es National^/* F. 7, 3255. Letter of the Minister, July «, 1790, to tb« 
Directory of Rhone-et- Loire. " The Kinjjf is informed that, throughout your department, 
and especially in the districts of Saint- Etienne and Af ontbrison, license is carried to tb« 
extreme ; that the judges dare not prosecute ; that in many places the municipal officers 
are at the head of the disturbances ; and that, in others, the National Guard do not obey 
requisitions.'* — Letter of September 5, 1790. "In the bourg of Thisy, brigands have 
invaded divers cotton-spinning establishments and partially destroyed them, and, afttr 
having plundered them, they have sold the goods by public auction.'* 

• Koux and Murhes, vi. 545. Report of M. Mugurt, July i, X790. 

• Proih-i'crbaux of the National Assembly. (Sitting of Octolier 24, 1789.) — Decree of 
Septcir.bcr 27, 1780, applicable the ist of October. Theru are other modifications appllc- 
ablc on the xit of January, 1790. 
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armed smugglers/ are pursued by the crowd to the Hotel-de- 
Viile ; the consuls decline to defend them and run away ; the 
troops defend them, but in vain. Five are tortured, horribly 
mutilated, and then hung. In the month of March, 1790, Necker 
states that, according to the returns of the past three months, the 
deficit in the salt-tax amounts to more than four millions a month, 
which is four-fifths of the ordinary revenue, while the tobacco 
monopoly is no more respected than that of salt. At Tours,' the 
bourgeois militia refuse to give assistance to the employ^s^ and 
'' openly protect smuggling," *' and contraband tobacco is publicly 
sold at the fair, under the eyes of the munici|)al authorities, who 
dare make no opposition to it." All receipts, consequently, 
diminish at the same time.' From the ist of May, 1789, to the 
ist of May, 1790, the general collections amount to one hundred 
and twenty seven millions instead of one hundred and fifty 
millions ; the dues and excise combined return only thirty-one, 
instead of fifty millions. The streams which filled the public 
exchequer are more and more obstructed by popular resistance, 
and under the popular pressure, the Assembly ends by closing 
them entirely. In the month of March, 1790,^ it abolishes salt 
duties, internal customs-duties, taxes on leather, on oil, on starch, 
and the stamp of iron. In February and March, 1 791, it abolishes 
octrois and entrance-dues in all the cities and boroughs of the 
kingdom, all the excise duties and those connected with the 
excise, especially all taxes which affect the manufacture, sale, or 
circulation of beverages. The people have at last carried every- 
thing, and on the ibt of May, 1791, the day of tlie application of 

> Mercure de France^ Febniaiy a?, 1790. (Memorial of the garde des sc^ux^ Januaiy 
x6.>— OtMermtions of M. Necker on the report made by the Financial Committee, at the 
sitting of March xa, 1790. 

* "Archives Nationales/* H» 1453. Correspondence of M. de Bercheny, April a4. 
May 4 and 6, 1790 : " It is much to be feared that the tobacco-taz will share the £ste of this 
salt-tax." 

* Mercurt de Fmnce^ July 31, 1790 (sitting of July 10). M. Lambert, Comptroller^ 
General of the Finances, informs the Assembly of " the obstacles which continual out- 
breaks, brigandage, and the maxims of anarchical freedom impose, from one end of 
France to the other, on the collection of the taxes. On one side, the people arr led to 
believe that, if they stubbornly refuse a tax contrary to their rights, its abolition will be 
secured. £lsewhere, smuggling u openly carried on by force ; the people favour it, while 
the National Guards refwtc to act against the nation. In other places hatred is excited, and 
divisions between the troops and the overaeers at the toll-houses : the latter are massacred, 
the bureaus are pillaged, and the prisons are forced open."— Memorial to the National 
Assembly by M. Neiker, July ai, 1790. 

* Decrres of March 21 and 22, 1790, applicable April ai following.— Decrees of Feb- 
ruary 19 and March a, 1791, applicable May i following. 

T 2 



f 



>T« 



7W£C SBVOlUrrOM. 



the decree, the National Gnanl of Paris pvadea ■ratmd tfi 
walls pli}'ing patriotic airs. The cannoa of die Xii*ilicle« an 
those on the Pont-Neuf thunder oat of if for an iniportai 
victory. There is an illumination in the erentn^ these ti drinl 
ing ail night, a universal revel Beer, iodeed, it to be had a 
three sous the pot, and wine at six sous a pint, which is a lednc 
tion of one-half; no conquest could be more popular, nice i 
brings intoxication within easy reach of all topers.' 

The ottject, now, is to provide for die expensea whidi hav 
been defrayed by the suppressed cttrvit. In 1790, the cdroi c 
Paris had produced 35.910,859 francs, <^ which 15,059,446 wen 
to the State, and 10,851,413 went to the city. How is the dt 
going to pay for its natch, the lighting and cleaning of its streeti 
and the support of its hospitals ? What are the twelve hundrei 
other cities and boroughs going to do which are brought by thi 
same stroke to the same situation? What will the State do 
which, in abolishing the general revenue from all entrance-due 
and excise, is suddenly deprived of two-fifths of its revenue ? — Ii 
the month of March, 1790, when the Assembly suppressed thi 
salt and other duties, it established in the place of these a tax a 
fifty millions, to be divided between the direct imposts and due 
on entrance to the towns. Now, consequently, that the entrance 
dues are abolished, the new clmrge falls entirely upon the direct im 
fvtts. Do returns come in, and will they come in ? — In the fao 
of so many outbreaks, any indirect taxation is, certainly, difiicul 
to collect Nevertheless it is not so repulsive as the otlie 
because the levies of the State disappear in the price of the article 
the hand of the Exchequer being hidden by the hand of thi 
dealer. The Government clerk formerly presented himself witi 
his sUmped paper and the seller handed him the money withou 
much grumbling, knowing tliat he would soon be more thai 
reimbursed by his customer: the indirect tax is thus collected 
Should any difficulty arise, it is between the dealer and the tax 
pajer who comes to his shop to lay in his little store ; the latlc 
grumbles, but it is at the high price which he feels, and possibl; 
at the seller who pockets his silver ; he does not find fault will 
the clerk of the Exchequer, whom he does not see and who is no 
then present In the collection of the direct tax, on the con 

M Frmii;uK peulaBi la K JKdiUiaa,' 104.— Uuins du L'ubj 
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trary, it is the clerk himself whom he sees be'ore him, who 
abstracts the precious piece of silver. This authorised robber, 
moreover, gives him nothing in exchange ; it is an entire loss. 
On leaving the dealer's shop he goes away with a jug of wine, a 
pot of salt, or similar commodities ; on leaving the tax office he 
has nothing in hand but an acquittance, a miserable bit of 
scribbled paper.— But now he is master in hi> own commune, an 
elector, a National Guard, mayor, the sole authority in the use of 
armed lorce, and charged with his own taxation. Come and ask 
him to unearth the buried mite on which he has set all his heart 
and all his soul, the earthen pot wherein he has deposited his 
cherished pieces of silver one by one, and which he has laid by 
for so many years at ihe cost of so much misery and fasting, in 
the very face of the bailiff, in spite of the prosecutions of the sub- 
delegate, commissioner, collector, and clerk ! 

From the ist of May, 17^9, to the ist of May, 1790,* the 
general returns, the taiile and its accessories, the poll-tax and 
"twentieths," instead of yielding 161000,000 francs, yield but 
28,000,000 francs in the provinces which impose their own taxes 
(pays dEtats) ; instead of 28,000.000 francs, the Treasury obtains 
but 6,000,000. On the patriotic contribution which was to 
deduct one quarter of all incomes over four hundred livres, and to 
levy two and a half per cent, on plate, jewels, and whatever gold 
and silver each person has in reserve, the State received 9 700.000 
francs. As to patriotic gifts, their total, comprising the silver 
buckles of the deputies, reaches only 361,587 francs; and the 
closer our examination into the particulars of these figures, the 
more do we see the contributions of the villager, artisan, and 
former subjects of the taUU diminish. — Since the month of 
October, 1789, the privileged cla.sses, in fact, appear in the tnx- 
rolls, and they certainly form the class which is best off, the most 
alive to general ideas and the most truly patriotic It is there- 
fore probable that, of the forty-three millions of returns from 
the direct imposts and from the patriotic contribution, they have 
furnished the larger portion, perhaps two-thirds of it, or even 
three-quarters. If this be the case, the peasant, the former tax- 



^ " Compte des Revenas et D^penset au ler Mai, 1780.'* — Memorial of M. NecVer, July 
ai, 1700.— Memorials presented by M. de Montesquiou, September 9, 1791. — Compfes* 
rendui by the minister, Clav^res, October 5, 1792, February i, 179a. — Report of Cam- 
boOf Febnuury, 1793. 
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payer, gave nothing or almoat nolhing from hit pocket dtmng Ae 
first year of the Rerolution. For iulance, in legud to die 
patriotic contribution, the Assembly left it to the (mudenoe cf 
each person to fix his own quota ; at the end of rix moodi^ coo- 
sciences are found too elastic, and the hmeoAAj ia obliged to 
confer this right on the municipalities. The result is* duit diis or 
that individual who taxed himself at forty-eight livrcs, is taxed at 
a hundred and fifty ; another, a cultivatir, who had offered six 
livres, is juilged to be able to pay over oat hundred. Eveiy 
regiment contains a small number of select twave meo, and it ii 
always these who are ready to advance under fire. Every State 
contains a select few of honest men who advance to meet the 
tax-collector. Some effective constraint is ess«itial in the regi- 
ment to supply those with courage who have but little, and in the 
State to supply those with probity who do not possess it. Henc^ 
during the eight months which follow, from May ist, 1790,10 
January \A, 1791, the patriotic contribution furnishes but 
11,000,000 livres. Two years later, on the ist of February, 
1793, out of the forty thousand communal tax-rolls which should 
provide for it, there are seven thousand which are not yet drawn 
up; out of iTo.ooo.ooo livres which it ought to produce, there 
are 70,000,000 livres wliich are still due. — The resistance of the 
tax-payer prudvices a. similar deficit, and similar delays in all 
branches of the natiimal income.* In the month of June, 1790, a 
deputy declares in the tribune that " out of thirty-six millions of 
inposts which ought to be returned each month only nine have 
been received."' In the month of November, 1791, a reporter on 
the budget states that the receipts, which should amount to toTtj 
or forty-eight millions a month, do not reach eleven millions and 
a half. On February i, 1793, there remains still due on the 
direct taxes of 17C9 and 179a one hundred and sevenfy-»x 
millions. - It is evident that the people simple with all their 
might against the old taxes, even authorised and prolonged by 
the Constituent Assembly, and all that is obtained from them ii 
wrested from them. 
Will the people be more docile under the new taxation ? The 



■ Boivln-i 
• Utrcnrt Jt FnMt. U.KJ rf, 1791. (Silting (rf Htj B.) %eedi of 11. d'AIUiito: 

Bargundy hat paid nothing brlonging to iTgo." 

■ UmittuT, lill ng of June 1, 1790. Sprccb bjr M. Fntuii.— Mrreimr Jm Ptmma, 
»«iBl«>6,i;9<- KcportbyLaCiHit-LwWiM. 
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Assembly exhorts them to be so and shows them how, with the 
relief they have gained and with the patriotism they ought to 
possess, they can and should discharge their dues. The people 
are able to do it because, having got rid of tithes, feudal dues, the 
salt-tax, octrois and excise duties, they are in a comfortable 
position. They should do so, because the taxation adopted is 
indispensable to the State, equitable, assessed on all in proportion 
to their fortune, collected and expended under rigid scrutiny, 
without perversion or waste, according to precise, clear, periodical 
and audited accounts. No doubt exists that, after the ist of 
January, 1791, the date when the new financial scheme comes into 
operation, each tax-payer will gladly pay as a good citizen, and 
the two hundred and forty millions of the new tax on real 
property, and the sixty millions of that on personal property, 
leaving out the rest — registries, license, and customs duties — ^will 
flow in regularly and easily of their own acconl. 

Unfortunately, before the tax-gatherer can collect the first two 
levies these have to be assessed, and as there are complicated 
writings and formalities, claims to settle amidst great resistance 
and local ignorance, the operation is indefinitely prolonged. The 
personal and land-tax schedule of 1791 is not transmitted to the 
departments by the Assembly until June, 1791. The depart- 
ments do not distribute it among the districts until the months of 
July, August, and September, 1791. It is not distributed by the 
districts among the communes before October, November, and 
December, 17 91. Thus in the last month of 1791 it is not yet 
distributed to the tax- payers by the communes ; from which it 
follows that on the budget of 1791 and throughout that year, the 
tax-payer has paid nothing. — At last, in 1792, everybody begins 
to receive this assessment. It would require a volume to set 
forth the partiality and dissimulation of these assessments. In 
the first place the oflfice of assessor is one of danger ; the muni- 
cipal authorities, whose duty it is to assign the quotas, are not 
comfortable in their town quarters. Alrea?ly, in 1790,* the 

1 " Archives Nationales/' H, 1453. Correspondence of M. do Bercheny, June 5, 1790, 
&c. — F. 7, 3226. Letters of Cbenantin, cultivator, November 7, 1702, alto of the procumur* 
syndic^ November 6. — F. 7, 3207. Letter of the Minister of Justice, Duport, January 3, 
X7Q2. *' The utter absence of public force in the district of Montarsis renders every opera- 
tion of the Government and all execution of the laws impossible. The arrears of taxes to 
be collected is here very considerable, while all proceedinpfs of constraint are dangerous 
and impossible to execute, owing to the fears of the bailiffs, who dare not perform tbeir 
duties, and the violence of the tax-payers, on whom there is no check." 
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municipal officers of Monbazon have been threatei^ed with death 
if they dared to tax industrial pursuits on the tax-roll, and they 
escaped to Tours in the middle of the night. Even at Tours, 
three or four hundred insurgents of the vicinity, dragging along 
with them the municipal officers of three market-towns, come and 
declare to the town authorities '^ that for all taxes they will not 
pay more than forty-five sous per household." I have already 
narrated how, in 1792, in the same department, "they kill, they 
assassinate the municipal officers *' who presume to publish the 
tax-rolls of personal property. In Creuse, at Clugnac, the 
moment the clerk begins to read the document, the women spring 
upon him, seize the tax-roll, and " tear it up with countless im- 
precations ; *' the municipal council is assailed, and two hundred 
f arsons stone its members, one of whom is thrown down, has his 
head shaved, and is promenaded through the village in derision. — 
AVhen the small tax-payer defends himself in this manner, it is a 
warning that he must be humoured. The assessment, accordingly, 
in the village councils is made amongst a knot of cronies. Each 
relieves himself of the burden by shoving it off on somebody 
else. " They tax the large proprietors, whom they want to make 
pay the whole tax." The noble, the old seigneur, is the most taxed, 
and to such an extent that in many places his income does not 
suffice to pay his quota. — In the next place they make themselves 
out poor, and falsify or elude the prescriptions of the law. '* In 
n^ost of the municipalities, houses, tenements, and factories ' are 
estimated according to the value or the area they cover, and con- 
sidered as land of the first class, which reduces the quota to 
almost nothing." And this fraud is not practised in the villages 
alone. "Communes of eight or ten thousand souls might be 
cited which have arranged matters so well amongst themselves in 
this respect that not a house is to be found worth more than fiuy 
sous." — Last expedient of all, the commune defers as long as it 
can the preparation of its tax-rolls. On the 30th of January, 
1792, out of 40,211, there are only 2,560 which are complete; 
on the 5th of October, 1792, the schedules are not made out in 
4,800 munici])alities, and it must be noted that all this relates to 
a -term of administration which has been finished for more than 
nine months. At the same date, there are more than six thou- 



1 Report of the Committee on Fln.inrcs, by KamH, >Qth I lurc.i1, year II. (The Const)* 
ioeflt X%aitvsi\}\y had fixed the real tax ot a house at one-sixth of its letting value.) 
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sand communes which have not yet begun to collect the land-tax 
of 1791, and more than fifteen thousand communes which have 
not yet begun to collect the personal tax ; the Treasury and the 
departments have not yet received 152,000,000 francs, there 
being still 222,000,000 to collect. On the ist February, 1793, 
there still remains due on the same period 161,000,000 francs, 
while of the 50,000,000 assessed in 1790, to replace the salt-tax 
and other suppressed duties, only 2,000,000 have been collecte<i. 
Finally, at the same date, out of the two direct taxes of 1792, 
which should produce 300 000,000, less than 4,000,000 have bei n 
received.-^It is a maxim of the debtor that he must put off p:i)- 
ment as long as possible. Whoever the creditor may be, the 
State or a private individual, a leg or a wing may be saved by 
dint of procrastination. I'he maxim is true, and, on this occa- 
sion, success once more demonstrates its soundness. During the 
year 1792, the peasant begins to discharge a portion of his 
arrears, but it is with assigtiats. In January, February, and 
March, 1792, the ass/gnats diminish thirty-four, forty-four, and 
forty-five per cent, in value ; in January, February, and March, 
1793, forty-seven and fifty percent. ; in May, June, and July, 1793, 
fifty-four, sixty, and sixty-seven per cent. Thus has the old 
credit of the State melted away in its hands ; those who have 
held on to their crowns gain fifty per cent, and more. Again, 
the greater their delay the more t'leir debts diminish, and already, 
on the strength of this, the way to release themselves at half-price 
is found. 
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Meanwhile, hands are laid on the badly defended landed | 
property of this feeble creditor. — It is always difficult for rude 
brains to form any conception of the vague, invisible, abstract 
entity called the State, to regard it as a veritable personage and a 
legitimate proprietor, especially when they are persistently told 
that the State is everybody. The property of all is the property 
of each, and as the forests belong to the public, the fir:>t-comer j 
has a right to profit by them. In the month of December, 178^/ J 
bands of sixty men or more chop down the trees in the Bois de 
Boulogne and at Vincennes. In April, 1790, in the forest of Saint- 



1 Afetvttfig de Fnmce, December xt, 1789. — "Arcbtves Nationales," F. 7, 3268. Me- 
morial of tbe offic era in command of tbe deCacbment of tbe Paris National Guard stationed 
at Conflans-Sainte-Hooorine (April, 1790). Certificate of the Municipal Officers of Poissy, 
Marcb 31. 




Germain, " the jairols arrest all kinds of delinquents day i 
night i" handed over to the National Guards and municipalil 
in the vicinity, these are "alnaost immediately releaseil, even n 
the wood which ihey have cut down against the law." There 
no means of repressing " the reiterated threats and insults of i 
low class of people." A mob of women, urged on by an i 
French guardsman, come and pillage under the nose of the esc 
ft load of faggots confiscated for the benefit of a hos|i:lal ; and, 
the forest itself, bands of marauilers fire upon the patrols. — 
ChantiUy, three game-keei>ers are moruilly wounded;' both pai 
are devastated for eighteen consecutive days; the game is 
killed, transported to Paris and sold. — At Cbarabord the lieu 
nant of the constabulary writes to announce his poweiless&cas; t 
woods are ravaged and even burnt ; the poachers are now masb 
of the situation ; breaches in the wall are made by them, and t 
water from the pond is drawn off to enable them to catch t 
fish. — At Claix, in Dauphiny, an officer of the jurisdiaion 
woods and forests, who has secured an injunction against t 
inhabitants for cutting down trees on leased ground, is seiz£ 
tortured during five hours, and then stoned to death. — In va 
does the National Assembly issue three decrees aud r^ulatioi 
placing the forests under the supervision and protection of adr 
nistrative bodies, — the latter are too much afraid of their char| 
Between the central power, which b weak and remote, and t 
people, present and strong, they always decide in favour of t 
latter. Not one of the five municipalities surrounding Chanti 
is disposed to assist in the execution of the laws, white t 
directories of the district and department respectively, sancti 
their inertia. Similarly, near Toulouse,' where the magnifia 
forest of Lanamet is devastated in open day and by an arm 
force, where the wanton destruction by the populace leai 
nothing of the underwood and shrubbery but "a few scatter 
trees and the remains of trunks cut at difierent heights," I 
municipalities of Toulouse and of Touraefeuille refuse all a 
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And worse still, in other provinces, as for instance in Alsace, 
" whole municipalities, with their mayors at the head, cut down 
woods which are confided to them, and carry them off."* If 
some tribunal is disposed to enforce the law, it is to no purpose ; 
it takes the risk, either of not being allowed to give judgment, or 
of being constrained to reverse its decision. At Paris the judg- 
ment prepared against the incendiaries of the tax-offices could 
not be given. At Montargis, the sentence pronounced against 
the marauders who had stolen cartloads of wood in the national 
forests had to be revised, and by the judges themselves. The 
moment the tribunal announced the confiscation oi the carts and 
horses which had been seized, there arose a furious outcry against 
it; the court was insulted by those present; the condemned 
parties openly declared that they would have their carts and 
horses back by foice. Upon this " the judges withdrew into the 
council-chamber, and when soon after they resumed their seats, 
that part of their decision which related to the confiscation was 
cancelled." 

And yet this administration of justice, ludicrous and flouted as 
it may be, is still a sort of barrier. When it falls, along with the 
Government, everything is exposed to plunder, and there is no 
such thing as public property. — After August 10, 1792, each 
commune or individual appropriates whatever comes in its way, 
either products or the soil itself. Some of the depredators go so 
far as to say that, since the Government no longer represses 
them, they act under its authority.' " They have destroyed even 
the recent plantation of young trees." " One of the villages near 
Fontainebleau cleared off and divided an entire grove. At 
Rambouillet, from August loth to the end of October," the loss 
is more than 100,000 crowns ; the rural agitators demand with 
threats the partition of the forest among the inhabitants. " The 
destruction is enormous " everywhere, prolonged for entire months, 
and of such a kind, says the minister, as to dry up this source of 
public revenue for a long time to come. — Communal property is 
no more respected than national property. In each commune, 

^ Mercurtt de Franett December 3, 1791. (Letter from Sarrelouis, November 15, 1791.)— 
"Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3223. Letter of the Monicipal Officers of Montargia, 
January 8, 1792. 

* " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3268. Letter of the overseer of the national domains at 
Rambouillet, October 31, 1792.— Cmw/Zt /yiu/m of the minister Clav.^res, Februaiy s» 
«793. 




these boll! and neeily folk, ihe rural populace, are priviltgtrd 
enjoy ami make the most of it Nnl content with enjojiiig 
they desire to acquire ownership of it, anJ, for d^ys after 1 
King's fall, the Legislative Assembly, losing its fouting in { 
unixcrsal l^reaking up, empowers the indigent to put in force I 
agrarian law. Uencefonh it suffices in any commune for o; 
thiril of its inhabitants of both sexes, leryants, comnKHi labonrc 
shepherds, farm-hands or cowherds, and even paupers, to dema 
a partition of the communal possessions. AU that the commu 
oirns, save public edifices and woods, is to be cnt up into u ma 
equal lots as there are heads, the lots to be drawn for, and a 
individual to take possession of his or her portion.* The (^ 
tion is carried out, for " those who are least well off are infiDtt< 
flattered by it" In the district of Arcis-sur-Aube, ihere are no 
dozen communes out of ninety in which more than two-thirds 
the voters had the good sense to pronounce against iL From t 
time forth the commune ceases to be an independent propHeti 
it has nothing to fall back upon. In case of distress it is obliji 
to lay on extra taxes and ob ain, if it can, a few additional so 
Ita future revenue is at present in ihc tightly buttoned pockets 
the new proprietors. — The prevalence of short-sighted views 
once more due to the covetousness of individuals. Whetl 
national or communal, it is always public interest which succum 
and it succumbs always under the usurpations of indigent mini 
ties, at one time through the feebleness of public authority, wb 
dares not oppose their violence, and at another through the cc 
pliciiy of public authority, wbidi has conferred upon them 
rights of the majority. 

IV. 
When there is a lack of public force for the protection of pul 
property, there is also a lack of it for the protection of priv 
liroperty, for the same greed and the same needs attack Ix 
Let a man owe anything either to the State or to an individi 
and the temptation not to pay is equally the same. In b 
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cases it suffices to firtd a pretext for denying the debt ; in finding 
this pretext the cupidity of the tenant is as good as the selfishness 
of the tax-payer. Now that the feudal system is abolished let 
nothing remain of it : let there be no more seignorial claims. 
" If the Assembly has maintained some of them, yonder in Paris, 
it did so inativertently or through corruption : ye shall soon hear 
ol all being suppressed. In the meantime we will relieve ourselves, 
and burn the agreements in the places where they are kept." 

Such being the argument, the jacquerie breaks out afresh : in 
truth, it is permanent and universal. Just as in a body in which 
some of the elements of its vital substance are aflectetl by an 
organic disease, the evil is apparent in the parts which seem to 
be sound : even where as yet no outbreak has occurred, one is 
imminent ; constant anxiety, a profound restlessness, a low fever, 
denote its presence. Here, the debtor does not pay, and the 
creditor is afraid to prosecute him. In other places isolated 
eruptions occur. At Auxon,* on an estate spared by the great 
jacquerie of July, 1789. the woods are ravage !, and the peasants, 
enraged at being denouncevl by the keepers, march to the chateau, 
which is occupied by an old man and a child ; everybody belong- 
ing to the village is there, men and women ; they hew down the 
barricaded door with their axes, and fire on the neighbours who 
come to the assistance of its inmates. — In other places, in the 
districts of Saint-6tienne and Monibrison, "the trees belonging to 
the proprietors are carried away with impunity, and the walls of 
their grounds and terraces are demo'ished, the complainants being 
threatened with death or with the sight of the destruction of their 
dwellings." Near Paris, around Montargis, Nemours, and Fon- 
tainebleau, a number of parishes refuse to pay the tithes and 
ground-rent {champart) which the Assembly has a second time 
sanctioned ; gibbets are erected and the collectors are threa tenet 1 
with hanging, while, in the neighbourhood of Tonnerre, a mob of 
debtors fire upon the body of police which comes to enforce the 
claims.— Near Amiens, the Comtesse de la Mire,' on her estate 



» /l/*'rrtt/v<fr/^w«^^, January 7, 1700. (Chateau of A uxon, in Haute-Saone.)— "Archives 
Natonale*,*' F. 7, 3255. (I^ter of the minister to the Directory of Rhone-et-Loire, 
July 2, x7oa,V- A/ercunf de France^ July 17, 1790. (Report of M. de Broglie, July 13, and 
decree of July 13—18 )— " Archives Nationales," H, 1453. (Correspondence of M. de 
Bcrch -ny, July 21, 1790.) 

« Mercure de Frame^ March 19, 1700. Letter from Amiens, February »8. (Mallet- 
I>up.-in puMishes in the Mrrcttre only lettrrs which are signed and authentic.) 
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or Davencourt, is visited by the municiial tntfiatitiei of ik 

vill^e, who request her to renoance her r^^ to | 
{diam^ri) and thirds {tiers). She rernses and tbef i 
she refuses ngain, when they inform her ^baX. " 
will happen to her." In effect, two erf" the i 
cause the locin to be rung, and the whole village rushes to anm. 
One of the domestics has an arm broken by a ball, and for three 
hours the countess and her two diildren are subject to the 
grossest insults and to blows : she is forced to s^ a P>P^ whida 
she is not allowal to read, and, in warding off the stroke of a 
sabre, her arm is deft from the elbow to the wrist ; the diateaa is 
pillaged, and she owes her escap; to the zeal of some of hei 
servants. — Large eruptions tdte [dace at the same time ovei 
entire provinces; one succeeds the odier almost wilhoat inter 
Tuption, the fever encroaching on parts which were supposed to 
be cured, and to such an extent that the virulent ulcers finally 
combine and form one over the whole surface of the social body. 
By the end of December, 1 789, the chronic fcnnentatioQ comes 
to a head in Brittany. Imagination, as usual, has forged a plot, 
and, OS the people say, if they make on attack it is in their own 
defence. — A report spreads' that M. deGoyon, near Lamballe, 
has a seinliled in his chateau a number of gentlemen and six 
hundred soldiers. I'he mayor and National Guard of Lamballe 
immeiliately depart in force ) they find everything tranquil there, 
and no company but two or three friends, and no other aims than 
a few fowling pieces. — The impulse, however, is given, and, on 
the 15 h of January, the great federation of Pontivy has excited 
ihe wildest enthusiasm. The people drink, sing, and shout in 
honour of the new decrees before armed peasants who do not 
comprehend the French tongue, still less legal terms, and who, 
on their return home, arguing with each other in bas-ireton, inter- 
pret the law in a peailiar way. " A decree of the Assembly, in 
tlieir eyes, is a tletree of arrest" and as the principal decrees ol 
Ihe Assembly arc issued against the nobles, ihey are so many 
(lecrces of arrest against them. — Some days after this, about the 
end of January, during the whole of February, and down to the 
mtmth of April, the execution of this theory is tumultuously 

< "Anhivei Nitionslfs," KK, ilos- (Conecpondenrc nf U. do ThUH; Mien ■, 
CliBnIiadr IWvy, Drcrmberie, i;Sq, and Dlhc-i up lo April 5. trf.'t—iftmilrmr, liltmj 
•f r>bmt]-9. ) 79s.— J/rmn ab /Vn(x, Fcl>nuiy Cud Uu«lie,i7ga(1iitofcliUcaiii> 
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carried out by mobs of villagers and vagabonds around Nantes, 
Auray, Redon, Dinan, Ploermel, Rennes, Guingamp, and other 
villages. Everywhere, writes the Mayor of Nantes,^ '* the country- 
people believe that in burning deeds and contracts they get rid of 
their debts ; the very best of them concur in this belief," or let 
things take their course ; the excesses are enormous, because 
many gratify " special animosities, and all are heated with wine." 
— At Beuvres, '*the peasants and vassals of the manor, after 
burning title-deeds, establish themselves in the chateau, and 
threaten to fire it if other papers, which they allege are con- 
cealed there, are not surrendered.'* Near Redon the Abbev of 
Saint-Sauveur is reduced to ashes. Redon is menaced, and Ploer- 
mel almost besieged. At the end of a month thirty-seven chateaux 
are enumerated as attacked: twenty- five in which the title-deeds 
are burnt, and twelve in which the proprietors are obliged to sign 
an abandonment of their rights. Two chateaux which began to 
bum are saved by the National Guard. That of Bois-au- Voyer is 
entirely consumed, and several have been sacked. By way of 
addition, ** more than fifteen procuratrsfiscauXy clerks, notaries, 
and officers of seignorial courts have been plundered or burnt," 
while proprietors take refuge in the towns because the country 
is now uninhabitable for them. 

A second tumour makes its appearance at the same time at 
another point.' It showed itself in Lower Limousin in the begin- 
ning of January. From thence the purulent inflammation spreads 
to Quercy, Upper Languedoc, Perigord, and Rouergue, and in 
February from Tulle to Montauban, and from Agen to P^rigueux 
and Cahors, extending over three departments. — Then, also, 
expectancy is the creator, according to nile, of its own object. B 
dint of longing for a law for the suppression of all claims, it is 
imagined that it is passed, and the statement is current that " the 
King and the National Assembly have ordered deputations to set \ 
up the maypole ' and to * l^hi up ' the chateaux."— Farther, and 

* "Archives NattonalM," KK, 1105. (Correfpondence of M. de Thiard.) Letter* of 
the Mayor of Nantes, February 16, 1790, of the Municipality of Redon, February 19, &c. 

« Mercnrt de Fmnct^ February 6 and 27, 1790. {Speech of M. de Foucault, sittings of 
February 2 and 6).— ^Vi»i»//rt«r (sam-- dates). (Report of Gr^oire, February 9; speeches 
by MM. Sail* de Chaux and de Noailles, February 9.)— Memorial of the deputies of the 
town of Tulle, drawn up by the Abbe Morellet (from tlie deliberations and add: esses of 
eiifhty-three boroughs and cities in the province). 

* In allusion to the feudal custom of paying sei^i orlal dues on tlic first of Ala;. a:v uad 
^ maypole. See farther on.— fill*] 
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quite according to custom, ban(iits, people without occupation, 
trike t e lead of the furious crowd and mannge things their own 
way. As soon as a ban.l is formed it arrests all the peaceable 
people it can find on the roads, in the fields and in isolated 
farmhouses, and takes good care to put them in front in case of 
blows. — These miscreants add terror to compulsion. They erect 
gibbets for any one that pays casual duties or annual dues, while 
the parishes of Quercy threaten their neighbours of Perigord ^ith 
fire and sword in a week's time if they do not do in Perigord as 
they have done in Quercy. — The tocsin rings, the drums beat, 
and " the ceremony " is perfoniied from commune to commune. 
The keys of the church are forcibly taken from the cur^, the seats 
are burned, and, frequently, the woodwork marked with the 
seigneur's arms. They march to the seigneur's mansion, tear 
clown his weathercocks, and compel him to furnish his finest tree, 
together with feathers and ribbons with which to deck it, without 
omitting the three measures which he uses in the collection of his 
dues in grain or flour. The maypole is planted in the village 
square, and the weathercocks, ribbons, and feathers are attached 
to its top, together with the three measures and this inscription, 
** By order of the King and National Assembly, the final quittance 
for all rentals." When this is done it is evident that the seigneur, 
who no longer possesses weathercocks, or a seat in the church, or 
measures to rate his dues by, is no longer a seigneur, and can no 
longer put forth claims of any kind. Huzzahs and acclamations 
accordingly burst forth, and there is a revel and an orgy on the 
public square. All who can pay — the seigneur, the cur^, and the 
rich — are put under contribution for the festival, while the people 
eat and drink " without any interval of sobriety." — In this condi- 
tion, being armed, ihoy strike, and when resistance is offered they 
burn. In Ag^nois, a chateau belonging to M. de I^meth, and 
another of M. d'Aiguillon; in Upper Languedoc, that of M. de 
Bournazel, and in Perigord that of M. de Bar, are burnt down : 
M. de Bar is almost beaten to death, while six others are killed 
in Quercy. A number of chateaux in the environs of Montauban 
and in Limousin are assaulted with firearms, and several are 
pillaged. — Bands of twelve hundred men swarm the country ; 
"they have a spite against every estate ;" they redress wrongs; 
" they try over again cases disposed of thirty years ago, and 
giWG judgments which they put into execution." — If anybody 
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fails to conform to the new code he is punished, and to the 
advantage of the new sovereigns. In Ag^nois, a gentleman 
having paid the rent which was associated with his fief, the people 
take his receipt from him, mulct him in a sum equal to that which 
he paid, and come under his windows to spend the money on 
good cheer, in triumph and with derision. 

Many of the National Guards wno still possess some degree of 
energy, several of the municijalities which still preserve some love 
of order, and a number of the resident gentry, employ their arms 
against these excited swarms of brutal usurjxsrs. Some of the 
ruffians, taken in the act, are judged somewhat after tlie fashion of 
a drum-head court-martial, and immediately executed as examples. 
Everybody in the country sees that the peril to society is great 
and urgent, and that if such acts go unpunished, there will l>e no 
such thing as law and property in France. The Bordeaux parlia- 
ment, moreover, insists upon prosecutions. Eighty-three boroughs 
and cities sign addresses, and send a special deputation to the 
National Assembly to urge on prosecutions already commenced, 
the punishment 01 criminals under arrest, anvl, above all, the main- 
tenance of the prMtes} In reply to this, the Assembly inflicts 
upon the parliament of Bordeaux its disapprobdtion in the rudest 
manner, and enters upon the demol tion of every judicial corp)oni- 
tion.' After this, the execution of all prevofal decisions is ad- 
journed. A few months later the Assembly will oblige the King 
to declare that the proceedings begun against the jacquerie of 
Brittany shall be regarded as null and void, and that the arrested 
insurgents shall be set free. For repressive purposes, it dispatches 
a sentimental exhortation to the French people, consisting of 
twelve pages of literary insipidity, wh'ch Florian might IiaN e com- 
posed for his Ks illes and his Nemorins.' — New conflagrations, as. 
an inevitable consequence, kindle around live coals which have 
been imperfec ly extinguished. In the district of Saintes,* M. 
Dupaty, counsellor of the parliament of Bordeaux, after having 
exhausted mild resources, and having concluded by issuing writs 

* Criminal courts withont appeal. — [ fit.] 

* MouHeur^ sitting of March 4, 1 790.— DuTergier, decreet of March 6, 1790, and August 
6—10, 1790. 

* The address is dated February 11, 1793. This sinfftilarly comic document would alone 
suffice to make the h story of the Kevolntion perfectly comprehensible. 

* ** Archives Natiooales,** F. 7, 3203. (I^etters of the royal commissioner, April 30 and 
May o, i79o.>— Letter of the Due de Maill^, May t.—Proch-vtrbaux of the department ol 
administrators, November 13, 1790.— A/9«i/rwr, vi« 515. 
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against those of his tenantry who would not pajr tbeir tenti, Ae 
parish or Saint-Thomas de Cosnac, ctmibined witfa five «- six o&ei% 
puts iuelf in motion and assails his two diawaux of Bois-Rodw 
ami Saint-George-Ocs-Agouts ; these are [dandeted and then wt 
on fire, his son escaping through a volley of mnsket-hidts. Tbey 
visit Martin, the notary and steward, in die same fiuhioD ; his 
furniture is pillaged and his money is taken, and "his daughter 
undergoes the most frightful outrages." Another detachment 
pushes on to the house of the Marqub de Cumon^ and forces him, 
under the penalty of having his house burnt down, to give a dis- 
charge for all the claims he has upon them. At the head of these 
incendiaries are the municipal officers of Saint-Thwnas, except the 
mayor, who his taken to flight. 

The electoral system orf^ized by the Constituent Assembljr 
is beginning to take effect "Almost everywhere," writes tfie 
royal commissioner, " the large proprietors have been eliminated, 
and the offices have been Ailed by men who strictly fulfil the 
conditions of eligibility. The result is a sort of rage of the petty 
rich to annoy those who enjoy large heritages." — Six months 
later, the National Guards and village authorities in this same 
department at Aujean, Migron, and Varaise, dedde that no more 
tithes, agriers or ehamparU, nor any of the dues which are re- 
tained, shall be paid. In vain does the department annul the 
decision, and send its (X)nimissi oners, gendarmes, and law-officers. 
The commissioners are driven away, and the officere and gen- 
darmes are fired upon ; the vice-president of the district, who was 
on his way to make his report to the department, is seized on the 
roa<l and forced to give in his resignation. Seven parishes have 
coalesced with Aujean and ten with Migron ; Varaise has sounded 
the tocsin, and the villages for four leagues round have risen ; 
fifteen hundred men, aimed widi guns, scythes, hatchets and 
pitchforks, lend their aid. The object is to set free the principal 
leader at Varaise, one Planche, who was arrested, and to punish 
the mayor of Varaise, Latierce, who is suspected of having de- 
nounced Planche. Latierce is unmercifully beaten, and " forced 
to undergo a thousand torments during thirty hours ; " then they 
set out with him loSainl-Jean-d'Angely, and demand the release of 
Planche. The municipality at first refuses, but finally consents 
on the condition that Latierce be given up in exchange for h'm. 
Fianche, consequently, is set at liberty and welcomed witli shouts 



CHAP. n. THE APPLICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 291 

of triumph. Latierce, however, is not given up ; on the con- 
trary, he is tormented for an hour and then massacred, while the 
directory of the district, which is less submissive than the muni- 
cipal body, is forced to fly. — Symptoms of this kind are not to be 
mistaken, and similar ones exist in Brittany. It is evident that 
the minds of the people are permanently in revolt. Instead of; 
the social abscess being relieved by the discharge, it is always 
filling up and getting more inflamed. It will burst a second time 
in the same places ; in 179 1 as in lygo, the jacquerie overspreads 
Brittany as it has spread over Limouain. 

This is owing to the will of the peasant being of another nature 
than our will, possessing a g^eat deal more fixity and tenacity. 
When an idea obtains a hold on him it takes root in an obscure 
and profound conviction upon which neither discussion nor 
argument have any effect ; once planted, it vegetates according 
to his notions, not according to ours, and no legislative text, no 
judicial verdict, no administrative remonstrance can change in 
any respect the fruit it produces. This fruit, developed during 
centuries, is the feeling of an excessive spoliation, and, conse- 
quently, the need of an absolute release. Too much having been 
paid to everybody, the peasant now is not disposed to pay any- 
thing to anybody, and this idea, vainly repressed, always rises up 
in the manner of an instinct. — In the month of January, 1791,' 
bands again fonn in Brittany, owing to the proprietors of thd 
ancient fiefs having insisted on the payment of their rents. At 
first the coalesced parishes refuse to pay the stewards, and after 
this the rustic National Guards enter the chateaux to constrain 
the proprietors. Generally, it is the commander of the National 
Guard, and sometimes the communal attorney, who dictates to 
the lord of the manor the renunciation of his claims ; they oblige 
him, moreover, to sign notes for the benefit of the parish, or for 
that of various private individuals. This is considered by them 
to be compensation for damages ; all feudal dues being abolished, 
he must return what he received from them during the past year, 
and as they have been put to inconvenience he must indemnify 
them by " paying them for dieir time and journey." Such are 
the operations of two of the principal bands, one of them number- 



» *• Archive! Nationales," F. 7, 3225 Letter of the Directory from Uc-et-Vilaine. 
January 30, 1791, and Icrter from Dinan, January a^. — A/ercure de France^ April 2 and 
16, 1791. Lettcts iVom Keancs, March 2olh ; from Kedon, March xa. 
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u^ fifteen hondml iMti,snMind DiBaiaadSt. Halo; ftrpMcr 

' Kcnrity ibcr bum tillc^lttds in die c .--_- — 

\ Beaununoir, 1a Rhrflxe, F 

ChauMvcHT, Toardekxi, and Chalonge; aad asac 

fiic lo Chateaaoeti^ just bcore the antnl of the regfitt tmopi. — 

In the begmning, a dim oioceptioa of Iqil ud Midil order seena 

\ to be ftoadi^ in their bnins ; at Sjint-Tnal, bdbtc ttkii^ zfioo 

I livres ftom the iicward, thcj obU^ the major to gi?c tbem fan 
Ij cxmstrnt in writing ; u Y%-ignac, their diie^ called upon to duv 
|!' the authority aader which he acted, declares that " he it aDthoiucd 
'• by the general wiQ of the populace of the natian." ' — ^But when, at 

the end of a ntooth, they are beiteo bj the r^nlar tioopa, made 

II furious by the blows given and taken, and excited by the weakness 
;| of the municipal authorities who idcasc dieir prisonen, they then 
!' become bandits ai the woist spedes. During the night <tf the 

32nd of February, the chateau of VHIeftandie, three leagues from 
Malestroit, is attaJced. Thitty-two rascals with their faces masked, 
and led by a chief in the national uniform, break open the door. 
The dontestics are garrotted. The prupiietor, M. de la Bour- 
donnaie, an old man, with his wife aged ^ty, are half killed by 
blows and tied fast to tlieir bed, and after thb a fiie is a[^ied to 

'' their feet and they are tvarmed {fhauffe). In the meantime the 

plate, linen, stulls, jewellery, two thousand {races in sUver, and 
even watches, buckles, and rings — everythiog is pillaged, piled 

I on the backs or the eleven horses in the stables, attd carried oC 

—When properly is concerned, one sort of outrage provokes 

'\ ' another, the narrow cupidity of the IcaseJiolder being completed 

by the unlimited rapacity of the brigand. 

'\ Meanwhile, in the southwestern provinces, the same causes have 

I] pro<lucei] the saii.e results ; and towards the er.d of autumn, when 

the crops are gathered in and the proprietors demand their Hues 
in mone)' or in produce, the peasant, immovably fixed in his idea, 
again refuses.' In his eyes, any law tliat may be against him is 

i ' not that of the National Assembly, but of the so-called seii-neurs, 

,] : who have extorted or manufactured it ; and therefore it is nulU 

The department and district administrators may promulgate it as 

' ."^ riprruol in t»T ^rai'-ltrtml. 

• U»»ilnr, ilttinn uf Decitnbcr 15, iTqo. {' ddim of tbe depattnitnt of Lot. Dis 
ember 7.|~ Si [line nf ttEcrmbrr » ( prrrh by M. An FoDcault.]— ,1/r-mi^ de liniut, 
Dconlier 18, 1790, (teller Iran Irltri, in PiMtDrd, Dcrcoilicr j.)—/i^., Juiuvy ti. 
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much as they please : it does not concern him, and if the oppor- 
tunity occurs, he knows how to make them smart for it The 
village National Guards, who are lease-hohlers like himself, side 
with him, and instead of repressing him give him iheir support 
As a commencement, he replants the maypoles, as a sign of 
emancipation, and erects the gibbet by way of a threat. — In the 
district of Gourdon, the regulars and the police having been sent 
to put them down, the tocsin is at once sounded : a crowd of 
peasants, amounting to four or five thousand, arrives irom every 
surrounding parish, armed with scythes and guns ; the soldiers, 
forming a body of one hunvlred, retire into a church, where they 
capitulate after a siege of twenty-four hours, being obliged to give 
the names of the proprietors who demanded their intervention of 
the district, and who are Messrs. Hdbray, de Fontange, and many 
others. All their houses are destroyed from top to bottom, and 
they effect their escape in order not to be hung. Tlie chateaux 
of Repairc and Salviat are burned. At the expiration of eight 
days Quercy is in flames and thirty chateaux are destroyed. — Tlie 
leader of a band of rustic National Guards, Joseph Linard, at the 
head of a village army, penetrates into Gourdon, instals himself in 
the H6tel-de-Ville, declares himself the people's protector against 
the directory of the district, writes to the department in the 
name of his " companions in arms," and vaunts his patriotism. 
Meanwhile he commands as a conqueror, throws open the prisons, 
and promises that, it the regular troops and police be sent off, he 
and his companions will withdraw in good order. — This species 
of tumultuary authority, however, instituted by acclamation for 
attack, is powerless for resistance. Scarcely has Linard retired 
when savagery is let loose. " A price b set upon the heads of 
the administrators ; their houses are the first devastated ; all the 
houses of wealthy citizens are pillaged ; and the same is the case 
with all chateaux and country habitations which display any 
signs of luxury." — Fifteen gentlemen, assembled together at the 
house of M. d'Escayrac, in Castel, appeal to all good citizens to 
march to the assistance of the proprietors who may be attacked 
in this jacquerie, which is spreading everywhere ; * but there are 
too few proprietors in the country, and none of the towns have 
too many of tnem for their own protection. M. d'Escayrac, after 

I December 17, 1790. 



E JW TUE RBVOLUTION. tioow. p| 

\ a few skirmishes, abandoned by the manidpal o ffi c e r s of In 

! : village, and wounded, withdraws to the bouse of die Conte di 

' CUrac, a major-general, in Languedoc H««, too, die chateii 

1 is surrounded,' blockaded, 2nd besi^ed b]r the locd NalioDa 

.^ Giianj. M. de Clarac descends and tries to bold a p>rie]r wkl 

! ' the attacking party, and is fired upon. He goes back inside awi 

throws money out of the window ; the money is gathered up, and 

he is again fired upon. The chatean is set on fire, and M. d'E* 

^ cayrac receives five shots, and is killed. H. de Claiac, wni 

|i| another person, having taken reAige in a subterranean vaidt, arc 

I ^ taken out almo^ stifled the next mocning but one by the NatkKiai 

M Guard of the vicinity, who conduct them to Toukxue, where tfa^ 

': ' are kept in prison and where the public prosecutor takes [vo- 

ceedings against theuL The chateau of Ba^t, near M<Hitcuq, Vi 

demolished at the same linte. The abbey of tlspagnac, neai 

! ftgeac, is assaulted with fire-arms ; the abbess is fwced to refund 

I :! all rents she has collected, and to restore four thousand livrea 

I f<M' the expenses of a trial which the convent bad gained twentf 

\ years before. 

\ After such successes, the extension of the revolt is inevitable; 

and at the end of some weeks and months it becomes permanent 
in the three neighbouring departments. — In Creuse,' the judges 
arc threaiened n-ith death if they order the payment of seigniorial 
> dues, and the same Dite awaits all proprietors who claim their 

\ i rents. In many jilaces, and esjiedalty in the mountains, the 

'■ I peasants, '-considering that they lorm the nation, and that clerical 

possessions are national," want to have these divided amongst 
themselves, instead of their being sold. Fifiy parishes around 
La Souterraine receive incendiary letters inviting them to cotne in 
aims to the town, in order to secure by force, and by staking their 
lives, the production ol ;tl1 titles to rentals. The peasants, in a 
circle of eight leagues, are all stirred up by the sound of the tocsin, 
and preceded by the municrpal officers in their scarves ; there are 
four thousand of them, and they drag with thcni a va^on full of 
arms: this is for the revision and re constitution of the ownership of 
the soil. — In Dordogne, self-appointed arbitrators interpose iiiipc- 

■ RenlutioBarTarchi'iexrf ihsdc^rtnuHitoFCmuc.brthm]. (L«iuir of Oh idmhi- 
lrt aton of the dcpartnnit, Mirchjt. ■»■-)—" A nhinx NiluniOn," F. 7. )»o. (IVH- 
hpraliDn af the DimrlDiy o( Ih* DrpirDun , May 11, vj^x.-'Prvib vrrtalot the noirici- 
palit> dI Li ^^obtflrruoe, Anfivl ij, 1791.) 
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riously between the proprietor and the small farmer, at the time of 
harvest, to prevent the proprietor from claiming, and the farmer 
from paying, the tithes or the rh'e ; ' any agreement to this end is 
forbidden ; whoever shall transgress the new order of things, pro- 
prietor or farmer, shall be hung. Accordingly, the rural militia in 
the districts of Bergerac, Excideuil, Ribdrac, Mucidan, Montignac, 
and Perigueax, led by the municipal officers, go from commune to 
commune in order to force the proprietors to sign an act of desist- 
ance ; and these visits " are always accompanied with robberies, 
outrages, and ill-treatment from which there is no escape but in 
absolute submission." Moreover, *' they demand the abolition of 
every species of tax and the partition of the soil." — It is impos- 
sible for " proprietors moderately rich '* to reaiiin in the country ; 
on all sides they take refuge in Perigueux, an.1 there, organizing 
in companies, slmg with the gendarmerie and the National 
Guard of the town, overrun the cantons to restore order. But 
there is no way of persuading the peasantry that it is order which 
they wish to restore. With that stubbornness of the imagination 
which no obstacle arrests, and which, like a vigorous spring, 
always finds some outlet, the people declare that " the gendarmes 
and National Guard" who come to restrain them "are priests 
and gentlemen in disguise." — The new theories, moreover, have 
struck down to the lowest depths ; and nothing is easier than to 
draw from them the abolition of debts, and even the agrarian law. 
At Rib^rac, which is invaded by the people of the neighbouring 
parishes, a village tailor, taking the catechism of the Constitution 
from his pocket, argues with the procureur syndic^ and proves to 
him that the insurgents are only exercising the rights of man. 
The book states, in the first place, "that Frenchmen are equals 
and brethren, and that they should give each other aid ;" and that 
" the masters should share with their fellows, especially this year, 
which is one of scarcity." In the next place, it is written that 
" all property belongs to the nation," and that is the reason why 
" it has taken the possessions of the Church." Now, the nation 
is composed of all Frenchmen, and the conclusion is clearly 
apparent Since, in the eyes of the tailbr, the property of indi- 
vidual Frenchmen belongs to all the French, he, the tailor, has 
a right to at least the quota which belongs to him. — One travels 

• A sort of export duty. — [Tr.] 
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fast and far on this road, for every mob amnden that Xkas mot 
immediate enjoyment, and enjoyment according to its <nvD ide) 
There is no care tor neighbours or for conseqaences, even wb 
imminent and physical, and in twenty places the pro p ert y wlw 
is usurped perishes in the hands kA the usuipera. 

This voluntary destruction of property can be best ob a er v e d : 
the third department, that of Corrfeze.' Not only have tl 
peasants here refused to pay rents from the b^niung of tt 
Revolution; not only tiAve they "planted maypoles, supplie 
with iron hooks, to hang" the fi.'st one that dared to claim or 1 
p.ty them ; not only are viobnt acts of every description con 
mitted " by entire communes," " the National Guards of the sma 
communes participating in them ; " not only do the culprits, who: 
arrest is ordered, remain at liberty, while " nothing is ^>cAen < 
but the hanging of the constables who %em writs," but farthe 
together with the ownership of the water- sources, the power < 
collecting, directing, and distribuUng the water is overthrowi 
and, in a country of steep declivities, the consequences of such a 
o|Kration may be imagined. Three leagues from Tulle, in 
valley forming a semi-circle, a pond twenty feet in depdi, an 
covering an area of three hun.lred acres, was enclosed by 3 broa 
embankment on the side of a ve^ deep gorge, which wa-i con 
plctcly covereil with houses, mills, and cultivation. On the 1 7th t 
April, 1791, a troop cf tive hundred armeil men assembled by th 
beat of a drum, and collected Irom three villages in the vicinity, s( 
themsebcs to demolish the dj ke. The proprietor, M. de Sedierc! 
a substitute-deputy in the National Assembly, is not advised of 
until eleven o'clock in the evening. Mounting his hor»e, alun 
with his guests and domestics, he makes a chaise on the irisan 
wtetches, and, with the aid of pistol and gun shots, disperses then 
It was time, for the trench they had dug was already eight fee 
deep, and the water was nearly on a level with it : a half-hoj 
later and the terrible rolling mass of waters would have pourei 
out on the inhtbitanls of the gorge. — But such vigorous stroke 
which are rare ami hardly ever successful, are no defence again: 
universal and continuous attacks. The regular troops and th 

> "ArchJTet NaliaDa1«,'' F. 7, ]»«.— Ldlcn traia the Dimlorr of tba Drpaitmcn 
JniH I, 1741 \ SepUnber 8 and 11.— Letter baa the Miniitcr of JusUce. Kliy '5. > 1 
— Lettetfroia U.dsLentilhK.Septi-mbet >,— LcltcTfrom M. Melon -Padan, Y.oyi\ Cam 
n»MoncT. StplonberB.— .lAnnrTA/^niMci, il-jr 14. 1791. (LiUwrf»n tje-*ilncn, J 
de Lnjic, April JS, 1791.) 
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gendannerie, both of which are in the way of reorganization or of 
dissolution, are not trustworthy, or are too weak. There are no 
more than thirty of the cavalry in Creuse, and as many in Correze. 
The National Guards of the towns are knockel up by expeditions 
into the country, and there is no money with which to provide for 
their change of quarters. And finally, as the elections are in the 
hands of the people, this brings into power men disposed to 
tolerate popular excesses. At Tulle, the electors of the second 
class, almost all chosen from among the cultivators, and, moreover, 
catechized by the club, nominate for deputies and public pro- 
secutor only the candidates who are pledged against rentals and 
against water privileges. — Accordingly, the general demolition of 
the dykes begins as the month of May approaches. This operation 
continues unopposed on a vast pond, a league and a half from the 
town, and lasts for a whole week ; elsewhere, on the arrival of 
the guards or of the gendarmerie, they are fired upon. Towards 
the end of September, all the embankments in the department are 
broken down : nothing is left in the place of the ponds but fetid 
marshes ; the mill-wheels no longer turn, and the fields are no 
longer watercvl. But those who demolish them carry away baskets 
full of fish, and the soil of the ponds again becomes communal. — 
Hatred is not the motive which impels them, but the instinct of 
acquisition : all these violent outstretched hands, which rigidly 
resist the law, are directed against property, but not against the pro- 
prietor ; they are more greedy than hostile. One of the noblemen 
of Correze,* M . de Saint-Victour, has been absent for five years. 
From the beginning of the Revolution, although his feudal dues 
constitute one-half of the income of his estate, he has given orders 
that no rigorous measures shall be employed in their collection, 
and the result is that, since 1789, none of them were collected. 
Moreover, having a reserve stock of wheat on hand, he lent grain, 
to the amount of four thousand francs, to those of his tenants who 
had none. In short, he is liberal, and, in the neighbouring town, 
at Ussel, he even passes for a Jacobin. In spite of all this, he is 
treated just like the rest. It is because the parishes in his 
domain are "clubbist," governed by associations of moral and 
practical levellers ; in one of them " the brigands have organized 
themselves into a municipal body," and have chosen their leader 

* " Archives Nationales/* F. 7, 320}. i etters from M. de Saint - Victour, September 25^ 
October 2 and 10, 1791. — Letter from the steward ol hts estate, .September 18. 
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a^ prfxurdirsymUc. Consctiucntly, on the jand of August, cigl 
annftl iteasants opened the dam of his large pond, at the risk 
Babii>crging a village in the neighbourhood, the inhabitants 
which came and closed it up. Five otiier ponds belonging to hi 
are demolished in the course of the two following weeks ; fish 
the vnlue of from four to five thousand francs are stolen, and tl 
rest perish in the weeds. In order to make this expn^[Hiati( 
sure, an effort is made to bum his title^eeds ; his chateau, twii 
attacked in the night, is saved only by the National Guard 
Ussel. His fanners and dcmfstics hesitate, for the time bein 
whether or not to cultivate the ground, and come and ask tl 
steward if they could sow the seeds. There is no recourse to tl 
proper authorities : the administrators and judges, even wht 
their own property is concerned, " dare not openly show ther 
selves," because " they do not find themselves protected by tl 
buckler of the law." — Popular will , traversing both the old and tl 
new law, obstinately perdsts in its work, and forcibly attains i 
ends. 

j Thus, whatever the grand terms of liberty, equality, and fratemi 
itnay be, with which the Revolution graces itself, it is, in i 
essence, a transfer of property ; in this alone consists its chi 
support, its enduring enei^, its primary impulse and its historic 
I significance. — Formerly, in antiquity, similar movements we 
accomplished, debts were abolished or lessened, the possessioi 
of the rich were confiscated, and the public lands were dividei 
but this operation was confined to a city and limited to a sm; 
territory. For the first time it takes place on a large scale and 
a modem State. — Thus far, in these vast States, when the deep 
foundations have been disturbed, it has ever been on account 
foreign domination or on account of an oppression of conscienc 
In France in the fifteenth century, in Holland in the sixteen 
and in England in the seventeenth century, the peasant, 11 
mechanic, and the labourer had taken up arms against an enen 
or in behalf of their faith. On religious or patriotic zeal h 
followed the craving for prosperity and comfort, and the nc 
motive is as powerful as the others ; for in our industrial, dem 
ciatic, and utilitarian societies it is this which governs almost \ 
I lives, and excites almost all efforts. Kept down for centuries, l] 
■ pas^n recovers itself by throwing off government and privile| 
the two great weights which have borne it down. At the prcac 
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time this passion launches itself impetuously with its whole force, 
with brutal insensibility, athwart every kind of proprietorship:' 
that is legal and legitimate, whether it be public or private. Thej 
obstacles it encounters only render it the more destructive;: 
beyond proi)erty it attacks proprietors, and completes spoliation! 
with proscriptions. 



/ 
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If popular passion ended in murder it was not because resis 
aace was great or violenL On the contrary, never did an arist' 
cracy undergo dispossession with so much patience, or etnplc 
less force in the defence of its prerogatives, or even of its propeit; 
To speak with exactness, tbe class in qnestion receives blon 
without returning them, and when it does take up arms, it i 
always with the bourgeois and the National Guard, at the reque 
of the magistrates, in conformity with the law, and for the prt 
taction o'" persona and property. The nobles try to avoid betn 
either killed or robbed, nothing more : for nearly three years the 
raise no political banner. In the towns where they exert th 
most influence and which are denounced as rebellious, for ei 
ample in Mende and Aries, their opposition is limited to th 
■upprvsuOD of riots, the restraining of the ronunon people, an 
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ensuring respect for the law. It is not the new order of things 
against which they conspire, but against brutal disorder. — " At 
Mende," says the municipal body,* " we had the honour of being 
the first to furnish the contributions of 1790. We supplied the 
place of our bishop and installed his successor without disturbance, 
and without the assistance of any foreign force . . , We dispersed 
the members of a cathedral body to which we were attached by 
the ties of blood and friendship ; we dismissed all, from the bishop 
down to the children of the choir. We had but three communi- 
ties of mendicant monks, and all three have been suppresjsed. We 
have sold all national possessions without exception." — The com- 
mander of their gendarmerie is, in fact, an old member of the 
body-guard, while the superior officers of the National Guard are 
gentlemen, or belong to the order of Saint-l^uis. It is very evident 
that, if they defend themselves against Jacobinn, they are not 
insurgent against the National Assembly. — In Arles,^ which has 
put down its populace, which has armed itself, which has shut its 
gates, and which passes for a focus of royalist conspiracy, the 
commissioners sent by the King and by the National Assembly, 
men of discretion and of consideration, find nothing, after a 
month's investigation, but submission to the decrees and zeal for 
the public welfare. ** Such," they say, *' are the n»en who have 
been calumniated because, cherishing the Constitution, they hold 
fanaticism, demagogues and anaichy, in horror. If the citizens 
had not roused themselves when the moment of danger arrived, 
they would have been slaughtered like their neighbours (of 
Avignon). It is this insurrection against crime which the brigands 
have slandered." If their gates were shut it was because " the 
National Guard of Marseilles, the same which behaved so bac. 
in the Comtat, flocked there under the pretext of maintaining 
liberty and of forestalling the counter-revolution, but, in reality, to 
pillage the town." Vive la Nation! VivelaLoil Vive le Roi ! 
were the only cries heard at the very quiet and orderly elections 

* Moniteur^ xi. 763, (Sitting of March «8, 17Q2.) — ** Archives Nattonales/* K. 7, 3235. 
(Dfliberatloo of the Directory of tlie Depsutmcnt, November 29, 1791, and January 27, 179*. 
—Petition of the Municipality of Mende and of forty>three others, November 30, 1791.) 

* "Archives Nationales," F. 5, 3198. Proces-verbal of the municipal officers of Aries, 
September 2, 1791. — Letters of the Royal Commixsioncrs and of the National Assembly, 
October 24, November 6, 14, 17, 21, and December 21, 1791. — The commissioners, to 
be impartial, attend in turn a mass by a nonjurin^ priest and one by a priest of the 
opposite side. "The churdi is foU ' with the former, and "always empty" with the 

latter. 
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that had just taken place. ** The attachment of the citisens t< 
the Constitadon has been spoken ot • • • Obediencse to the km 
the readiest disposition to dischai^ge pobKc oontribntioDSy nen 
remarked by us among these pretended c on wt e g H Pe ro l u t ion irti 
Those who are subject to the license-tax came in crowds to tfai 
Hdtel-de-Ville." Scarcely ^was the burean of r ecei pt s opened 
when it was filled with respectable people ; those on the contrary 
who style themselves good fatriats^ republicans or anarchists, wen 
not conspicuous on this occasion; bat a very small numbei 
among them have made their submission. The rest are surprised 
at being called upon for money; they had been flattered by sodi 
different hopes." 

In short, during more than thirty months, and under a steady 
fire of threats, outrages, and spoliations, the nobles who remain in 
France neither commit nor undertake any hostile act against the 
Government that persecutes them. None of them, not even 
M. de Bouill^, attempts to carry out any real plan of civil war ; I 
find but one resolute man in their ranks at this date, ready for 
action, and who labours to form one militant party against another 
militant paity: he is really a politician ami conspirator; he has 
an understanding with the Comte dArtois; he gets petitions 
signe<i for the freedom of the King and of the Churchy he or- 
ganizes armed companies ; he recruits the peasants ; he prepares 
a Vendee for Languedoc and Provence ; and this person is a 
bourgeois y Froment of Nismes.^ But, at the moment of action, he 
finds only three out of eighteen companies, supposed by him to 
be enlisted in his cause, that are willing to march with him. 
Others remain in their quarters until, Froment being overcome, 
they are found there and slaughtered ; the survivors, who escape 
to Jalfes, find, not a stronghold, but a temporary asylum, where 
they never succeed in transforming their inclinations into deter- 
minations.' — The nobles too, like other Frenchmen, have been 
subject to the lasting pressure of monarchical centralization* They 

> " Mtooire'* of M. M6rilbon, for Froment, >«umm.— Report of M. Alqnier, p. 54>— I>a 
Dammertin, i. ao8. » 

* Do Dammartin« i. aoS. Thrr would <>xclaim to tlie Catholic peasants : " AIloos, mea 
enfans, Vive le Koi ! " <sVonts of en^hasiasm) : "those wretches of democrats, let ui 
make an example of them, and rrstoro the sacred rights of the throne and the altar i " 
— " As you please." replied the rustics in choir patois, " tut we mtist hold fast to die Revo- 
lution, for thoro are "oroo ifOfNl thinj^^s about it."— They remain ralm, refuse to march to 
the ansistHHCc nf Uzfts. and withdraw into their mountains on the first sign of the appnMdi 
oi the National GuanL 
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no longer form one body ; they have lost the instinct of associa- 
tion. They no longer know how to act for themselves ;*they are 
the puppets of administration awaiting an impulse from the 
centre, while at the centre the King, their hereditary general, 
a captive in the hands of the people, commands them to be 
resigned and to do nothing. Moreover, like other Frenchmen, 
tiiey have been brought up in the philosophy of the eighteenth 
century. " Liberty is so precious," wrote the Due de Brissac,' 
" that it may well be purchased with some suffering ; a destroyed 
feudalism will not prevent the good and the true firom being 
respected and loved." — They persist in this illusion for a long 
time and remain optimists. As they feel kindly towards the 
people, they cannot comprehend that the people should entertain 
other sentiments toward them; they firmly believe that the 
troubles are transient Immediately on the proclamation of the 
Constitution they return in crowds from Spain, Belgium, and 
Germany \ at Troyes there are not enough post-horses for many 
days to supply the emigrants who are coming back.' Thus they 
accept not only the abolition of feudalism with civil equality, 
but also political equality and numerical sovereignty. 

Some consideration for them, some outward signs of respect, 
a few bows, -would, in all probability, have rallied them sincerely 
to democratic institutions. They would soon consent to be con- 
founded with the crowd, to submit to the common level, and to 
live as private individuals. Had they been treated like the bour- 
geois or the peasant, their neighbours, had their property and 
persons been respected, they m'ght have accepted the new regime 
without any bitterness of feeling. That the leading emigrant 
nobles and those forming a part of the old court carry on in- 
trigues at Coblentz or at Turin is natural, since they have lost 
everything : authority, places, pensions, sinecures, pleasures, and 
the rest. But, to the gentry and inferior nobles of the provinces, 
chevaliers of Saint-Louis, subaltern officers and resident pro- 
prietors, the loss is insignificant. The law has suppressed one- 
half of their seignorial dues ; but by virtue of the same law their 
lands are no longer burdened with tithes. Popular elections will 
not provide them with places, but they did not enjoy them under 
ministerial favour. Little does it matter to them that power, 

— — . - - ^ — — » 

* Dauban, " La Oemasogie & ParU,** p. 59A : Letter of M. de Hriss:ic, Au^st 25, 1789. 
" Moniieur^ x. jj9. {Journal de 2'royts, auJ a letter frooi Perpignan, Nuvember, 1791.) 
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whether ministerial or popahr, his dianged handi : diqr are oon 
accustomed to its laTOiin» and win pmsoe Aeir oidiiiarf avoca- 
tions — the chase, promsnading, reading; viaitBig; and conveniBf 
— provided they, like the first-comer, the ffnaet at tfie comer, oi 
their &rm-5ervant, find protection, lafetf, and a e uiiUy on Ac 
public road and in their dwdlingSL* 

IL 

Popular passion, unfortnnatdj, is a Uiad power, and, for lack 
of enlightenment, suffers itself to be gokled by spectral iDosions. 
Imaginary conceptions work, and work in confonnity with the 
structure of the excited brain which has given l»rth to thenu 
What if the Ancient R^me riiould return ! What if we were 
obliged to restore the property of the dergy ! What if we should 
be agAin forced to pay the salt tax, the excise, the UdUe^ and other 
dues which, thanks to the law, we no longer pay, besides other 
ta.es and dues that we do not pay in spite of the law ! What if 
all the nobles whose chateaux are burnt, and who have given rent 
a' quittances at the point of the sword, should find some way to 
avenge themselves and recover their former privities ! Undoubt- 
edly they brood over these things, make agreements amongst each 
other, and plot with the foreigners ; at the first opportunity they 
will fall upon us: we must watch them, repress them, and, if 
needs be, destroy them. — ^This instinctive process of reasoning 
prevailed from the outset, and, in proportion as excesses increase, 
prevails to a much greater extent The noble is ever the past, 
present, and future creditor^ or, at the very least, a possible one, 
which means that -he is the worst and most odious of enemies. All 
his ways are suspicious, even when he is doing nothing ; whatever 
he may do it is with a view of arming himself. — M. de Gilliers, 
who lives with his wife and sister one league out of Romans 
in Daiiphiny,' amuses himself by planting trees and flowers; a few 
steps from his house, on another domain, M. de Montchorel, an 



» Mtrcurt de France^ No. for September 3. 1791. ** Let Liberty be presented to ns, and 
all France will knuul before her; but no. le and proud hearts will eternally resist the op- 
pression which assumes her sarred mask. Tliey will invoke libcrtv, bnt liberty without 
crime, the liberty which is maintained without dungeons, without inquisitors, withont in- 
cendiaries, without hriirands, without fon ed oaths, without illegal coalitions, withont nofa 
outiu %%\ that liberty, finally, which allows no oppres5or to {ro unpuninhed, and which 
docs not <ru»h iKare^ble citisens beneath the weight of the chains it ba« bioken.'* 

« Kivutoi, '• Memoires," p. J67. (I^ter of M. Servan, published in the *' Actet dc« 
Ap6trt$."} 
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old soldier, and M. Osmond, an old lawyer from Paris, with their 
wives and children, occupy their leisure hours in somewhat the 
same manner, M. de Gilliers having onlered and received 
wooden water-pipes, the report spreads ihat they are cannon. His 
guest, M. Servan, receives an English travelling-trunk, which is 
said to be full of pistols. When M. Osmond and M. Servan stroll 
about the country with pencils and drawing-paper, it is averred 
that they are preparing topograph'cal plans !or the Spaniards and 
Savoyards. The four carriages belonging to the two families go 
10 Romans to fetch some guests : instead of lour there are nine- 
teen, and they a^e sent for aristocrats who are coming to hide 
away in underground passages. M. de Senneville, decorated 
with a cordon rouge (red ribbon), pays a visit on his return Irom 
Algiers : the decoration becomes a blue one, and the wearer is 
the Comte d'Artois in person. There is certainly a plot brewing, 
and at five o'clock in the morning eighteen communes (two thou- 
sand armed men) arrive before the doors of the two houses; 
shouts and threats of death last for eight hours ; a gun fired a few 
paces off at the inmates happens to flash in the pan ; a peasant 
who is aiming at them says to his neighbour, ** Give me a twenty- 
four-sous piece, and I will j»lant both my balls in their bodies I ^ 
Finally, M. de Gilliers, who was absent, attending a baptism, 
returns with the Royal Chasseurs of Dauphiny and the National 
Guard of Romans, and with their assistance delivers his family. — • 
It is only in the towns, that is, in a few towns, and for a very; 
sliort time, that an inoffensive noble who is attacked obtains anyj 
aid ; the phantoms which people create for themselves there arej 
less gross ; a certain degree of enlightenment, and a remnant oR 
common sense, prevent the hatching of too absurd stories. — But' 
in the dark recesses of rustic brains nothing can arrest the mono- 
mania of suspicion. Fancies multiply there like weeds in a dark 
hole : they take root and vegetate until they become belief, con- 
viction, and certainty; they produce the fruit of hostility and 
hatred, homicidal and incendiary ideas. With eyes constantly 
fixed on the chateau, the village regards it as a Bastille which 
must be captured, and, instead of saluting the lord of the manor, 
it thinks only of firing at him. 

Let us take up one of these local histories in detail.' In the 

1 ** Archives Nationales," F. 7. .^2^7 Official reports, investigations, and correspondence 
in relation to the affair of M. de Hi ■ y (October, 1790). 
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inoiuh of July, 1 7S9, during the jacquerie in MSconnais, the parish 
of V'illiers a|>[;ealcil for assistance to its lord, M. de Bussf, a 
former colonel of dragoons. Heihad returned home, treated the 
people of his village to a dinner, and attempted to form them into 
a body of guanls to i)rotect themselves against incendiaries and 
brigands ; along with the well-disposed men of the place " he 
patrolled every evening to restore tranquillity to the parish.** On 
a rumour spreading that " the wells were poisone<i," he placed 
sentinels alongsitie of all the wells except his own, ** to prove that 
he was acting for the parish and not for himself." In short, he 
did all he could to conciliate the villagers, and to interest them in 
the common safety. — But, by virtue of being a noble and an 
ofTicer he is distrusted, and it is Perron, the syndic of the com- 
mune, to whom the commune now listens. Perron announces 
that the King " having abjured his sworn word," no more confi- 
dence is to be placed in him, and, consequently, neither in his 
officers nor in the gentry. On M. de Bussy proposing to the 
National Guards that they should go to the assistance of the 
chateau of Tliil, which is in flames. Perron prevents them, de- 
claring that "these fires are kindle! by the nobles and the clerg}-." 
M. de Bussy insists, and entreats them to go, offering to abandon 
" his terrier^" that is to say all his seignorial dues, if they will only 
accompany him and arrest this destruction. They refuse to do so. 
He perseveres, and, on being informed that the chateau of 
Juillenas is in peril, he collects, after great efforts, a body of one 
hundred ami fifty men of his pariah, and, marching with them, 
airives in time to save ihc chateau, which a mob was about to set 
on fire. But the popular excitement, which he had just succeeded 
in calming at Juillenas, has gained the upper hand amongst his 
own troop : the brigands have seduced his men, " which obliges 
him to lead them back, while, along the road, they seem inclined 
to fire at him." — Having returned, he is followed with threats even 
to his own house: a band comes to attack his chateau ; finding it on 
the defensive, they insist on being led to that of Courcelles. — In 
the midst of all this violence M. de Bussy, with about fifteen 
friends and tenants, succeeds in protecting himself, and, by iiint 
of patience, energy, and cool blood, without killing or wounding 
a single man, ends in bringing back security throughout the whole 
canton. The jacquerie subsides, and it seems as if the newly re- 
stored order would be maintained. He sends for Madame de 
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Bussy to return, and some months pass away. — ^The popular 
imagination, however, is poisoned, and whatever a gentleman 
may do, he is no longer tolerated on his estate. A few leagues 
from there, on A;)ril 29, 1790, M. de Bois-d'Aisy, deputy to the 
National Assembly, had returned to his parish to vole at the new 
elections.' " Scarcely has he arrived," when the commune of Bois- 
d'Aisy gives him notice through its mayor " that it will not regard 
him as eligible.** He attenJs the electoral meeting which is held in 
the church : there, a municipal ofiicer in the pulpit inveighs against 
nobles and priests, and declares that they must not take part in 
the elections. All eyes turn upon M. de Bois-d*Aisy, who is the 
only noble present. Nevertheless, he takes the civic oath, which 
nearly costs him dear, for murmurs arise around him, and the 
peasants say that he ought to have been hanged like the lord of 
Sainte-Colombe, to prevent his taking the oaih. In fact, the 
evening before, the latter, M. de Vitteaux, an old man of seventy- 
four years of age, was expellel from the primary assembly, then 
torn out of the house in which he had sought refuge, half killed 
with blows, and dragged through ilie streets to the open square ; 
his mouth was stuffed with manure, a stick was thrust i^to his 
ears, and '* he expired after a martyrdom of three hours." The 
same ilay, in the church of the Capuchins, at Sc^mur, the rural 
parishes which met together excluded their priests and gentr}- in 
the same fashion. M. de Damas and M. de Saince-Maure were 
beaten with clubs and stones ; the cur^ of Massigny died after six 
stabs with a knife, and M. de Virieu saved himself as he best 
could. — With such examples before them it is probable that many 
of the nobles will no longer exercise their right of sullrage. M. 
de Bussy does not pretend to do it He merely tries to prove 
that he is loyal to the nation, and that he meditates no wrong to 
the National Guard or to the people. He proposed, at the out- 
set, to the volunteers of Micon to join them, along with his liitle "^ 
troop ; they refused to have him and thus the fault is not on his 
side. On the 14th of July, 1790, the day of the Federation on 
his domain, he sends all his people off to Villiers, furnished with 
the tricolour cockade. He himself, with three of his friends, 
attends the ceremony to take the oath, all four in uniform, with the 

* Mercurt de PraHce^ May 15, 1790. (T^ter of Raron do Boit-d'Aisy, April 10. read in 
tbe Natiooad kvKxt^yf.^—Mottifeur^ iv. 30a. Sitting of May 6. (Official »tatenient of 
the Jiutke of die Pteace of ViUeanx, April 28 ) 
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cockaile on their hats, without any weapons but their swords and 
a light cane in their hands. They salute the assembled National 
Guards of the three neighbouring parishes, and keep outside the 
enclosure so as not to give offence. But they have not taken 
into account the prejudices and animosities of the new municiiial 
bodies. Peiron, the former syndic, is now mayor. A man 
named Bailly, who is the village shoemaker, is another of the 
municipal officers ; their councillor is an old dragoon, one of those 
soMicrs probably who have deserted or been discharged, and who 
are the firebrands of almost every riot that takes place. A S(iuad 
of a dozen or firteen men leave the ranks and march up to the 
four gentlemen, who advance, hat in hand, to meet them. Sud- 
denly the men aim at them, and Bailly, with a furious air, 
demands : " What the devil do you come here for ? " M. de 
Bussy replies tha*, having been informed of the Federation, he 
had come to take the oath like the rest of the people. Bailly asks 
why he had come armed. M. de Bussy remarks that "having 
been in the service, the sword was inseparable from the uni.orni," 
anil had they come there without that badge they would have 
been at iault ; besides, they must have observed that they had no 
other arms. Bailly, still in a rage, and, moreover, exasj^erated 
by such good reasons, turns round with his gun in his hand 
towards tlie leader of the squad and asks him three times in suc- 
cession, " Commander, must I fire ? " The commander not 
daring to take the responsibility of so gratuitous a murder, remains 
s lent, and finally orders M. de Bussy to ** clear out ; " ** which I 
did," says M. de Bussy. — Nevertheless, on reaching home, he 
writes to the municipal authorities clearly setting for^h the motive 
of his coming, and demands an explanation of the treatment he 
had received. Mavor Perron throws aside his letter without 
reading it, and, on the following day, on leaving the mass, the 
National Guards come, by way of menace, to load their guns in 
sight of M. de Bussy, round his garden. — A few days after this, 
at the instigUion of Bailly, two other proprietors in the neigh- 
bourhood are assassinated in their houses. Finally, on a journey 
to Lyons, M. de Bussy learns " that the chateaux in Poitou are 
again in flames, and that the work is to begin again everywhere." 
— Alarmed at all these indications, " he resolves to form a company 
of volunteers, which, taking up their quarters in his chateau, can 
serve the whole canton on a legal requisition." He thinks that 
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about fifteen brave men will be sufficient. He has already six 
men with him in the month of October, 1790 ; green coats are 
ordered for them, and buttons are bought for the uniform. Seven 
or eight domestics may be added to the number. In tlie way of 
arms and munitions the cliateau contains two kegs of gimpowder 
which were on hand before 17C9, seven blunderbusses, and fivfi 
cavalry sabres, left there in passing by M. de Bussy's old dragoons: 
to these must be added two double-barrelled fowling pieces, three 
soldiers' muskets, {vv^ brace of pistols, two poor common guns, 
two old swords, and a hunting-knife. Such is the garrison, such 
the arsenal, and these are the preparations, so well justitied and 
so slight, which prejudice conjointly with gossip is about to trans- 
form into a great conspiracy. 

The chateau, in effect, was an object of suspicion in the village 
from the very first day. All its visitors, whenever they went out 
or came in, with all the details of their actions, were watched, 
denounced, exaggerated, and misinterpreted. If, through the 
awkwardness or carelessness of so many inexperienced National 
Guards, a stray ball reaches a farm-house one day in broad daylight, 
it comes from the chateau ; it is the aristocrats who have fired upon 
the peasants. — There is the same state of suspicion in the neigh- 
bouring to^ns. The municipal body of Valence, hearing that two 
youths had ordered coats made " of a colour which seemed sus- 
picious," send for the tailor; he confesses the fact, and adds that 
" they intended to put the buttons on themselves." Such a detail is 
alarmin ^ An inquiry is set on foot and the alarm increases ; people 
in a strange uniform have been seen passing on their way to the 
chateau of Villiers ; from thence, on reaching the number of two 
hundred, they will go and join the garrison of Besan9on ; they 
will travel four at a time in order to avoid detection. At Besangon 
they are to meet a corps of forty thousand men, commanded by 
M. Autichamp, which corps is to march on to Paris to carry off the 
King, and break up the National Assembly. The National 
Guards along the whole route are to be forced into the lines. At 
a certain distance each man is to receive 1,200 francs, and, at the 
end of the expedition, is to be enrolled in the Artois Guard, or 
sent home with a recompense of 12,000 francs. — Meanwhile, the 
Prince de Cond^, with forty thousand men, will come by the way of 
Pont Saint-Esprit in Languedoc, rally the disaflected of Carpentras 
and of the Jaibs camp to his standard, and occupy Cette and the 
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other seaports ; and finally, the Comte d'Arto's, on his side, will 
enter by Pont-Beauvoisin with thirty thousand men.— A horrible 
discovery! ITie municipal authorities of Valence immediately 
inform those of Lyons, Besangon, Chalons, Mdcon, and others 
beside. On the strength of this the municipal body of Micon, 
*' considering that the enemies of the Revolution are ever making 
the most strenuous efforts to annihilate the Constitution which 
secures the happiness of this empire," and " that it is highly im- 
portant to frustrate their designs,** sends two hundred men of its 
National Guard to the chateau of Villiers, " empowered to employ 
armed force in case of resistance." For greater security, this troop 
is joined by the National Guards of the three neighbouring 
parishes. M. de Bussy, on being told that they were springing 
over into his garden, seizes a gun and takes aim, but does not fire, 
and then, the requisition being legal, throws all open to them; 
There are found in the house six green coats, seven dozens of 
large buttons, and fifteen dozens of small ones. The proof is 
manifest. He explains what his project was and states his motive 
. — it is a mere pretext. He makes a sign, as an order, to his valet 
— there is a positive complicity. M. de Bussy, his six guests, and 
the valet, are arrested and transported to Macon. A trial takes 
place, with depositions and interrogatories, in which the truth is 
elicited in spite of the most adverse testimony; it is clear that 
M. de Bussy never intended to do more than defend himself. — 
But prejudice is a blinder to hostile eyes. It cannot be admitted 
that, under a constitution which is perfect, an innocent man could 
incur danger ; the objection is made to him that '' it is not natural 
for an armed company to be formed to resist a massacre by which 
it is not menaced ;" they are convinced beforehand that he is 
guilty. On a decree of the National Assembly the minister had 
ordered all accused persons to be brought to Paris by the consta- 
bulary and hussars; the National Guard of Micon, "in the 
greatest state of agitation," declares ihat, **as it had arrested M. 
de Bussy, it would not consent to his transport by any other body. 
, . . Undoubtedly, the object is to allow him to escape on the 
way," but it will know how to keep its captive secure. The 
guard, in fine, of its own authority, escorts M. de Bussy to Paris, 
into the Abbaye prison, where he is kept confined for several 
months — so long, indeed, that, after a new trial and investigation, 
the absurdity of the accus^Uoxv V>ev^^ too palpable, they arc 
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ol)Hged to set him at liberty. — Such is the situation of most of the 
gentry on their o^ti estates, and M, de Bussy, even .icquitted and 
vindicated, will act wisely in not reluming home, 

III. 

He would be nothing but a hostage there. Alone against 
thousands, sole survivor and representative of an abolished regime 
which all detest, it is the noble against whom everybody turns 
whenever a political shock seems to shake the r.ew regime. He 
is at least disarmed, as he might be dangerous, and, in these 
popular executions, brutal instincts and appetites break loose like 
a bull that dashes through a door and rages through a dwelling- 
house. In the same department, some months later, on the news 
aniving of the arrest of the King at Varennes, ** all nonjuring' 
priests and ci-dei'ant nobles are exposed to the horrors of persecu- 
tion." Bands forcibly enter houses to seize arms : Commarin, 
Grosbois, Montculot, Chaudenay, CrtEanc^, Toisy, Chatellenot, and 
other houses are thus visited, and several are sacked. During the 
ntght of June 26 — 27, 1791, at the chateau of Cr&ncd, " there is 
pillaging throughout ; the mirrors are broken, the pictures are torn 
up, and the doors are bioken down." The master of the house, 
" M.de Comeau-Cr6mc^, Knight of St Louis, horribly maltreated, 
is dragged to the foot of the stairs, where he lies as if dead : " 
previous to this, " he was forced to give a considerable contribu- 
tion, and to refund all penalties collected by him before the 
Revolution as the local lord of the manor." — ^Two other proprietors 
in the neighbourhood. Knights of St. Louis, are treated in the same 
way. " That is the way in which three old and brave soldiers are 

1 "Archives Nationales." DXXIX. 4. Letter of Al. Relin-Chatrllenot (near Araay-le- 
Due) to the President of the National Assembly, Joly i, 1791. ** In the rralm of liL-erty 
we live nnder the most cruel tjrranny, and in a state of the completest anarchy, while tlio 
administrative bodies and the police, still in their inCuicy, seem to act only in fear and 
trembling. ... So £ar, in all crimes, they are more concerned with extenuating the facts 
than in punishing the offence, llie result is that the guilty have had no other restraint on 
them than a few gentle phrases like this : ' Dear brothers and friends, jrou are in the wrong, 
be careful," h.c.—lhid.^ F. 7, 3229. I.^ter of the Directory of the Department of Mame, 
July 13, 1791. (Searches by the National Guard in chateaux and the disarmament of 
formerly privileged persons.) " None of our injunctions were obeyed.** For example, 
there is breakage and violence in the residence of . Guinaumont at Merry ; the gun, shot 
and powder of the game-keeper even are carried off. '* M. do Guinaumont is without the 
means of def .nding himself against a mad dog or any other savage brute that might come 
into his woods or into his courtyard." The Mayor of Merry, with the National Guard, 
under compulsion, tells them in vain that they are breaking the law. — Petition of Madame 
d'Ambly, wite o^ the deputy, June 28, 1791. Not having the guns which she had alrcadj 
given up, she is made to pay 150 francs. 
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rewarded for their services ! " A fourth, a peaceable man, escapes 
beforehand, leaving his keys in the locks and his gardener in the 
house. Notwithstanding th's, the doors and the clothes-presses 
were broken open, the pillaging lasting five hours and a half, with 
threats of setting the house on fire if the seigneur did not make 
his appearance. Questions were asked " as to whether he attended 
the mass of the new curd, whether he had formerly exacted fines, 
and finally, whether any of the inhabitants had any complaint to 
make against him.** No complaint is made ; on the contrary, he 
is rather beloved. — But, in tumults of this sort, a hundred madmen 
and fifty rogues prescribe the law to the timid and the indifferent. 
These outlaws declared that " they were acting under orders ; they 
compelled the mayor and prosecuting attorney to take part in 
their robberies \ they likewise took the precaution to force a few 
honest citizens, by using the severest threats, to march along with 
them." These people come the next day to apologize to the 
pillaged proprietor, while the municipal officers draw up a state- 
ment of the violence practised against them. Tlie violence, 
nevertheless, is accomplished, and, as it will go unpunished, it is 
soon to be re- eated. 

A beginning and an end are already made in the two neigh- 
bouring departments. There, especially in the south, nothing 
is more instructive than to see how an outbreak stimulated by 
enthusiasm for the public good immediately degenerates under 
the impuke of private interest, and ends in crime. — Around 
Lyons,* under the same pretext and at the same date, similar 
mobs perform similar visitations, and, on all these occasions, " the 
rent-rolls are burnt, and houses are pillaged and set on fire. 
Municipal authority, organized for the security of property, is in 
many hands but one facility more for its violation. The National 
Guard seems to be armed merely for the protection of robbery 
and disorder." — For more than thirty years, M. de Chaponay, the 
father of six children of whom three are in the service, expended 
his vast income on his estate of Beaulieu, giving occupation to a 
number of persons, men, women, and children. After the hail- 
s orm of 1 76 1, which nearly destroyed the village of Moranee, he 
rebuilt thirty-three houses, furnished others with timber for the 

1 " Archives Nationalcs,*' DXXIX. 4. Letters of the Administrators of the Depart- 
mrnt oi Rh6ne-et-1^>ire, July 6, 1791. (M. Vilet is one of the signers.)— J/mrafiv A 
France, October 8, 1791* 
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framework, supplied the comniune with wheat, and, for several 
years, obtained for the inhabitants a diminution of their taxation. 
In 1790, he celebrated the Federation Festival on a magnificent 
scale, giving two banquets, one of a hundred and thirty seats, for 
the municipal bodies and officers of the National Guards in the 
vicinity, and the other of a thousand seats for the privates. If 
any of the gentry had reason to believe himself popular and safe 
it was certainly this man. — On the 24th of June, 1791, the muni- 
cipal authorities of Moran^e, Lucenay, and Chazelai, with their 
mayors and National Guards, in all nearly two thoujiand men, 
arrive at the cliateau with drums beating and Hags tiying. M. de 
Chaponay goes out to meet them, and begs to know to what he 
owes '* the pleasure " of their visit. They reply that they do not 
come to offend him, but to carry out the orders of the district, 
which oblige them to take possession of the chateau and to place 
in it a guard of sixty men : on the following day the " district " 
and the National Guard of Villefranche are to come and inspect 
it. — Be it noted that these orders are imaginary, f)r M. de 
Chaponay asks in vain to see them ; they cannot be produced. 
The cause of their setting out, probably, is the false rumour that 
the National Guard of Villefranche is coming to deprive them of 
a booty on which they had calculated. — Nevertheless M. de 
Chaponay submits ; he merely requests the municipal officers to 
make the search themselves and in an orderly manner. Upon 
this the commandant of the National Guard of Lucenay exclaims, 
with some irritation, that " all are equal and all must go in," and 
at the same moment all rush fomard. " M. de Chaponay orders 
the apartments to be opened ; they immediattly shut them up, 
purposely to let the sappers break through the doors with their 
axes." — Everything is pillaged, " plate, assignats, stocks of linen, 
laces and other articles ; the trees of the avenues are hacked and 
mutilated ; the cellars are emptied, the casks are rolled out on 
the terrace, the wine is suffered to run out, and the chateau keep is 
demolished. . . . The officers urge on those that are laggard." 
Towards nine o'clock in the evening M. de Chaponay is informed 
by his servants that the municipal authorities have determined 
upon forcing him to sign an abandonment of his feudal dues and 
afterwards beheading him. He escapes with his wife through the 
only door which is left unguarded, wanders about all ni^ht, ex- 
posed to the gun-shots of the squads which are on his track, and 



314 THE REVOLUTION. book tii. 

reaches Lyons only on the following day. — Meanwhile the pil- 
lagers send him notice that if he does not abandon his rentals, 
they will cut down his forests and bum up everything on his 
estate. The chateau, indeed, is fired three distinct times, while, 
in the interval, the band sack another chateau at Bayfere, and, on 
again passing by that of M. de Chaponay, demolish a dam which 
had cost 10,000 livres. — The public prosecutor, for his part, re- 
mains quiet, notwithstanding the appeals to him : he doubtless 
says to himself that a gentleman whose house has been searched 
is lucky to have saved his life, and that others, like M. Guillin- 
Diimoutet/for example, have not been as fortunate. 

The latter gentleman, formerly captain of a vessel belonging to 
the India Company, afterwards Commandant at Senegal, now 
retired from active life, occupied his chateau of Poleymieux with 
his young wife and two infant children, his sisters, nieces, and 
sister-in-law — in all, ten women belonging to his family and do- 
mestic service— -one negro servant and himself, an old man of 
sixty years of age ; here is a haunt of militant conspirators which 
must be disarmed as soon as possible.* Unfortunately, a brother 
o;' M. Guillin, accused <»f treason to the nati )n, had been arrested 
ten months previously, which was quite sufficient for the clubs in 
«he neighbourhood. In the month of December, 1790, the 
chateau had already been ransacked by the people of the parishes 
in the vicinity : nothing was found, and the Department first 
censured and afterwards interdicted these arbitrary searches. On 
this occasion they will manage things better. — On the 26th f f 
June, 1 79 1, at ten o'clock in the morning, the municipal body of 
Poleymieux, along with two other bodies in their scarfs, and three 
hun ired National Guards, are seen approaching, under the usual 
pretext of searching for arms. Madame Guillin presents herself, 
reminds them of the interdict of the Department, and demantls 
the legal order under which they act. They refuse to give it. 
M. Guillin descends in his turn and offers to open his doors to 
them if they will produce the order. They have no order to 
show him. During the colloquy a certain man named Rosier, a 
former soldier who had deserted twice, and who is now in com- 
mand of the National Guard, seizes M. Guillin by the throat ; the 

* Mercure de France^ August 20, 1791, the article by Mallet- Dupa*^. "The details of 
the* picture I have just sketched were all furnished me by Madame Dumoutet heiself." \ 
u... "authoriscHl by her signature tu gu^'^rantie the accuracy of this narrative." 
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old captain defends himself, presents a pistol at the man, which 
misses fire, and then, throwing the fellow off. withdraws into the 
house, closing the door behind him. — Soon ater this, the tocsin 
sounds in the neighbourhood, thirty parishes start up, and two 
thousand men arrive. Madame Guillin, by entreaties, succeeds in 
having delegates api>ointed, chosen by the crowd, to inspect the 
chateau. These delegates examine the apartments, and declare 
that they can find nothing but the arms ordinarily kept on liand. 
This declaration is of no effect : the multitude, whose excitement 
is increased by waiting, feel their strength, and have no idea of 
returning empty-handed. A volley is fired, and the chateau win- 
dows are riddled with balls. As a last effort Madame Guillin, 
with her two chil !ren in her arms, comes out, and going to the 
municipal officers, calls upon them to do their duty. Far from 
doing this they retain her as a hostage, and place her in such a 
position that, if there is firing from the chateau, she may receive 
the bullets. Meanwhile, the doors are forced, the house is 
pillaged from top to bottom, and then set on fire ; M. Guillin, 
who seeks refuge in the keep, is almost reached by the flames. 
At this moment, some of the assailants, less ferocious than the 
rest, prevail upon him to descend, and they answer for his life. 
Scarcely has he shown himself when others fall on him ; they cry 
that he must be killed, that he has a life-rent of 36,000 francs 
from the State, and " this will be so much saved for the nation." 
'' He is hacked to pieces alive ; " his head is cut off and borne 
upon a pike ; his body is cut up, and sent piece by piece to each 
parish ; several wash their hands in his blood, and besmear their 
faces with it It seems as if tumult, clamour, incendiarism, 
robbery, and murder had aroused in them not only the cruel 
instincts of the savage, but the carnivorous appetites of the biute ; 
some of them, seized by the gendarmerie at Chasselay, had roasted 
the dead man's arm and dined upon it.^ — Madame Guillin, who 
is saved through the compassion of two of the inhabitants of the 
place, succeeds, after encountering many dangers, in reaching 
Lyons ; she and her children lost everything, " the chateau, its 
dependencies, the crop of the preceding year, wine, grain, furni- 
ture, plate, ready money, assignats, notes, and contracts." Ten 
days later, the department gives notice to the National Assembly 

1 Mrrcurtf de France^ Anjtfust so, 1791, the article by Mallet-Dnpan. *' The proceedings 
instituted at Lyons confirmed this cannibal banquet." 
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that '' similar projects are still being plotted and arranged, an 
that there are (always) threats of burning chateaux and rent-roDs; 
that no doubt of this can possibly exist : ''the inhabitants of th 
country only await the opportunity, to renew these scenes c 
horror." » 

IV. 

Amidst these multiplied and reviving jacqueries there is nothir| 
left but flight, and die nobles, driven out of the rural districts 
seek refuge in the towns. But here also a jacquerie awaits them 
— As the effects of the Constitution are developed, successive 
administrations become feebler and more partial ; the unbridlec 
populace has become more excitable and more \'ioIent; tb 
enthroned club has become more suspicious and more despotic 
I lenceforth the club, through or in opposition to the administra- 
tive bodies, leads the populace, and the nobles will find it as 
hostile as the peasants. All their reunions, even when liberal, 
are closed like that in Paris, through the illegal interference ol 
mobs, or through the iniquitous action of the popular magistrates, 
All their associations, even when legal and salutary, are broken 
up by brute force or by municipal intolerance. They are punished 
for having thought of defending themselves, and slaughtered 
because they try to avoid assassination. — ^Three or four hundred 
gentlemen, who were threatened on their estates, sought refuge 
with their families in Caen ;' and they trusted to find one there, 
for, by three different resolutions, the municipal body promised 
them aid and protection. Unfortunately, the club thinks other 
wise, and, on August 23, 1791, prints and posts up a list of theii 
names and residences, declaring that since ''their suspected 
opinions have compelled them to abandon the rural districts," 
they are emigrants in the interior ; " from which it follows that ** theii 



I The letter of the Department ends with tibis either nalVe or ironical expression : 
" You have one triumph to complete, that of the obedience and tubmission of the people 
to the law." 

* *' Archives Natlonales/' F. 7, 3,200. 5>ee document t relating to the affair of Novem- 
ber 5» 1791, and the events which preceded it or followed it, and among others ** Lettres dv 
Directoire et du Procureur-sjmdic du Departement ; " Petition et M£moire pour les 
D^tCnns ; " Lettres d*un T^moin," M. de Morant.— .Vi>«//niir, x. 356. "Proc^-veri»a] 
de la Municipalite de Caen " and of the '* Directoire du D6partement,'* xi. 164. M6t, 
" Rapport de Guadet," and documents of the trial.— "Archives Nationales," ihid.— 
H "Lettres de M. Cahier," Minister of the Interior. January 26, 179s ; of M. G— d de 

^^ Pont6(»ulant, President of the Departmmt Directory, February j, 179s.— Proclamation by 

the Directoiy. 
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conduct must be scrupulously watched/' because " it may be the 
effect of some dangerous plot against the country." Fifteen are 
especially designated ; among others " the former cur^ of Saint- 
Loup, the great bloodhound of ihe aristocrats, and all of them 
very suspicious persons, harbouring the worst intentions." — Thus 
denounced and singled out, it is evident that they can no longer 
sleep tranquilly : moreover, now that their addresses are published, 
they are openly threatened with domiciliary visiis and violence. 
As to the administrative authorities, their interference cannot be 
depended on ; the department itself gives notice to the minister 
that, as the law stands, it cannot put the cl.ateau in the hands of 
the regulars,* as this would, it is said, excite the National Guard. 
" Besides, how without an army is this post to be wrested from 
the hands which hold it? It is impossible with only the resources 
which the Constitution affords us." Thus, in the defence of the 
oppressed, the Constitution is a dead letter. — Hence it is that the 
refugees, Bnding protection only in themselves, undertake to help 
each other. No association can be more juttifiable, more pacific, 
more innocent. Its object is " to demand the execution of the 
laws constantly violated, and to protect persons and property." 
In each quarter they will try to bring together " all good citizens ; ** 
they will form a committee of eight members, and, in each 
committee, there will always be " an officer of justice or a member 
of the administrative body with an officer or subaltern of the 
National Guard." Should any citizen be attacked in person or 
] roperty the association will draw up a petition in his favour. 
Should any particular act of violence require the employment of 
public force, the members of tiie district will assemble under the 
orders of the officer of justice and of the National Guard to 
enforce obedience. " In all possible cases " they " will avoid with 
the greatest care any insult of individuals ; they will consider that 
the object of the meeting is solely to ensure public peace, and 
that protection from the law to which every citizen is entitled." — 
In short, they are volunteer constables. Turn the inquiry which 
way they will, a hostile municipality and a prejudiced tribunal can 
put no other construction upon it ; they find nothing else. The 
only evidence against one of the leaders is a letter in which he 

* "Archives Nationaln," F. 7, 3200. Letter of S^eptcmbcr 26, 17QI.— Letter found on 
one of the arrested genUcmen. " A cuwardh bo ir^reoiue, dinxtors in cellars, a clubbist 
municipality, waging the most illegal war against us" 
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tries to prevent a gentleman from going to Coblentz, strivings to 
prove to him that he will be more useflil at Caen. The principal 
evidence against the assoc'ation is that of a townsman whom they 
wished to enrol, and of whom they demanded his opinions. He 
had stated that he was in favour of the execution of the laws ; 
upon which they told him : " In this case you belong to us, and 
are more of an aristocrat than you think you are." Their 
aristocracy, in effect, consists wholly in the suppression of brigand- 
age. No claim is more unpalatable, because it interposes an 
obstacle to the arbitrary acts of a party which thinks it has a right 
to do as it pleases. — On the 4th of October the regiment of Aunis 
left the town, and all good citizens were handed over to the 
militia, " in uniform or not," they alone being armed. That day, 
for the first time in a long period, M. Bunel, the former curd of 
Saint-Jean, with the consent and assistance of his sworn successor, 
officiates at the mass. There is a large gathering of the orthodox, 
which causes uneasiness among the patriots. The following day 
M. Bunel is to say mass again ; whereupon, through the municipal 
authorities, the patriots forbid him to officiate, to which he sub- 
mits. Nevertheless, for lack of due notice, a crowd of the faithful 
have arrived and the church is filled. A dangerous mob ! The 
patriots and National Guards arrive " to preserve order," which 
has not been disturbed, and which they alone disturb. Tnreaten- 
ing words are exchanged between the servants of the nobles and 
the National Guard. The latter draw their swords, and a young 
man is hewn down and trampled on ; M. de Saffrey, who comes 
to his assistance unarmed, is himself cut down and pierced with 
bayonets, and two others aie woun<led,— - Meanwhile, in a neigh- 
bouring street, M. Achard de Vagogne, seeing a man maltreateil 
by armed men, approaches, in order to make peace. The man is 
shot down and M. Achard is covered with sabre and bayonet 
gashes : " there is not a thread on him which is not dyed with the 
blood that ran down even into his shoes." In this condition he is 
led to the chateau along with M. de Saffrey. Others break down 
the door of the house of M. du Rosel, an old officer of seventy- 
five years, of which fifty-nine have been passed in the service, and 
pursue him even over the wall of his garden. A fourth squad 
seizes M. d'H^ricy, another venerable officer, who, like M. du 
Rosel, was ignorant of all that was going on, and was quietly 
leaving for his country scat. — ^The town is full of tumult, and, 
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through the orders of the municipal authorities, the general alarm 
is sounded. 

The time for the special constables to act has come ; about 
sixty gentlemen, with a number of merchants and artisans, set out 
According to the rules of their association, and with significant 
scruple, they beg an officer of the National Guard, wlio happens 
to be passing, to put himself at their head ; they reach the Place 
Saint-Sauveur, encounter the superior officer sent after them by the 
municipal authorities, and, at his first command, f.>llow him to 
the Hotel-de-Ville. On reaching this, without any resistance on 
their pari, they are arrested, disarmed, and searched. The rules 
and regulations of their league are found on their persons ; they 
are evidently hatching a counter-revolution. The uproar against 
them is terrible. ** I'o keep them safe," they are conducted to 
the chateau, while many of ihem are cruelly treated on the way 
by the crowd. Others, seized in their houses — M. Levaillant and 
a servant of M. d'Hericy — are carried off bleeding and pierced 
with bayonets. Eighty two prisoners are thus collected, while 
fears are constantly entertained that they may escape. " Their 
bread and meat are cut up into little pieces, to see that nothing is 
concealed therein ; the surgeons, who are likewise treated as 
aristocrats, are denied access to them." Nocturnal visits 2u*e, at 
the same time, paid to their houses ; every stranger is ordered to 
present himseli' at the Hotel-de-iVille, to state why he comes to the 
town to reside, and to give up his anns ; every nonjuring priest 
is forbidden to say mass. The Department, which is disposed to 
resist, has its hands tied and confesses its powerlessness. " The 
people," it writes, " know their strength : they know that we have 
no power; excited by disreputable citizens, they permit whatever 
serves their passions or their interests ; they influence our deliber- 
ations, and force us to those which, under other circumstances, we 
should carefully avoid." — ^Three days after this the victors cele- 
brate their triumph " with drums, music, and lighted torches ; the 
people are using hammers to destroy on the mansions the coats-of- 
arms which had previously been covered over with plaster ; " the 
defeat of the aristocrats is accomplished. — And yet their innocence 
» so clearly manifest that the Legislative Assembly itself cannot 
help recognising it. After eleven weeks of durance the order is 
given to set them free, with the exception of two, a youth o!" less 
than eighteen years and an oil mm, ahnost an octogenarian, on 
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whom two letters, misunderstood, still leave a shadow of sus- 
picion. — But it is not certain that the people are disposed to give 
them up. The National Guard refuses to discharge them in 
open dayl'ght and serve as their escort. Even the evening before 
" numerous groups of women, a few men mingled with them, talk 
of murdering all those fellows the moment they set foot outside 
the chateau.** They have to be let out at two o'clock in the 
morning, secretly, under a strong guard, and to leave the town at 
once as six months before they left the rural districts. — Neither in 
the country nor in the town* are they under the protection of 
civil or religious law ; a gentleman, who is not compromised in 
the affair, remarks that their situation is worse than that of Pro- 
testants and vagabonds during the worst years of the Ancient 
Regime. " Does not the law alhw (nonjuring) priests the liberty 
of saying mass? Why then can we not listen to their mass 
except at the risk of our lives ? Does not the law command all 
citizens to preserve the public peace ? Why then are those whom 
the cry to amis has summoned forth to maintain public order, 
assailed as aristocrats ? AVhy is the refuge of citizens which the 
laws have declared sacred, vi lated without orders, without accu- 
sation, without any appearance of wrong-doing? Why are all 
prominent citizens and those who are well off disarmed in prefer- 
ence to others ? Are weapons exclusively made for those but 
lately deprived of them and who abuse the use of them ? Why 
should one be on an equality for purposes of payment, and dis- 
tinguished only for purposes of annoyance and insult?' — He has 
spoken right, and that which rules henceforth is an aristocracy in 
an inverse sense, contrary to the law, and yet more contrary to 
I nature. For, by a violent inversion, the lower grades in the 
I graduated scale of civilisation and culture now are found upper- 
imost, while the superior grades are found undermost. The Con- 
stitution having suppressed inequality, this has again arisen in an 
inverse sense. The poi)ul.ice, both of town and country, taxes, 
imprisons, pillages, and slays more arbitrarily, more brutally, more 



> " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3200. Letter of the Attorney-General of Raycux, 
May 14, 1702, and of the Directory of Rayeux, May ar, 1792— At Bayeux. likewise, the 
refugees are denounced and in peril. According to their verified statements they scarcely 
amounted to one hundred. •' Several nonjuring priests, indeed, are found among them ; 
(but) the rest, for the most part, consist of the heads of families who are known to reside 
babituallv in neighbouring districts, and who have been fore d to leave their firesides after 
hAvitig been, or fearing to become, victims of religiouj intuleran e or of the threats of 
ikction$ aaii of brigands." 
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unjustly than feudal barons^ and for its serfs or villains it has its 
ancient chieflaJns. 

V. 

Let us suppose that, in order not to excite suspicion, they are 
content to be without arms, to form no more associations, not to 
attend elections, to shut themselves up at home, to strictly confine 
themselves within the harmless precincts of domestic life. The 
same distrust, the same animosity, slill pursues them there. — At 
Cahors,* where the municipal authorities, in spite of the law, had 
just expelled the Carthusians who, under legal sanction, chose to 
remain and live in common, two of the monks, before their de- 
parture, give to M. de Beaumont, their friend and neighbour, four 
dwarf pear-trees and some onions in blossom in their garden. On 
the strength of this, the municipal body decree that " the sieur 
Louis de Beaumont, formerly count, is guilty of having auda- 
ciously and maliciously damaged national property," condemns 
him to pay a fine of three hundred livres, and orders " that the 
four pear-trees, pulled up in the so-called Carthusian garden, be 
brought on the following day, Wednesday, to the door of the said 
sieur de Beaumont, and there remain for four consecutive days, 
guarded, day and night, by two fusiliers, at the expense of the 
said sieur de Beaumont ; and upon the said trees shall be placed 
the following inscription, to wit : Louis de Beaumont, destroyer of 
the national property. And the judgment herewith rendered shall 
be printed to the number of one thousand copies, read, published, 
and posted at the expense of the said sieur de Beaumont, and duly 
addressed throughout the department of Lot to the districts and 
municipalities thereof, as well as to all societies of the Friends of 
the Constitution and of Liberty." Every line ot this legal invective 
discloses the malignant envy of the local recorder, who revenges 
himself for having formerly bowed too low. — ^The following year, 
M. de Beaumont, having formally bought in, under notarial 
sanction, a church which was sold by the district, along with the 
ornaments and objects of worship it contained, the mayor and 
municipal oflScers, followed by a lot of workmen, come and carry 
away and destroy everything — confessionals, altars, and even 
the saint's canonised body, which had been interred for one 

— -— I w II ■ 1 ■ 

1 Mnxuit de hrancr^ June 4, 1790 (letter from Cahors, May 17, and an Act of the 
Municipality, May 10, I/90). 

Y 
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hundred and fifty years: so that, after their departure, ''the edifice 
resenibleil a vast bam filled with ruins and rubbish.*'' It must 
be noted that, at this very time, M. de Beaumont is iniKtaiy com- 
mandant at Perigord. The treatment he undergoes shows what 
is in reber\'e for ordinary nobles. I do not recommend them to 
attend oflicial sales of property.' — Will they even be free m their 
domestic enjoments, and on entering a drawing-room are they 
sure of quietly passing an evening there? — At Paris, even, a 
number of persons of rank, among them the ambassadors of 
Denmark and Venice, are listening to a concert in a mansion in 
the Faubourg Saint-Honor^, given by a foreign virtuoso, when a 
cart enters the court loaded with fifty bundles of hay, the monthly 
supply for the horses. A patriot, who sees the cart driven in, 
ini.igines that the King is concealed underneath the hiy, and that 
he has come there for the purpose of plotting with the aristocrats 
a1)Out his flight. A mob gathers, and the National Guard 
arrives, along with a commissioner, while four grenadiers stand 
guard around the cart The commissioner, in the meantime, 
inspects the hotel ; he sees music-stands, and the arrangements for 
a supper ; comes back, has the cart unloaded, and states to the 
people that he has found nothing suspicious. The people do not 
believe him, ami demand a second inspection. This is made by 
twenty fjur delegates; the bundles of hay, moreover, are counted, 
rnd several of them are unbound, but all in vain. Disappointed 
and irritated, having anticipated a spectacle, the crowd insists that 
all the invited guests, men and women, should leave the house on 
fc>ot, and only get into their carnages at the end of the street 
•' First comes a file of empty carnages ; ** next, " all the guests in 
their evening attire, and the ladies in full dress, trembling with 
fear, with downcast eyes, between X'ko rows of men, women, and 



I "Archives Xationales,** F. 7, jaij. Letter of Comte Loais de Reaumont, Korein* 
ber o, 1701. His letter, in a vrrjr moderate tone, thus en«Is : *' Voamust admit, sir, that it is 
very dinaiproabie and e>-ea incredible, that the Mnnicipal Officers should be the origi- 
B4tor« »»t the disorders mhich ocrnr in this town.*' 

• MmmrrJ^ Frumce, Janaarr 7, 170*. M. Granchier de Kiom petitions the Directory 
of his Dep^ftment in relation tu the purchase of the cemetery, where his father had been 
intf rrrnl four j-cuirs b<-!ore ; Lis object is to prevent it from bein; dog up, which w^s 
de% reed, and to prevne the famrly vaalt. He at the same time »i»hes to bur tl*e chunh 
of Saint* Paul, in ordei tn insure the continuance of the masses in bf ha!f of his father's soul. 
The iMiectory rvplies il)eceml>er 5,17011: *' Considerin>( tliat the m<>ti\-es which b.tve 
deteimmii! the petitioner in his declaratinn are a pretence of qood feelinir nnc'er w^irh 
there i» hidden an illus'on pnwcr?e«s to pr.ve't a 'ound m<nd, the Di.cctory decides xh^t 
the applicatioo ot the sietir Grancbiex cannot be ctanted/' 
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children, who stare them in the face, and overwhelm them with 
insults." » 

Suspected of holding secret meetings, and called to account in 
hs own house, has the noble at least the right to frequent a 
public saloon, to eat in a restaurant, and to take the fresh air in a 
balcony?— The Vicomte de Mirabeau, who has just dined in the 
Palais-Royal, stands at the window to take the air, and is recog- 
nised ; there is a gathering, and the cry is soon heard, " Down 
with Mirabeau-Tonneau (barrel-Mirabeau) ! "' ** Gravel is flung 
at him from all sides, and occasionally stones. One of the win- 
dow-p>anes is broken by a stone. Immediately picking up the 
stone, he shows it to the crowd, and, at the same time, quietly 
places it on the sill of the window, in token of moderation." 
ITiere is a loud outcry ; his friends force him to withdraw inside, 
and Bailly, the mayor, comes in person to quiet the aggressors. 
In this case there are good reasons for their hatred. The gentle- 
man whom they stone is a bon>vivant, large and fat, fond of rich 
epicurean suppers; and on this account the populace imagine him 
to be a monster, and even worse, an ogre. With regard to these 
nobles, whose greatest misfortune is to be over-polished and too 
worldly, the over-excited 1 nagination revives its old nursery tales. 
— M. de Montlosier, living in the Rue Richelieu, finds that he is 
watched on his way to the National Assembly. One woman 
especially, Irom thirty to thirty-two years of age, who soKi meat at 
a stall in the Passage Saint-Guillaume, *' legarieJ him with si)ecial 
attention. As soon as she saw him coming she took up a long, 
broad knife which she sharpened before him, casting furious looks 
at him." He asks his housekeeper what this means. Two chil- 
dren of that quarter have disappeared, carried off by gipsies, 
and the report is current that M. de iMontlosier, the Marquis de 
Mirabeau, and other deputies of the " right," meet together " to 
hold orgies in which they eat little children." 

In this state of public opinion there is no crime which is not 
imputed to them, no insult which is not freely bestowed on 
them. "Traitors, tyrants, conspirators, assassins," such is the 
current vocabulary of the clubs and newspapers in relation to 
them. "Aristocrat" signifies all this, and whoever dares to 
refute the calumny is himself an aristocrat. — ^At the Palais- 

> Do Ferri^res, ii. a68 (April 19, 1791). 
* De MonUosier, ii. 307, J09, 31a. 
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Royal, it is constantly repeated that M. de Castries, in hn 
last duel, niade use of a poisoned sword, and an officer of the 
nivy who protests against this false report is himseL accused, 
tried on the spot, and condemned '' to be shut up in the guard- 
h J se or thrown into the fountain." * — ^The nobles must beware 
of dv^femlin^ their honour in the usual way and of meeting 
an ins.ilt with a challenge ! At Castelnau, near Cahors,^ one 
of those who, the preceding year, marclied against the incen- 
diaries, M. de Bellud, Knight of Saint Louis, on coming down the 
public square with his broth .t, a guardsman, is greeted with 
cries of " The aristocrat ! to the lantern ! " His brother is in a 
moniing coat and slippers, and not wishing to get into trouble 
they do not reply. A squad of the National Guard, passing by, 
repeats the cr>', but they still remain silent The shout continues, 
and M. de Bollud, after some time has elapsed, b^;s the captain 
to order his men to be quiet He refuses, and M. de Bellud 
dema.ids satisfaction outside the town. At these words the 
National Guards ru^h at M. de Bellud wiih fixed bayonets. His 
brother receives a sabre-cut on the neck, while he, defending 
himself with his sword, slightly wounds the captain and one of 
the men. The two brothers, alone against the whole body, fight 
on, retreating to their house, in which they are blockaded. To- 
wards seven o'clock in the evening, two or three hundred National 
Guanls from Cahors arrive to reinforce the besiegers. The house 
is taken, and the guardsman, escaping across the fields, sprains 
his ancle and is captured. M. de Bellud, who has found his way 
into another house, continues to defend himself there : the house 
is set on fire and burnt, together with two others alongside of it 
Taking refuge in a cellar he still keeps on firing. Bundles of lighted 
straw are thrown in at the air-holes. Almost sufibcated, he springs 
out, kills his first assailant with a shot from one pistol, and h'unself 
with another. His head is cut off with that of his servant. The 
guardsman is made to kiss the two heads, and, on his demanding 
a glass of water, they fill his mouth with the blood which drops 
from the severeil head of his brother. The victorious gang then 
set out for Cahors, with the two heads stuck on bayonets, and the 
guardsman in a cart It comes to a halt be!bre a house in which 

1 hfontftur^ \^. 556. Lt'ttrrof 1^1 d'Aj-mar, commodore, Novrml«cr 18, lygo. 
* Mrrimrt de France^ May a8, and June 10, 1791 (letters hom Cahors and Castelnan, 
May 18). 
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a literar)' circle meets, suspected by the Jacobin club. The 
wounded man is made to descend from the cart and is hung : his 
body is riddled with balls, and everything the house contains is 
broken up, " the furniture is thrown out of the windows, and the 
house pulled down." — Every popular execution is of this character, 
at once prompt and complete, similar to those of an Oriental 
monarch who, on the instant, without inquiry or trial, avenges his 
offended majesty, and. for every offence, knows no other punish- 
ment than death. At Tulle, M. de Massy,* lieutenant of the! 
" Royal Navarre,'* hiving struck a man that insulted him, is seized 
in the house in which he took refuge, and, in spite of the three 
administrative bodies, is at once massacred. — At Brest, two anti- 
revolutionary caricatures having been drawn with charcoal on the 
walls of the military coffee-house, the excited crowd lay the blame 
of it on the officers ; one of these, M. Patry, takes it upon him- 
self> and, on the point of being torn to pieces, attempts to kill 
himself. He is disarmed, but, when the munici))al authorities 
come to his assistance, they find him " already dead through an 
infinite number of wounds," and his head is borne about on the 

end of a pike.' 

VI. 

Much better would it be to live under an Fastem king, for he is 
not found everywhere, nor always furious and mad, like the popu- 
lace. Nowhere are the nobles safe, neither in public nor in private 
life, neither in the country nor in the towns, neither associated to- 
gether nor separate. Popular hostility hangs over them like a dark 
and threatening cloud from one end of the territory to the other, 
and the tempest bursts upon them in a continuous storm of vexa- 
tions, outrages, calumnies, robberies, and pcts of violence ; here, 
there, and almost daily, bloody thunderbolts fall haphazard on the 
most inoffensive heads, on an old man asleep, on a Knight of Saint- 
Louis taking a walk, on a family at prayers in a church. But, in 
this aristocracy, crushed down in some places and attacked every- 
where, the thunderbolt finds one predestined group which attracts 
it and on which it constantly falls, and that is the corps of officers. 

* hfercurt de Fmitce^ number of May 28, 1791. At the festival of the Federation, M. de 
Massy would not order his cavalry to put their chapcaux on the points of their swords, 
which was a difficult manoeuvre. He was accused of treason to the nation on account of 
this, and obliged to leave luUe for several months. — "Archives NationAles," F. 7, 3204. 
> xtract from the minutes of the tribunal of Tulle, May 10, 1791. 

" " ArchK-es Nationales,*' F. 7, 321s, " Prockf verbal ^t% Officiers Mnnicipaoz de Brest,** 
June 23, 1 791. 
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With the exception of a few fops, frequenters of drawing rooms, 
and the court favourites who have reached a high rank through the 
intrigues of the antechamber, it was in ihi> group, espedally in the 
medium ranks, that true moral nobilit\ wa^ then founds Nowhere 
in France was there so much tried, substantial merit. A man of 
genius, who associated with them in his youth, rendered them this 
homage : many among them are men possessing '' the roost amiable 
characters and minds of the highest order." * Indeed, for most of 
them, military service was not a career of ambition, but an obliga- 
tion of birth. It was the rule in each noble family for the eldest 
son to enter the army, and advancement was of but little conse- 
quence. He dischargeil the debt of his rank ; this sufliced lor 
him, and, after twenty or thirty yt-ars of service, the onler of Saint- 
Louis, and sometimes a meagre pension, were all he had a right to 
expect. Amongst nine or ten thousand officers, the great majority 
coming from the lower and poorer class of provincial nobles, body- 
guards, lieutenants, captains, majors, lieutenant-colonels, and even 
colonels, have no other pretension. Satisfied with favours* 
restricted to the; subordinate rank, they leave the highest grades of 
the service to the heirs of the great families, to the courtiers or to 
the parvenus at Versailles, and content themselves with remaining 
the guardians of public order, and the brave defenders of the 
State. Under this system, when the heart is not depraved it 
becomes exalted ; it is made a point of honour to serve without 
comi>ensation ; there is nothing but the public welfare in >new, 
and all the more because, at this moment, it is the absorbing topic 
of all minds and of all literature. Nowhere has practical philo- 
sophy, that which consists in a spirit of abnegation, more deeply 
penetrated than among this unrecognised nobility. Under a 
polished, brilliant, and sometimes frivolous exterior, they have a 

* •* Memoires de Cuvier" (" R^oi;m Historiques,'* by Flonrens), i. 177. Cuvier, who 
was then in Havre (178S), had pursued the higtier studies in a Gcnnon admtniytrativo 
fcrhool. " M. de Sarville/* he sa>*s, "an officer in the Artois regimrnt, has one of the 
most refined minds and most amiable characters I ever encountered. There were a good 
many of this sort among his comrades, and I am always astonished how sncfa men could 
vegetate in the obscure ranks of an infantry regiment." 

« i ;e Dnmmartin, i. 133. At the beginning of the year 1790, " infmor officers said: * Wc 
ought to demand something, for we have at lesst as many grievances as onr men.' " — M. de 
la Rochejacquelein, after bis great success in La Vend6e, sjud : " I hope that the King, when 
once he is restored, will give me a regiment.'* He aspired to nothing more (*' M^moircs de 
Madame do la Rocbejarquelein ").--Cf. " Un Officier royaltste au Service do la Republique." 
by M. d J lte.cancenet, in the letters and biography of General do Doromartin, killed in the 
expedition to £g]i>t. 
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serious soul ; the old sentiment of honour is converted into one of 
patriotism. Set to execute the laws, with force in hand to main- 
tain peace through fear, they feel the importance of their mission, 
and, for two years, fulfil its duties with extraordinary moderation, 
gentleness, and patience, not only at the risk of their lives, but 
amidst great and multiplied humiliations, through the sacrifice of 
their authority and self-esteem, through the subjection of their 
intelligent will to the dictation and incapacity of the masters im- 
})osed upon thent For a noble officer to res])ond to the requisi- 
tions of an extemporised bourgeois municipal body,' to subordinate 
his competence, courage, and prudence to the blunders and alarms 
of five or six inexperienced, frightened, and timid attorneys, to 
place his energy and daring at the service of their presumption, 
feebleness, and lack of decision, even when their orders or refusal 
of orders are manifestly absurd or injurious, even when they are op- 
posed to the previous instnictions of his general or of his minister, 
even when they end in the plundering of a market, the burning 
of a chateau, the assassination of an innocent person, even when 
they impose upon him the obligation of witnessing crime with 
his sword sheathed and arms folded,' — this is a hard task. It 
is hard for the noble officer to see independent, popular, and 
bourgeois troops organized in the face of his own troops, rivals and 
even hostile, in any case ten times as numerous and no less exact- 
ing than sensitive — hard to be expected to show them deference 
and extend civilities to them, to surrender to them posts, arsenals, 
and citadels, to treat their chiefs as equals, however ignorant or 
unworthy, and whatever they may be — here a lawyer, there a Capu- 
chin, elsewhere a brewer or a shoemaker, most generally some 
demagogue, and, in many a town or village, some deserter or 
soldier drummed out of his regiment for bad conduct, perhaps one 
of the noble's own men, a scamp whom he has formerly discharged 
^ with the yellow cartouch, telling him to go and be hung elsewhere. 
It is hard for the noble officer to be publicly and daily calumniated 

I Correspondence of MM. de Thiard, de Caraman, de Miran, de Bercheny, 8ic., above 
dted, /(UfiiM.— Correspondence of M. de Thiard, May 5, 1790 : " Tbe town of Vannes has 
an authoritative style wbich begins to displease me. It wants the King to fumtsh drum- 
sticks. The first log of wood would provide these, with greater ease and promptness." 

* " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3x48, March x6, 1791. At Douai, Nicolon, a grain- 
dealer, is hung because the municipal authorities did not care to proclaim martial law. 
The commandant, M. de la Noue, had not tbe right of ordering his men to move, and tha 
murder took place before his eyes. 
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on account of his nuik and title, to be chaiacteHzed as a traitor at 
the club and in the newspapers, to be designated by name as an 
object of popular suspicion and fury, to be hooted at in tbe 
streets and iii the theatre, to submit to the disobedieace oS. his 
men, to be denounced, insulted, arrested, fleeced, hanted down 
and slaughtered by them and by the populace, to see before him a 
cruel, ignoble, and unavenged death — that of M. de Launay, mur- 
dered at Paris —that oi M. de Deliunce, murdered at Caen — that of 
M. de Beausset, murdered at Marseilles — that of M. de Voisios, 
murdered at Valence — that ot M. de RuUy, murdered at Bastta, or 
that ofM. de Rochetailler, murdered at Port-au-Prince.' All this 
is endured by the ofliccis among the nobles. Not one of the 
municipalities, even Jacobin, can find any pretext whidi will war* 
rant the charge of disobeying orders, 'llirough tact and deference 
they avoid all conflict with the National Guards. Never do they 
give provocation, and, even when insulte>l, rarely defend themselves. 
Their gravest faults consist of impru.lent conversations, vivacious 
expressions and witticisms. Like good watch-dogs amongst a 
frightened herd which trample them under foot, or pierce them 
with their horns, they allow themselves to be pierced and trampled 
on without biting, and would remain at their post to the end were 
they not driven away from it. 

All to no purpose : doubly suspicious as members of a pro- 
scribed class, and as heads of the anny, it is against them that 
public distrust excites the most frequent explosions, and so much 
the more as the instrument they handle is singularly explosive. 
Recruited by volunteer enlistments " amongst a passionate, tur- 
bulent, and somewhat debauched people," the army is composed 
of "all that are mo^t fiery, most turbulent, and most debauched 
in the nation."* Add to these the sweepings of the alms-houses, 
and you find a good many blarkguards in uniform ! When we 
consider that the pay is small, the food bad, discipline severe, no 
promotion, and desertion endemic, we arc no longer surprised at 

I Tin lart nsiwd, eipaciillv. did with heroic mseknoi iMtrrun <Ec Pmnct, June iS. 
>;9i ).-~Sttting of Jsnr 9, tpKchet \,j tna officert of Ibe legimcnl of Part-as-Priiice, OM 

• " I)e Dimmartiii," li, ii<. Daertlon it v«7 nmt, crtn in ordiairy timei. mpplriax 
foniin umici ollh " ■ foorth nf their cffi-rtirt men." Towatdi ths end of 1789, Daboil 
dr Cnncf. 'n old nuikFUnr ii-d ono of the fmore " nuimUiii," lUled to Um Nationil 
AwinUj- Uiat Iha oM tTHtem of mraitrng >Dn>lii-<t th* ■nn)' with " mrn widwat homs 
o nri'gp;ilian. wliD oFtrn tiecimo Mliiitn M »uid dvLI pcBslUa " (.Vfiuftvr, iL 174, jg^ 
,xi:mt of DHCub.r 11, 1)89). 
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the general disorder: license, to such men, is too powerful a 
temptation. With wine, women, and money they have from the 
first been made turncoats, and from Paris the contagion has 
spread to the provinces. In Brittany,* the grenadiers and chas- 
seurs of Ile-de-France "sell their coats, their guns, and their 
shoes, exacting advances in order to consume it in the tavern ; " 
fifty-six soldiers of Penthifevre "wanted to murder their officers," 
and it is foreseen that, left to themselves, they will soon, for 
lack of pay, **beiake themselves to the highways, to rob and 
a-sassinate.** In Eure-et-Loir, the dragoons,' with sabre and 
pistols in hand, visit the farmers' houses and take bread and 
money, while the foot soldiers of the "Royal-Comtois"and the 
dragoons of the " Colonel-G^n^ral " desert in bands in order to go 
to Paris, where amusement is to be had. The main thing with 
them is ** to have a jolly time." In fact, the extensive military 
insurrections of the earliest date, those of Paris, Versailles, Besan- 
9on, and Strasbourg, began or ended with a revel. — Out of these 
depths of gross desires there has sprung up natural or legitimate 
ambitions. A number of roldiers, for twenty year^ past, have 
learned how to read, and think themselves qualified to be officers. 
One quarter of those enlisted, moreover, are young men bom in 
good circumstances, and whom a caprice has thrown into the army. 
They choke in this narrow, low, dark, confined passage ^^here the 
privileged by birth close up the issue, and they will march over 
their chiefs to secure advancement. These are the discontented, 
the disputants, the orators of the mess-room, and between these 
barrack politicians and the politicians of the street an alliance is 
at once formed. — Starting from the same point they march on to 
the same end, and the imagination which has laboured to blacken 
the Government in the minds of the people, blackens the officers 
in the minds of the soldiers. 

The Treasury is empty and there are arrears of pay. The towns, 
burdened with debt, no longer furnish their quotas of supplies ; 
and at Orleans, with the distress of the municipality before them, 



* " Archives Nationalet/* KK, 1105, Correspondence of NT. deThiard, September 4 nn'l 
7, X7S9, November ao, 1789, April 28, and May zq, 1700. *' The spirit of in8ubonlinat.<»n 
which begins to show itself in the Bassigny rejinnient is an epidemic disease which is insen- 
fibly spreading among all the troops. . . . The troops are all in a stite of gan^cne, 
while all the municipalities oppose the orders they receive concerning the movements Of 
troops.'* 

* *' Archives Nationales,'* H, 1453. Correspondence of M. de Rercheny, July is, 1790. 
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the Swiss of Chateauvieux were obliged to impose on themselves 
a stoppage of one sou per day and per man to have wood in 
winter.* Grain is scarce, the flour is spoilt, and the army bread, 
which was bad, has become worse. The administration, worm- 
eaten by old abuses, is deranged through the new disorder, the 
soldiers suffering as well through its dissolution as through 
their extravagance. — They think themselves robbed and they 
complain, at first with moderation ; and justice is done to their 
well-founded claims. Soon they exact accounts, and these are 
made out for them. At Strasbourg, on these being verified before 
Kellermann and a commissioner of the National Assembly, it is 
proved that they have not been wronged out of a sou ; neverthe- 
less a gratification of six francs a head is given to them, and they 
cry out that they are content and have nothing more to ask for. 
A few months alter this fresh complaints arise, and there is a 
new verification : an ensign, accused of malversation and whom 
they wished to hang, is tried in their presence ; he is clearly irie- 
sponsible ; none of them can cite against him a proven charge, 
and, once more, they remain silent. On other occasions, after 
hearing the reading of registers for several hours, they yawn, cease 
to listen, and go outside to get something to drink. — But the 
figures of their demands, as these have been summed up by their 
mess-room calculators, remain implanted in their brains; they 
have taken root there, and are constantly springing up without 
any account or refutation being able to extirpate them. No more 
writings nor speeches — what they want is money: ii,ooo livres 
for the Beaune regiment, 39,500 livres for that of Forez, 44,000 
livres for that of Salm, 200 000 livres for that of Chateauvieux, 
and similarly for the rest. So much the worse for the officers if 
the money-chest does not suffice for them ; let them assess each 
other, or borrow on their note of hand from the municipality, or 
from the rich men of the town. — For greater security, in divers 
places, the soldiers take possession of the military chest and mount 
guard around it : it belongs to them, since they form the regiment, 
and, in any case, it is better that it should be in their hands than 
in suspected hands. — Already, on the 4th of June, 1790, the 

^ " M^moirc jnstificatit" (by Gr^goire), on behalf of two toldien, Emery and Delislc — 
De Bouille, " Alimoire*."— Dc Dammartin. i. laS, 144. — " Archivet Nationales," K.K, 
tio^t Cunespondence of M. de lliiard, July a and 9, ij^/a^^Alamiieur, littingt of Septem<> 
her J and June 4, 1790. 
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Minister of War announces to the Assembly that ** the military 
body threatens to fall into the completest state of anarchy." His 
report shows ** the most incredible pretensions put forth in the 
most plain-spoken way — orders without force, chiefs without 
authority, the military chest and flags carried away, the orders of 
the King himself openly defied, the ofiicers condemned, insulted, 
threatened, driven off, some of them even captive amidst their 
own troops, leading a precarious life in the midst of mortifications 
and humiliations, and, as the climax of horror, commanders 
slaughtered under the eyes and almost in the arms of their owti 
soldiers." 

It is much worse after the July Federation. Regaled, caressed, 
and indoctrinated at the clubs, their delegates, inferior ofilicers 
and privates, return to the regiment Jacobins; and henceforth 
correspond with the Jacobins of Paris, "receiving their instnic- 
tions and reporting to them."* — Three weeks later, the Minister 
of War gives notice to the National Assembly that there is no 
limit to the license in the army. " Couriers, the bearers of firesh 
complaints, are arriving constantly." In one place '' a statement 
of the fund is demanded, and it is proposed to divide it" Else- 
where, a garrison, with driuns beating, leaves the town, deposes its 
officers, and comes back sword in hand. Each regiment is 
governed by a committee of soldiers. ^' It b in this committee 
that the detention of the lieutenant-colonel of Poitou has been 
twice arranged; here it is that * Royal-Champagne' conceived tlie 
insurrection" by which it refused to recognise a sub-lieutenant 
sent to it. " Every day the minister's cabinet is filled with soldiers 
who are deputed to him, and who proudly come and intimate to 
him the will of their constituents." Finally, at Strasbourg, seven 
regiments, each represented by three delegates, formed a military 
congress. The same month, the terrible insurrection of Nancy 
breaks out — three regiments in revolt, the populace with them, 



* De RooilU, p. 127.— .f/oM/lAwr, sitting of August 6, xygo, and that of May »7, t79&— > 
Full details in authentic documents of the afPair at Nancy, p<usim, — Report of M. Emnery, 
Auffust i6» 1790, and other documents in Koux and Huchez, vii. 59 — 162 — De Bezancenet, 
p. 35. Letters of M. de Dommartin (Metz, August 4, 1790). "The Federation there passed 
off quietly, only, a short time after, some soldiers of a regiment took it into their heads 
til divide the (military) fund, and at once placed sentinels at the door of the officer having 
I liar>^o of ihe chest, compelling him to open it [disacquer^. Another regiment has since 
put ali it< officers under arrest. A third has mutinied, and wanted to take all its horses to 
the majket- place ami fell them. . . . Everywhere the soldiers are beard to say that if they 
want money they koofw where to find it." 
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the arsenal pillageil, three hours of furious fighting in the streets^ 
the insurgents firing from the windows of the houses and from the 
cellar openings, five hundred dead among the victors, and three 
thousand among the vanquished. — The following month, and for 
six weeks/ there is another insurrection, less bloody, but more 
extensive, better arranged and more obstinate, that of the whole 
squadron at Brest, a mutiny of twenty thousand men, at first 
against their admiral and their officers, then against the new penal 
code and against the National Assembly itself. The latter, after 
remonstrating in vain, is obliged not only not to take rigorous 
measures, but again to revise its laws.' 

From this time forth, I cannot enumerate the constant outbreaks 
in the fleet and in the army. — Authorised by the minister, the 
s»oldier goes to the club, where he is repeatedly told that his officers, 
being aristocrats, are traitors. At Dunkirk, he is additionally 
taught how to get rid of them. Clamours, denunciations, insults, 
musket-shots— these are the natural means, and they are put in 
practice : but there is another, recently discovered, by which an 
energetic officer of whom they are afraid may be driven away. 
Some patriotic bully is found who comes and insults him. If the 
officer fights and is not killed, the municipal authorities have him 
arraigned, and his chiefs send him ofi" along with his seconds ^ in 
order not to disturb the harmony between the soldier and the 
citizen." If he declines the proposed duel, the contempt of his 
men obliges him to quit the regiment In either case he is got out 
of the way.' — They have no scruples in relation to him. Present 
or absent, a noble officer must certainly be plotting with his 

' " ArchiTes Nationales,** F. 7, 3115, letters of the Royal Commissioners, September 27, 
October i, 4, 8, iz, 1790. '* What means can four commissioners employ to convince 
so.ooo men, most of whom are seduced by the real enemies of the public welfare ? In con- 
sequence of the replarin; of the men the crews are, for the most part, composed of tbo5e 
who are almost ignorant of tlie sea, who know nothing of the rules of subordination, tmd 
tvho, at (he ctnHmencemeni 0/ tkg RevoluU'oHt had itMsi (o do wiik tke tttfurrec/ions in 
the imterutr" 

* Merture de France, October s. 1790. Letter of the Admiral, M. d* Albert de Rioms, 
September 16. he soHiers of the Afajesfmemx have refused to drill, and the sailors 
of the Pafriote to obey. — " I wished to ascertain beforehand if they had any complaint to 
make against their captain ?— No.— If they complained of myself >— No.— If they had any 
complaints to make ajn^'nst their officers .' — No. — It is the revolt of one clauis aiqfainst 
another class ; their sole cry is ' Vive la Nation cl Ics Anstocrates 4 la lantcmt* ! * The 
mob have set up a {;^tbLet before the house of » . do Marigny. major-general of marines ; 
ke has given in his resignation. M. d'Albert tenders his resignation."— /*/Vi, June 18, 
1791 (letter Irom Dunkirk, June 3). 

* De Dammartin, i. 222, 219. Afercnre de France^ September 3, 1791. (Sitting of 
August t3.)-Cf. Mtmitenr (same date). " The Ancient Regime," p. 377, 
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emigrant companions ; and on this a story is concocted. For- 
merly, to prove that sacks of flour were being thrown into the 
river, the soldiers alleged that these sacks were tied with bhu 
cords (cordons bieus). Now, to confirm the belief that an officer 
is conspiring with Coblentz, it suffices to state that he rides a 
7v/tiU horse; a certain captain, at Strasbourg, barely escapes being 
cut to pieces for this crime ; ** the devil could not get it out of 
their heads that he was acting as a spy, and that the little grey- 
hound '* which accompanies him on his rides " is used to make 
signals." — One year after, at the time when the National Assembly 
completes its work, M. de Lameth, M. Fr^teau, and M. Alquier 
state before it that Luckner, Rochambeau, and the most popular 
generals, "no longer are responsible for anything." The Au- 
vergne regiment has driven away its officers and forms a separate 
society, which obeys no one. The second battalion of Beaune is 
on the point of setting fire to Arras. It is almost necessary to lay 
siege to Phalsbourg, whose garrison has mutinied. Here, " diso- 
bedience to the general's orders is formal." There '* are soldiers 
who have to Le urged to stand sentinel ; whom they dare not put 
in confinement for discipline ; who threaten to fire on their officers ; 
who stray off the road, pillage everything, and take aim at the 
corporal who tries to bring them back." At Blois, a part of the 
regiment " has just arrived without either clothes or arms, the 
soldiers having sold all on the road to provide for their de- 
bauchery.*' One among them, delegated by his companions, 
proposes to the Jacobins at Paris to "de-aristocratise " the army by 
cashiering all the nobles. Another declares, with the applause of 
the club, that " seeing how the palisades of Givet are constructed, 
he is going to denounce the Minister of War at the tribunal of the 
sixth arrondissement of Paris.** 

It is manifest that, for noble officers, the situation is no longer 
tenable. After waiting patiently for twenty-three months, many of 
them left through conscientiousness, when the National Assembly, 
forcing a third oath upon them, struck out of the formula the name 
of the King, their bom general.* — Others depart at the end of the 

' Marshal Marroont, " M^motres/* \, 2\. " The sentiment I entertained for the person 
of the Kini^ is difficnlt to define. . . . (Tt was) a sentiment of devotion of an almost religious 
character, a profound respect as if doe to a being of a superior order. At this time ibe 
word king possessed a magic power in all pure and upright hearts which nothing had 
changed. This delicate sentiment . . . still existed in the mass of the nation, especially 
kmong the well-born, who, sufficiently remote from power, wcie rather impressed by itt 
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Co^.stitiient Assembly, "because they are afraid of being hung." 
A large number resign at the end of 179 1 and during the first 
m^ths of 1792, in proportion as the new code and the nev 
recniitJng system for the army develop their results.' In fact, on 
the one band* through the soldiers and inferior officers having a 
%x>)oe in the election of their chiefis and a seat in the roilitar.- 
coarts, ^ there is no longer the shadow of discipline ; venlicts 
given from pure caprice ; the soldier contracts the habit of de- 
sjiisir^ his sapenoiSy of whose punbhments he has no fear, and 
firom whom he expects no reward ; the officers are paralyze i to 
such a degree as to become entirely superfluous personages.*' On 
the other hand, die majority of the National Volunteers are com- 
posed of *' men bought by the communes ' and administrative 
bodies, worthless characters of the street-comers, rustic vaga- 
bt«nds forced to mardi by k>l or bribery,"' and along with them, 
enthusiasts and &natics to sudi an extent that, from March, 1792, 
from the s|H)t of dieir enlistment to die frontier, their track is 
everyxkhere marked by pillage, robbery, devastation, and assassina- 
tions. Naturally, on the road and at the frontier, they denounce, 
drive away, imprison, or murder their officers, and especially the 
nobles. — And yet, in this extremity, numbers of noble officers, 
especially in the artillery and engineer corps, persist in remaining 
at their posts, some through liberal ideas, and others out of respect 
tor their instructions ; even after the loth of August, even after the 
and of September, even after the 21st or January, like their 
generals Biron, Custine, de Flers, de Broglie, and de Montesquiou, 
with the constant perspecuve of the guillotine that awaits them 
on leaving the batUe-field and even in the ministerial offices of 
CamoL 

bntliasic7 duw Iqr lis inprHrctacNtt.** De RennccneC, S7. Letter of 31. de DommartJa, 
A«(«st &!, irgcw ** We kswJMt renewed our oadu I hardlj kaiiw what it all means. I, 
a aoklier. know only wcj Kmf ; ta reality I obey two Batters who. we are told, will secmv 
■IT happineas aod that of ■ij' bfeChiea, if thejr agrre blether.** 

> lie l>aBuaartia, i. 179. See the details of these resignations (iiu 185) after Jone so, 
170*. J/imrwnr ^ Fmmct^ April 14, tT^r. Letter fnm thf ofRrers of die battalion ot the 
Ko>^I Chaasmrs uf Pruvence (March 9I. Ther are confioiHl to tlieir harraHcs by their 
•ttlJim;. who rrfu-^ to ol'ej their orders, and they declare that, on this acoomit, tbry 
alian«liia the srrviie an:1 h-axv France. 

* *-> ii«i»«>t. "Ix-s Volotitaire« d^ 1701 \ 1704,** p. 106. Letter of M. de Biron to the 
■itn «ut «.\ufust, I7QS> ; p. n5, letter of Wzn. commandef ut the jrJ battalion o Paris, to 
tW jimy »i? the north I July »4, itqj*. ** A Krstdenre in Fram^ from i/vp to 1705 " (^cp- 
trmber. 170*. Anas). See n«JCes at the cad of xsA. iL lor the details ol theaie violent prv* 
ceedin^s. 
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VII. 

It is, accordingly, necessary that the officers and nobles should 
go away, should go abroad ; and not only they, but their families. 
" Gentlemen who have scarcely six hundred livres income set out 
on foot," * and there is no doubt as to the motive of their departure. 
^* Whoever will impartially consider the sole and veritable causes 
of the emigration," says an honest man, " will find them in 
anarchy. If the liberty of the individual had not been daily 
threatened, if," in the civil as in the military order of things, *• the 
senseless dogma, preached by the factions, had not been put in 
practice, that crimes committed by the mob are the judgments of 
heaven, France wouLl have preserved three-fourths of her fugitives. 
Exposed for two years to ignominious dangers, to every species of 
outrage, to innumerable persecutions, to the steel of the assassin, to 
the firebrands of incendiaries, to the most infamous informations," 
to the denunciations cf '' their corrupted domestics, to domiciliary 
visits " prompted by the commonest street rumour, " to arbitrary 
imprisonments by the Committee of Inquiry," deprived of their 
civil rights, driven out of primary meetings, "they are held 
accountable for their munnurs, and punished for a sensibility 
which would touch the heart in a suffering criminal." — " Resistance 
is nowhere seen ; from the prince's throne to the parsonage of the 
priest, the tempest has prostrated all malcontents in resignation." 
Abandoned " to the restless fury of the clubs, to in.onners, to 
intimidated officials, they find executioners on all sides where 
prudence and the safety of the State have enjoined them not even 
to sec enemies. . . . AVhoever has detested the enonnities of 
fanaticism and of public ferocity, whoever has awarded pity to la* 
victims heaped together under the ruins of so many legitimate 
rights and odious abuses, whoever, finally, has dared to raise a 
doubt or a complaint, has been proclaimed an ertemy of the nation. 
After this representation of malcontents as so many conspirators, 

* Mercure de France, March 5, June 4, September 3, October aa, 1791. (Articles by 
Arallet-Dupan.) — /bid,, April 14, 1792. More than six hundred naval officers resigned 
alter the mutiny of the squadron at Brest. " rwenty-two crave insurrectionary acts in 
the ports remained unpunished, and several of them through the decisions of the naval 
juf)-.'* "There is no instance of any insurrection, in the ports or on shipboard, or any 
outrage upon a naval officer, having bee i punished. ... It is not necessary to set*k else* 
whire for the causes oi the abandonment of the service by naval officers. According to 
their letteas all offer their lives to France, but refuse to command those wiio will not 
ob«y.'' 
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every arime commuted against them has been legitimated in public 
0|>inioD. The public conscience, formed by the factions and b^ 
that band of political corsairs who would be the disgrace of 
a barbarous nation, have considered attacks against property and 
towns simply as nafiofiol Justice^ while, more than once, the news 
of the murder of an innocent person, or of a sentence whidi 
threatened him with death, has been welcomed with shouts of joy. 
Two s) stems of natural right, two orders of justice, two standards 
of morality were accordingly established ; by one of these it was 
allowable to do against one's fellow-creature, a reputed aristocrat, 
that which would be criminal if he were a patriot. . . . Was it 
foret^een that, at the end of two years, France, teeming with 
bus, with magistrates, with courts, with citizen-guards, bound 
by solemn oaths in the defence of order and the public safety, 
w^ouhl still and continually be an arena in which wiM beasts 7t*ould 
dervur unarm, d mm /" — With all, even with old men, widows and 
children, it is a crime to escai)e from their clutches. Without 
distinguishing between those who fly to avoid becoming a prey, 
and those who arm to attack the frontier, the Constituent and 
I-egislative Assemblies alike condemn all absentees. The Con- 
stituent Assembly^ trebled their real and personal taxes, and 
pre:>cnl>etl that tliere should be a triple lien on their rents and 
dues. The Leg'sl itive Assembly sequestrates, confiscates, and 
puts into the market their possessions, real and personal, amount- 
ing to neariy fifteen hundred millions of cash value. Let them 
retiun and place themselves under the knives of the populace ; 
otherwise they and their posterity shall al* be beggars. — At this 
stroke indignation overflows, and a bourgeois who is liberal and 
a foreigner, Mallet-Dufian, exclaims,' " What ! twenty thouscind 
families absolutely ignorant of the Coblentz plans and of its 
assemblies, twenty thoui-and families dispersed over the soil of 
Europe by the fury of clubs, by the crimes of brigands, by constant 
lack of security, by the stupid and cowanlly inertia of petrified 
authorities, by the pillage of estates, by the insolence of a cohort 
of t\ rants without bread or clothes, by assassinations and incen- 



• Duveripcr, "Decree* of August 1—6, «79' J F«^>riiAry 9— iit 179a; Mardi jo and 
April -, 1702 ; July N— 'S, 179a ; March a8 and April 5, 1793." Repent by Roland, January 
6f >79J- He estimates this ptvperty at 4,800 millions, of which i,i<oo millions must be de- 
ducted for the creditors of tl'c emiifran's; j.coo millions remain. Now, at this date, Um 
0s$itrf»itfM arr at a discount of 5^ per cent, from their nominal figure. 

• Metvmn dt hi^mct, February 18, i79». 
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diarism, by the base servility of silent ministers, by the whole 
series of revolutionary scourges, — what ! these twenty thousand 
desolate families, women and old men, must see their inheritances 
become the prey of national spoliation ! What ! Madame Guillin, 
who was obliged to fly with horror from the land where monsters 
have burnt her dwelling, slaughtered and eaten her husband, and 
who live with impunity by the side of her home — shall Madame 
Guillin see her fortune confiscated for the benefit of the commu- 
nities to which she owes her dreadful misfortunes ! Shall M. de 
Clarac, under penalty of the same punishment, go and restore the 
ruins of his chateau, where an army of scoundrels failed to smother 
him I " — So much the worse for them if they dare not come back ! 
They are to undergo civil death, perpetual banishment, and, in 
case the ban be violated, they will be given up to the guillotine. 
In the same case with them are others who, with still greater 
innocence, have left the territory, magistrates, ordinary rich 
people, burgesses, or peasants, Catholics, and particularly one 
entire class, the nonjuring clergy, from the cardinal archbishop 
do^ivTi to the simple village vicar, all prosecuted, then despoiled, 
then crushed by the same popular oppression and by the same 
legislative oppression, each of these two persecutions exciting and 
aggravating the other to such an extent that, at last, the populace 
and the law, one the accomplice of the other, no longer leax e a 
roof, nor a piece of bread, nor an hour's safety to a gentleman or 
to a priest 

VII r. 

The ruling passion flings itself on all obstacles, even those 
placed by iiself across its own track. Through a vast usurpation 
the incredulous minority, indifferent or lukewarm, has striven to 
impose its ecclesiastical forms on the Catholic majority, and the situ- 
ation thereby created for the Catholic priest is such that unless he 
becomes schismatic, he cannot fail to appear as an enemy. In 
vain has he obeyed ! He has allowed his property to be taken, 
he has left his parsonage, he has given the keys of the church to 
his successor, he has kept aloof, he does not transgress, either by 
omission or commission, any article of any decree. In vain does 
he avail himself of his legal right to abstain from taking an oath 
repugnant to his conscience. This alone makes him appear 
to refuse the civic oath in which tlie ecclesiastical oath is included, 

z 



338 THE REVOLUTION. book hi. 

to reject the constitution which he accepts in full minus a para.site 
chapter, to conspire against the new social and political or<.ler of 
things which he often ap[)roves of, and to which he almost always 
submits.^ In vain does he confine himself to his special and re- 
cognised domain, the spiritual direction of things. Through this 
alone he resists the new legislators who pretend to furnish a 
spiritual guidance, for, by virtue of being ortho Jox, he must believe 
that the priest whom they elect is excommunicated, that his sacra- 
ments are vain ; and, in his office as pastor, he must prevent his 
sheep from going to drink at an impure source. In vain might 
he preach to them moderation and respect. Through the mere 
fact that the schism is effected, its consequences unfold them- 
selves, and the peasants will not always remain as patient as their 
pastor. They have known him for twenty years ; he has baptized 
them and married them ; they believe that his is the only true 
mass ; they are not satisfied to be obliged to attend another two 
or three leagues away, and to leave the church, their church which 
their ancestors built, and where from father to son they have prayed 
for centuries, in the hands of a stranger, an intruiler and heretic, 
who officiates before almost empty benches, and whom gendarmes, 
with guns in their hands, have installed. Assuredly, as he passes 
through the street, they will look upon him askance : it is not 
surj>rising that the women and children soon hoot at him, that 
stones are thrown at night through his windows, that in the 
strongly Catholic departments, Upper and Lower Rhine, Doubs 
and Jura, Loz^re, Deux Sevres and Vendee, Finistfere, Morbihan, 
and C6tes-du-Nord, he is greeted with universal desertion, and 
then expelled through public illwiil. It is not surprising that his 
mass is interrupted and that his person is threatened \ ' that disaf- 

1 Of. on this general attitude of the clergy, Sauzay, v. i. and the whole of v. ii. — 
Mercure de Fratue^ 5>cpteniber i-^ 1791 : *' No impartial man will fail to see that, in the 
midst of this oppression, amidst %o many fanatical charges of which the reproach of fana- 
ticism and revolt is the pretext, not one act of resistance has yet been manifest. Informers 
and municipal bodies, governed by clubs, have caused a large number of nonjurors to be 
ca>t into dungeons. All have come out of them, or groan there untried, and no tribunal 
has found any of them guilty."— Report of M. Cahi< r. Minister of the Interior, February 
18, 1792. He declares that "he had no knowledge of any priest being convicted by the 
courts as a disturber of the public peace, although several bad been atccused.** — Afomttntr, 
May 6, 179a (Report of Fran9ais de Nantes) : " Not one has been punished for thir^ 
months." 

* On these spontaneous brutal acts of the Catholic peasants, cf. " Archives Nationales," 

F« 7» 3236 (Loxftre, July— November, 1791). Deliberation of the district of Florae, July 6^ 

1791, and tbe oflScial statement of the commissioner of the department on the disturbances 

in Espagnac. On the $ih of Jul'y, Richard, a constitutional cttr6, calls upon tbe munici* 
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fection, which thus far had only reached the upper class, descends 
to the popular strata ; that, from one end of France to the other, 
a sullen hostility prevails against the new institutions ; for now 
the political and social constitution is joined to the ecclesiastical 
constitution like an edifice to its spire, and, through this sharp 
pinnacle, seeks the storm even within the darkening clouds of 
heaven. I'he evil all springs out of this unskilful, gratuitous, 
compulsory fusion, and, consequently, from those who ejected 
it. 

But never will a victorious party admit that it has made a mis 
take. In its eyes the nonjuring priests are alone culpable; it is 
irritated again>t th^ir factious conscience; and, to crush the re- 
bellion even in the inaccessible sanctuar}' of {personal conviction, 
there is no legal or brutal act of violence which it will not allow 
itself to commit. 

Behold, accordingly, a new sport tl.rown open ; and the game 
is immensely plentiful. For it comprises not only the black or 
grey robes, more than forty thousand priests, over thirty thousand 
nuns, and several thousand monks, but also the orthodox that 
are anywise fervent, that is to say the women of the low or middle 
class, and, without counting provincial nobles, a majority of the 
serious, steady bourgeoisie, a majority of the peasantry — almost the 
whole population of several provinces, east, west, and in the south. 
A name is bestowed on them, as lately on the nobles ; it is that 

pallty to proceed to bis installation. "The ceremony could not take place, owing to the 
IiootingB of the women and children, and the threats of xTiriotis persons who exclaimed : 
' Kill him ! strangle him ! he is a Pn>tcstant, is married, and has children ; ' and owing to the 
impossibility of entering the church, the doors of which were obstmcted by the large 
number of women standing in front of them.'' — On the Mb of July, he is installed, bnt wilh 
difficulty. *' Inside the church a crowd of women uttered loud cries and bemoaned tKo 
lemox'al of their old cur£. On returning, in tlie streets, a large number of women, un- 
settled by the sight of the constitutional cur£, turned their faces aside . . . and contented 
themselves with uttering disjointed words . . . without doing anything more than cover 
their faces with their bonnets, casting themselves on the ground."— July 15. The clerk 
will no longer serve at the mass nor ring the bells ; the curd, Kichard, attempting to ring 
there himself, the people threaten him with ill-treatment if he runs the risk.— September 8, 
I7gi. Letter from the cmk of Fan, district of Saint-Ch61y. " Ihat night I was on the 
brink of death through a troop of bandits who took my parsonage away from me, after 
having broken in the doors and windows." — December jo, 1791. Another cur6 who goes 
to take possession of his parsonage is assailed with stones by sixty women, and thus pur- 
sn*^ hejrond the limits of the parish.— August 5, 1791. Petition of the constitutional bishop 
of Mende and h's four vicars. " Not a day passes that we are not insulted in the perform- 
ance of our duties. We cannot take a step w thout encountering hootings. If we go out 
We are threatened with cowardly assassination, and with being beaten with clubs."— F. 7, 
3?;,5 (Bas-Rhin, letter from the Directory of the Department, April 9, 1792): "Tea 
out of eleven, at least, of the Catholics refuse to recognise sworn priests." 

Z 2 
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o{ fanaiiCy which is equivalent to aristocrat^ for it also designates 
public enemies likewise placed by it beyond the pale of the law. — 
Little does it matter whether the law favours them, for it is inter- 
preted against them, arbitrarily construed and openly violated by 
the partial or intimidated administrative bodies which the Consti- 
tution has withdrawn from the control of the central authority and 
subjected to the authority of popular gatherings. From the first 
months of 1791, the battue begins ; the munici!>alitics, districts, 
and departments themselves often take the leati in beating up the 
game. Six months later, the Legislative Assembly, by its decree 
of November 29,* sounds the tally-ho, and, in spite of the King's 
veto, the hounds on all sides dash forward During the month 
of April, 1792, forty-two departments pass against nonjuring 
priests " acts which are neither prescribed nor authorised by the 
Constitution," and, before the end of the Legislative Assembly, 
forty-three others will have followed in their train. — Through this 
series of illegal acts, without offence, without trial, nonjurors are 
everywhere in France expelled from their parishes, relegated to 
the principal town of tlie department or district, in some plares 
imprisoned, put on the same footing with the emigrants, and de- 
spoiled of their property, real and personal.' Nothing more is 
wanting against them but the general decree of deportation 
which is to come as soon as the Assembly can get rid of the 
King. 

In the meantime, the National Guards, who have extorted the 
laws, endeavour to aggravate them in their application ; and there 
is nothing strange in their animosity. Commerce is at a stand- 
still, industry languishes, the artisan and shopkeeper suffer, and, 
in order to account for the universal discontent, it is attributed to 
the insubordination of the priest. Were it not for his stubborn- 
ness all would go well, since the Constitution is perfect, and he 
is the only one who does not accept it. But, in not accepting 



' Duvergier, decrees (not sanctioned) of November 19 and May 27, 1792.— D crre of 
Aug:ust 26, 1702, after the fall of the XhTone.—MoHiteMr, xn. aoo (sitting of April 23, 1793). 
Report of the Aiinistcr of the Interior. 

• Lallier, " Le District do Machecoul," p. 261. 263.—" Archives Nationalcs," F. 7, 3234. 
Demand of the prosecuting: attorney of the commune of Tonneins (December 21, 1791) for 
the arrest or expulsion of eifpht priests " at the slightest act of internal or external hos- 
tility."—/^/;!/., F. 7, 3264. Act of the Council -general of Corrdze (July 16, 17, i8, 1702) 
to place in arrest all nnnjuring priests.— Hctween these two dates, acts of various 
iinds and of increasing severity are found in neariy all the departments against the non- 
juron. 
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it, he attacks it. He, therefore, is the last obstacle in the way of 
public happiness ; he is the scapegoat, let us drive the obnoxious 
creature away ! And the urban militia, sometimes on its own 
authority, sometimes instigated by the municipal body its accom- 
plice, is seen disturbing public worship, dispersing congregations, 
seizing priests by the collar, pushing them by the shoulders out 
of the town, and threatening them with hanging if they dare to 
return. At Douay,* with guns in hand, they force the directory 
of the department to order the closing of all the oratories and 
chapels in hospitals and convents. At Caen, with loaded guns 
and with a cannon, they march forth against the neighbouring 
parish of Verson, break into houses, gather up fifteen persons 
suspected of orthodoxy — canons, merchants, artisans, workmen, 
women, girls, old men, and the infirm — cut off their hair, strike 
them with the but-ends of their muskets, and lead them back to 
Caen fastened to the breach of the cannon ; and all this because 
a nonjuring priest still officiated at Verson, and many pious 
persons from Caen attended his mass : Verson, consequently, is 
a focal centre of counter-revolutionary gatherings. Moreover, in 
the houses which were broken into, the furniture was smashed, 
casks stove in, and the linen, money, and plate stolen, the rabble 
of Caen having joined the expedition. — Here, and everywhere, 
there is nothing to do but to let this rabble have its own way ; and 
as it operates against the possessions, the liberty, the life, and the 
sense of propriety of dangerous persons, the National Militia is 
careful not to interfere with it. Consequently, the orthodox, 
both priests and believers, men and women, are now at its 
mercy, and, thanks to the connivance of the armed force, which 
refuses to interpose, the rabble satiates on the proscribed class 
its customary instincts of cruelty, pillage, wantonness, and 
destructiveness. 

Whether pubh'c or private, the order of the day is always to 
hinder worship, while the means employed are worthy of those who 
carry them out — Here, a nonjuring priest having had the boldness 
to minister to a sick person, the house which he has just entered ii 
taken by assault, and the door and windows of a house occupied 



1 " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3250. Official sUteraent by Uie directory of Uie depart- 
ment, March i8, 1791, with all the documents in relation thereto. — F. 7» jaoo. Letter of the 
Directory of Calvados, June ij, 179a, with the interrogations. Thedamages are estimated 
at i5»ooo livres. 
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by another priest are shivered to pieces.* There, the lodgings of 
two workmen, who are accused of having had their infants Ixip- 
tized by a refractory priest, are sacked and nearly demolished. Else- 
where, a mob refuses to allow the body of an old cur^, who had 
died without taking the oaih, to enter the cemetery. Farther on, 
a church is assaulted during vespers, and everything is broken to 
pieces: on the following day it is the turn of a neighbouring 
church, and, in addition, a convent of Ursuline nuns is devastated. 
— At Lyons, on Easter-day, 1 791, as the peoj'le are leaving the 
six o'clock mass, a troop, armed with whips, falls upon the women.' 
Stripped, bruised, prostrated, with their heads in the dirt, they are 
not Icfl until they are bleeding and half-dead ; one young girl is 
actually at the point of death ; and this sort of outrage occurs so 
fre<]uently that even ladies attending the orthodox mass in Paris 
tlare not go out without sewing up their garments around them 
in the shape of drawers. — Naturally, to make the most of the 
prey offered to them, hunting associations are formed. These 
exist in Montpellier, Aries, Uzbs, Akis, Nismes, Carpentras, and 
in most of the towns or burgs of Gard, Vaucluse, and THe'rault, 
in greater or less number according to the population of the city : 
some counting from ten to twelve, and others from two to three 
hundred determined men, of every description : among them are 
found "strike-hards" {tape-dur\ former brigands, and escapel 
convicts with the brand still on their backs. Some of them oblige 
their members to wear a medal as a visible mark of recognition ; 
all assume the title of executwe pouter^ and declare that they act of 
their own authority, and that it is necessary to "quicken tlie law."' 



* "Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3234. An Act of the Directory of Lot, February 24, 1792, 
on the disturbances at &Iarroande. — F. 7, 3239» official statement of the municipal body of 
Khe'ms, November 5, 6, 7, 1791. llie two workmen are a harness-maker and a woot- 
c.irdcr. The priest who administered the baptism is put in prison as a disturber of the 
public peace. — F. 7, 3219. Letter of the royal commissioner at the tribunal of Castclsar- 
rasin, March 5, 1792. — F. 7, 3203. Letter of the directory of the district of La RochHle, 
June I, 1792. *' The armed force, a witness of these crimes and summoned to arrest these 
persons in the act, refused to obey." 

• Memorial by Camille Jourdan (Saintc-Beuve, " Causerics du Lundi.** xii. 250). The 
Ipiard refuses to give any assistance, coming too lute and merely " to witness the disorder, 
never to repress it." 

' "Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3217. Letters of the cur6 of Vzh%^ January 29, 1792 ; of 
the cur6 of Alais, April 5, 1792 ; of the administrators of Gard, July 28, 1792 ; of the pre 
cureur^-fytidicy M. Griolet, July 2, 1792 ; of Castanet, former gendarme, August 25, 1702 ; 
of M. Griolet, September 28, 1792. — /3/i/., F. -, 3223. Petition by A.M. fliuori and ^)cv^s 
in ihc name of tlie oppressed of Montpellier, Novora'»er 17, 1791 ; letter of tlio wme to the 
mkna^^Tf October 28, 1791 ; letter olM.Dupxn, f rocui rwr -j>'««/iVr, August 23, 1791 ; Ac: of Uie 



CHAP III. THE APPLICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 343 

Their pretext is the protection of sworn priests ; and for twenty 
months, beginning with April, lyyi, they operate to this effect 
** with heavy knotted clubs garnished unth iron points," without 
counting sabres and bayonets. Generally, their expeditions are 
nocturnal. Suddenly, the houses of ** citizens suspected of a want 
of patriotism," of nonjuring ecclesiastics, of the monks of the 
Christian school, are in^a ie i ; everything is broken or stolen, 
and the owner is ordered to leave the place in twenty-four hours : 
sometimes, doubllcis tiirough an excess of precaution, he is 
beaten to death on the spot. Besides this, tb.c b.ind also works 
by day in the streets, lashes the women, enters the churches 
sabre in hand, and drives the nonjuring priest from the altar. 
All of this is done with the connivance and in the sight of the 
paralyzed or complaisant anthorities, by a sort of occult and com- 
plementary government, which not only supplies what is missing 
in the ecclesiastical law, but also searches the pockets of private 
individuals. — At Nisines, under the leadership of a patriotic 
dancing-master, not content with "d^^creeing proscripli ms, kill- 
ing, scourging, and often murdering,'* these new champions of the 
Gailican Church undertake to reanimate the zeal of those liable 
to contribution. A subscription having been proposed for the 
support of the families of the volunteers about to depart, the 
exeaitive pau*er takes upon itself to revise the list of ofierings : 
it arbitrarily taxes those who have not given, or who, in its 
opinion, have given too little — some "poor workmen fifty 
livros, others two hundred, three hundred, nine hundred, and 
a thousand, under penalty of wrecked houses and severe 
treatment." Elsewhere, the volunteers of Baux and other com- 
munes near Tarascon help themselves freely, and, " under 
the pretext that they are to march for the defence of the 
country, levy enormous contributions on proprietors,'* on one 
four thousand, and on another five thousand livres. In de- 
fault of pa}Tnent, they carry away all the grain on one farm, 
even to the reserve seed, threatening to make havoc with every- 
thing, and even to burn, in case of complaint, so that the owners 
dare not say a word, while the attorney-general of the neighbour- 
ing department, afraid on his own account, begs that his denun- 
ciation may be kept secret. — From the slums of the towns the 

D prirtmcnt, August 9, 1791; Petition of the inhabitants of Courniunterrni, August 25, 
1791. 
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jacquerie has spread into the rural districts. This is the sixth and 
the most extensive seen for three years.' 

Two spurs impel the peasant on. — On the one hand he is 
frightened by the clash of arms, and the repeated announcements 
of an approaching invasion. The clubs and the newspapers since 
the declaration of Pilnitz, and the orators in the Legislative 
Assembly for four months past, have kept him alarmed with their 
trumpet-blasts, and he uiges on his oxen in the furrow with cries 
of " Woa, Prussia ! " to one, and to the other, " Gee up, Austria ! " 
Austria and Prussia, foreign kinp and nobles in league with the 
emigrant nobles, are going to return in force to re-establish the 
salt-tax, the excise, feudal-dues, tithes, and to retake national 
property already sold and re-sold, with the aid of the gentry who 
have not left, or who have returned, and the connivance of non- 
juring priests who declare the sale sacrilegious and refuse to 
absolve the purchasers. — On the other hand. Holy Week is draw- 
ing near, and for the past year qualms of conscience have 
disturbed the purchasers. Up to March 24, 1791, the sales of 
national property had amounted to only 180 millions ; but, the 
Assembly having prolonged tlie date of payment and facilitated 
further sales in detail, the temptation proves too strong for the 
peasant; stockings and buried pots are all emptied of their 
savings. In seven months the peasant has bought to the amount 
of i»346 millions,' and finally possesses in full and complete 
ownership the morsel of land which he has coveted for so many 
years, and sometimes an unexpected plot, a wood, a mill, or a 
meadow. At the present time he has to settle accounts with the 
church, and, if the pecuniary settlement is postponed, the Catholic 
settlement comes on the appointed day. According to imme- 
morial tradition he is obliged to take the communion at Easter,' 
his wife also, and likewise his mother ; and if he, exceptionally, 



^ Moniieur, zii. i6, sitting of April i, 1792. Speech by M. Laurcau. " Dehold the 
provinces in flames, insurrection in nineteen departments, and revolt ever3rwhere declaring 
itself. . . . Ihe only liberty is that of brigandage; we have no taxation, no ordct, no govern- 
ment." Mercure de France^ April 7, 1792. " More than twenty departments are now 
participating in the horrors of anarchy and in a more or less destructive insurrection." 

* Moniteur^ xii. 30. Speech by M. Caillasson. The total amount of property sold up 
to November i, 1791, is 1,526 millions; the remainder for sale amounts to 669 millions. 

• "Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3225. Letter of the Directory of Ile-et-Vilaine, March 
24, 1792. " The National Guards of the district purposely expel all nonjuring priests, who 
have not been replaced, under ihf ^reUxt 0/ the trouble they -would not fail to cause a4 
Easterr 
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does not think this of consequence, they do. Moreover, he re- 
quires the sacraments for his old sick father, his new-bom child, 
and for his other child of an age to be confirmed. Now, com- 
munion, baptism, confession, all the sacraments, to be of good 
quality, must proceed from a safe source, just as is the case with 
flour and coin ; there is only too much counterfeit money now in 
the world, and the sworn priests are daily losing credit, like the 
assignais. There is no other course to pursue, consequently, but 
to resort to the nonjuror, who is the only one able to give valid 
absolutions. And it so happens that he not only refuses this, but 
he is said to be inimical to the whole new order of things. — In 
this dilemma the peasant falls back upon his usual resource, the 
strength of his arms; he seizes the priest by the throat, as 
formerly his lord, and extorts an acquittance for his sins as 
formerly for his feudal dues. At the very least he strives to con- 
strain the nonjurors to swear, to close their separatist churches, 
and bring the entire canton to the same uniform faith. — Occa- 
sionally also he avenges himself against the partisans of the non- 
jurors, against chateaux and houses of the opulent, against the 
nobles and the rich, against proprietors of every class. Occa- 
sionally, likewise, as, since the amnesty of September, 1791, the 
prisons have been emptied, as one-half of the courts are not yet 
installed,^ as there has been no police for thirty months, the 
common robbers, bandits, and vagrants, who swarm about without 
repression or surveillance, join tlie mob and fill their pockets. 

Here, in Pas-de- Calais,' three hundred villagers, headed by a 
drummer, burst open the doors of a Carthusian convent, steal 
everything, eatables, beverages, linen, furniture, and effects, whilst, 
in the neighbouring parish, another band operates in the same 
fashion in the houses of the mayor and of the old cur^, threaten- 
ing '' to kill and burn all," and promising to return on the following 
Sunday. — ^There, in Bas-Rhin, near Fort Iiouis, twenty houses of ^ 
tlie aristocrats are pillaged. — Elsewhere, in Ile-et-Vilaine, bodies 

I hfoniftur^ zi. 420. (Sitfctng of Febmazy 18, 1793.) Report by M. Cahier, Minister of 
the Interior. 

* " Archives Nationales/' F. 7, 3250. Deposition of tlie nnnicipal officers of Oosnay and 
Hesdiguel (district of Bethane), May xS, x/qs. Six parishes took part in this expedition ; 
the mayor's wife had a rope around her nedc, and came near being hung. — Mcniteurf xii. 
x54i April 15, 1792.—" Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3285. Letter of the Directory of Ile-et- 
Vilaine, March 24, 179?, and official statement of the commissioners for the district of 
Vitr^ ; letter of the same directory^ April ti^ 1792, and report of the commissioners sent 
to Acign6, Aptil 6* 
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of rural militia, comb ne«l,go from paribh to parish^and, increasing 
in consccjuence of their very violence until they form bands of 
two thousand men, close churches, drive away nonjuring priests, 
remove c]a])pers from the bells, eat and drink what they please at 
the expense of the inhabitants, and often, in the houses of the 
mayor or tax-registrar, indulge in the pleasure of breaking every- 
thing to pieces. Should any public officer remonstrate with them 
ihey shout, ** At the aristocrat 1 ** One of these unlucky coun- 
sellors is struck on the back with the but-end of a musket, and 
two others have guns aimed at them ; the chiefs of the expedi- 
tion are in no better predicament, and, according to their own 
admission, if they are at the head of the mob it is that they them- 
selves may not be pillaged or hung. The same spectacle presents 
itself in Mayenne, in Ome, in Moselle, and in the Landes.^ 

These, however, are but isolated irruptions, and very mild ; 
in the south and in the centre, the plague is apparent in an im- 
mense leprous spot, which extending from Avignon to Perigueux, 
and from Aurillac to Toulouse, suddenly overspreads, scarcely 
with any break, ten departments —Vaucluse, Ard^che, Gard, Can- 
tal, Corrl'ze, Lot, Dordogne, Gers, Haute-Garonne, and H^rault. 
Vast rural masses are set in motion at the same time, on all sides 
and owing to the same causes, the approach of war and the 
coming of Easter. — In Cantal, at the assembly of the canton hehl 
at Aui iliac for the recruitment of the anny,* the commander of a 
village National Guard demands vengeance " against tliose who 
are not patriots," and the report is spread that an order has come 
from Paris to destroy the chateaux. Moreover, the insurgents allege 
that the priests, through their refusal to take the oath, are bring- 
ing the nation into civil war : " we are tired of not having peace on 
their account ; let them become good citizens, so that everybody 
may go to mass." On the strength of this, the insurgents enter 



1 Afoniteur^ xii. aoo. Report of M. Cahier^ April 23, 17^. The directories of these 
four departments refuse to cancel their illegal acts, alleging that "their armed National 
Guards pursue refractory priests.'* 

• Mercure de France^ April 7, 1792. Letters written firom Aurillac.—" Archives 
^ationaIes," F. 7, 3202. Letter of the directory of the district of Aurillac, March 27, 1792 
(with seven official statements) ; of the directory of the district of Saint-Flour, March 19 
(with the report of its commissioners) ; of M. Duranthon, minister of justice, April 22 ; 
petition of M. Lorus, municipal officer of Aurillac— Letter of M. Duranthon, June 9, 1792. 
" I am just informed by the royal commissioner of the district of Saint- Flour that, since the 
departure of the troops, the raai;i&tratcs dare no longer exercise their functions in the midst 
oi the brigands who surround them." 
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houses, put the inhabitants to ransom, not only priests artd 
former ncbles, " but also those who are susp>ected of being their 
partisans, those who do not attend the mass of the constitutional 
priest," and even poor people, artisans and tillcTs of the ground, 
whom they tax five, ten, twenty, and forty francs, and whose 
cellars and bread*bins they empty. Eighteen chateaux are pillaged, 
burnt, or demolished, and among others, those of several gentle- 
men and ladies who have not left the country. One of these, M. 
d'Humi^res, is an old officer of eighty years ; Madame de Pey- 
ronenc saves her son only by disguising him as a peasant ; 
Madame de Beauclerc, who flies across the mountain, sees her 
sick child die in her arms. At Aiirillac, gibbets are set up before 
the principal houses ; M. de Niossel, a former lieutenant of a 
criminal court, put in prison for hi:5 safety, is dragged out, and his 
severe<i head is tlirown on a dungheap ; M. Collinet, just arrived 
from Malta, and suspected of being an aristocrat, is ripped open, 
cut to pieces, and his head is carried about on the end of a pike. 
Finally, when the municipal officers, judges, and royal commis- 
sioner comn ence proceedings against the assassins, they find 
themselves in such great danger lliat they are obliged to resign 
or to run away. In like manner, in Hautc-Garonne,^ it is also 
" against nonjurors and their followers " that the insurrection has 
begun. This is promoted by the fact that in various parishes the 
constitutional cure belongs to the club, and demands the riddance 
of his adversaries. One of them at Saint-Jean-Lorne, " mounted 
on a cirt, preaches pillage to a mob of eight hundred persons.*' 
Each band, consequently, begins by expelling refractory priests, 
and by forcing their supporters to attend the mass of the sworn 
priest. — But such success, wholly abstract and barren, is of little 
advantage, and peasants in a state of revolt are not satisfied so 
easily. \Vlien parishes march forth by the dozen and devote 
their day to the service of the public, they must have some 
compensation in wood, wheat, wine, or money,' and the ex- 

^ " Archi\-e9 Nationales/* F. 7, 3219. Letters of M. Niel, administrator of the depart- 
ment of Haute-Garonne, February 27, 1792 ; of M. Sainfal, March 4 ; of the directory 
of the department, March i; of the royal commisnoner, tribonal of Castclsarrasin, 
Mnrch 13. 

* I'he tollowinur a^ro some examples of this rustic creed :— 

At Lunel, four thousand peasants and village National Guards ttriv* to enter, to hanj; 
the aristocrats ; their wives are alonj; with them, leading their donkeys w:th " baskets 
which tlicy luipc to carry away full." ('* Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3223. Letter of the 
municipal bo.ly of Lund, November 4, 1791.) 
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pense of the expedition may be defrayed by the aristocrats. 
Not merely the upholders of nonjurors are aristocrats, as, for 
example, an old lady here and there, " very fanatical, and who for 
forty years has devoted all her income to acts of philanthropy,'* 
** but well-to-do persons, peasants or gentlemen ;*' for, " by keeping 
their wine and grain unsold in their cellars and bams, and by not 
undertaking more work than they need, so as to deprive workmen 
in the country of their means of subsistence," they design " to 
starve out" the poor folk. Thus, the greater the pillage, the 
greater the service to the public. According to the insurgents, it 
is important "to diminish revenues enjoyed by the enemies of 
the nation, in order that they may not send their revenues to 
Coblentz and other places out of the kmgdom." Consequently, 
bands of six or eight hundred or a thousand men overrun the 
districts of Toulouse and Castelsarrasin. All proprietors, aristo- 
crats, and patriots are put under contribution. Here, in the 
house of " the philanthropic but fanatical old maid, they break 
open everything, destroy the furniture, taking away eighty-two 
bushels of wheat and sixteen hogsheads of wine." Elsewhere, at 
Roqueferri^re, feudal title-deeds are burnt, and a chateau is pil- 
laged. Farther on, at Lasserre, thirty thousand francs are exacted 
and the ready money is all carried off. Almost everywhere the 
municipal officers, willingly or unwillingly, authorise pillaging. 
Moreover, " they cut down provisions to a price in asslgiiats very 
much less than their current rate in silver," and they double the 
price of a day's work. In the meantime, other bands devastate 
the national forests, and the gendarmes, in order not to be called 
aristocrats, have no idea but of paying court to the pillagers. 

After all this, it is manifest that property no longer exists for 
anybody except for paupers and robbers. — In effect, in Dordogne,* 

At Ux2s it is with great difficulty that they can rid themselves of the peasants who came 
in to drive out the Catholic royalists. In vain " were they gi>'en plenty to eat and to 
drink;" they go away "in bad humour, especially the women who led the mules and 
asses to carry away the booty, and who had not anticipated returning home witii empty 
hands/* (Dc Dammartin, i. 195.) 

In relation to the siege of Nantes by the Vend^ans : " An old woman said to me, ' Oh» 
ye4, 1 was there, at the siege. My sister and myself had brought along our sacks. We 
were quite sure of their entering at least as far as the Rue de la Casscrie ' " (the street of 
jewellers' shops). (Michelet, v 211.) 

> " Archives Nationalcs," F. 7. 3S09. Letters of the royal commissioner at the tribunal 
of Mucidan, March 7, 1792 ; of the public prosecutor of the district of Sarlat. January*, 
1792.— /3ii/., F. 7, 3204. Letters of the administrators of the district of Tulle, April 15, 
179a ; of the directory of the department, April 18 ; petition of J acqucs Labruc and his 
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" under the pretext of driving away nonjuring priests, frequent 

mobs pillage and rob whatever comes in their way All 

the grain that is found in houses with weathercocks is seques- 
trated." Rustics turn the forests to account as communal 
property, the possessions of the emigrants ; and this operation is 
radical ; for example, a band, on finding a new barn of which the 
materials strike them as good, demolish it so as to share with 
each other the tiles and timber. — In Corrbze, fifteen thousand 
armed peasants, who have come to Tulle to disarm and drive oft 
the supporters of the nonjurors, break everytliing in suspected 
houses, and a good deal of difficulty is found in sending them 
off" empty-handed. As soon as they get back home, ihcy sack 
the chateaux of Saint Gal, Seilhac, Gourdon, Saint-Basile, and Ijsl 
Rochette, besides a number of country-houses, even of absent 
plebeians. They have found a quarry, and never was the removal 
of property more complete. They carefully carry off", says an 
official statement, all that can be carried — furniture, curtains, 
mirrors, clothes-presses, j>iciures, wines, provisions, even doors 
an J wainscotings, '* down to the smallest fragments of iron and 
w«?od-work," smashing the rest, so that nothing " remains of the 
house but its four walls, the roof, and the staircase." In Lot, 
where for two years the insurrection is permanent, the damage is 
much gi eater. During the night between the 30th and 31st of Jan- 
uary, " all the best houses in Souillac " are broken open, " sacked 
and pillaged from top to bottom,"^ their masters being obliged to 
fly, and so many outbreaks occur in the department, that the 
directory has no time to render an account of them to the 
minister. Entire districts are in revolt; as, "in each commune 
all the inhabitants are accomplices, witnesses cannot be had to 
support a criminal prosecution, and crime remains unpunished.'* 
In the canton of Cabrerets, the restitution of rents formerly col- 
lected is exacted, and the reimbursement of charges paid during 
twenty years ])ast. The small town of Lauzerte is invaded by 

wife, with official statement of the jiuti^ of the peace, April 24. "All these acts of 
violence were committed under the esret of the municipal authorities. They took no steps 
to prevent them, although they had notice given them in time.** 

> " Archives Nationales,** F. 7, 3223. Letters of M. Brisson, commissioner of the naval 
classes of Souillac, February 2, 1792 ; of the directory of the department, March 14, 179s. 
— Petition of the brothers Barri^ (with supporting documents), October xx, 179X. Lctt« of 
the prosecuting attorney of the department, April 4, 1792. Report of the commissioners 
sent to the district of Figeac, Januarj- 5, 1792. Letter of the administrators of tlte depart- 
laent. May 27, 1792. 
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surrounding bodies of militia, and its disirme 1 inhabitants are at 
the mercy of the Jacobin faubourg. For three months, in the 
district of Figeac, " all the mansions of former nobles are sacked 
and burnt ; " next the pigeon-cots are attacked, ** and all country- 
houses which have a good appearance." Barefooted gangs " enter 
the houses of well-to-do people, physicians, lawyers, merchants, 
burst open the doors of cellars, drink the wine," and riot like 
drunken victors. In several communes these expeditions have 
become a custom ; " a large number of individuals are found in 
them who live on rapine alone," and the club sets them the ex- 
ample. For six months, in the principal town, a coterie of the 
National Guard, called tlie Black Band^ expel all persons who 
are displeasing to them, " pillaging houses at will, beating to 
death, wounding or mutilating by sabre-strokes, all who have been 
proscribed in their asserabli*. s," without any officer or advocate 
daring to lodge a complaint Brigandage, borrowing the mask of 
patriotism, and patriotism borrowing the methods of brigandage, 
have combined against property at the same time as against the 
ancient regime, and, to free themselves from all that inspires them 
with fear, they seize all which can provide them with booty. 

And yet this is merely the outskirts of the storai ; the centre is 
elsewhere, around Nismes, Avignon, Aries, and Marseilles, in a 
c^'untry where, for a long time, the conflict between cities and 
the conflict between religions have kindled and accumulated 
malignant passions.* Looking at the three departments of Gard, 
Bouches-de-Rhone and Vaucluse, one would imagine one's self in 
the mil 1st of a war with savages. In fact, it is a Jacobin and 
plebeian invasion, and, consequently, conquest, dispossession, 
and extermination, — in Gard, a swarm of National Guards repro- 
duce the jacquerie : the ilregs of the Comtat come to the surlace 
and cover Vaucluse with its scum ; an army of six thousand from 
Majsei les sweeps down on Aries. — In the districts of Nismes, « 
Sommieres, Uzes, Alais, Jalais, and Saint-Hi[)polyte, title-deeds 

* " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3217. Official reports of the corami^*s loners of the de- 
partment of Gard, April i, 2, 3, and 6, 1792, and letter of April 6. One land-owner is 
taxed 100,000 francs. — Ibid., V. 7, 3223. Letter of M. Dupin, prosecuting aHomey of 
I'H^rault, Frhruary 17 and 26, 1792. '* At the chateau of Pignan, JIndame de Lostanges 
has not ono complete piece* of furniture left. The cause of thrse cHstur'^ancos is relip^ous 
passion. I'ive or six nonjuring priests had retreated to the chateau."— .1/fW/7/'«r, sitting 
ofApri 16,1702. Letter from the directory of tlje department of Gard. — Ue : animartin, 
ii. 85. At I'zrs, fiity or sixty men in m;iskr5 invndc tl)C ducal chateau at ten o'clock in the 
e\en.i.g ^et fire lo the archives, ;«n I t;.o ci.ateau is burnt. 
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are burnt, proprietors put to ransom, and municipal officers 
threatened with death if they try to interpose ; twenty chateaux 
and forty country-houses are sacked, burnt, and demolished. — 
The same month, Aries and Avignon,* given up to the bands of 
Marseilles and of the Com tat, see confiscations and massacres 
approaching. — Around the commandant, who has received the 
order to evacuate Aries,* " the inhabitants of all parties " gather 
as suppliants, " clasping his hands, entreating him with tears in 
their eyes not to abandon them ; women and children cling to 
his boots," so that he does not know how to free himself without 
hurling them ; on his departure twelve hundred families emigrate. 
After the entrance of the Marseilles band we see eighteen hun- 
dred electors proscribed, their country-houses on the two banks 
of the Rhone pillaged, "as in the times of Saracen pirates,** a tax 
of 1,400,000 livres levied on all people in good circumstances, 
absent or present, women and girls promenaded about half-naked 
on donkeys and publicly whipped.'* ** A sabre committee ^ dis- 
poses of lives, proscribes and executes : it is the reign of sailors, 
porters, and the dregs of the populace. — At Avignon,' it is that of 
simple brigands, incendiaries and assassins, who, six months 
previously, converted the Glaciere into a charnel-house. They 
return in triumph and state that '' this time the Glaciere will be 
full.** Five hundred families had already sought asylum in France 
before the first massacre ; now, the entire remainder of the hont- st 
bourgeoisie, twelve hundred persons, take to flight, and the terror 
is so great that the small neighbouring towns dare not entertain 
emigrants. In fact, from this time forth, both departments 
throughout Vaucluse and Bouches-de- Rhone are a prey. Bands 
of two thousand armed men, with women, children, and other 
volunteer followers, travel from conmiune to commune to live as 
they please at the expense of " fanatics ; " and well-bred people 
are not the only ones they despoil. Plain cultivators, taxed at 

1 ** Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3196. Official statements of Aagter and Fabre, adminis- 
trators of the Boucbes-du- Rhone, sent to Aingnon, May xi, 1792. (The reappearance of 
Jourdain, Mainvielle, and the assassins of La Glacidre took place April 29.) 

* De Damraartin, ii. 63. Portalis, " 11 est temps de parler *' (pamphlet), passim, ** Ar- 
chives Nationales/' F. 7, 7090. Memorial of the commissioners of the municipal adminis- 
tration of Aries, year iv., Nivose aa. 

' Mercure de Fmnce^ May 19, 1792. (Sitting of May 4.) Petition of forty inhabitants of 
Avignon at the bar of the Legislative Assembly. — *' Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3195. 
Letter of the royal commissioners at the tribunal of Apt, IMarch 15, 179a ; official report of 
tbo municipal. ty. March 21 ; Letters of the Directory of Apt, March 23 and 28, 1792. 
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10,000 livres, have sixty men billeted on them ; their cattle are 
slain and eaten before their eyes, and everything in their houses 
is broken up ; they are driven out of their lodgings and wander as 
fugitives in the reed-swamps of the Rhone, awaiting a moment of 
respite to cross the river and take refuge in the neighbouring 
department.* Thus, from the spring of 1792, if any citizen is 
suspected of unfriendliness or even of indifference towards the 
ruling faction, it, through but one opinion conscientiously held, he 
risks the vague possibility of mistrust or of suspicion, he undergoes 
popular hostility, spoliation, exile, and worse besides ; no matter 
how loyal his conduct may be, nor how loyal he may be at heart, 
no matter that he is disarmed and inoffensive; it is all the same 
whether it be a noble, bourgeois, peasant, aged priest, or old 
woman ; and this while public peril is yet neither great, present, 
nor visible, since France is at peace with Europe, and the govern- 
ment still subsists in its entirety. 

IX. 

WTiat will it be, then, now when the peril, already become 
palpable and serious, is daily increasing, now when war has 
begun, when Lafayette's army is falling back in confusion, when 
the Assembly declares the country in danger, when the King is 
overthrown, when Lafayette is passing the frontier, when the soil 
oi France is invadeil, when the frontier fortresses surrender with- 
out resistance, when the Prussians are entering Champagne, when 
the insurrection in La Vendue adds the lacerations of civil war to 
the threats of a foreign war, and when the cry of treachery arises 
t)n all sides ?— Already, on the 14th of May, at Metz,* M. de 
Fiquelmont, a former canon, seen chatting with a hussar on the 
Place Saint-Jacques, was charged with tampering with people on 
behalf of the princes, carried off in spite of a triple line of guards, 
and beaten, pierced, and slashed with sticks, bayonets, and sabres, 
while the mad crowd around the murderers uttered cries of rage : 
and from month to month, in proi)ortion as popular fears increase, 
popular imagination becomes more heated and its delirium grows. 

' " Archives Nationales," ibid. Letter of Amiel, president of the burenii of conciliation 
at Avignon, October 28, 1792, and other letters to the m'nister Roland.— F. 7, J217. Letter 
of tlic Justice of the Peace at Koque-Maurc, October 31, 1792. 

* " Archives Ndtionales," F. 7, 3246. Official report of the municipality of Metx (with 
6Ui porting documents), May 15, vi^a. 
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AVe can judge of this by one example. On the 31st of August, 
1792/ eight thousand nonjuring priests, driven out of their 
parishes, are at Rouen, a town less intolerant than the others, 
and, in conformity with the decree which banishes them, are pre- 
paring to leave France. Two vessels have just carried away about 
a hundred of them ; one hundred and twenty others are embarking 
for Ostend in a larger vessel. They take nothing with them 
except a little money, some clothes, and one or at most two por- 
tions of their breviary, because they intend to return soon. Each 
has a regular passport, and, just at the moment of leaving, the 
National Guard have made a thorough inspection so as not to let 
a suspected person escape. It makes no difference. On reach- 
ing Quilleboeuf the first two convoys are stopped. A report has 
spread, indeed, that the priests are going to join the enemy and 
enlist, and the people living round about jump into their boats 
and surround the vessels. The priests are obliged to disembark 
amidst a tempest of ** yells, blasphemies, insults, and abuse : " one 
of them, a white-headed old man, having fallen into the mud, the 
crie^ and shouts redouble; if he is drowned so much the better, 
there will be one less ! On landing all are put in prison, on bare 
stones, without straw or bread, and word is sent to Paris to know 
what must be done with so many cassocks. In the meantime the 
third vessel, short of provisions, has sent two priests to Q 'illeboeuf 
and to Pont-Audemer to have twelve hundred pounds of bread 
baked ; pointed out by the village militia, they are chased out like 
wild beasts, pass the night in a wood, and find their way back 
with difficulty empty-handed. The vessel itself being signaled, is 
besieged. " In all the municipalities on the banks of the river 
drums beat incessantly to warn the population to be on their 
guard. The appearance of an Algerian or Tripolitan corsair on 
the shores of the Adriatic would cause less excitement One of 
the seamen of the vessel published a statement that the trunks of 
the priests transported were full of every kind of arms," and the 
country people constantly imagine that they are going to fall upon 
them sword and pistol in hand. For several long days the famished 
convoy remains moored in the stream, and carefully watched. 
Boats filled with volunteers and peasants row around it uttering 
insults and threats : in the neighbouring meadows the National 

> " M^moires de I'Abb^ Baton," one of the priests of the third convoy (a bishop appointed 
firom S6ex), p. 233. 
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Guards form themselves in line of battle. Finally, a decbion is 
arrived at The bravest, well armed, get into skiffs, approach the 
vessel cautiously, choose the most favourable time and spot, ni^ 
on board, and take possession ; and are perfectly astonished to 
find neither enemies nor arms. — Nevertheless, the priests are con- 
fined on board, and their deputies must make their appearance 
before the mayor. The latter, a former usher and good Jacobin, 
being the most frightened, is the most violent. He refuses to vis^ 
the passports, and, seeing two priests approach, one provided with 
a sword-cane nnd the other with an iron-pointed stick, thinks that 
there is to l>e a sudden attack. " Here are two more of them." 
he exclaims with terror ; '* they are all going to land. My friends, 
the town is in danger ! " — On hearing this the crowc^ becomes 
alarmed, and threatens die deputies; the cry of "To the lantern!" 
is heard, and, to save them, National Guards are obliged to con- 
\ duct them to prison in the centre of a circle of bayonets. — It must 
\ be noted that these madmen are " at bottom the kindest people 
in the world." After the boarding of the ship, one of the most 
ferocious, by profession a barber, seeing the long beards of these 
poor priests, instantly cools down, draws forth his tools, and good- 
naturedly sets to work, spending several hours in shaving them. 
In ordinary times ecclesiastics received nothing but salutations ; 
three years previously they were "respected as fathers and guides." 
But at the present moment the rustic, the man of the lower class, 
is out of his bearings. Forcibly and against nature, he has been 
niade a theologian, a politician, a police captain, a local indej^en- 
dent sovereign ; and in such a position his head is turned. Among 
these people who seem to have lost their senses, only one, an 
officer of the National Guard, remains cool ; he is, besides, very 
[X)lite, well-behaved, and an agreeable talker ; he comes in the 
evening to comfort the prisoners and to take tea with them in 
prison ; in fact, he is accustomed to tragedies and, thanks to his 
profession, his nerves are in repose — this person is the executioner. 
The others, ** whom one would take for tigers," are bewildered 
sheep ; but they are not the less dangerous ; for, carried away by 
their delirium, they bear down with their mass on whatever gives 
them umbrage. — On the road from Paris to Lyons* Roland's 
commissioners witness this terrible fright. " The people are con- 

* " Archives Nationales," F. 7, 3225. Letter of cittxen Bonn^nant, commissioDer to 
minister Koiand, September xx, 1793. 
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stantly asking what our generals and armies are doing ; they have 
vengeful expressions frequently on their lips. Yes, they say, we 
will set out, but we must (first) purge the interior." 

Something appalling is in preparation. The seventh jacquerie 
is drawing near, this one universal and final — at first brutal, and 
then legal and systematic, undertaken and carried out on the 
strength of abstract principles by leaders worthy of the means 
they employ. Nothing like it ever occurred in history ; for the 
first time we see brutes gone mad, operating on a grand scale and 
for a long time, under the leadership of blocklieads who have 
become insane. 

There is a certain strange malady commonly encountered in 
the quarters of the poor. A workman, over-taxed with work, 
in misery and badly fed, takes to drink; he drinks more and 
more every day, and liquors of the strongest kind. After 
a few years his nervous system, already weakened by spare 
diet, becomes over-excited and out of balance. An hour comes 
when the brain, under a sudden stroke, ceases to direct the 
machine ; in vain does it command, for it is no longer obeyed ; 
each limb, each joint, each muscle, acting separately and for 
itself, starts convulsively through discordant impulses. Mean- 
while the man is gay ; he thinks himself a millionaire, a king, 
loved and admired by everybody ; he is not aware of the mischief 
he is doing to himself, he does not comprehend the advice given 
him, he refiises the remedies offered to him, he sings and shouts 
for entire days, and, above all, drinks more than ever. — At last his 
face grows dark and his eyes become blood-shot. Radiant visions 
give way to black and monstrous phantoms ; he sees nothing 
around him but menacing figures, traitors in ambush, ready to 
fall upon him unawares, murderers with upraised arms ready to 
cut his throat, executjoners preparing torments for him ; and he 
seems to be wading in a pool oT blood. Then, he makes a spring, 
and, in order that he himself may not be killed, he kills. No one 
is more to be dreaded, for his delirium sustains him ; his strength 
is prodigious, his movements unforeseen, and he endures, without 
heeding them, suffering -and wounds imder which a healthy man 
would succumb. — So France, exhausted by fasting under the 
monarchy, made drunk by the bad dnig of the Social- Contract^ 
and countless other adulterated or fiery beverages, is suddenly 
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Struck with paralysis of the braiii; at once she is convulsed 
in every limb through the incoherent play and contndictoiy 
twitchingi of her discordant organs. At this time she has tmv- 
ersed the period of joyous madness, and is about to enter upon 
the period of sombre delirium : behold her capable of daring, 
sufferingi and doing all, capable of incredible exploits and abomi- 
nable barbarities, the moment her guides, as erratic as hendf, 
indicate an enemy or an obstacle to her fury. 



THE END. 
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